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HERE are three Things wherein (as i- 
ke 3 gr Po, 6 at 3 mod 
dlineſs doth chigfly cos: ' rayer, ta- 
tion, | Meditation , Meditation is the Subjett# of 
the following Manual. The Objets of Medita- 
tion is wofold: 1ſt, The Word adh, The . 
Works of Gov. The Works of Gop are tyo- 
fold: It, Internal; | 2dly, External, The eu- 
ternal Works of Gop are: twofold: 1/t, £4 
Creation; 2dly, Of Providence... The Wor 
of Providence are likewiſe twofold: \'1ff, In 
Things Civil, the Lonp ordering. and over- 
ruling all the Affairs and Motions of fingle Per- 
fons, Families pork eur: in 45 * 1 
to his own moſt urpoſes: adly, In s 
Natural, the Lon d inſtructing the Huſbandnen 
10 Diſcretion, and teaching bim how 10 * 
and till the Earth, tbat it may giue Seed 10 
Sowerz and. Bread to ibe Eater; as alſo. Nu 
to breed up and manage Beaſts of the "Ay 


Service of Man. 


the Holy Spirit 
and wwind ap our Hearts, for this both profitable 


_ wed; and all little 
#0, or keep them at this Wort: Even good Men 


off earthly I houghts, when we are moſt ſerioufly 
enraged in heavenly Work ; bow hard is it then / 
1% be fixed upon heavenly Thoughts, while we 


8 To the READER, 
both greater and 2 Cattle, for the Uſe ang 


_ Meditation upon this later Part of the fur 
of Gop, and his wonderful Providences about 
them, may raiſe our Souls very high ; and while 
we wiſely conſider theſe natural 7. bings, we may 
grow more and more wiſe i in Spirituals and 


Eternals. 255 


. A. 77 the enſuing  Diftturſe bub 
ſupplied us with an excellent Help for the Spiri- 
tualizing of the Providential Works of Gop in 
natural Things : Wet chiefly want the Help of i 

(without which all other Helps i 
and Helpers are altogether inſaſſicieut) to frame 


and delightful Duty ; yet the Help which the 
Lon is pleaſed to give us for our Direction in 
i 07 the Ae of Man ON AE 

uſe received and impro- 
enough: to bring our Minds 


{cho "they are not earthly-minded) baue Earth 
in their Minds; which like a heavy Clog at 

their Heels, ora Wieht ot dhove Hoerte, pended 
them down when they would mount upward in 
Meditation. r 
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To the RRADER. + 9 
is the Huſbandman) working the very Earth, 


| and raking in the Bowels of it. 


isa great Part of our Holineſs to be ſpi- 
ritually-minded, while we are conver/ing with 
Go through Jeſus Chriſt in ſpiritual Duties; 
but to be ſpiritually-minded, and to mind ſpiri- 


tual Things, when we are conver/ing with the 


| Clods of the Earth, and the Furrows of the 


Field, when we have to do with Corn and 
Graſs, with Trees and Plants, with Sheep and 
Oxen, when we behold the Birds and Fowls. of 
the Air, the Worms, and all that creep upon 


9 the Ground, then (IT ſay) to be ſpiritually-mind- 
5 ed, and thence to have our Thoughts aſcending 


and ſoaring up to Gop, witneſſeth an high De- 


8 gree of Holineſs, and of gracious Attainments. 


To make a Ladder out of earthly Materials, fer 
the raiſing of ourſelves in Spirit up to Heaven, 
is the Art of Arts. Holy and happy indeed are 
they, who (being taught of Gop) have learned 
this Art, and live in the daily Prafice of it! 
Earthly Objects uſually hinder us in our Way, 
Jometimes turn us quite out of our Way ta Hea- 
ven, Many plow and ſow, dig and delve the 
Earth, *till their Hearts become as earthly as 
the Earth itſelf: Many deal about the Beaſts 
of the Field, till themſelves become even brutiſb. 
1s it not then a bleſſed Deſign which this Author 
aims at, ſo ta ſpiritualize all Sorts, or the 
whole Compaſs of | earthly Huſbandry, that all 
Sorts of Huſbandmen may become ſpiritual and 
beaventy ? g 1 = 

s 


7 | 

= Are and 
I 

1 Chriſtian Reader, 


10 To the Rx ADR. 
Let me add one Word more to the Reader. 
This Book of Huſbandry Spiritualized, 7s not 
calculated only for the common Huſbandmen ; 
| Perſons of any Calling or Condition, may find 
the Anthor ering out ſuch ſearching Reflec- 
trons, and Conviftions, from almaſt every 
Part of the Huſbandman's Work, as may, if 
faithfally improved, be very u uſeful to them; to 
Jome for their Awakening, to conſider the State 
of their Souls, whether in Grace or in Nature; 
to others for their Inſtruftion, Conſolation and 
Encouragement in the Ways of Grace, as alſo i 
for their Proficiency and Growth in thoſe Ways. 
That the Bleſſing of the Lox, and the Breatb- 
_ ings of bis good Spirit may go out with it, for 
all thoſe s Purpoſes, is the Heart's De- 
fager of bom who ts, . 1 


A Aincere Well-wiſher to thy precious. 
and e Soul, 
| 8 N 64 


N CanvI· 


„„ 


ol „ | ; 
VL 292222 
2} | 


1 Cor. iii. 9. 


Ze are Go D's Huſbandry. 


HE Scope and Deſign of the following 
Chapters, being the ſpiritual Improvement 
of Huſbandry, it will be neceſſary to ac- 
quaint the Reader with the Foundation and 
Rules of this Art in the Scripture, thereby to pro- 
cure youu Reſpect unto, and prevent Prejudice 
againſt Compoſures of this Kind. * 


To this End T ſhall entertain the Reader a little 
While upon what this Scripture affords us, which 
will give a fair Introduction to the following Ni- 


cou 
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check and repreſs the Vain-glo and Emulation of 
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Huſbandman, to plant and water you all ? I 


Churches. 


5 —— 


12 
Tux Apoſtle's 


in the Context being to 


the Corinthians, who inſtead of Thankfulneſs for, 
and an humble and diligent Improvement of the 
excellent Bleſſings of the Miniſtry, turned all into 
vain Oſtentation and Emulation, one preferring 
Paul and another Apollos, in the mean Time de- 
priving themſelves of the choice Bleſſings they 
might have received by them both. 


growing Miſchief in the Churches, 
. — Wyo 7 —_— the Evil of 

ich ices, ſeveral. Arguments, amongſt 
which this is one, 75 are Gop's Huſbandry, q. d. 
What are ye, but a Field, or Plat of Ground, to 
be manured and cultivated for God? And wha: 
are Paul, Apolles, and Cephas, but fo many Work- 
men and Labourers, employed by Gop, the great 


To cure this 


Ir then, you ſhall glory in ſome, and deſpiſe 
others, you take the ready Way to deprive your- 
ſelves of the Benefits and Mercies you might receive 
from the joint Miniſtry of them all. Gop hath 
uſed me to plant you, and Apollas to water you; 
you are obliged to bleſs Him for the Miniſtry of 

th, and it will be your Sin if you deſpiſe either. 
If the Workmen be diſcouraged in their Labours, Wl 
it is the Field that loſes and ſuffers by it; ſo that 


the Words are a Similitude, ſerving to illuftrate 
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1. Wnicn the Churches have to Gon. 


I. TRI 


/ 6. 

to 1. Tun Relztiän betwitt God and thiin, is 
ke that of an uſbandman to his Segen gr fl. 
or, lage. The Greek Word ſigniſies God's 4rable, or 


the chat Plot of Grouhd which Gob manures * the | 
nto Miniſtry of Paſtors and Taha, bs 


ing 

de. 2. Tr teres to illuſtrate the Ration that the 

hey Mikiſters of Chrift ſuſtain to the Churches, which 
is like that of the Huſbandman's Servants to him, 

and his Fields, which excellent Notion carries in 

zes, it the perpetual Neteſſity of a Golpel Miniſtry. 


(For what Fruit can be e where there are 
none to till the Ground?) As alſo the Dili 
Accountableneſs, and Rewards, which theſe La- 
=D bourers are to give to, and receive from Gon, the 

9 75 t Hulbandman. All runs into this, That the 

JF and Employment of an Huſbandman, execel- 
reat BF tent} ſhadows forth the Relation betwixt GoD and 
his Church, and the relative Duties betwixt its 
_ [Ef Miniſters and Members. Or more briefly thus: 
piſe The Church is Gop's any, x Sha. which h. 
ur- Miniſters are employed. ke od 


hath BY 1 en AA not here obſerve my uſual Makes 
ou; Dia no more but a Preface to the following 
iſcourſe) but only open the Particulars wherein 
her. the Reſemblance conlifts, and then draw ſome In- 
ur, BY ferences from the whole. . The firſt I ſhall diſpatch 
that in 1 theſe Particulars following: 8 


1. Tun Huſbanditian. aurchales his F ;elds, a 
give a valuable Coalideration for chem, Jer xxx i. 
9. 10. 8 


the So bath Gob 


Þ purchaſed his Gorch with » full 


valuable Price, even the precious Blood of his own 
Son, Atts xx. 28. Feed the Church of Gob, which 
with his own Blood. 

O des- 


TR 


Wer. AI. * 
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their Fruits from Beaſts that would otherwiſe aycr- 


we had. CG” kl ger ms ES ET) | 


hi dried 73 etc eee 
My 2 FP ha th a Vir and an MAY £2 4 
ful Hill,” and He fenced it, laiah y, 1, F 


Tons Inheritance, Fe e e 
tains are round about "Jeruſalem, © 2 the LoRD 75 


Him: Yea, He not only niakes an Hedge, but a 


þ %q $3 * 
EL ; > 'L eV Ib 10 


We. face. 
ght Inberitangçe, how: mu 
th rather, 
Gop Rach of it, to pay down 1 
Blood for it: Never, Was any In eritance. p85 F 
at ſuch à Rate. Sin made à Fort ure of all to 
Juſtice, upon which Satan entered and took Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and as a ſtrong Man armed, ſtill keeps. it 
in them, Eil, A. 27. but upon Payment of this Wi 
Sutn to Jaſtice, true Believers paſs oyer 1 into Gop's | | 
Right and Propriety, and now are neither Satan's, 23 
Hels xxvi. 18. nor their own, 1 Ca. vi. 55 but 2 


the Lok 95 peculiar, 1 Pet, ii. 6, 


18 200 


2. Conn tervs bo "Sitting. rides ROY 
Huſbandman with Hedges and Ditghes, . to preſerve | 


* I's 
Try. 71 # 


run and deſtroy che. It is as good i 3 
to i what we habe, as" to N. more tb thao 43 


Peritancr is better defended Sad Eure HY 1155 


round about his People. So careful is He for their 
Safety, that Hz criateth upon every Dwelling-Place of 
Mount Sion, and upon her Aſſemblies, a Cloud and 
Smoke by Day,' and Ty A ming Fire by 
"Night 5 for upon all* "the Glory * * 1 e a D. Ace, 
"Ifaiah iv. 5. Not a particular Believ' ut is 
hedged about and incloſed in Arms, of Power Sad and 
Like; ob. i. 10. Thou haſt made d Hedge about 
him. The Devil fain would, but by his _ 
"Confeflion could not break over that Hedge to 
touch 705, bill Gop's Permiſſion made a Gap for 


"Wa'l ? boy thai, and that” of Fii ire, 8 #4 1 
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Hi Sets a "Guar 4 If Angels to encamp round N them 
Ned that fear Hin, Pfalm xxxiv. 7, And will not tru 


= the with a fi ngle ward of Ange neither, thou 
ht 7 their Power bo” great, "and. Ve 12 the N 
"Al great; ; but 1 over them Himfclf alfo,. J aig | 
; Xxxvii, 2 Sing 8 unto Mr. 1 7 1 050 og | 
this | Wine, III ; Lord do keep it, 7 will nvater it every 
D's Moment; 3. le * any t. hurt it,. J wil keep ac 4 and 
E | A Aten nenne N 


 HospAnDMEN N not at the Gb th a7 
are at for their Tillage ; but as they lay out v 


n q | Sums upon it, fe ſo, 172 90% chrariu', gl? & 


Axp How, 0 Inbabitautt of Teruſs lem, and Mes 
'Þ if Juda, Jules I pray you, berturxt Me and my Vine. 
Io y4r4;. what could have been dene more to m Vineyard, 

| I 7bat 7 have nat one in 175 And as He ee up 
his Heritage the choiceſt Mercies, fo He doth 4 
with the As Fre 3 for He fa ith 
xXxil, 41. TY , ich aber” en, 7 00. 5 
and I will them 1 
my whole | a]; 
«not the ning out of Mercy (ah Ie th p 
* 1 OD, 150 Ka vr 10 Be his 17 0 
J | 46 ck 2 f 
e 0 & « Ay a u pon H — KSL Creatures Ligrs: 
and dee W. oh. 3 wi — ye. A IT'S) 
by ""p Hos Aoki are n much. delighted, N 
ee we Succeſs of their Kader R$ pus 7 8 
over all their hard Fans, ang to 885 


ind * are the * 

out N den A noms vt I <0 Nr. 
% e ee What 

655 fouriſkitig Ofa 

or ſee his 7h Ori 8 Fi 
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16 The Preface, 


— the Gardens, and to gather Lillies. Theſe Beds 
of Spices 9505 Expoſi wm, ate the particular 
Churches, the Companies of Believers ; He 1 
* ſeed in theſe Gardens, as Men go ta their Gar- 2 
to make merry, or to gather Frus ruit, Cant. iv, 

16. Tie eats ns pleaſant. Fruit, viz. his Peoples 
holy ar tweeter to Him than any An. 
Srofie : Thus He feeds in the Gardens, and He 
gathers Lillies when He tranſlates: Souls into 
his Kingdom above: For the Loxp taketh Pleaſure i 
in 2 * 8 ants tbe ow. _ Sal-. 


. Huss ANDMEN. x employ many n «1 0 
wor k in their Fields; there is Need of r Hands 4 E 
for duch a Mulciplicity of Bulineb, | * 1 


| Gop hath Diverſity of Woarkmen 1 in the Y 
Churches, hom He ſends. forth to labour in his 
ſpiritual Fields, Eph. iv. 13. He gave ſame Apofiles, © 
Prophets, and ſome Evangeli/ts, and ſome Paſ- 
tors and Teachers, for the perfefting of the Saints, | 
for the Work of the Mantis * li, 7. 1 bv 
ſent my Servants the Prophets, It is uſual with the 
Apallles to Beg this Title of Servant among their 
honorary Titles, thaugh a profane Mouth once 
called it, Probroſum artificium, a ſordid Artifice. W 
Chrift hath ſtamped a great deal of Dignity upon 
Miniſters, 7 retaining them for the neareſt 
ice to Himſehf, 1 PCR Iv. fr of rl Aan ſo 
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works in the Field among his e 1 the 
ja {ba ep 22 2 75 2 in an 8 his 


yogr Servants, 
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T m4 
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Fab Hutle 


e e 1 


eds 12 
lo e's me Heide dee weary a6 as thiey 
| | | Ir FF Hogs & 
Atl om io ©4444 hen » 7 92 ORE Yo Myth Ar a0 


ur. Bor Gor's Workeeen hives ninch-hanks 
ples TI than they.” Hence are eee RE 
re by the laborious Ox, 1 Cor. ix. 9. . 
Sorts derive" the "Word ie, Dec 7 
= 4; a Word that ſipnifies* Du, to ſhew the La- 
; bote of their b went labouring ill 
even choaked with Duſt an (Sweat; Ir is ſa id of 
Epaphroditus, Phil. ii. 13. That for the Wark s 
Christ be 2095 Jets and nig 55 unto — * — reg ard. 
1 1 'bis Life fn ſupply Hl Dank of The 
1 le's xr on, "Cal. 15 SCA e 
4 — al 


% labour, 5 to 25 
Morting, which worketh in me mightily. The Word 
Aon. ſignifies, ſuch ſpending Labour as 
puts a Man into an 195 ahd. hee is that Sr 
vant, rohem bis 2 pe „H. Cometh all fond 4 f 
doing.” 17 | 95 0 Lak. g 
0. an * 3a are e s 
7. Tur inndehtete - Pod of the Ffufbändmzr“t 
Labour, and his Servant's Labour, is the Improve 
ment of his E to make it n more een 


fruitful. bbs oh ny * 
T2 hy 1 7-4 
Tux Seoße wait End of 8 i for the 
Churches Advantage. They muſt not lord it oves 


God's Heritage, as if the Church were for Wem, 
and not the 12 Church; nor ferve them 

of it, burke the Charebes Sfr for") 
84e the Power they habe Fererved berry 
hi cation, and not fir Beſfruttian. Chyift hat piveh 
oF them to the Churches? Their Gifts, 15 5 
we their Strength, and all their miniſterial Talents 


m- are not" thelt bene but” the Euren 
Lou Lreaſues? ATE e 4 CG 1 | 
ſee 
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us | The Preface 


118. Tagen that . Tier: and. 
maintaining themſelves : their F — ies by: their 


all 2863 2484 ods 4 Ty . 7. 44 +7 


wi, MOOR VA. TOP | 22.5646 | 1146 


A 2 8 
5 t : 
foes. The orkman i 15 ray of bs D 


Jo It ia à fad Thing, if 1 who Say the 3 
of Life to Souls, ſhould be ſuffered to want 
Bread themſelves, - Gon would not bave. the 
Mauth of the Ox muled that ireads out N I 
but have Liberty to cat, as well as. work: Yet if 
any Pretender to the Miniſtry be like the Heifer 2 
at loues not to tread out the Corn, i. e. cares tio 

o no Work, but ſuch as b in preſent Pay; he 
therein ſufficiently Adcepem bh Beaſt - like Diſpo- 
yon Miniſters muſt be faithful in their Mafter's 
ack; and if Men do not, Gop will reward 
them: — 1 is not R. - wy to bl their 


9. . id 2 alt N Hetimk thoſe 
Fields which have been well huſbanded, and dreſled 
by a ſkiltul and diligent Huſbandman, and thoſe 
that have been long out of Huſbandry, How ra- 
nt is the one! How oy. and barren the other! 


'T us A bes” . 1 3 N Places ; 
which Gon hath blefſed with a faithful, Jars | 
Miniſtry, and ſuch as have none, or wor ſe than 
none: For as the Huſbandman's Coft and Pains 
appears in the verdant and fragrant Hue of his 
Fields; ſo a Miniſter's Pains and Diligence is edi. 

naridy ſeen in the theavenly Lives and flouriſhi ung 
Graces of the People. The Churches of Cori 

1 Theſſalonica, * St. Paul and other 2 

| * ru- 
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The: Ppefaces © 19 
ſpent much of their Time and 2 be- 
eame famous and flouriſh e 2 C. ix. 2. 
ir A ſpecial Blefling comes along with a godly Mint 
ſteer to the Place where Providence aſſigns him. Such 
places, like Gideon Fleece, have the Dew of Hea- 
ven why on 8 _ Lee found —_— are 


10. Hua Moitn find 110 Na A Va 
lies, moſt fertile. Hills, how boeh) R they 
1 over · top the lower Grounds, et anſwer not the 
Huſbandman's Pains, as the Vallies do. 
0, ate beſt watered and Ken en 58 een 
if lead of the Aan 180 62.47 31 | 
1 EXPERIENCE ory 5 . the. bumbleſ 8 
Mons are moſt fruitful under Goſpel. ' Theſe gre tber 
po- bat receive with Meetneſs the ingrafied Ward, 
James i. 21. whoſe Influences i in them, as 
che Rain doth in the low Vallies. Happy is that 
Miniſter, whoſe Lot falls in ſuch a pltaſant Valley. 
Bleſſed are they that Jew Beſide all ſuch Matera, that 
end forth thither the Feet of the Ox and the Aſs, 
Ifiah xxxii. 20. Among theſe Vallies run the 
pleaſant Springs and purling Brooks, which fertilize | 
the neighbouring Grand Heavenly Ge 
there, leave fruitful Influences.  _ He At 


11. Tallb, Wurn F . prove N and 
will not quit the Huſbandman's Coſt, nor anſwer 


; 
T ** ea 


80 eee ow N wy frailefs, =. 4 
Loxp removes his gow ſpel-preſence. from LY 
Na up the Hedge of his Protection from abo 
them, and lays them open, as waſte Ground, to be 
overrun hs their Enemies. What * * 
e 


_ me pi 


thoſe bee AGurithin ding Churches bf {fie f Mi cbey 
not laid waffe, trodden down by Infidels? 
Now go to" faith OE Huſbandman) TH ei 


ou Whit dur $6 1% my Vinyard; I will pull up the 
Fracht e e and * ur laid * 1 . 
& * * 45 —— 147 


] 
ws you ſer the Altegory ope ned in Its Parti. + 
Gulet From the whole, I ſhall yreſentiyou with WW 
the enſuing Taferences: 1 36% a Wet 


$4249 © x9 8 . 


r How bites are the Dip and Pri: 5 5 
| "the Church ef Jef Chrift,* whom He Iu 
hath adbrobriathd to Himſelf, above all the People 4 
of the Earth, to be his peculiar Inheritance? The 
reſt of the World is a waſte: Wilderneſs ; all other 
Places, how pleatant ſoever in Reſpect of their na- 
tural Amenity and Delights, are truly enou 
called the dark Places of the Earth; diſmal, foli- 
po Cells, where Bitterns, Cormorants, and every 

1 Glezture dels: But the Church is the t 
Paradiſe of the Earth, 4 Garter encloſed, Cant. iv, 
12. in whoſe Hedges the Gofpel-Birds fing melo- 
diouſly, "Co. ii. Ta. Its Bal art Beds of Spices, 
and betwixt its pleaſant Barks a chryftal River of 
living Water runs, the Streams whereof make glad 
the 25 ty of Gon, in the Midft thertof the Lox 
Himſelf delights to walk. Of Sion, with what Plea: 
150 thou abound |: Bernand were fo raviſhed 

ieh the 1 af his Monaſtery," becauſe of its 
Banks, ſhady: Bowers, Herbs, Trees, and 
male Geert W. ed his Eyes, Land fragrant 
Smells, and ſweet and various Tunes of Birds, to- 
er with the Opportunities of devout Contem- 

" plation, GA cried out admiringly,” Lox p, what 
Del BR 4% Thau provide; even fen the Por / How 
mor ee we "be: raviſhed With -$301's 

808 ear dea for Situation Ir Mhunt Sion. 

Of who i uc AYE uh de Ad, Wat d 
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Chronicler of'n our own once ſaid of England 

it is the fortunate Iſland, the Paradice of aſa 
the Garden of Gon, whoſe: Vallies are like a- 
whoſe Hills are as Lebanon, whoſe Springs are as 
gab, whoſe 8 are as Jordan, whoſe Wall 
is the Ocean, and whoſe ny, is the Lon 
JEHOV AH. Happy an thou, O Hrael who i is 
like unto thee? Who can count the 
wherewith Chriſt hath inveſted bis Charches? 0 
iet it never ſeem a ligh ight Thinginoue out Eyes, that we 
' grow within his bleſſed Inc olure! - ow ſweet a 
i- Nami thas, Exod. xix. 5. Ye all be to Me a 15 
callar Kue 4 op all whos th Jo. 15 fe ok 


Te 

] on 

er (2.) Ir the Church be Gop's Huſbandry, then 
a- ¶ there is ſuch a ſpecial gracious Preſence of the Loox 


in his Churches, as is not to be found in all the 

World beſide. Where may you expect to 

, Huſbandman, but in bis own F Fields 2. There li 

his Buſineſs,” and there he delights to be. 
where may we expect to find Gun, but in the A 

ſemblies of his . He val among the Golden 

Candleſticts, Rev. ii. 1. J will walt am 


of (ſaich He) and be 128 Gon, 2 Car. vi. 16. Upon 
ibis Account the Church is called J 2 8 
'D Shammab, Lon ig there, 80 iii. ut, 
a. ſee the Footſteps of Gon in his Crowe 
ed op is only to he ſeen 


itz bin 6 2 — Hence P/alm _ ur Rang David 
nd WW /onged for the Temple, that he might f. 255 — 
nt e Lox p. Now, what is Beauty, 

0% {Mod Proportion of Parts? In the Work 180 . 
n- tion, you ſee one Attribute | one 
at Thing, and another in angther; 5 
1e Beauty, even all the Attributes 
188 N e And de, Mg 
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Scripture. ſuch aſtoniſhin Expreflions about the 
Viſions of Gop in his Church, that in reading 
them, a Man can fee little Diffirente" betwixt it 
and Heaven; for as the Church is called Heaven, 
Mott 9 5 1. ſo its 838 is Ike that of 
Heaven, "Heb. xii. 3"You are come to the 
Hebveh! | Jeruſalem, 17 0 an in umrable Cumpan 
eb, &c, And Rev, iy. 22. They Hall Jet his 
Face, and his Name Hall be toritten F4 therr Fore- 
Nat. And Verſe 24. The Safes are repreſented, 
Handing nearer to the Throne Gop, than the An- 
els rhemſetves.” Hence to (Ordinances are called 
Meries, in which Both Safuts and Angels walk, 
beholding the Glory of, Him that fits upon the 
Throne,, Zech. Ui. So Af tou tor! Keep my tte 
will gfe a. G alleries wo ) alk 7 15 e the em Bet 


a KO. 


A1 i} * 


24 ln we pg Be be Gb e git 
thoſe that are 7 Haas in miniſterial Work ought 
3 de Men of. hy Jude 9 and Experience in 

Sour Affairs; . the Labourers whom 
God, the Rear be he Ta employs and 
entruſts* about his ſpiritual -Hufbandry:- Should 
Huſbandmen emptoy*ignorant Perſons, that neither 
undetſtaub the Rules nor Proper Scaſons of Huſban- 
dry,” how much would" ſüch Workmen : prejudice 
Him? He Will not ediplo} web t Weed 18 jelds, 
as khow not Wheat Ft 1 es or to prune his 
Trees, that tir , e mn, de fit for that Work 
as Decembis; much let, will Go». He" qualifies 
all that He' Rods! pi 'Wiſdom' for their Work. 
p nen . ' Yer ___ Nortnen indied, 
eh an nr not b Ab. 7 aividirg the mord 
Fiel 2 Tim. 11. 1555 1 Dzales! was furniſh- 

with Wiſdom, before be Was employed in Ta: 
Mg wort fo *Cbrj . 1 bis Servants 


with 


of * 
AA, 
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e in mjviſterial Work. He gives them a Au ang 
ian, Luke xx). 15., endues them, with Power, 
y rom o high: As Chrift,was filed aq ndantly with 
of the Spirit far his Work * Propo on are thoſe 
„ chat are ſent by Him, Joh xx. 21, 22. #5 my Fa 
ber hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you. And as for . ofe 
7 that run before they are ſent, and underſtand not 
*. the Myſteries of the Goſpel, I ſhall ſay no more 
＋ of them, but this; Father, forgive themy, for they 
"1 know not what they #8 I Tn 
4 (4) To ondtive, the Chir be Con? 
* | Huſbandry, that is, if Huſbandry have fo many, 
7 Reſemblances of Gop's Work about the Church 
; Win it; then how inexcuſable is the Ignorance. of 
*. WM Huſbandmen in the Things of Gop, who beſides 
the Word of the Goſpel, have the Leachings of 


the Creatures; and can hardly turn their Hands te 
any Part a their Work, but the Spirit bints one 


2 


ſpiritual Uſe o other from; it? How do the Scrip- 
tures abound With Parables and lively Similituges 
taken from Huſbandey? F e the Seed, 
the Plow, the Bard, from Threſhing and W in- 
nowing; alſo from planting, 'grafing and pruning 
of Trees; and not à ſew from the ordering of 
Cattle. So that to what Buſineſs ſoever you turn 
your Hands, in any Paft of your Calling, ſtill 
Go meets you with one heavenly Inſtruction; or 
Kocher. But, alas! how few are able to improve 

their Employments to ſuch excellent Ends? 5 


A 
2 o * e 12 


„ rasse Things, ace; but-briefly-hintadin the 
1 Scriptures, and thoſe Hints ſcattered up and —— 
that they know not where to find them; and if 
' 2 could, yet would it be {evi ſo to methodize. 
; them, as it is neceſſary they ſhould be, in order ta 
u dir due Improvement by Meditation. FRA 
nal | ND 
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ger and in this "Man 
a | as you find thern in the 
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H 5 E ment of? 
Employment: 


eh 5 z there is a Multiplicity of Bu- 
ſinefs incumbent on him, The End of 
| done Wotk,, is but the Begi nning HS 
rot er. Every Seaſon of the Year: bribes g 
ter Wok With it: 2 08 mes you find Þi A Nat 
n Vor- XILIV. Fields, 


* 


8 * 
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Fields, Dreſſing, Plowing, Sowing, Harrowing, 
Weeding, or Reaping; and ſometimes in his Barn, 
Tbreſhing, or Winnowing; ſometimes in his Or- 
chard, Planting, Grauffing, or Pruning his Trees; 


and Fete among his Cattle: So that he hath | 


no Time to be idle. And as he hath a Multiplici- 
of Baſiners, 16 every Part of it is full of Tt: 


He 


fore he eats it; and as it were dips it in his own 
Sweat, whereby it becomes the ſweeter to him. 


Though Sin brought in the Huſbandman's Sweat, 


yet now not to ſweat would increaſe his Sin. 


— APPL %% # RARE 0s 


proud here the Life of a ſcrious Chriſtian. As 
me Life of a Huſbandman, ſo the Life of a Chrif- 
tian is no idle or eaſy Life. They that take up 
Religion for Oftentation, that place the Buſineſs of 
it in Notions and idle Speculations, in Forms, 
Geſtures, and external Obſervances, may think, 
and call it ſo: But ſuch as devote themſelves unto 


it, and make Religion their Bufinefs, will find it 


no eaſy W ork, to excrciſe themſtives to Godlſineſs. 
Many there are, that affect the Reputation of it, 


who cannot endure the Labour of it, If Men 


might be indulged to divide their Hearts betwixt 
Gas and the World, or to cull out the cheap and 
eaſy Duties of it, and neglect the more difficult 
and coſtly ones, it were an EN Thing to be a Chriſ- 
tian: But ſurely to h abe Reſpect ts A 


of 


| 1 20 it wille ehe that 4; Work of a Ss 
1 15 much the 8 e Work "AY 8. 


e cats not the Bread of Idleneſs, but earns it be- 


l 8 4 Com- 
mandm nts, to live the ife, as. yo Il as ſpeak the 
2 55 of a Chriſtian; to be! holy ih all Manner : 
anverſation, is not fo eaſy. is will beevi-. 
dirs comparing the Life of a Chriſtian, with” 

Fe ile of a H uſhandman, i in theſe five Particulars; 


„K- ji. todd 6S* OA A Boe 


75 Benden Uſe of earthly Thing gs. 27 


1. Tur Huſbandman hath much to do, many 
NE. to look after; but the Chriſtian more ; It 
we reſpect the Extenſiveneſs of his Work, he h; 


2 large Field indeed to labour in, 'P/al. exix. 

8 = The Cont; 14 axceedir broad; Jet Aa vaſt 4 
ent and Latitude, comprifing not only 3. 

by tude of external Acts and Duties, and guiding 5 

2 Offices of the outward, Man about them, but alſo - 


taking in every hs and Motion of. the 27 
Man. en 7 5 | 130 4 FEES 6; $21, | | 


dut for Chriſtians. there is hearing Work, praying 
Work, reading, meditating, and feif-examining 
Work; it puts him alfo upon à conſtant Watch 


2 World of Work hath a Chriſtian about them ? 
For of them he may ſay,” as the Hiſtorian doth of 
Hannibal, They are never quict, whether conquer- 
ing or conquered. How many, weak ebnen 
Graces hath he to recoyer, improve and ſtrengthen 
There is a weak Faith, a languiſhing Love, dull and 
faint Deſires to be quickened and envigorated. And 
ben all this is done, what a Multitude of Work 
do his ſeveral Relations exact from him? He hath 
a World of Buſineſs incumbent on bim, a8. 4 Pa- 
q rent, Child, Huſband, Wife, Maſter,” Servant, or 
Ir Friend, yea, not only to Friends, put Enemies. 
. And befides all this, bow many difficult Things are 
there to be borne and ſuffered for Chrift? And yer. 
will not Gov allow his People. in Gee lect. 1 
ic a one of them: Neither can he be a rilti: 
chat hath not Reſpect to every: Command, and 186 
n IJ "ot boly in all Manner of onverfation. Every 
one of theſe Duties, like the ſexetal Spokes in a 
5 Wheel come to bear in the whole Round of à Cbriſ- 
21 ian 8 Converſation : So that he hath $A ork, 
＋ vpoty his Hands than the F 
C 2 FI Tux 


You 6nd 5 in 2 Word. a World of Work cut 


aber oi the Corruptions of his Heart, Ob, what 


* 


!!!! A Te eo One 


..the Afs, Levit. xi. 30. 


_« Every Dacrifice under the Goſpel, muſt, be a Saczi- 
g Vd Vork! is to | be performed. 


* 1 i 1 


55 ace. Luke xiil. 24. In the 
= Prayer, ſerving Gop Inſtantly ; or in 2 ſtretched; 
| . 3+ 


2 1 


Sf Ader this Work, than to pena yur N10 of the 


.23 Huſbandry Shiritualiz'd : Or, 
2. Tas Huſbandman's Work is confeſſed to be 
\ Edie Work, but not like the Chriſtian's. What] 


Auguſtus ſaid of the young, Reman, is verified inf 
N ue Chriſtian, Ouicguid wilt, vald wuit.| 
batſoever he doch in Adee, he doth to Por- 
_ poſe. Under Law F $72 rejected the Snail and} 
xed. xili. 13. And under 
" Golpe), He allows no fluggiſh, lazy Profeſſor. 
Sleepy Duties are utterly un egbl⸗ to the Living 
God; He will have the very Spirits diſtilled and 
offered up to him in every Duty, Jahn iv. 24. He be. 


eren 


» ftows upon his People, the very Subſtance and Ter- 
nel of Mercies, and will not accept from them the t 
Shells and Shadows of Duties; not the Skin, bu : 
the Inwards, and the Fat that coyereth the Inwards, 


Was required under the Law, Exod. xxix. 30, And 
ice full of 15 1 ; obſerve the Manner i in which 


Kam „Vi. 1. In ſervi . ervent in Jiri: 
4 $ 1. 1 Pas, I ent ; 3 or do- 
* l n and enough. im. iv. 7. Ia 
odline 515 rei ing, or or {trippin Wes as for| 

Purſuit of Happi- - 
ſs, 1 even to an Agony. Aeis xxvi. 7. In} 


out Man ET 5 pouring aut gl rk Hearts befor 
Paal li. 8. as if the Body were left like 


d. Corpſe upon the Knees, whilſt the Spirit is de- 
AT from it, e aſcended to Gop. This is 
Manner. of his: Work: Judge then how much 


row in manual Labour. 


in 


I 3¹ 37 Huſbandman finds his 1 as, he left 


b be cap begin one Day where he left the other; th; 
. it is not. | e ** N 10. W tal 
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and a buf, Devil, diforder and ſpoil his Work eve 
Day. The Chriſtian finds not his Heart in the 
Morning, as he leſt i "at Night; and eyen when he 
is about his Work, how many Set-backs doth; "ke 
meet with? aten flao 8 15 is Right Hand g 
working Hand) to refi him; Zach i. 


iti. 1. n 
he would dν t Evil (the Eyil of his own DOE Ft 
and 24 is reſent with . „ of a 
4. Tas Huſbandman hath ſome reſting 
when he throws aſide all his Work ; but the Chriſ- 
tian hath no reſting Day, till his Adee 3 and 
then he ſhall AA Koa his Labours : eligion al- 
lows no idle * but requires him 10 be 2 47 
abnuniing in the Wark of the LORD, 1 Cor. xv 


When one Daty i is done, another calls for him; 5 


the Lord's Day is a Day of Reſt to the Huſband- | 
man, but no Day in the Week fo ſaboriaus to the 
Chriſtian. When he hath gathered in the Crop of 
one Duty, he is not to fit down fatished therewith, 
or ſay, as that rich Worldling did, Tue it. 19. 
Soul, take thine Eaſe, theu baſt. Ga laid up for man 
Yaore? but muſt to plow a n, and count it 
if the Vintage reach to the Seed · time, Lev. xxvi 5. 
I mean, if the Strength, Influence, and” Colifort 
of one Duty, hold out to another L Duty; and that 
it may be ſo, and there be no Room left for Idleneſs, 
Gop hath appointed ejaculatory Prayer, to fill up 
the Intervals, 8 ſtated 5 more ſolemn Du- 
ties; Theſe are to keep in bs Fire, which kind- 
led the Morning Sacrifice. When can the Chriſti- 
an fit dawn 1 Bp Y, Now all my Wark e, 7 


4 118 17 


have 585 to do wit b Dobre or withm,"* 
1 e244 94 54 iet 
Tn is Tight pre the Labour of 
Me + bbc is ended; old Age ahd Weakneſs 
take him off from all Employment ; ; they can only 
look upon their „ but cannot do a _ 
3 0 


 Nycated as to t 


En, 
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we muſt leave it to you 
young 1 58 but the an 15 never ſupetan- 
E 


8 the lon- 


War igion ; 
F he Ii ves, the more — 
is fall of Days 


AP 4 Fruit in old Age, they * be * and a6 
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"REFLECTIONS. | 


may. the Wordling fay have l 
ju mag. th « periſheth ? ya the 
Dey of the. _ — . in the very 
Eire, and yet is the Chriſtian' s Work harder = 


2 mine? Surely, then, I, never underſtood the Work | 


brifliapity,.. Alas, my. ſleepy Prayers and for- 

pal Duties, even, all. that Lever. cerformed in.my 
Le, never. coſt me chat 

Plow hath, done. 1: . 0 either wWholly neglected, 


Ta at 155 io Pan 1% religiaus Duties, that 


— trul * * op what colt me Nor 


* it hath opened its Waben ſwal- 
I|.my.Aﬀec- 


e Heart, my Lime, 
tions. 12 far am f om the Kingiom of Gov! 


2 Any pow liche better is is my. Caſe, may the. For- 
milk ſay, who have indeec profeſſed Religion, but 
never made it my Buſineſs? Will an empty (though 
Ae Gaal fave. mt How. mark: "oo 

aye periſhed in the Storms, notwi 

27 fo Nene ths . 1 raus, the Su Succe 5 the 


ol 


7050 Work themſelves ; they can tell you what they | 
J in ae younger Years, but now (ſay they) | 
Peopl le; we cannot be 


eas ſrom him. 
o expects he ſhould | 


be full of Fruits, Plal. xcii. 14. . They. ſhall bring 


Paing, that one Hour at 


ee Wretch ! How. is the. 
87 gment of if or an dae executed upon me? 
Jr l pened het Mauth, and. ſwallowed, up | 


Pm 5 9 Q me. 
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The heavenly Up of earthly Things. 
them from the Rocks, nor will it fave me 4 
Hell. I have done by Religion, 1 1 ſhould have 
done by the World; N a8 if J prayed not; 
and heard, as if I heap not. L have given t D. 
but the Shadow of Duty, and can \pever. © 
from him a real Reward. Py „ n M * W 


wh How unlike a Chiiftian "WY thou alſo. (Ox my 
a ſlothful Chriſtiaa ſay, go . 
Wan t ough upright in the main, yet how 
Zeal and Activity. doſt thou ras in thy Du- 
ties? Awake Love and Zeal, ſeeſt thou not the Toil 
and Pains Men. take for the World? How do they 
I IF prevent the Dawning of the Day? And labour as in 
he the Fire 'till Night; and all this for a Trifle! 
ry WW Should not every Drop of Sweat which I fee trickle. 
an from their Brows, fetch (as it were) a Drop of 
rk BY Blood from my Heart? who am thus convinced and 
r- reproved of chameſul Lazineſs, by their . 
ny fatigable Diligence. Do, 85 pant after the Buſt 
at of the Earth? Amer it. And ſhall not I 
d, pant after Gop ? Ah, my- Soul! t was not wont 
at to be ſo with thee, in the Days b my Profeſſion, N 
o Should I have had no more Communian win 
he Gop in Duties then, it would have broken ; 
Heart; I ſhould have been weary of my Lifey 1 | 
up MW this. a Time for one to ſtand. idle, who. ſtands at 
al- WJ the Door of Eternity ? What, Hack. anded, — 
c- fo near my r Reſt ! Or haſt-thau found 
WY the Work of Gop fo unpleafant to thee ? Or the 
Trade of Godlineſs fo unprofitable ? Or panes 
r- thou nat, that Millions now in Hell x 
ut W Want of. ſerious Diligence in Religion FN doth _ . 
gb my Diligence for Gop, anſwer to Tar which Chi 
ve hk done and ſuffered, to purchaſe” my Happin s 
ng Or to the Preparations He hath, made far me 5 
Heaven? Or doſt thou forget 5. — 5 2 lh. 
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Fot Shame (my Soul) for Shame ! rouze up thy- 
ſelf, — bovehy: Work, with a Diligence an · 


ſwerable to the Weight thereof; for it is no n 


Work N thee, it is 150 Life. tnf N 


oeoceoooooo ooo 


A EF 1 t ﬆ3 - [14-1 TT 13 as 
* "RY « F*. %. : Th . ; % aw -4 
1 ; MILD 1 1 x! } > Aim wit $75 LY 4 % 1 
a 5 6 1 3+ 7H * 1 0 WW. *. * * £ ** A v. K 1 II. U ho «© #S# 2 * KS + its 
0 PR _—_ ; TY, +. g an 
4 1 43 x % 4, 5 44+ * % 


Yoo, the Thriftnes me he Miba, 


1 5 Masern are * Wg Weeds 
of? 7 — — . be aeliue then. 


ur” * #44 . 2 4 8 
Ein . wat. | NF 
8 22 " "OBSERVATION N 
R120 2 


Npus TR J and Diligence is thi w 
"thrive and grow rich ia the World. The 


expected; Quin fugit molam, fugit ſuri nam; he 
that refuſes the ill,” refuſes ' the Meal, (faith the 
Proverb) The Alen Soul ſbail be made fat. Solo- 
© man hath two Proverbs concerning Thriftineſs and 
Increaſe in the World. In Prov. x. 4. he faith, 
"Thr Hand of the Diligent meth rich. | And ver. 22. 
he faith,” 7% Bling of the Lonxp mateth' rich. 
"Theſe arc nor contradictory, but confirmatory each 
"of other; one ſpeaks of the principal, the other of 
-*the inſtrumental Cauſe. Diligence without God's 
-*Biefling will not doit; and that Bleſſing cannot be 
"Expected without Diligence; therefore Huſband- 
men 


loitering Or would the Damned live at this Rate 
as I do, if their Day of Grace might be recalled ? | 


AF be manured, or its Increaſe is in ain 


rere. 0 ac 
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The heaueniy Uſe of earthly Things. 33 
men ply their Buſineſs with unwearied Pains, they 
even lodge in the Midſt of their Labours, as that 
good Huſband | Boaz did, [Ruth ii. 3, They ate 
parſimonious of their Time, but prodigal of their 
Strength, becauſe they find this to be the chriving 
Ways? en eee 2079 


* 


iir K 
4 
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APPLICATION. | 
;3 


„„ $7: 46 ; 
As Nature opens her Treaſures to none but the 
diligent, ſo neither doth Grace. He that will be 
rich, muſt be a painful Chriſtian; and whoſoever - 
vill cloſcly ply the Trade of Godlineſs, {ball cam 
ſortably and quickly find, That in keeping Gop's | 
i Commanaments there is ee ſal, js 5 
(op. 1s a bountiful Rewander ich gs dilagen 
te 7 Hie Leb xi. 6. Nor will He ſuffer their 
Work to go unrewarded ; yca, it ſufficiently ge- 
wards itſelf, 1 Tim. vi. 6. And its Reward is 
Twofold; (i ) Preſent, and in Part; (2) Future, 
and in Full, Mart x. 29, 30. Now in this Time 
an Hundredfold, even from Suffering, which ſeems 
the moſt unprofitable. Part af the Work, and in 
| the World to come Life everlaſting... If you a 
co what preſent Advantage Chriſtians have p their 
th Diligence ? I anſwer, as much or more than the 
in Huſbandman bath from all his Toils and Labevrs. 
he Let us compare the Particulars, and ſee what the 
ne Huſbandman gets, that the Chriſtian gets not alſo.- 


d 1: You-ger-Credit.by your Diligencg; it ig 
h, Commendation and Honour to you, to he active 
2, and ſtirting Men: But how much more Honour 
5 doth Gap put upon his laborious Servants ? It is 
-h i the higheſt, Honour: of a Creature, to be aQtiverand 
of MF uſeful for his Gap... Saints are called H H 
's I 72zr, as they are fitted for the Maſter's Uſe, 
de 2 Tim, ii. 21. Wherein conſiſts the Honour of An- 


gi wood 510 


34 "Huſbandry Spiritualiæ d 4 Or, | 


gels but in this; that they are miniſtring Spitits, 


"ſerviceable Creatures? And all the Apoſtles gloried . 


in the Title of Servants. The loweft Office in 
which a Man can ſerve God, even that of a NM. 
thinimy or Door-keeper, which was the loweſt 
Order or Rank of Officers in the Houſe of Gon, is 
yet preferred by David before the Service of the | 
reateſt Prince on Earth, It is no ſmall Honour 
to be active for Gp. if: 
. et 1 


1 * hy. * 5 | Ws 1 - oy 0 
2NRt Ar d od e en tr 


2. Lob have this Benefit by your Labour, that 
thereby yu od looſe and evil Company, which 
- would draw-you into Miſchief. By UNE: for 
God, the Chriſt ian alſo is ſecured from Temprati- 
ons; Go 15-with them, while they are with Hin, 
2 "Chron. xv. 2. Communion with Gon in the 
Way of Duty, is a great Preſervative againſt Temp. 
tations: The School: men put the Queltion, how 
the Angels and glorified Saints became impeccant? 
And reſolve it thus: That they are ſecured from Sin, 
by the beatifical Viſion; and ſure 1 am that the 
Vikons of Gop, not only in Glory, but now alſo 
in Duty, are marvellous Defences againſt Sin; and 
; that are moſt active fer God, have the fulleſt 

deareſt Viñons of Gov, Febn xiv. 212. 


PY 
1 


* ＋ 


3. Vo have this Benefit by your Labour, that 
it tends much to the Health of your Bodies The 
Chriſtian hath this Benefit by his Labour, that it 
tends to a healthful State of Soul; The May of the 
Lon is' Strength to the Upright, Prov. x. 29. As 
hoſe that follow their daily Labours in the Field, 
Have much more Health than Citizens that idly, 
or Scholars that live a ſedentary Life: So the active 
Chriſtian enjoys more ſpititual Health, and is trou- 
ved with fewer Complaints than others. 
„ oft ot TAX an 7265 4 
2 * LEN et 3 47 1 8 jeg TE. e r © By 
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4. By Diligence in your civil Employments, 
Jou preſerve your Eſtates, and are kept from run- 
ing behind-hand in the World... And b y Activity 
und Diligence for Gon, Souls are kept 225 Back- 
iding and running back in their Graces and Com-. 
F and Intermiſſions in our Duties, 
ure - hl ſt Steps and Degrees by which a Soul . 
lines and, waſtes as to his ſpiritual Eſtate. 


"V4 14. 124 * 
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. Your Pains and Diligence! i in the Field, 
| tes your Beds ſwect to you at Night, Eccieſ. v. 
12. Rei, ſweet te a labe ring. Man, whether he | 
at little er much. But the dibgent Life of a Chriſ-_ 
ian makes the Clogs of the Valley, his Grave, ſweet 
Junto him, Think, Chriſtian, bow/fweet it will be 
For thee, when thou comeſt to die; to ſay then as 
thy Redeemer did, when near his Death, Jahn xvii, 
F. I have iel the Work that Thou gave}t ne 
, 17 and OW, 0 AP) 4 2 mne te 42 
Fun Self 55 4 


b. You get Eftates bi yout FT At and FX. 
our; but what are your Gains to the Gains of 
hriſtians ? They c can get In an Hours that which 4 
5 will not part with tor all the Gold and e 0 
on Earth. j 


it 80 that campare | theſe Le. as to all their. L 
e Advantages, and you ſhall ſee, that there is, nag 
ö Trade US that which the A Chriſtian wad | 
O 
, 
7 


1 154 ne 3 . 
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80, Rx us then, O my Soul, at theConkideras.,.. 
tion of thy Lazineſs, which is attended with. te. 

ny ſpiritual Wants! And can I wonder, at it, 
when I refuſe. the batt Way of my Duty, in 


18 Rn e 63 are only 
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da be found? If theſe Fruits lay upon the gelen 

of Duty, or could be had wie. Wiſhes, I fliould } 
not want them; but to dig deep and take Pains I 
Cannot. My Deſires, like thoſe of the flothful } 
Man, kill me, becauſe my Hands refuſe to labour, | 
Prov. xxi. 25. If every were to be rewarded | 
_ preſently with Gold, would I not have been more 
afiduous in them ? And yet I know that a Heart} 
full of the Grace and Comfort of the Hol 4 ; 
is- better than a 'Houſe full of Gold and Silver. | 
what a Compoſition of Stupidity and Sloth am 1 q 
I have been all for the ſhort Cut to Comfort; when 
conſtant Experience teacheth, that the farther Way | 
about, by painful Duty, is the neareſt Way to it. 
What Pains do Huſhandmen take ? What Perils do 
Seamen run for a little Gain? O fluggiſh Heart | 
wilt thou do Nothing for eternal. Treafures ? 


* Ir there be ſuch great Rewards 1 
Diligence in Duty, then why art thou ſo apt 
8 my Soul) to caſt off Duty, becauſe thou findeſt 
not preſent Comfort in it? How quickly am I diſ. 
520 if I preſently” find not what I expect in} 
Whereas, the Wel is deep, and much} 
Pant. muſt be taken to draw / up thoſe Waters of 
Joy. There is a golden Vein in the Mount of 
Duty, but it lies deep; and becauſe I meet not with 
it as ſoon as I expect, my a throws by the 
Shovel, and cries dig ene £4444 


 Thirdh, Ir this be indeed the rich oY thriving 
Trade, may the Worldling ſay, why do I peddl: 
about the poor low Things of the World ſo much, 
neglecting the rich Trade of Godlineſs for it? O, 
how much of 8 Time and Strength have theſe 
Things devoured ? Had I employed that Time in 
Communion' with Gor; would'it not have tuin'd 
woa better Hecount? Phinkeſt 1 ON 
my 
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my Soul, that Gop hath endowed thee with ſuch 
excellent Faculties, capable of the moſt divine 
and heavenly Employments, or that 
hath ſhed his 7 valuable precious Blood, or that 
hath ſent — rr <6 of — = 
all this to fit Men for no or er Employ- 
ments than theſe? f * * 5 4 


1s this the Bod of: iy. wonderful Crete! 
Doth Gop whirl about the Heavens in endlefs Re- 
volutions, to beget Time for this? Or doth he not 
rather —_— that the  weightieft Work ſhould en- 
greateſt Strength, and choiceſt 'Hours ? 


| 87 that 7 — once conſider, what a 828 
de Chriſtians ſerve, who will not on e be 
rt! ward them at Night z but brings chem their F 


into the Field to encourage them in their Laber! 
What Pity is it, that ſo good a Maſter ſhould be 10 
badly ſerved as He hath been by me. E 
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ve the Chearfulneſs o of che namens 


The P 8 fongs . r les the he e, 
a a per _ As der e is great. 
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e hoping cxao0s THE 


Houon the Labours of Huſbandmen are 

great and. toilſome, yet with what Chearful- 
nefs do they go through them? Hear the Melody 
they make as they follow the Plow; yea, the very 
Horſes have their Bells, which make a pleaſant 
Noiſe. I have often been delighted with this Coun- 
try Muſick, whereby they ſweeten their hard Had 
SO * innocent Pleaſure. | 


APPLICATION. 


une how much greater Cauſe have the people 
b Go to addreſs themſelves unto his Work with 
all Chearfulneſs of Spirit? And indeed, ſo far as 
the Heart is ſpiritual, it delights in its Duties. It 
is true, the Work of a Chriſtian- is painful, more 
than the Huſbandman's, but then it as much ex- 
ceeds in the Delight and Pleaſures that attend it. 
What is the Chriſtian's Work, but with Foy to ra- 
Mater out of the Wells of Salvation , Vu may ſee 5 
OE pleaſant Path * Path of Duty i is, by the 
| hear- | 


: 


5 


Fr 
ö 


the Duty of the Saints. Nejoice in the Log, 


And that you 


N ploymenta,, Change of 8 . 
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Chearfulneſs of thoſe that have walked in it, 


Pſal. cxix. 14. 1 have rejoiced in the Way" of thy 
udgments, as much as in all Riches. | W's by-the 
romiſes that are made to ſuch, P/al. cxxxviii. 5. 


Yea, they ſhall fing in the Ways of the 50 1 Ns, ow 


is the Glory of the; Lonhn. 


AND laſtly, by the many Commands, where- 
by Joy in the Ways of the LOAD inte 


Righteous, for Praiſe is re for the Upright, Pſal. 
xcvii. 12. Rejoice, and again I ſay rejoices Phil. 
iv. 4. Where the Command is doubled; yea, not 
only ſimple Rejoicing, but the higheſt Degree of 
that Duty comes within the Command, Pſal. cxxxii. 
2, 16. Shout for Foy, all ye that are upright in Heart. 
And Luke vi. 22, 23 they are bid to leap for Joys 
when about the difficulteſt Part of their Wor 

may ſee there is ſufficient Ground 
for it, and that is not like the mad rr We on 
dane be pleaſed to conß det, . nt 1 | 

MCLETE + 3 8-40GTS £03 141 12:£11.8 VEE EN 282 
1. Tus Nature of the: Work about which 

are — it is the moſt excellent and heavenly 
Employment that ever Souls were acquainted. with. 
O what a delightfome Thing it is to walk with 
Gop | And yet by this, the whole Work of a 
Chriſtian is exprefled, Gen. xvii. 1. Can any Life 
compare with this for Pleaſure ? Can they be chill, 
that walk in the Sunſhine? Or ſad, that abide in 
the Fountain of all Delights? And walk with Him 
whoſe Nameſis the Gop of all Comfort, 2 Cor. 1 i. 
3. In whoſe, Preſence is the Fulneſs'of Foy, Pſal. xvi. 
12.4.0 at. an — — Life dem Chriſtian 
n mu ln Tak bang Musen 


11 1 . 45 v.25 1 


2. 1s; os confider the Variety of n Em- 


Te- 


49 Huſbandry Spiritualiæ d: Or, 


Tediduſneſs of Labour. Variety of Voices pleaſe 
the Ear; Variety of Colours pleaſe the Eye ; the 
ſame Meat prepared ſeveral Ways pleaſes the Pa- 


where with Gop entertains his — in a un 
T0 Word, Prayer, Sacraments, + 


_ 27. ConsipRx the Suitablenes of this 
Work to a regenerate Soul. Is it any Pain for a 
Bird to fly ? Or. a: Fiſh to ſwim? Ie the Eye tired 
with beautiful Objects ? Or the Ear with melodi- 
ous Sounds? As little can a ſpiritual Soul be wearied 
with ſpirituab and heavenly. Exerciſes, Rom vii. 
22. J daliglu in the Low of Gon after the inner 
An. Weighty Things are not heavy in their 
own Element or Center. And ſurely, Gos is the 
Center of all gracious Spirits. A Sins can fit from 
Morning to Night to hear Diſcourſes of the Love 
and Lovelineſs of Feſus Cbrii. The Sight of 
36ur thriving. Flocks, and flowiſhing Fields, can- 
not yield you that Pleaſure which an upright Soul 
can find in one Quarter.of an Hour's Communion 
with Gon. They that art of the Fleſh, (faith the 
Apoltle, Rom. viii. 5.) do mind the Things of the 
Ne, and they that art after the Spirit, the T bings 
that are of the Spirit. But then, look how much 
heavenly Objects tranſcend earthly ones, and bow 
much the Soul is more capable of Delight in thoſe 
Ohjects, than the and duller Senſes are in 
theirs; ſo much doth the Pleaſure ariſing n 
. all all ſenſitive D on n. 


REFLECTIONS. 


How am I caft and condemned by hits. ning: ths 
i carnal Heart ſay, who never ſavoured this ſpiritual 
Deligbe in holy Duties. When I am about my 
MF 2 — Ic can "go. unweariedly _ 

9 ay 


late more. But O the Variet 3 — — Diſhes | 
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Day to Day; all the Way is Down-hill by Nature ; 


— the Wheels of my AﬀeQions being oiled v 
Delight, runs fo — that they have need m 
Here I racher need the Curb 
than the Spur. O how fleet and nimble 2 
rits in theſe Purſuits But What à 8 5 


in religious Duties! Sure if my Heart were e. 


ed, I ſhould delight in the Law of Gop. Alk tl 
World are alive in their Ways, e very Creature ei 

ys his proper Pleaſure; and is there no Deli * 
be found in the Paths of Holineſs? Ts 'Godlinefs 


only a dry Root that bears no pleaſant Fruits? No, 


no, there are doubtleſs incomparable Pleaſures to be 
found therein; but ſuch mne 1 1 


— $366 90G TIS Tu 
% , : 
k | 
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I CANNOT ay but 10 Delight in religious 
Duties, may even the Hypocrite ſay, but they have 
been ſuch as rather ſprang from the Oltentarion of 
Gifts and Applauſe of Men, than any ſweet and 
real Communion with Gop; they Aae rather 
proved Food and Fuel to = Pride, than Food to 
my Soul. Like the Nightingale I can fin . 
when J obſerve others — to me, an 
with my Muſick. O, deceitful” Heart, fuch De- 
light as this will end in Howling! Were my Spirit 
right, it would as much delight in Retirements for 
the Enjoyment of Gop,' as it doth in thoſe Duties 
that are moſt expoſed to the Obſervation of Man. 
Will ſuch a Spring as this maintain à Stream e 
Affections, when carnal Motives fail? What wei 
thou anſwer, (O my Soul) to that Queſtion, Fob 
XXvii. 9 10. Mili G05 bear. his Cry toben Trouble 
comes upon him? Will he delight himſelf in the Al- 
mig Will he always call np Gon? What wilt 
thou — to this Queſtion ? Deceive not thou thy 
ſelf, O my Soul! tou wilt doubtleſs be eaſilyspets 


Suaded to Jet go that thou never 'delighteſt'in5"ah# 


be 3 


* 


r mmm 6 e 


ia Sprrituakz'd 2. Or, 


from an H 


1 To Religion. [25 he 
| — all — the d Heart takes 1 


expoſtulateth with itſelf: Doth the Plowman ſing 


amidſt his drudging Labours, and whiſtle away his | 
Weatinefs in the Field, and ſhall J droop amidſt | 


ſuch heavenly Employment? O my Soul, what 
wanteſt thou here to e thy Delight ? If 
there be ſuch an Affection as delight in Thee, me- 
thinks, ſuch an Object as the bleſſed Face of Gop 
in his Ordinances ſhould excite it. Ab, how would 


this ennoble all my Seruicts, and make them An- 


gel-like ! How glad are thoſe bleſſed Creatures to 
be employed for Gop'? No ſooner were they crea- | 


ted but they ſang, and ſhouted for Joy, Fob xxxviii. 
7. How bid they fill wang with heavenly Melo- 
dy, when ſent to bring the joyful Tidings of a 
Saviour to the World — Glory to Gop 
in the higheſt, even to che higheſt of their Powers: 
Vea, this Delight would make all my Duties Chri/?- 
like; and the nearer that Pattern, the more excel - 
lent. - He delighted . un it was 
to Him Meat and Drink. K 0 


Yea, it 50 not 275 — but facilitate al 
my Duties, and be to me as Wings to a Bird in 
Flying, or Sails to a Ship in Motion. Oiled Wheels 
run freely ; Or, ever I was 'aware, my Soul malle 
me liſe the Charity Aminadab. What is the 
Reaſon (my Gop) my Delight in Thee ſhould be 
ſo little? Ki it not, becauſe my Unbelief is ſo great? 
Rouze up my * — O Thau Fountain of Plea- 


fure! And let 2 
Joys in Duty, into the boundleſs Ocean of 
immenſe Delights that are r at 


thy Right Hand for evermore; - . «1175 hs o 
51 470 { CHAP. 


in Religion, quickly become an 


tage to rouze up its Delight in Gop; and thus it 
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t Upon the due Quality of cable Land. 


at M e NAY eee 1 „et dw; 


If Car. Land muſt 3 be; toe 15 nor pry, 7 = 
4 


e- 
5 De middle State feats be ft w. Grid ſures... 
Id | * | *; $315 e «tt 295 Aenith'i eng: 
N- | OBSBRUAT IO N.v 1 ns 
to . 504; to df uit tate wy HY fin: 
a- Uebe e find by Experience, thay their 
li. Arable Lands may be dreſſed too much, a8 


o- well as too little. If the- Soil be over- rank, the 
a | Sced ſhoots up ſo much into the Stalk, that it ſel- 
dom ears well; and if too thin and poor, it wants 
its due Nutriment, and comes not to Perſection. 
Therefore their Cate is to keep it in Heart, hot to 
over. dreſs it or under- dreſs it. The End of all 
their Coſt and Pains about it is Fruit; and therefore 
Reaſon tells them, that ſuch a State of it as beſt ney 
it for F ruit, is beſt both for it and n. 


F oe 
- i "APPLIOKTION. 3 0 


le An doth not ſpiritua} Experience teach Chri- 

he ſtians, that a Competency of the Things of this 

be Life, beſt fits them for the Fruits of Obedience, 
which is the End and Excellency of their Beings? 
a- The Altars of the Rich ſeldom ſmoke. When our 

y outward Enjoy ments are by Providence ſhaped and | 
fitted to our Condition, as à Suit is to the Body? | 
at that fits cloſe and neat, we cannot deſire 4 better 
7 Condition in ne World. 5 % bet 101 wel ; 
. Iv 


dy the ſame Spirit, looked at, Gen. xxvili. 20. 
And Jacob vowed a Vow, ſaying, if GoD will be 
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Tuts it was that wiſe Aguy: requeſted of Gos, 
Prov. xxx. 8, 9. Give me neither Poverty nor 


| Riches, but feed me with Food convenient for me, le fe 


I be Full and deny Thee, and ſay, who is the LORD?! 
Or left I be poor, and ſleal, and take the Name of my 
Gop in van. Againſt both he prays equally, not 
abſolutely ;\ that had been his Sin; but ſubmiſfively 
to the W ill of Gop.' He had rather, if God ſec Yi 
it fit, avoid both Extremes; but what would he 
have then? Why, Food convenient. Or, according 


to the Hebrew; give me my Prey or Statute- Bread; 


which is a Metaphor from Birds which fly up and 
down to prey for their Young, and what they get] 


they diſtrihute among them; they bring them Wt 


enough to preſerve their Lives, but not more than 
enough, to lie mouldering in the Neſt. Sucha 
Proportion Agur deſited; and the Reaſon why he 
deſired it, is drawn from the Danger of both the 
Extremes. He meaſured the Conveniency or In- 
conveniency of his Eſtate in the World, by its 
Suitableneſs or Unſuitableneſs to the End of his 
Being. He accounted the true Excellency of his 


Life, to conſiſt in its Tendency to the Glory of 


Gop; and he could not ſee how ' a Redundancy et 


or too great Penury could fit him for that; but a 
middle State, equally removed from both Extremes. 


© AND this was all that good Facet, who was Jed 


with me, and keep me in the May that I go, and will 
give me Br cad to eat, and Raiment te put on, ſo that 
come again to my Father's Houſe in Peace; then 
Hall the Lok D be my GOD. Jacob deſires no great 
Matters in the World, Food and Raiment will 
ſatisfy him. In ſpiritual Things his Deſires are 
boundleſs, he is the moſt greedy and unſatisfied 
Man in the World, He. xil. 4. but in Manns 


his Life, if he can get from Gon but a Morſel of 


cat, and a Mouth-full-of Water, be will not 


nvy the richeſt Cræſus upon Earth. Meat and 


l a Drink are the Riches aa Chridtians-.. Divitiæ ſunt 


Jad legem nature compoſit tos n Pomponius 


is beſt accommodated, both to-the Corman, an 
to the Deſires of a Saint. a 


x 


. Fo his Conditions janet is 4 Saints. but 


| = ons av Pilgrim upon Earth, a Man in a 


Country travelling Homeward 7 So David 
himfelh Pſalm exix. 19. Jan a Stranger 
A — And ſo thoſe onthies who are 
now at Home in Heaven, Meb. xi- 13. profeſſed 
themſelves to be Strangers and Pilgrims upon Carth, 
and to ſeek a Country: A Viaticum contents a 


— 


Traveller, he will not cumber bimſelſ with ſuper- 


fluous Things, which Er (ee en 
Nane A 


4. Is ſakts beſt with his Pede 1 men is 
regular and adviſed Defires. - Tn "1 


S (1. ) A GRACIOUS Soul. oxortily | deſires 2 bee 
Condition in the World: He is Lnsdle He hath 
much Work to do, a Race to run, and is loth to 
de clogg d, or have his Foot in the Snare of the 
Cares or Pleaſures of this Life : He: knows that 
Fulneſs expoſes to Wantonneſs and Irreligion, 
* vi. 12. Hef. xiii. 6. IR is hard, in the Mid 


of ſo many tempting Objects, to keep the golden 


Bridle of Moderation upon the Affections. 1 
Heart of a Chriſtian, like the Moon, c | 


ſuffers an Eclipſe hen it e and that: 


g * 0 Fo. 
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¶Anicus) Riches are ſuckba overty or Mediecrity, 
Jas hath enough for Nature's Uſes; W a State 


1800 e 


Ir was Salaman's Fulneſs that drew out and diſ. in 
ſolved his Spirits, and brought him to ſuch a low ne 
Ebb in Spirituals, that it remains a Queſtion with Wh 
ſome, Whether he ever recovered. it. to his dying lo. 
Day. As it is the Miſery of the Poor to be neg- 

lected of Men, ſo it is the Miſery of the Rich o 
.negle&t Gop. Who can be poorer, than to have Wy, 
ithe World, and love it? Or richer, than to enjoy Ms, 
burt little of it, and live above ii 


Ad on the other Side, extreme Poverty is no Wh 
leſs expoſed to Sin and Danger, Lev. vi. 2, 3, 4 Nees 
As high and loſty Trees are ſubject to Storms and Nia 
Tempeſts, fo. the lowelt Shrubs to be brows' d on Mir 
- by every Beaſt; and therefore a good Man deſues ne- 
5 juſt Competency, as the fte, becauſe the free! Mhir 
_— m_ toad 98 HH, 


_ - (2) A 6RAciovs Perſon deſires no more-but : WH: 

- Competency, becauſe there is moſt. of Gop's Loe. 
and Care diſcovered in giving in our daily Bread, .. 
by a daily Providence. It is betwixt ſuch a Con · .. 
dition, and a-Fulneſs of, Proviſions: in our Hand, Ws, 
as it was betwixt Egypt and Canaan; At wi Wi: 
watered with the Foot from the River Nilus, and Nu 
$ little of Gop was ſeen in that Mercy; but Cena: Wh | 
; depended upon the Dews and Showers of Heaven, | 
| and ſo, every Shower of Rain was a. refreſhin; » 

ö Shower to their Souls as, well as Bodies. Moſt 

Men that have a Stock of Comforts in their Hands, 
look upon all as coming in a natural Courſe, and H. 
ſee very little of Gop in their Mercies. Pope . 
Adrian built a College at Louvain, and cauſed this i | 
Inſcription to be written in Letters of Gold on the if: , 
Gates thereof; Trajectum planiavit, Lauvanium 11s , 
Favit, Jae incrementum; i. e. Utrecht:plant-W: ; 
| ed me, CUUGIN watered me, and Cæſar m_ the i: f 
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Increaſe. One to reprove his Folly, wrote under- 
neath, Hic Deus nihil fecit : Here Gop did No- 
thing. Carnal Men ſow, and reap, and eat, and 
look no fret. T7 T0 


5 


the ſpecial Care of Gop for him, there is a double 
Sweetneſs in thoſe Mercies; the natural Sweetneſs 
which comes from the Creature itſelf, every one, 
even the Beaſts can taſte that as well as thee ; but 
no I beſides that, there is a ſpiritual Swe-tneſs, far ex- 
4. {Wceeding the former, which none but a Believer 
nd Waſtes ; and much of that comes from the Manner 
on Win which he receives it, becauſe it comes (be it 
never ſo courſe or little) as a Covenant-Mercy to 
him. He hath given Bread to them that fear Him, 
He is ever mindful of his Covenant, Pſalm cxi. 5. 
Luther, who made many a Meal upon a broiled 
Herring, was wont to fay, „Let us be content 
« with courſe Fare here, have we not the Bread 


« with Angels?” A pregnant Inſtance of the 
dweetneſs of ſuch Mercies, is given us by a worthy 


mine own Part (faith he) however the Loxp 
« hath ſeen Cauſe to give me but a poor Pittance 
* of outward Things, (for which I bleſs his Name) 
« yet in the Income thereof I have many Times 
* obſerved ſo much of his peculiar Providence, 
© that thereby they have been much ſweetened, 
and my Heart hath been raiſed to admire his 


tion, al] Streams of wonted Supplies being ſtopt, 
the Waters of Relief for myſelf and Family id 
run low; I went to Bed with ſome Doubtings 
* of the Fountains' letting out itſelf 8 Re- 
* frelhing;* but ere I'did* awake in the Morning, 


reported 
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Bur when a Man ſces-his Mercies come in by 


« that came down from Heaven? Do we not feed 


Divine of our own, Mr. Tſaac Ambroſe : “ For 


© Grace. When of late under an hard Diſpenſa- 


a Letter was brought to my Bed-fide, Which 


> r Rr Dt ae 
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„ reported "ſome  unexpefted Breakings-out of 


© Many Mercies come unaſk'd for, and they re. 
upon Prayer, and as a Return of Prayer, thei 


_ Gony's Blei 
Seal ſet to his Promiſe at once, Pſalm Ixvi. 16, 17 
Doubtleſe Hannab found more Comfort in her $4 
muel, and Rucbel in her Vapthali, (the one being 


the Creatures (may the Hypocrite ſay) as may f 


Religion to thy worldly Intereſt. Inſtead of E: 
ing and Drinking to ſerve Gop, I have ſerve 


| ed below Religion, but below. Reaſon alſo; # 
de more excellent than the End. Wietch that | 


 tifice. to carry on my carnal Deſigns! Vexily I hon 


„ Gop's Goodneſs for my Comfort.” Where. 
he ſweetly concludes, <* One Morſel d 


«© Gop's Proviſion (eſpecially if it come unexped. 


c ed, and upon Prayer) will be more ſweet to: 


_ < ſpiritual Reliſh, than all former full Enjoyment 
n een 


quire Thankfulneſs; but when Mercies come ii 


Sweetneſs more than doubles; for now it is both 
n his own Inſtitution, and 1 


S 2 


aſked of Gop, and the other led for wit 
Gop, as their Names import) than Mothers or: 
dinarily do in their Children. 


.-. .., REFLECTIONS. 
Do the People of Gop defire only ſo much d 
them for the Service of Gop ? What a Wretd 
am I, that have deſired only ſo much of Religia 
as may fit me to gain the Creatures! As Got 


People have ſubjected all their Creature-enjoyment 
to Religion; fo, O my Soul, thou haſt ſubject 


God to eat and drink: Yea, I have not only a& 


Reaſon diQates plainly, that the Means muſt neut 


am, to make Religion a Slave 9px Luft, an A 


7 


very Heathens. make me bluſh ? | 
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my Reward ; and this is all the Good I am ever 
like to get by it. 02 7 oy US - & LY, al 2 
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An no leſs ſhould the Worldling ttemble, to 


conſider how he hath caſt off the Duties of Reli- 
gion, made them ſtand aſide, and give Place to 
the World. Inſtead of deſiring ſo much only. as 
might make bim ferviceable to Gop, he thruſts 
as much -of the 
Wotld as he can,  who/is-ſo far ſtom making God- 
lineſs the End of his Comforts, that he rather looks 
upon it as an Hindrance to them. May not the 
Could friftatle 
roſperity, to make 


deliver this as a true Rule to P 


Religion, . dur firſt and chief Care? Could ip 


pus ſay, He would rather neglect his Means than 
his Mind? His Farm than his Soul? Will the ver! 
Mabometans, how u ſoever their Buſineſs be, 
lay it aſide five Times in the Day to pray? Tea, 
is it common to a Proverb among the very Pat iss, 
that Maſs and Meat hinders no Man; and yet 1 
that profeſs: myſelf a Chriſtian, thruſt out Duty for 
every. Trifle ? 1Q#5-wretched” Soul! how hath the 
God of this World blinded mine Eyes! Can the 
World indeed do that for me, that Chriſt ean do? 
Hath-it ever proved true to them that truſted it 
Hath it not at laſt turned them off as Men turn 
off a Sumpter Horſe at Night, that hath been a 
Drudge to carry their Gold and Silver for them all 
Day, and at laſt is turned out with an empty Belly 
and a. galled Back? O bow righteous: will that 
Sentence of Gon be? Go cry io the Gods whom thou 
r 1 172 ER BIT 


Ann may not many turn in upon themſelves 
with Shame and Sorrow, to conſider how unſatiſ- 
fied they have been in that Condition that others 
have preferred and eſteemed us the greateſt of all 

Vol. XLIV. W.: outward 


50 Huſbandry Spiritualia d: Or, 


outward Mercies? I have indeed been fed! with 

Food convenient, but not contented:: How hath | 
my Heart been tortured from Day to Day with] 
anxious Thoughts, What I ſhall eat and drink, and 
wherewith I and mine ſhall be cloathed ? I pretend 
indeed that I care but for a; Competency of the 
been incompetent. Come my diſtruſtful earthly 
Heart, let me propound a few Queſtions to thee 
about this Matter, and anſwer truly to What I ſhall 

Mow Semande 1&2 eee e big] as ee 


ere 753-3 enn 12} SA HHTNT 1 7 204.82 
usf. 1. HasT thou chere a continuing City! 
Art thou at Home, or upon thy Journey, that thou 
art ſo ſollieitous about the Ward: Thy Profeſſion 
indeed ſpeaky thee a Siranget upon Earth, but thy 
Converſatiou a Home · dweller. Eraſmus ſaid, he 
deſired Honours and Ricbes, no more than a 
«+ weaty, Horſe doth a heavy Cloak- bag. Wouluſt 
thou not account him a Fool, that would victual 
his Ship as much to croſs. the Channel to France, 
as if ſhe were bound for the El- Indies? Alas! 
it will be but a lite While, and then there will 
be no more Need of any of theſe Things. It is 
fad, 1 ſtands at the Door of _ 
nity, ſmhould be perplexing: itſelf about Food an 


Queſt. 2. Wnomn haſt thou known to be the 
better for much of the World? It hath been ſome 
Mens utter Ruin. Seldom doth God ſuffer Men 
be their own Carvers, but they cut their own 
1 ingers. Jo give Riches and Pleaſure to an 
devil Man (faith Arifeth) is but to give Wine 
. to one that hath a Fever.“ Where there is no 
Want, there is uſually much Wantonneſs. What 
it a fad Story was that of Pius Quintus, When I 
ll * was in a low Condition (ſaid he) I had ſome 


— — nad — 22 > oct gegen — Rr Mes — 
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« comfortable Hopes of my Salvation; when. I 


came to be à Cardinal, I tly doubted of it!? 


hut ſince I came to the Popedom, I have no 
Hope at all.“ Though this poor undone Wreteh 
ſpake it out, and others keep it in, yet doubtleſs: 
he hath many thouſand Felldws in the World that 
might ee * — 1 would ny but . 
Truth. r „N 1 nage BY 

ye 6-31 WI A Aug 7 44 #4 * *-4P8 Yekis 2 , 


A even thoſe whom the World hath hot ex- 
cluded. out of 1 it hath- ſorely logg d 
them in the thither. Many that have been 
very humble, eh, and day in a low Condi- 
wn have ſuffered a ſad Ebb in a full Condition. 
What a cold Blaſt have they felt coming from the 
Cares and Delights of this Life, to chill both their 
Graces and Comforts ? It had been well for ſome 
of Gop's People, if they had never Re what 
Proſperity meant. | 

YEA IL SD re 

weſt. 3. Is not this a fad Symptom of in 4h 
dining State of Saul, to be ſo hot, eager, and - 
anxious about the Trifles of this Life ? Fhinkeſt 
thou, O my Soul, that one who walks in the 
Views of Glory, WY maintains a\' Converſation in 
Heaven, can be much taken with; thoſe Vanities ? 
Do not the Viſions of Gon vail the tempting” 
dplendor of the Creature? It was the Opinion of 
ſome of the Schoolmen, that the Reaſon why Adam 
in Paradiſe was not ſenſible of his 9 was 


munion avid 5 * — alle the Edge | 
the Affections to earthly Things; and \canſt thou 
be ſatisfied, my Souls with * Gains as are u. 
. ſuch Lees? 1 095 5 056 ADH _ 
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weſt. 4, To conclude. Is it not diſhonourable 


to Gop; and a Juſtification” of the Way of the 
World, for me that profeſs myſelf a Chriftian to 
be as eager after: Riches as other Men? © After all 
theft Things do thi Nations fert, Matt. vi. 32. f 
I had no Father in Heaven, nor Promiſe: in the 
Word, it were another Matter; but ſince my hea- 
venly Father knows what I have Need of, and hath 
charged me to be careful in Nothing, but only tell 
him my Wants,"PH4L vs 6.5 How unbecoming a 
Thing is it in me to live and act as I have done! 
Let me henceforth leatn to meaſure my Condition, 
rather by its rer than its Content 
and _ to my Fleſh. #1 


F f : 3 
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OBSERVATION. 


FHEN-Land-is ſpent 3 


Want of — the careful Huſband- 


man hath- many Ways to recover it. He lets it lie 
fallow to give it Reſt, and Time to recover itſelf, 
carries out his Sand, Lime, and Compoſt, to re- 
freſh and quicken it again; "and in Paſture and 
Meadow-Ground, will waſh it (if poſſible) with 
4 Cutrent of Water, or the Float of the — 


18. 
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after a Fall of Rain, which is to. the Earth a8 a 


Spring of new Blood to a conſumptive Body. He 
cuts down and kills the Weeds that ſuck it out, 
and cauſes them to make Reſtitution of What they 
have purloined from it, by rotting upon the Place 
where they grew. As careful are they to recover 


it when it is ſpent, as an honeſt Phyſician is of his 


Patient in a languiſhing Condition; for he knows 
his Field will be as grateful to him, and fully re- 
quite his Care and Coſt. £4175 QF Sar ity1 Fea 135634 i) 
tA r 9 6 . >| Hy ola dt N 
FP PEDOAT TON i 1 11956 

As Man's, ſa God's Huſbandry is ſometimes 
out of Order, not by yielding too many Crops, but 


too few. The myſtical Huſbandman hath ſome 
Fields, (I mean, particular Societies and Perſons) 


who were once fragrant and fruitful like a. Field 
which Gop had bleſſed, but are now decayed and 
grown barren z whoſe Gleanings formerly were 
more than their Vintage now: T he Things that are 


| in them are ready to die. It is poſſible for gracious / 


Souls to be reduced to a very low Ebb, both of 
Graces and Comforts. T4 24.3 TY runs A $24 N Enbih | 
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Ork that hath walked in ſweet Communion 
with Gop, ſunning himſelf in the Light of his 
Countenance, may afterwards. wall in Darkneſs, 
and ſee no Light, Iſaiah l. 10. He that bath caſt 


Anchor within the Vail, and rode — the 


peaceful Harbour of Aſſurance, may ſeem 
bis Anchor of Hope come Home to him, and ge 
adrift into the ſtormy Ocean again, crying with 
the Church, Lam. iii 18. dy Hope is per iſbed ſram 
tbe LorD, His calm and clear Air may be overs 
caſt and clouded, yea, filled with Storms and 
Tempeſts, Lightnings and Thunders: His Graces, 
like under-ground Flowers in the Winter, may, all 

: i Wh diſappear, 


( 
| 
z 
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diſappear, and hide their Heads. To Gop be 
may ſay, I am caſt out of thy Sight; I know Thou 
canſt:do much, but wilt Thou ſhew Wonders to | 
the Dead? To the Promiſes he may ſay, you are 
ſweet Things, but what have I to do with your 1 Þ 
could once indeed rejoice in you as my Portion, 
but now I doubt I graſped à Shadow. Io Saints 
he may ſay, turn away from me, labour not to 
_ comfort me, do not ſpill your precious Ointments 

of Conſolation upon my Hans for what have I to 

do with Comfort? T'o former Experiences, he 
may ſay in his Haſte, you are al! Liars. Lo the 


Like of Gop's Countenance, he may ſay, fere- 
well ſweet Light, I ſhall behold thee no more. 


To Satan he may ſay, O mine Enemy, thou haſt 
at laſt prevailed againſt me, thou art ſtronger than 
I, and haſt overcome. To Duties and Ordinances, 
he may ſay, where is the Sweetneſs I once found 
in you? You were once ſweeter to me than the 
Honey comb; but now as taſteleſs as the White 


Bur will Gop leave his poor Creatures helpleß 
in ſuch a Caſe as this? Shall their Leaf fall, their 
Branches wither, their Life depart ? Will He ſee 
their Graces fainting, their 'Hopes gaſping, the 
Things that are in them ready to die, and will He 
not regard it? Ves, yes, There il Hepe of a Tre 
| of it be eut down, and the Root thereof wax old in 
_ the Earth, yet by the Scent of Water it will bud, and 
ring forth Boughs like a Plant, Job: xiv. 8, 9. tog 
This poor declining Soul, as fad as it fits at the I th: 
Gates of Hell, may rouze up itſelf at laſt, and in 
ſay to Satan, that ſtands triumphing over him, Ss 
Rijoice nat \vver me, O mine Enemy, for though 1 Gr 
Full, jet I ſhall ariſe; thaugh I fit in Darkneſs, tht wi 
Lon will be a Light unte me, Mic. vii. 8. He wi 
may taiſe up himſelf upon his Bed of W hts 
Sos 1) x as 3 O | 
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cor all this, and ſay to Gop, Though Thou haſt 
2 chaſtened me fore, yet haft Thou not given me over 


unto Death. He may turn about to the Saints that 
have mourned for- him, and with a lightfome 


Countenamce fay, ball not dic, but live, bn 


clare the Works of the Donn He may fay to the 
Promiſes, you are the true and faithful Sayings of 
Gop, my Unbelief did belye'y ou; 1 faid in my 
Haſte you were L rs, but I am aſhamed of = 
Folly. Surely, O my Soul, there is yet Hope 

thine End; thou mayſt de reſtored; thou may ft 
yet recover thy Verdure, and bg Bes week hors "ihe 
Dew of Herbs. For, MY nv! ) 192 


1. He not thy Father, 1 a Father- fat of 


1 „ 


Compaſſions and Bowels? And can a Father ſtand 
by his dying Child, fee his faintin Fits, bear his 


melting Groans, and Pity- bee ng s and not 
help him; eſpecially having Reſtoratives by Him, 
that can do it? Surely, At a Father pitien his own 
Children, ſo tuill thy Gop g thee, Pal: citi: 12, 13. 
He will ſpare thee, as a Father ſpareth his own Son 
that 4 him, Mark iii. 17. Hark, how his 
Bowels yearn! I hate furely heard Ephraim be- 
moaning himſelf e Is not Ephraim my dear Senf Is 
he not a pleaſant Chiid ® For fince I fpake againſt bim, 
Ido carnitly remember him till, 1 wil Ju ey 
ay WIN FF xxxi. 20 * 


2. Dow He not hen ey Lie woa be ad 
together uſeleſs to Him, if He ſhould not reſtore 
thee ? What Service art thou fit to perform to Him, 
in ſuch a Condition ? Thy Days will” con fume" lite 


| Smoke, whilft thy Heart is ſmitten und withered like 


Graſs." Thy Months will'be Months of Vanity," 


will fly-awwoy, and'ſre no G, Job. vii. 3. 44 — 7 
will but quicken thee again, chen thou tuiit c 


bis Name But in a dead and —— 
tion, 
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tion, thou art no more fit for any Work of Gop, | 
ian a ſick Man is for manual 1 3 and ſurcly | 
e hath not put thoſe excellent Graces of his Spirit 
— — Thee for Nothing; they were planted 
there for F ruit and Service, and therefore Aab 
leſs He wall revive aeg ig. nin W 


3. VEA, Doſt thou not think He ſees thine 
Taability to bear ſuch a Condition long ? He knows 
thy Ah, woul is fait be before Him, and 00 Soul which 
He hath. made, vn. 16. . David told Him as 
much in the like Condition, lam cxliii, 75 8, 
Hear. me ſpeedily, O Lox d, for. my Spirit faileth ; 
hide not thy Face from me, % 1 be lite unto the/: 
that go down into the Pit; g. d. LorD, make Haſtc 
and recover my languiſhing Soul; — | 
whereas Thou haſt now k Child, * Tes wilt 
Wert have A dead Child. | | 


Ax i in like Manner Job deal ea with Him, 
Tab vi. 1, 2, 3, 11, 12. My Grief is heauier than 
the Sand of Sta, my Wards are ſwallowed 19, 
for the Arrows of the Almighty are within me, and 
the Poiſon thereef drinks up my & parits - 5 Terrers 
of (30D ido [et — elves in — again me; what 
ig my Strength that 7 Gould hape 7 h my Strength the, 
Strength of Scones; or are my Bones of Braſs? O: 
ther Troubles a Man may, but this he cannot bear, 
Prov. xviii. 14. And therefore doubtleſs ſeaſona- 
ble and gracious Reviyings will come; Ve will 

nat ſtir up all bis. i rath; for: He remembers thou 
art but Fleſh, a Wind that paſſeth away, and cometh 
net again. He hath, Ways enough to do it; if He 
do, but uovail. his. bleſſed Face, and make it ſhine 
again upon thee, thou art faved, The Manifeſta- 
tions of his Love, will be to my Soul as Showers 
to the parched Graſs; Thy Poul that now droops 


* * the Wing, ſhall then revive and leap 
or 
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1 r Joy A new Face ſhall come upon thy Ges 


Il bud again, and bloſſom as the Roſe: Tf 
„ We wi but fend a Spring of auxihary Grace into thy 


again, and king as Fr: = © Days of thy Youth, 


1 TEN a 
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” Ts is wy very Caſe, faith many a poor che. 
Iſtian; thus my Soul languiſhes and droops Sod 
Day to Day. How- unlike um I to whit cee 
8. was? Surely, is the old Men wept; when they 
1 ſaw how ſhort the ſecond Temple came of — 
of the firſt; ſo may 1 ſit down and weep bitterly, 
0 to conſider bow much my firſt Love drr Dudes" 
2 excelſed the preſent. For, 2 e N 
99 10 65 F 
ik 1. Is my Heart ſo much in Heaven: now; a fe. 
vas wont to be? Say, O my Soul, deſt thou not 
remember, when, like the Leloved Diſciple, thou 
layeſt in Feſus's Boſom f How didft thou ſweeten 
Communion with Him? How reſtleſs and impa- 


ments were to thee as the Hell of Hell: What a+ 
Burden was the World to me in'thoſe\Days!. Had 
f. it not been for Conſcience of my Duty, I could? 
* | have been willing to let all lie, that Communions 
vich Chriſt might ſuffer no Interruption. When I 

1 awaked in the Night, how was the Darkneſs en- 
ph lightened by the heavenly Glimpfes of the Counte- 

| nance of my Gop ? How did his Company ſhorter 
9 Whoſe Hours, and beguile the Tediouſneſs of the 
Night? Is it now as it was then? No, no, thoſe 
Days are paſt and gone, and thou become much' 2 
ranger to that heavenly Life. Art thou able with 
w Fruth to deny this Charge! When occaſi 
bas by thofe Places, which wete once to me; * 
Jet Berbel to bim, I fh at N e 


Soul, then ſhalt thou return to thy firſt Works 


tient waſt thou in his Abſence'? [Divine Withtraws? 


waa 2 er neee ee eee * 
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of former Paſſages betwixt me and Heaven there, 


and lay with / ob,, Chap. xxix. O that it were with | 
me as in Months. paſt, as. in, the Days when God. | 


preſerved me, when bis Candle in. 7 pen my Head, | 5 
when by his Light 1 walked through Darkneſs, when V 
the Almighty tbus yet with me, when I put on 22 ti 
teouſneſs and it cloathed me, when my Glory u fre/b I 
in me! ll hen I remember ge aha my Soul is A 
en within me. #44 Ix 111 8 th 
N be 
ö 2. 1s thy We oy to EN of C5715 ev 
and Motions to Duty, as free and chearful as they 1 
were wont to be? Call to Mind, my Soul, the 
Times when Thou waſt borne down the Stream of 
Loye to every Duty; if the Spirit did re R 
to thee, ſaying, See my Face, how did my Spirit 7 
eccho, Thy Face, Lorp, will / ſeel? If 85 Gop had de 
any Work to be done, how 1 70 did 1 offer my m 
Service? Here am I, Lok n, ſend me. My Soul ha 


made me as the Chariow:of Aminagab ;::Lave oiled 
the Wheels. of my Affections, and his Command- 
ments ibere not grievous. There were no. ſuch 

| Quarrellings with the Command, no ſuch Excuſes 
and Delays as there are now. No; ſuch was my 
Love to Chriſt, and Delight to do his Will, that I 
cpuld no more keep back, myſelf, from Duty, than 
_— that is cee in a Crowd. 1228 TIN 
4 | . 4; A y d of $489 

' Or 115, Tell me, 0 my Soul, 400 thou be · 
moan. thyſelf, or 1577 fo tenderly ſor Sin, and for 
grieving the Holy Spirit of Gop, as thou waſt wont 
to 2 When . I had fallen by the Hand 
of a Temptation, how was I wont to lie in Tears 
at theLoRD's Feet? How did I haften to my Cloſet, 
and there cry, like Ezra,” Chap. ix. 6. O my Gon, Ws 
Jam aſhamed, and bluſh to look up unte Thee? How Wc 
did I figh and weep before Him, and like Ephraim, 
mite e of T high, ſaying, What . 
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Iin the World; many a Tree that hath caſt both 
Leaf and Fruit, by the Skill of a prudent Huſband- - 
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Ah! my Soul, how didſt thou work, ftrive, and 
caſt about, to recover thyſelf again? Haſt thou for- 
otten how thou wouldſt ſometimes look up and 
igh bitterly?“ Ah! what a Gon have I provoked ?. 1 
What Love and Goodneſs" have T abuſed? Some- | 


mes look in und weep!” Ah! what Motions did 


I withſtand? What à good Spirit have I grieved? i 


Ah! my Soul, thou wouldſt have abbotred thyſelf, 
thou couldſt never have borne it, had thine Heart 


been as ſtupid and 'as relentleſs then as now. If 
ever a poor Sou had Reaſon to diſſolve itſelf into 


Tears for its ſad Relapſes, I have. 


A 


2. Bur yet mourn" not as one; without Hope. 
Remember, There is \ Hope in Iſratl concerning this © 
Ting. As low eas thy Condition is, it is not 
deſperate, it is nota Diſeaſe that ſcorns a Remedy; 
many a Man that hath been ſtretehed out for dead, 
hath revived, and lived many a comfortable Day 


man, hath been recovered; and made flouriſhing. 
and fruitful. Is it not eaſier to recover a languiſh- 
ing Man to Health, than a dead Man to Life? - 
And yet this Gop did for me, Eph. ii. 1. Is any 
Thing too hard for the LoD? Deugb my Soul 
draw nigh unto the Pit, and my Life to ile De- 
troyers, yet He can ſend me a Meſſenger, one amo 
a Thouſand, that ſhall declare to me my Uprigbineſi; 
then ſhall He deliver "me from geing down into ibe 
Pit, my Fleſh ſhall be freſber that a Child's, and 1 
hall return to the Days 'of my Nuh, Job xxxiii. 22. 
Though my Flouriſh, and much of my Fruit too 
be gone, and I am a withering Tree; yet as long... 
as the Root of the Matter is in me, there is more 
Hope of ſuch a poor, decayed, withered Tree, | 
Pan of the Hypocrite, that wants ſuch a Root, in { 
al his Glory and Bravery. - His Sun ſhall ſet, and i 
| | | : never 
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ſweet Morning, after this dark N ight, | 


CEE M13 TA een te wt b rg. 8) 
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Roba x up therefore, 


when carefully collected and blown up 
02 amongſt the moſt lively Chriſtians; as In 


fharpens Iron, ſo will theſe ſet an Rage __ 8 au 


I'S EASTON + N „ 


Aﬀecti 
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Bur above all, cry mightily to the Jas fa 


Quvickening, for He. will not deſpiſe. thy Ci 


The Moans of a diſtreſſed Child, work upon tht 
Bowels of a tender Father. And be: ſure to keey 


within thy View, the great Things of Eternity 
which are ready to be revealed; live in the belie- 


ing aud ſerious, Contemplations of them, and b. 


dead if "a canſt. It is true, thou baſt..Reaſa 


rom thy Condition, to be for ever hum 


died; dro Reon xl ram G00, cobe ja 
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never * again; but I live in De: of af 


: my Soul, ſet thy F. ald a 
to Work on Chri for quickning Grace, for al L 
hath Life in Himſelf, and quickens whomſoci : 
He will. Stir up that little which remains. Half 


Song ſeen lively Flames proceed ſrom gif 
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OBSERVATION.” 


LTHoucH the Induſtry and Skill 6f the Huf- 

bandman can make ſome Ground that was 
uſeleſs and bad, good for Tillage or chan yet 
ſuch is the Nature of fome or Ground, 
that it never can be made fruitful; The Huſband- 
man is fain to let it alone, as an mcurable Piece 
of waſte and worthleſs Ground; and though the 
Sun and Clouds ſhed their Influences on it, as well 
as upon better Land, yet that doth not at all mend 
it. Nay, the more Showers it receives, the worſe 


F 


: 


© For theſe do no Way improve it ; 2 | 
alen ths N N. 8 n | 
* Tia i 

4>#Y cr * a 

Maxv alſo there are under the Goſpel, ho 3 


are given over by Gon to judicial Blindneſs, Hard- 
neſs of Heart, a reprobate Senſe, and perpetual 


FX — yh ſo that how - \ ho —_ the 
as ans are which they'en yy how efficacious 
Vor. XLIV. | 7 ſoever 


beneath ſr Fes rg u 
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ſoever to the Salvation of others; yet they never 
do their Souls good, Exzek. xlvii. 9, 11. Every | 
Thing whereſoever the River comes ſhall live, but th 3 
miry Places thereof, and the Marſhes thereof Hall 5 
never be healed, but be given to Salt; (i. e.) given 
to an obſtinate and everlaſting Barrenneſs. Men | 
that live unfruitfully under all Gov's Ordinances, | 
are compared to miry and marſhy Places in * | 
Reſpects. | I. | eh by 


* ) In miry Places the Water hath not free 
Paila ge, but ſands and ſettles there, S0 it is with 


theſe Warren Souls; therefore the Apoſtle pr ay 
ef. 


that the Goſpel may run and be glorified, 2 7 

iii. 1, The Word is faid to run, when it meets 
with no Stop, when uit is freely propagated, and 
runs through the whole Man; when it meets with 
no Stop either in the Mouth of the Speaker; or 
Hearts of the Heargrys as it doth in theſe. 


(2); Ix a mity Place, the Earth and Water i is 


mixed together; this Mixture makes Mire. 80 


it is Nha the Truths of, Gop mix with the. Cor- 
ruptions of Men; they either hold ſome Truths, 
and yet live in their Luſts; or elſe, make Uſe of 
the 1 ue: 2 Gop to juſtity, their Sins. . 1 

(a) In, a - miry. Place, the longer the Water 
ſtands, the worſe, it grows; ſo the longer, ſome 
Men abide under God's, di ances, the more 
filthy and polluted. they grow: Theſe are the mir 


Places that cannot be healed, their r Diſeaſe is in- 
curable, bene en 4 x16) 


£ 


Cunler executes by the See Gab non 
many. Souls, which He denqunced againſt the Fig- 
Trees, Mott. xxi. 19. Let no Fruit grow:on ther 

| ly the  Fig-tra 
. whithered 


e 5H 


The Nevis US of earthly Things. 63 
withered away. To be given up to ſuch a Condi- 


Fl e | tion, is a fearful Judgment indeed, the Sum of all 
all Plagues, Miſeries,' and Judgments. To be bar- 
en ren under the Goſpel i is a fore Judgment, but to 


have a pertinacious Barrenneſs; this is to be twice 
dead, and . up. * the 9H. as . 
ſpeaks. bool REL he” So 
AnD to Sw ys the miſerable State of Ti 
Met: let the following: Particulars be weighed. 


(1. y IT is a Stroke at the Soul it fel; an toward 
„ ſpiritual Judgment; and by how much the more 
2 inward and ſpiritual any Ju. gmentis, ſo much the 
d more dreadſul ind bee If it were but a Tem- 
; poral Stroke upon the Body, the Lofs of an Eye, 
an Ear, a' Hand, a Foot, though in it ſelf it would 
rde «conſiderable Loſs; yet it were Nothing to this. 

| Gop hath'given Men double Members, two Eyes, 
if one be loft, the other fupplies its Wants; two 


one, may be ſupplied by the Help of the other ; 
dut one Soul, if 4 periſh, there is not another 
to ſupply its Loſs. The Soul, faith a Heathen, is 
the Man, that which is not feet) is the Man. The 
Apoftie/calls the Body, a'vile Body, Pbil. iii. 21. 
and fo it is compared with the Soul. O'it wete 
far better that many Bodies periſh, than one Soul; 
that every Member were made the Seat, and Sub- 
ject of the moſt exquiſite Torture, than ſuch. 2 
Judgment ſhould fall upon the Soul. | 


(2.) Iris Av ſevereſt Stroke G0 can ine 


tenneſs; becauſe it cuts off all Hopes, fruſtrates 
all Means, nothing can be a Blefling to him. It 
one come from the Dead, if Angels ſhould de- 


S 


F 2 Hope 


Hands, two Ears, two Feet, that the Failing of 


upon the Soul in this Life, to give it up to Bar- 


; ſeend from Heaven to preach to him; there is no 


FF 


/ 
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- ceive and undo them. Mott. vii. 22. Mie have 


J 'l Lafthy; Is is fuck a pots 7 Gob uf pon br. 
Souls of Men, as immediately fore runs Tell and 


1 World, have a Foretaſte of Heaven, which the 
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Hape of him. As there was none found in Hes. 
nen or Earth that could open the Seals of that 
"Book, Rev. v. 5. So is thefe no opening by the 
Hand of the eh able Miniſtry, thoſe. Seals of | 
"Hardneſs, BlindneG, and Unbelief, thus impreſed Bi 
upon the Spirit. Whom Js * * up, Mer. 


2 will never let out. I 


in I 


.v * 4 #4 


by -:*\ N. is the AR iber wsbte Stroke to ibm. 
bels. that can be, and by that ſo much the more Þ 
deſperate. Hence there is ſaid to be poured out 
upon them the Spirit of Slomber, %. xxix. 10. 
— 2 hath paured out nen pen the Spirit 4 

9 65 Montanus tenders it, The Leno h 0 

. upon you the Spirit of deep Sleep, And I | 
10 it is an Alluſion to a ſoporiſerous Medicine 

mingled, and made up of Opium, and ſuch. like 
flopilacddiye Ingredients, which caſts a Man. into 
ſuch a.d: ad. Sleep, that do what you will to him, 
She feels,. he knows it. not. For Men are not fen- 
Able at Al of this Judgment, they de not in the 

aft ſuſpe& it, and that is their, Miſery. Noam 
hey be curſed Trees, which never bear Fruit 10 
Lite, yet many Times they bear Abundance of 
other fair and pleaſant Fruits to the Eye, excel- 
_Jent Gifts, and rare Endowments ; and theſe de- 
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; propheficd i in thy. Name; | this makes the Wound 
"deſperate, Pers 15 808 of * no 7: Hoops 
n., d thy 176-23 


Damnation, Heb, vi. 8. That which beareth Thorn: 
nd Briars is rejefted,” and is nigh unto cur ſing, whoj? 
End i is be burnt, So that as the Saints jn this 


* a x a. r . r v . a 


Scripture calls the 2 Spirit; (© this is 2 


Precurſor 


De heavenly Uſe of earthly Things."6 5 
Precurſor of Hell, à Sign of Wrath at the Door. 


We may ſay of it, as it is ſaid of the pale Horſe 
he BY in the late ial Hell follows it. VFA Man 


85 5 


of BY abide not in me, (faith Chriſt) John vi. 6. He it 
ell BY cf? forth as a Branch and withered ; which is the 
very State of theſe barren, curſed Souls, And 
| IR what follows? Why, faith He, Men gather them, 


= ard caft them into the Fire, and they are burned, 
n. Lo, this is the Vengeance which the Goſpel SK. 
e ecures upon this barren Ofen, 


a 
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4 1. "WELL then, bleſſed be Gov, may the' ſin- 
nd BY cere Soul fay, that made me feel the ſaving Pow- 
ne BY "er of the Golvet,” O, let 'Gop be exalted for 
ever for this Mercy! that how defective ſoever 
I am in other Gifts, though T have a dull Under- 
ſtanding, a leaking Memory, a ftammering Tongue; 
yet J have felt, and do feel the Power of the 
Goſpel upon my Heart. I bleſs Thee [my God) 
that although I labour under many ſpiritual Infir- 
| mities, yet I am not ſick of this incurable Diſeaſe. 
J have 8 indeed juſt Cauſe to inflict this 
dreadful Curſe upon me alſo; but Thou haſt not 
dealt with me after my Deſerts; but according to 
the Riches of thy Mercy. Some little Fruit I 
| bring forth, and what it is, is by Virtue: of my 
de Union with Je Crit. And this hath more in 
7 it to my Comfort, than all the glittering Gifts 
; and ſplendid Performances in the World. If 1 
nc might have my Choice {faith one) I would chuſe 


nd the moſt deſpicable and ſordid Work of a ruftick 
77 WM Chriſtian, before all the Victories of Alexander, 
0 and Triumphs of Cæſar. _ Bleſſed therefore be the 
hi 


Lox o, who hath abounded unto me, in all ſpiritual 
Sings, Ly wg i, N 


"age Fe I can- 


ab Hufbundry Spiritualis de Or," | 
I cAxxor remember a Sermon as another can, 
bur bleſſed be Gop that I am able to ſavour it, 
and feel it; that I have an Heart to love, and 2 
Will W N 1 tony GOD diſcovers to be my : 


Muy: — 1 x +4 N 4 4 * * 1 be 4 4 
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| ws 4&0 194 4 21 ihe 4310 a 360: Bf 
* * 0. THER EL: Cauſe: 7 way the 2 
N fay, to make my Boaſt of Ordinances, 
and gloty in my external Priviledges, who never Þ 
bear ſpiritual Fruit under them? If I well conſider 
my Condition, there is Matter of Trembling, and 
not of Glorying in theſe Things. It may be, while 
I have been olotyingci in them, and lifting up my 
Heart upon them, the Lonn hach been ſecretly 
blaſting my Soul under them, and inſenſibly exc- 
cuting ad ER A Shall 8 1 

with Capernaum Jem lified up te M lince 
may with her at laſt 1 down to Hell? And 
if ſo, Lonn, what 2 Hell will my Hell be! It 

will be more tolerable for SCadem and Gemorrab 
than for me. It drew Tears from the Eyrs of 
Chrift, ' when He was looking Jeruſalem, 
under the ſame Conſideration N have 
5 to laok upon my on Soul, Luke xix. 41. 

ee e If thou badft known, eves 


e eee OG} &f Wd A, pw 


thou, at leaf in this thy Day, the Things tubicb belong 
to thy Peace; but naw they are hid from thing | Eyes. 
So long, I have been a Hearer of the Goſpel, fo 
many Years I have enjoyed its, diſtinguiſhing Or- 
dinances; but have they not been all dry and 
empty Things to me; bath not the Spirit of For- 
mality acted! me in them Sad is my Condition 
now, but it would be deſperate and irrecoverable, 


| a thou execute this Curſe en me. 


3. AND what may I think of my Condition: 


9 Chriſtian ſay * Sore oh I acknow- 
wig my nprofitableneſs n+ + oh the Means — 
n 
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The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. 67 
been ſhameful ; and this hath made my Condition 
doubtful. I have often trembled for Fear, leſt my 
Root had been blaſted by ſuch a Curſe ; but if ſo, 
whence is this Trembling ?:W hence theſe: Fears 
and Sorrows about it? Doth ſuch Fruit grow in 
that Soil which Thou haſt Curſed ? Lorp, I bleſs 
Thee for the Fruits of Fear, Sorrow, and holy 
Jealouſy. '' The Laws of Men ſpare for the Fruits 
Sake, and wilt not Thou ſpare me alſo my Gop, 
if there be found in me a Bleſſing in the Bud; 
I. t J eee e eee 44: 


4. To conclude, bat a ſerious Reflection 
ſhould this occaſion in every Diſpenſer, of, the 
Goſpel? How ſhould; he ſay when he goes to 
preach, I am now going to preach that Word, 
which is to be a Saveur of Life" er Desth 10 theſe 
Souls; upon how many of my poor Hearers may 
the Curſe of perpetual Barrenneſs be executed this 
Day ! O how ſhould: ſuch a: bought melt his 
Heart into Compaſſion over them, and make him 
beg hard, and plead .carneſtly with. Gop fora 
better Iſſue of the Goſpel than this upon them Ir, 
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| _hence that Expreſſion, Luke ix. 62. He that puts 
the Kingdom of Heaven. The meaning is, that 3s 
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Upon the Plowing of Corn- land. 


Xx 


Die Plowman guides his Plow with Care and Skil, 
Ss doth the Spirit in found Conviction fill, 

$352 77 ef 4 SO wn oft: | | 4 „ 
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FF requires not only Strength, but Skill and 
44 Judgment, to manage and gu de the Plow, 
Ihe Hebrew Word which we tranſlate to Plow, 
ſiguifies to be intent, as an Artificer/is about ſome 
curious Piece of Work. The Plow muſt neither 
go too ſhallow nor too deep in the Earth; it muſt 
not. indent the Ground by making crooked Fur- 
rows, nor leap and make Baulks in Ground; 
but be guided as to a juſt Depth of Earth, ſo to 
caſt the Furrow in a ſtrait Line, that the Floor or 
Surface of the Field may be made plain. And 


\ bis Hand to the Plow, and looks back, is not ft for 


be that plows,. muſt have his Eyes always for- 
ward, to guide and direct his Hand in caſfin the 
Furrows ſtrait and even; (for his Hand will be 
quickly out when his Eye is off) ſo he that hear- 
ztilyTefolves for Heaven, muſt addict himſelf whol- 
ly and intently to the Buſineſs of Religion, and 
| not 


1 
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Wnot have his Mind intangled with the Thi 
Ibis World, Which he | hath left behind 
r hereb Ria appears, that the — 8 
5 of the low, requires as much | as Strength. 

| SI 5 . ARA + e Man 


APPLICATION. W 


Tus Obſervation in Nate; y TE 3 

to ſhadow forth this Propoſition in Divinity. 
That the Work of the Spirit in convincing and 
humbling, the Heart, is a Work wherein much of 
che Wiſdom, as well as Power of Gon is diſeb- 
vered. The Work of Repentance, is ſet forth in 
Scripture by this Metaphor f Plowing, N. iv. 
3. Heſt x. 12. Plato wp your} Cum; that 
is, be convinced, humble, and broken-hearted 
for Sin. And the Reſemblance betyvixt both theſe 
wan appears in the l Particulars. 


ny Ir is 2 hard and difficule Work 10 Plokr, 


thy 


1 it is reckoned one of the painſulleſt manual th- 
ne bours. It is alſo a Hard Ig b6 and 
er humble the Heart of à ſecure, ſtout, and' 


proud - 
if {MW dinner. | What Luther faith+ of à dej -Sob!, 
Dat it is as 25 to raiſe the fits ph t % 
4; ch a one. The (fame I may — of the ſecure, 
to i confident Sinner. It is as eaſy t6 rend the Rocks, 
rs to work ſaving Cantrition upon fuch'ia'Heart. 
d All the melti rg pos guage and carneſt Intreaties bf 
* Nhe Golpel, cabnor urge fuch 'a Heart to ed a 
„Tear: Therese It is called à Heart of Stonk, 
* e _ 26. a firm Rock, Ames vi. 12; Shall 
pon the Racks ? Will int plow thive 


be wit Cn? et when the Lon p comes in the 
de Power of his Spirit, theſe Rocks rend and yield to 
r- be erer of. me Word. e eee 
2 THR . | Ma 3 41 che 2 LY > AUP 
I... *. ( Mug ar eoH 10! 55 2.) Tü 
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not only Pain; Fleſh cannot be rent aſunder wit: 
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(2.) Tux Plow pierces deep into the Boſon i 
of the Earth, makes (as it were) a deep Gath r 
Wound in the Heart of it, Sa doth the Spirit upon 
hy Hearts of Sinners; he pierces their very Soul i 
by Conviction, As ii. 37. When they heard thi, 
they were pricked (or prerced-point-blank) to th 
Fleart. Then the Ward d divides the Soul and Spirit. 
3 comes upon the Conſcience with ſuch pier- | 
eng ee and drives the Sword of Conviction 
eep into their Souls, that there is no | tanch- 
8 the Blood, no healing this Wound, tiil Chril | 
- Himſelf come and undertake the Cure. Thi 
barbed Arrow cannot be pulled out of their Hears 
"by any, but the Hand that ſhot it in. -Diſcourl 
with ſuch a Soul about his Troubles, and he will 
tell you, that all the Sorrows that ever he had in 

this World, Loſs of Eſtate; Health, Children, or 
whatever elſe, are but Flea+bitings to this; thi 
ſwallows up all our Troubles. Now Deep callet 
0 Deep at the Noiſe of bis Water-fpouts, wh 
Waves: and Biilows of GOD ge ober the Suu. 
Spiritual Sorrows are deep Waters, in which the 
ſtauteſt Soul would fink ar drown, did not 7 had 

_ Chrift by a ſecret and Nene Hand, hol 

up by che Chin. 3.4) 


| (3) Tun Plow tho the. Rn in Piece 
which before was united, and makes thoſe Parts 
f looſe, which formerly lay cloſe. + Thus doth 
$ the pirit af Conviction rend in ſunder the Heart, 
and its moſt, beloved Luſts, Joel ii. 13. Rent you 
Harte, and not your Garments ! that is, father 
than your Garments. And this Rending implies 


gut Anęuiſh; nor. yet only Force; the . 
ſtubborn and. knotty, and will not eaſily pages 
but it alſo. implies, a Diſunion of Parts unite A 


4 W 4 Garment, or the Earth is rent; 252 


arts 
904 
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Parts are ſeparated which formerly cleaved: to- | 
ether. Sin and the Soul were glewed faſt toge- 
Hher before, there was no parting of them, they 
Vould as ſoon. part with their Lives as their Luſts; 
Hut now when the Heart i is rent * W it 
Is al rent from them. 
A Cs SAL 08 W 
775 Tan Plow: Ae uch Thin: re Jap 
id in the Boſum of the Earth before, es 


1 9 333 1. 


tion cover 
ch. ed under a fair 133 Surface. Thus when the 
Tonp plows up the Heart of a Sinner by Convic- 


tion, then the Secrets of his Heart are made ma- 
Wnifeſt, | 2 Cor. xiv. 244 25; the moſt ſecret and 
ſhameful Sins will then out; for the Word LG 
s quick and potverful, ſharper than any two edged. 
Sword, piercing even to the drulidmg of the Soul 1 
Spirit, the Foints and Marrow, and isa Diſcerner 


/ the Theughts and  Intents of the Heart, Heb." iv. 
n. It makes the Fire burn inwardly, ſo that, 
FP the Soul: hath no Reſt til! Confeſſion give 2 Vent 
e Trouble. Fain would the Sinner conceal and 


hide his Shame, but the Word follows him through 
„% all his finful Shifts, and brings him at laſt he 
4 his own, both Accuſer, Witneſs, and Juoge..; a 1 


.) Taz Work of the Plow is but a.prepara= 
es, dre Work in order to Fruit. Should the Huſ- 
uns bandman Plow his Ground never ſo often, yet if 
zo che Seed be not caſt in and quickened, in Vain i 
art, we Harveſt expected. Thus Conviction alſo 1 
but preparative to a farther Work upon the Soi 
ther of a Sinner. If it F no farther, it proves but an 
blies abortive or untimely Birth. Many have pane 
ich- chus far, and there key have ftuck; they have 
th deen like a Field plowed, but not ſowed, Which 
6; Ni Matter of trembling Conſideration; ſor here- 
their Sin is greatly aggravated, and their ter- 
hoſe I nal Miſery ſo much the more increaſed, When s - 


1) | poor 
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poor damned Creature ſhall reflect upon himſelf 
in Hell, how near was I once under fuch à Ser- 


mon to Converſion? My Sins were ſet in Ordefi 
before my Conſcience pings and terrified 


with che Guilt of them ; - _ urpoſes.Þ ha 7 

then to turn to Gop, ich h ** per- 

fected by anfWErableWecutions, had am: 9 l 
; 


come to "this Place of Torment; but there I 
ſtuck,” and that was my eternal! Undoing. Many x 
Souls have I known fo terrified with the Guile of I 
Sin, that they have come : roaring under Horror 8 
of Conſcience to the Preacher; fo that one wo 
think fuch a Breach tint Beer made betwixt then ( 
and Sin as could never be reconciſed; and ye 

as angry as they were in n thy 
Ive hogged ant ellbebced in again.” | 


AT Ir + beſt Plowing when the Earth is pre: 

pared and molliied by Showers, then the Wo 
5 3 ſweetly and eaſily. And never deth th: 

A 2 melt, as when the Goſpel Cloud 
diſlolve, and — :ree Grace and Love of | Feſu 
Chu comes ſweetly ſhowring- down upon it; 
then it relents and mourns, Ezet xvi. 63 Tha 
thei may/? remember, and be con o nded, and neun 
r wha 
ant pattfied toward ther for all that thou haſt dom. 
So; it was with that poor Penitent, Luke vii. 3 
when the Lon VJeſas had diſcovered ts her the 
- Riches of his Grace, in the Pardon of her man. 
fold Abominations; her Heart melted: within hes 
ſhe waſhed he Feet bf: Chrift with T cars. And 
indeed, there is as much bet wixt the 
Tears which are forced by the Terrors of tht 
Law, and thoſe which are extracted by the Graci 
- of the Goſpel, as there is betwixt: thoſe of 4 con- 
demned Male factor, who weeps to conſider th 
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leſactor n of this: 
1 cious Prince towards hin. * yo” 


W (7. ) Tus Plow kills 

ew in the Field, turns- 

: con kill Sin at the Mel. nou 
: it, degets ndignation in Heart againſt it, 2 

[BY vii. 11. The Word Ayarazincu. there ſignifies the 

ERKiſing of the Stomach, and being angry even unto 
Sickneſs : Now the Soul cannot endure. Sin, trem- 

blies at it. 1 find a Heman mere bitter than Death, 

(Eich penitent Solomon) cle}. vii, 26. Comic- 

tion like a Surfeit, makes the Soul to 2 What 

it formerly loved and delighted i won Bis wg 


' (8.) Trar Field is not well rei where 
the Plow-juaips and ſkips, and makes Baulks, it 
muſt turn up the whole Field alike; and that 

Heart is not ſavĩ convicted where 2 Luſt i is 
ſpared and left untouched. True Conviddion un- 5 
tends itfelf to all Sins. not only to Sin in 
with this cold Confeſſion, I am a Sinner; dut to 
the Particulars of Sin; yea, to the particular Cir- 
cumſtances and Aggravations of Lime, Place, 
Manner, Occaſions, thus and thus have I dene; | 
to the Sin of Nature, as well as Practice, Bebeld if 


# was in Iniguity, Pſal. li. 5. There muſt 1 
be no baulking of any Sin br of one . 1 
is a ſure thou art not truly 
any Sin. —  —— 1 
dious Concealment of a beloved Sin, - that — Fi 
enn EEO lf 


{9)" Naw Grownd 1 is ne eafily lowed 1 
than that which — — of — 7 ; 
n — dificult to the len- | 


— ry" 
man. This old Ground is like an old Sinner, 


that hath lain a long Time hardening under the 
Means of Grace. O the Difficulty of convincing Þ 

ſuch Rooting in his | 
to the Reproofs and 
Calls of the Word, that few ſuch are wrought | 
upon. How many young Perſons are called to 
one obdurate, / inveterate Sinner? Ido not ſay but] 
Gop may call Home ſuch a Soul at the eleventh Þ 
Hour; but T may ſay of theſe, compared win 
others, as Solomon ſpeaks, Eceleſt vii. 28. One Man 
among a Thouſand have I found. Few that have 
long reſiſted the Goſpel, that come afterwards | to 


ſuch a Perſon! Sin hath 
Heart, h& ſo habituate 


feel th og — Hero.” 


"REFLECTIONS. 


4. 0 b ben for ever to be admired ! My 
a real Convert ſay, that Gop ſhould ſend forth 
his Word and Spirit to plow up my hard and 
ſtony Heart! O bleſſed Goſpel ! Heart-difſolving 
Voice ! T have felt thy Efficacy, I have experi- 
enced thy Divine Power; Thou art indeed ſharper 
than any — Sword, and woundeſt to the 
Heart; but thy Wounds are the Wounds of 3 
Friend. All the Wounds Thou haſt made in m 

Soul, were ſo many Doors opened to let in Chr 
all the Blows Thou gaveſt my Conſcience, were 
but to beat off my Soul” from Sin, which I em- 
braced and had retained to my everlaſting Ruin, 
Hhadſt not Thou ſeparated them and me. O wiſe 
and - merciful Phyſician, Thou didit indeed bind 
me with Cords of Conviction and Sorrow); but 
it was only to cut out that Stone in my Heart, 
- which had killed me if it had continued there. 
Hor did I ſtruggle and oppoſe Thee, as if "Thou 
znadſt come with the Sword of an Enemy, rather 
the Lancet of a ſkilful and 3 
V 


& 3 


" tt £A A ww tt © . tc 


% 3x. a0 a. At © as aa is $A Ai .  . ac 
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Phyſician ? Bleſſed be the Day wherein my Sin 
was diſcovered; and embittered.! Happy Sorrows 
which prepared for ſuch matchleſs Joys O blef- 
ſed Hand which turned my ſalt Waters into plea+ 
fant Wine! And after, many Pang diaſt bring 
forth Deliverance and Peace 

793 4 ene er em 701 100 
2. Bur O, what à Rock of Adamant is this 
Heart of mine, may the ſtubborn Heart ſay I that 
never yet was pierced for Sin by the Terrors of 
the Law, or melting Voice of the Goſpel ! Long 
have I ſat under the Word, but when did J ſeel a 
relenting Pang? O my Soul |, thou haſt got an 
Antidote againſt Repentance, but haſt thou any 
IE 2gainſt Hell? Thou canſt keep out the Senſe of 
Sin now, but art thou able to keep off the Ter- 
rors of the Loxp hereafter ? If thou Touldft turn 
a deaf Ear to the Sentence of Chri/t in the Day 
of Judgment, as eafily as thou doſt to the Entrea- 
nd ties of Cbriſt in the Day of Grace, it were ſome- 
what; but ſurely there is no Defence againſt that. 
V's Ah, Fool that I am, to h theſe Convictions, 
unleſs I knew, how to quench thoſe Flames they 


1 3. AnD may not I challenge the firſt Place 
10 among all the Mourners in the World, may the 

Backſfider ſay, who have loſt all thoſe Convictions 
which at ſeveral Times came upon me under the 
Word? I have been often awakened: by it, and 
iſe WY filled with Terrors and Tremblings under it; but 
| thoſe Troubles have foon worn off again, and 
my Heart (like Water removed from the Fire) 
returned to its native Coldneſs. LorxpD, what a 
diſmal Caſe am I in? Many Convictions have I 
choaked and ftrangled, which it may be ſhall ne - 
ver more be tevived, 8 Thou revive them a- 


76 Huſbandry Spiritualia d: Or, 
gainſt me in Judgment. I have been in Pangs, 
and brought . Nothing but Wind; my Trou: | 
bles have wrought/no Deliverance; my Conſcience | ' 
indeed hath been ſick with Sin, yea, fo ſick as to 
vomit them up by an external, partial Refor. Þ 
mation ; but then with the Dog, have I re. 
turned again to 4 an and now I doubt am 
given over to an that cannot repent. 0 
that thoſe travelling Pangs could be quickened Þ 
n! but alas! they are ceaſed, I am like 2 | 
Priſoner: eſcaped, and again recovered, whom the | 
Jailor loads with double Irons. Surely, O my 


Soul! if thy Spiritual Troubles return not n, 
they are but gone back to bring eternal Troubles 
It is with „O my Soul as with a Man 


whoſe Bones have been ES and not well ſet; 
who muſt, (how terrible ſoever it appear to him) 
| endure the Pain of breaking and ſetting them a2 
gw if ever he be made à ſound Man. O that 
ow rather chuſe to de the Object of thy i 
wounding „chan of thy ſparing Cruelty! i. 
If Thou Plow Aae pp. my Heart again by Com- t 
punction, ee n! in * at ay y 
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OBSERVATION: 


T USBANDMEN are very curefal about heir 
' Seed-Corn, that it may not only be clean 
and pure, but the beſt and moſt excellent 

in its Kind. If any be more full and weighty 

than other, that is reſerved for Seed. It is uſual 

with Huſbandmen' to pick” their Seed- Corn by 8 

Hand, that they may ſeperate" the Cockle” and [ 

and Darnel, and all the lighter and hollow Grains 9 

from it, wherein the manifeſt their Diſcretion; 1 

for according to the Vigour and Goodneſs of the it 

Seed, the Fruit and ProduQtion is like to be. | 


APPLICATION. 


Tu choice and end Seed: Corn with 
which the Fields are ſowed, after they are prepar- 
ed for it, doth admirably 3 forth thoſe excel | 
lent Principles of infuſed into the regene- 1 
rate Soul. Their Agreement, as they are both 
deed, is obvious in the following Particulars, 


G 3 I. Tux 


78 Hyſbondry Spiritualia d: Or, 
1. Taz Earth at firſt naturally brought forth 


2 


an Induſt ut ſince the came upon it, 


it muſt de pf He? and ſowed, or no Fruit can be 


expected. So Man at firſt had all the Principles 


of Holinek 3 in bis Nature, but now they muſt be N 
infuſed b Regeneration, or elſe his Nature is 22 
void of Holineſs as the barren and \+ 0897p Dan 


uff Nan ale ee 1 


$ 1 by 2 


autre hben fend ot 
Well-rooting. of the and makes it. ſprea 

and take Rove the better. So do ſanctiſied Af. 
flictions, which . uſually the People of a meet 


wich and often in their wN Spüre. 


EY. Wax the. Seed is caſt into, the Earth, it 
m 5 Gay d TAP, the. Harrow; the Uſe where- 
of in_ Huſba is not only to lay a plain Floor 
{as they ſpeak) | hat to open and let in the Corn to 
the Bolom of the Earth, and there cover it up for 
its Security, from.,. Birds, that would devour it. 
Thus doth. the wo wiſe God. provide for the 
Security of that Grace, which. he at firſt diſſemi- 
nated in the Hearts of his 78 He is as well 
the Finiſher as the Author of ir Grape. v 


4. Tat Seed is fruitful ! in ſome Soils more than 
in others, RL 5 much N and comes ſooner 
to Maturi doth G race thrive. better, and 
7255 faſter in ſome Perſons than in others. Your 

12 0 graweth exceedingly, 2 Tbeſ. i. 3. N biſſ 

jigs tht are in others are ready to die, Rev. 
fi . bough no Man's Heart be 1 2 
kind Soil to 1777 yet doutleſt Grace i is more ad- 
rantaged 5 in Leng ae than 1 in N | 
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rn, and Ver Seed yieldin Froit, without hu- | 
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in this, the Seed-Cors is ſcattered into all Patty. 
che Field, as proportionably and equally as. may 
be. $0 is Grace diffus d into alt the *Fa 
Judgment, Will, and all the Affections are Cat, 
with 2 new Principles. 7 
: e- 2 N 1 Thel:'s 23. 15 
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ealtied Seed: 


5 2 Pet. . 4. 
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5. Ap laſtly, their Agreement! as Sced appea 


1 


1521 1 


5118 


AnD thas you ſee, why ea - Gris are 
In the next Place, I will ſhew the 
Excellency of theſe holy Principles, which will e- 
vidently appeny in the following Particulars : $ ; 


1. Tus mold ercellent of ether Gifts: come 
out of the common Treaſury of Gop's Bounty, 


and that in a natural Way. They are but the 


Improvement of a Man's natural Abilities, or (as 
one — them) the Sparks of Nature blown up by 
the Wind of a more benign and liberal Ediirigon = 
but Principles of Grace are'of a Divine and Hea- 
venly Extraction, not raifed from Nature, but 
fupernaturaMy infuſed by the Spirit from on high, 
John iii. 6. Nut which it born of the Fleſh is Hab, 
and that which is born of be Spirit i Spirit,” When 
2 Soul is ſanctiſied by them, he pur raler e the Bie 
iti born not , not 

Blood, nor of the Will of Aan, but of Gon, 
Cohn i. 13. In this Reſpect they differ from thoſe, _ 
as the Manna which rained - down” from Heaven, 


| Giſfer'd ſrom common Bread. wo A 
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the Soul from Wrath. | A Mis nab) be oi be \adinired * 


for them amongſt Men, and reject 
Gop. Matt. vii, 22. We rend, that many 


2 


ſay to Chrift in that Day, Loxp, Lonp, have _ 


not prophefied in thy Name, and in thy Name caſt 
„ —_ 
a Prey 
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2 Prey to Devils. How. — did Bala 
had the Seriber and Phariſeers Who upon that Ac ; 
count were ſtiled the Princes of the World, 2 Cer. i 
it 8. Theſe Things are ſo far from ſecuring the 
Soul againſt the to come, that they often | 
expoſe it unto Wrarh, and are as Oil to increaſe 
— Apo Burnings; but now gracious Principles 8 

poſtle calls them, Hieb. vi. Things WE. 
y and have galvation in them, Thele {Y.- 
— — on which the Promiſes of Salvation . 
run; Glory is by Promiſe made over to him. that 
poſſeſſes them. There is but a little Point of Time 
betwixt him and the glorified Spirit above. And BY, 
how inconſiderable 2 Matter is a little Time, {# 
which conttacts and winds up apace? For zow n 
aur Salvation nearer than when. we believed. And 
hence the Scriptures ſpeak of them, as already , 
n 8 age eee eee 


3. — 5 day the Perſon, that poſlch 
them: and it may be better in Reſpect of a Man' 
own Condition he bad never had them. Anowleagt 
— the Apoſtle) . up, 1. Cor. viii. 1. makes 
Soul proud and flatulent. It is a hard Thing 
to know much, and not to know it too much. 
The Saint's Kno is better than the Scholar; 
for he hath his on Heart inſtead of a Commen- 
tary to help him. Ariſbotie aid, A little Knowledge 
about heavenly Things, though conjectural, is bettet 
than much 27 / eattbly-- Things, thougb certain. 
The "World by Wiſdom knew nat Gop, (ſaith; the 
1 Cor. i. 21.) (i. e., Their Learning 
hanged i in their Light, they were too wiſe * iow 
mit to eee TY 
Rn, kb 3 the 
4 Six in che Reign nd Power of. ito. ay. c0- 


babit with the moſt excellent natural Gifts 22 
7 Is e 


The heavenly Uſe of earthly. Things. 84: 


nay have the To ue of an An 1, and the Heart 
Tl ſaith Latentius) 4b 86 8800 n n hike their 
Vices. The learned Phariſees were but painted 
Pepulchers; Gifts are but as à fair Glove drawn 
rer a fool Hand. But now Grace is incompati- 
ple with Sin in Dominion; it putiſies the Heart, 
leis xv. 9. Cleanſes the Conſcience, Hal ix. 14. 
Lrucifies the Affections and Luſts of the Hleſh, 
. 5. 24. Is not content with the Concealment, 
t Ruin 1 Tz v2 ole 97 


3 Ads la ly, 
ther there be © 


| Giſte muſt leave us at laſt. 
F „thut all ceqſi. A 
N Fleſh i is Graſs, and the Goadlineſs of it as the Klower 
F the Graſs ; the ,. the Flotoer faueth, 
ut tbe rd of the Lorsp abidrth\ for ever, + XI. 
6, 8. Many Times they leave a Man before 
Death. One Knock, may make a wiſe Man a 
Fool. But to be ſure, they all leave us at Death. 
Perh not his Eucalſoney wohhirh ir in him eee 5 
Job iv. 21. yen, then Cs 
parts. Death ſtrips the Soul of all thoſe endid 
Ornaments; then the rhetorical T is — 
"> aumb; the nimble Wit and curious Fancy ſhall 
entertain your 
bl courſes. Bur 
; _— and there. receives its Perfection and 


as Ruth, Where thu gueſt Ne e. and where 
[thou lodge/t I will lodge, and nothing." ſhall erat. 
by ther and me. Now put all this „and then 
Judge whether the Apoſtle ſpuke 


be ſaid, Covet earne/tly the bet Gifts, and yet I be 
unto N cron Ba, Gift, Fi 4 * 
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he fame Roof, I mean in-the ſame Heart. A Man. 
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arte with no more pleaſant! Dif- 
Grace aſcends with: the Soul into 


„hes 
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a BIN REFLECTIONS. 


Tur Lines are fallen to me in a pleaſant * 
may the Believer wa How. defective ſocyer 1 

am in Gifts, yet bleſſed be the Lon p, who. hath 
ſown the Sera of true Grace in my Heart. What 


though I am not honqured among Men, let it 


ſuffice that I am precious in the Eyes of the Lok. 
Though He hath not abounded to me in Giſts of 
Nature yet. bleſſed. be the Gon and Father of 
RD, 2 85277 „ who hath abuumded to me in 
> L in beavenly Places, in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Ph. i. 3. Is not a true Jewel, though ſpurn'd 
in the Dirt, more precious than a falſe one, though 
ſet in Gold? Why art thou troubled, O my Soul, 
for the Want of theſe Things: which Unbelievers 
may have? And art not rather admiring and bleſ- 
ſing Gop for thoſe. Things which none but ihe 
Favourites of Heaven can have? Is not an Ounce 
of pure Gold more valuable than many Pounds 
of Side Braſs? What though the ewes of Heli- 
con deſcend not upon my Head, if in the mean 


Time the ſweet To 9 — of Sien fall upon my 


Heart? O my Gon] how much ſoever others are 
elated by the 15 ght of their Knowledge, I have 
Cauſe with Humility to. adore Thee for the hea- 
et Heat Ms wack: n 0 m—_ ne 


" jog 441 . 


e a while w. Soul upon this Point, bn 
" Deceiver ſay. 92 N Slog is my ih may 
and of what Kina are thoſe Things wherein I ex- 
cell others? Are they indeed Seeds. of Grace, or 
natural Ja ern If the latter, little Cauſe 
have I to pride myſelf in them, were they Ten 
Thouſand Times more than they are. If theſe 
"FO: be l * TOWN e Accompany 
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The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. 83 
Salvation, the Seed of Gon, the true and real 
Work of Grace, then how comes it to .paſs 
that I never found any Throws or tray ie md 

o them?” It is generally ac- 
knowledged, that a new Creature 1s never brought 
forth without ſuch Pains” and Compunctions Pa 
Heart, As ii. 37. I have indeed — felt an 
aching Head, whilſt I have read and ſtudied to in- 
creaſe my y Knowledge; but when did I feel an 
aching Heart for Sin! Oh, I begin to ſuſpect, that 
it is not right, Yea, and my ' Suſpicion, increaſes 


Nature. Lokp, how have I been elated by my 
Gifts, and valued myſelf above Wm was Firs, 
Say, O my Conſcience, have I not delighted more 
in the Praiſe of Men, than the Approbation of 
Gop ? Ob, how many Evidences doſt Thou pro- 
duce againſt me? Indeed'theſe are fad Symptoms 


that I have ſhewed thee, but there is yet another 


which renders thy Caſe more ſuſpicious yet; yea, 
that which thou canſt make no rational Defence 
againſt, even the Ineffectualneſs of all thy Gifts 
and Knowled 3 rp 3m: of all thy "Laſts. 
It is beyond al Diſpute, that Gifts may, be Grace 
cannot Lonſiſt without Mortification of Sin, Gal. v. 
24. Now what Luft hath fallen before theſe ex- 
cellent Parts of mine? Doth not Pride, Paſſion, 
Covetouſneſs, and indeed the whole Body of Sin 
live and thrive in me as much as ever? Loxp, 
yield the Cauſe; I can defend it no * againſt, 
my Conſcience, which 'caſts and condemns me 
by full Proof, to be but in à wretched, curſed 
State, notwithſtanding all Knowtedge anc 
Gifts. O ſhew me a more excellent Way. one? 
that I had the Sinc of the pooreſt Saint ; 

I ſhould loſe the Applauſe of all my Parts: A 
theſe I ſee 1 ro Hop goto Hell, eee ſome bet- 
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| 1 OBSERVATION. 
To Bat aher l isptowed and owed; wn 
15 


be watered and warm'd with the Dews and 
uences of Heaven, or no Fruircan 1 

If Gop do not open to you his good Treafur, 
the Heavens to give Rain unto the Land in its Sea - 
ſon, and bleſs all the Wotk of your Hands. The 
Earth cannot yield her Increaſe. The Order and 
Dependance of natural Cauſes in the Productions 
of Fruit, is excellently deſcribed, Hof ii. 21, 
22. I will bear” the” Heavens, and-thiy Ball her | 
the Earth; and 4h# Barth Pall haun the Corn,” and 


Wine, anid Oil, ad ue al as Nene! fret 


muſt have Coen; and Wine, or the / 
cannot live; they cannot have it, unleſs the Earth 
bring it forth; the Earth eannot it forth with · 


out the Heavens; the Heavens cannot yield a Drop 
unleſs Gop hear chem; that is, umock and open 
chem. Nature and natural Cauſes are hothing elſe 
Dut the Order in wich Gon werks: This ſome ea 


then acknowledged, 
*-wplow in he Moro, they did lay bk 
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6 the Plow (to — their own Part to be Painful- 
and hold up the other Hand to Ceres the 
Go s of , * ſhew, that their 8 
of Plenty was from their fuppoſed De "F'fear 
many Chriſtians lay both Hands to the ow, and 
ſeldom lift up Heart or Hand to Gop, when about 
that Work. There was an Huſbandman (faith 
| Mr. Smith) that always ſowed good Seed, but 
never had good Corn ; at laft, a Neighbour came 
to him, and ſaid; I will-tell 505 what” probably 
may be the Caufe of i it; it may be {ſaid he) you 
do not ſteep your Seed; no truly, ſaid the other, 
nor ever did I hear that Sced muſt be ſteeped; yes 
ſurely, - ſaid his Neighbour,” and I will tell you 
how, it muſt be ſteeped in Prayer. When the 
Party heard this, he thanked him for his Counſel, 
reformed his Fault, and had as Corn as any 
Man whatſoever. Surely, it is not the = 1 
man's, but Gon's Steps that drop Fatneſs. 
Earth indeed is a fruitful Mother, but the Rats 
which. fertilizes- it, N Ro "or. TUO * 


D. 


APPLICATION: 


As ble it is (in an or Wa ; A 
Souls e 1 in — 129 
without the Dews and Influences of Ordinances, 
and the -Blefling of Gop upon them, as for the 
Earth to yield ber Fruit without the natural In- 
fluences of Heaven ; for what Dews, Showers, 
and clear Shinings aſter Rain are to the Fields, 
that the Word and Ordinances wh Gop are to the 
Souls of Men, Ay De2rine fall drop as the Rain, 
0p oct difti} as the Dew, as the fall Rain 
the inde Herb and as the Showers, upon the 
, Deut. xxxii. 2, For as the Rain and Snow 
emerh down ene, and TIO _ A, 

Vor. Vs .H. * 


. Litual Showers. 3.the * 
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FR and bud; ſo ſpall. ny Ii ard 
of uy Monch Ifa. IV. 10, 11, 
And as * Goſpel is Rain, ſo 
Goſpel Miniſters are — Cad in which thoſe 
heavenly Vapours. are bound up. [The Reſem- 


Wars lies i In che following Particulars: | 1 . 


Nie * 138091 Ra 11 97 


ao - Tr Rain comes 3 Heaven, Aa, xiv, 17. 
rem Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, 
The 12 Fe Goſpel is alſo of an heavenly 
Extraction, they are heavenl 1 Truths which ate 
brought to you in earthen. Veſſels, Things that 
were hid in ,Gop, and come from. bis Boſom. 
What Nicedemus, ſaid of Cbriſl, is in a Proportion 
true of every faithful. Diſpenſer of the Goſpel, 
Thou art a (Tracher, come from Gop, Lou are not 
to look upon the Truths which Miniſters deliver, 
as the mere Fruits of their Inventions, they are 
but the . Conduits through which thoſe celeſtial 
Waters are conveyed to yu. It is all heaven), 
the Officers from Heaven, Eph. iv. | 12, Their 
Dodrine from Heaven, Epb. iii. 8, 9. The E.. 
fieacy and Succeſs of it from Heaven, 1 Cour, iii. 3 
What. I received of the. Lord. (ſaith Paul) that 
have I delivered unte ven, 1 Cor. xi. 23. Tbe 


nem r Keel een Gy pants wity <1 


„Digg: 14-2 as win A 4 
2. Trans i is a great deal of Difference jn th the 
Showers.of Rain that fall upon the Earth. 
tienes you have an haſty, Shower, which makes — 
Streets run, but it is gone preſently, the Earth 
hath but little Benefit by it; and ſometimes you 
have a ſweęt, gentle Rain, that. modegately ſoaks 
to che Root, aud refreſhes the Earth. abundant, 
This is called the ſmall Rain, and the former, 
Me great Rain of his Strength. So it is in theſe Spi: 
ffects of ſome Sermons, 
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touch the Heart a little for the preſent," by Way 
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'of 
imme- 
diately. At other Times the Goſpel, like a ſettled 


Conviction or Comfort, but it fleets a 


moderate Rain, ſoaks to the Root, to the very 
Heart. 80 did that ſweet Shower which fell, 43 
ii. 37. It ſearched the Root it went & the Herti 
the nfluences of it are ſometimes abiding, and 
longer ſemain in and refreſh the Heart, than the 
Rain doch the Earth. "There be Effects left in 
ſome Hearts, by ſome Sermons and Duties, that 


la * LIE bs LOT 4 £3 10 


Tas Rain is mog beneficial to the Earth, when 
2 come ſweet, warm Sun - biaſts with; or uftet 
This the Scripture calls, 2 clear Shining 


drawn' forth, and then the Herbs, and Flowers, 
and Corn ſprout abundantly. 80 it is with Gof- 

peſ- Showers, when the Sun of Righteouſneſs opens 
Souls under the Word, darting down 
the Beams of Grate and Love upon them, whilſt 


| they are attending on it, juſt as you ſometimes ſee 


a ſweet Shower fall white the Sun ſhines dut; O 
how comfortable is this, arid effectual to melt the 
Heart! And as the warm Rain is moſt refreſhing, 
when the Word comes warmly, from the melt- 
Affections of the Preacher, who imparts not 
the Goſpel, but his own Soul with it, 1 The/. 

A 8. This doth abundantly more Goodthatythat 
© deg gs es ROSE "RENEE | 
Hear, KN 19 d; an „ 30d nut 1 
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2 Rave 1 acrefiar ry at Seed-timss "to make 


rreathy enrichoſt it with the River of Gon, 5 
full of Mater; avg ts (= them Corn; when Thou 
belt jo' provided for Ins The warn the — 
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88 Huſbandry'Spiritualiz'd : Or, 
thereof aburdantly, Thou ſetteſ the Farrotos theres, 
Then maieft it Jet with Showers, Tho bleſſeſt the 
Springn ac And this the — the 
ormer. 1 An as this i is neceflary. about Sced- 
time, ſo the latter Rain is as needful abourEating- 
time, to diſcloſe the Ear, and, to bring it to Per- 
fection; both theſe are great Bleſſings to the Earth, 
and conduce to a ꝓlentiſul Hatveſt, Joel ii, 239 24. 
Be glad than, Tek pu 72 Sion, and rejoice in the 
Lok b your Gon, for. Jie latb giuen you the farmer 
Rain moderately, and He. wall cauſe to come 2 
you the Rain, the Former and the latter Rain in the 
M JMomnb, and the. Floats, Hall be full 9 8 beets 
44 th: Kae everflew N — and. Orh. 


| bath. a double Uſe and Berefi 
1 eſſary as the former Rain at Seed- 
time; it cauſes the firſt Spring of Grace in the 
Heart; and there could be (in — — Way) 
ng Spring of Grace . it. And as this for- | 
mer Rain is nec to cauſe the firſt: Spring of 
Grace, ſo alſo, it hath. — Uſe of the latter Rain to 
ripen thoſe e Fruits of the Spirit in the Souls 
ot Believers, Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. Le gave ſome 
05 les, and Jome Prophets, and ſome Evangeli/iss 

nd ſeme Paſtors and Teachers; 75 or the Perfecting of, 
25 Saints, for the Wark of t Miniftry, for f 
Edifying the Body of Chriſt, till aue all come in the 
Unity 75 _ Faith, and the Knowledge of the Son « 
Gon, perfect Man, * eee. 
Stoture of F Fubie 5 of Chriſt. rf 4 et * 


4% To: conclude. The REED of the Saints 
are the Keys that open and ſhut the natural 
Clouds, and cauſe them either to give out or with - 
hold their Influences, James v. 18. Elias 208 a 
Mun ſubjef to like Paſſions as ine are, and he prqynd 
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The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. 89 
the Earth by the Space of three Years and fix Months r 
and he again, and the Heavens gave Rain, 


and the Earth brought forth Fruit. Gop hath hike 


— the Works of his Hands to the : Prayers of of his 
r 8 ih hag 
{54 4 183 18 712 14 Th 4 1 : 


Paaven i 40 Ob NEO Key e 
theſe myſticatGoſpel-clouds, and diflolves them 
into gracious Showers. Gop will have the whole 


Work of the Miniſtry carried on by the Prayers 


ol his People, they firſt obtain their Minifters by 


—— Luke x. 2. Pray ye the Lord of the Har- 
veſt, to fend forth Labourers into the Vineyard. It is 
by the 42 of Prayer, that N are carried on, 
ani enabled to exerciſe their Miniſtry. | They may 
tell their People, as a General once told * Sol- 
diers, That he flew upon their Wings. Pr ay for 
me (hich the great — that Utterance may be 
given me, that I may my Mouth boldly, to <A 
known "the | Myſteries Aries of the Goſpel, "Eph. vi. 19. 
Yea, by yers it is, that Miniſters 
dee the Socks nl? Ran of Beer Labours, 
2 Theſ. iii. 1. Finally, Brethren, pray for us, os 
the Word of the Lox D may have fi SERA and be 
thrified, OT IN. 


REFLECTIONS,” 


"IF r rn a Cloud; may the Golpe 2 
fer fay? And is my Doctrine as Rain to water the 
Lord's Inheritance ? And yet do I think it much 
to be toſſed up and down by the furious Winds Ind 
Storms of Perfecution? Do 1 not ſee t To 957 

Nes 


above me in continual Motions and Agi 
And ſhall 1 dream of a fixed ſettled RF 

falſe Teachers, who are Clouds without Nit AT 
more hkely to enjoy that than I. WHICH: Of R 
the Prophets — not been toſſed and hurried worſe 
H 3 than 


go Huſtendry Spiritualia d: Or, 


than 17 Ads vii. 52. He that will not let Men 


alohe to be quiet in their Luſts, muſk enpect but 
ole Quiet from Men in this Life. But it is 

drehe Lon, that a Reſt remaineth for thy Ser- 
2 t me be ſo wiſe to ſecure a Reſt to come, 
and not ſo vain to expect it on Earth. $ 94) 


* Aub, O chat I migh fo i 


ght ſtudy thoſe inftruRing 
Cu from which, as from the Bottles of Hea- 

Gop pours. ,down- zefreſhing Showers- to ſa · 
asf} the thirlty Fark, this may — (emble them, 


Pike ofthe B among caple Th the- — . — the 
eſs , 
XV. 29. 70 Bl oi Ge — — 
far me. as for the Rain, return — ro the 22 Kd 
IT aſhamed with. their, Heads covered! © 
O that my Lips may refreſh many! I 
88 
e Hopes o rine 
Na as the Rain, and dial as —— and 
let that Plot of thine Inheritance which Thou haſt 
ba be to m, be. ory ce ne = LORD 


2. Ones TATE OL, Eyes to the Clouds, 

a behold to how great an Hei ght the Sun hath 
mounted them, e Reaſon of 1 Sublimity it 
is that they are called the Clouds of Heaven. LorD, 
let me be a Cloud of Heaven too] Let my Heart 
and Converſation be both there! Who is more ad 
Vantaged for a heavenly Life than I? Heavenly 
Truths are the Subſecte of my — * „ and 
ſhall earthly Things be the hight 
and Love Gop forbid that ever my — 
verſation ſhould, contradict 3 —— Ih 


and Profeflion. . 1 hou 
@ Rightrowſc Hears hat wt 


101 Acetat 910m; 1 A ＋ n mount 
won 


Clouds, which — 4 


PP * , COIN 
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mount above' theſe viſible Clouds, 'y 
e ee err un : | 
1 4 M A 
(61.0 15 the Goſpel! Rain ee , ME 42 
| Clouds, may thoſt that” want A 85 Mini 51 
* ſay? Woe is me then, that m Witarton 
is upon the Mountains of Gilbos, — there are 
no Deus! Ah ſad Lot, that T ſhould be like Gi- 
deon's dry Fleece, whilſt the Ground round about 
me is wet with the Dew of Heaven]! O Thou that 
commandeſt the Clouds above, and openeſt the 
Windows of Heaven, remember and refreſh this 
parched Wildergeſs wherein I Ve, with Showers 
of Grace, that we may not be as the Heath in the 
Deſart, which ſeeth not when Good cometh, nor 
inhabit the parched Places of the Wilderneſs,” 


(2. Olen; Thou Mel coſe the Ape 
above me to be black wir Clouds, may thoſe that 
enjoy a Goſpel” Miniſtry fay; Thou openeſt the 
ial Caſements from above, and datly ſendeſt 
— Showers of Gofpel'Bl-Mngs ; O hat I might 
be as the parched Earth under rh f 9 4 Bar- 
renneſs, but for Thirſtineſs. 


Soul longeth, "yen, ven fainteth for 705 rte 1 
Loxp. Doth the' Danby ar io 2 arts 
up the Showers,” and open as many Mouths as there 
are Clefts in it, to receive What the Clouds dif- 
penſe ? And ſhall thoſe precious Soul- . ing 
e t: . N me? It fo, 
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G Av n Meese thre to ma bel 
thoſe Goſpel Bleffings that I have enjoy Ig pon 
thoſe Goſpel Dews and Showers wen Tha 5 


been watered? Should I be found fruitlęeßß 
Wildemeſs 2 a more tolerable * In- 
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it will fare better with the barren and uncl 
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_ their Heads, And that which makes the 


; Huſbandry Spiritualia d: WO 
dians and Barbarians: that never heard the Goſpel, 


than for me that have been ſo plenteouſly watered 


it. Lon, what a Difference wilt Thou put 
in the great Day, betwixt ſimple and pertinacious 
Barrenneſs ! -Surely, if my Root be not Rottenneſs, 
ſuch heavenly Wateri 
wow ons * 
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Gere yi mourn hl hy; 
all Saints not mourn when ſyrritual Chuds are dry? 
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FT is deſerved! 3: accounted: 2 . 
when Gop ſhuts, up the Heavens over our 
and makes the Earth as Braſs under our 


nnn 


Feet. Then the Huſbandmen are called to Mourn- 


the Prophet rhetorically: doſeribes, - er. xiv. 3, 4. 
Ss 6. The Wallis have font their ttle ont tothe 
Waters ; they came to the Pits, and _— no Water; 
they returned with their Veſſels empiy, they toere a- 
fhamed and confounded, and — their Head: ; 
becauſe the Ground is chapt, for there was no Rain 
in the Earth, the Plowmen were aſhamed, they co- 


Want of Rain ſo terrible 1 is the Far 
mine 


and Influences as theſe, 
ſprout forth into Fruits of Obedience. 
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| ſpiritual Clouds of the Goſpel, thereby ſending a- 
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mine of Bread, which neceſſarily-followytheſe ex 

traordina | t — 
temporal Judgments which Gow inflQs won the” 
hoes noe 1 | s 35iw „ane 1 yd 


„ tro lem: Wen 0 55 off ni 
er are 
39 14 e gr): IV yy inovied don 


Any. ſurely; as muth Cauſe. Dave they to weepr, 
and tremble, over whoſe Souls Gop ſhuts up the 


ſpiritual Famine upon their Souls. Such a 
my the Lox D viireatens in Amas viii. 11. 1 wig 
the Days come, faith the LorD, that I will ſend a 
Famine' in 2 not a Hume e Brea, _ » 
Thirſt for Water, but of hearing t the * 
Lok. The Meaning is, I will ſend a more fear- 
ful Judgment, than that of the Famine of Bread. 
Parallel to which is that Text, /ſatah v. 6. I will 
lay it IVafle (faith Gow: of the'fruuleſs Church) * 
/rall not be pruned nar dig ged, but there oil come uf 
Briars and Thorns I u hy Oe; r 
thut they rain not u it. . 
"214 + ea 0.x. ih * \ 4 NAR 2. 4 85 3 8 


Ax — — human and ſacred Hiſtories, * 
ſpiritual 


that when Gon hath ſhut up the Cloudsy 
removing or ſilencing his —_—_— ſenſible Chris 
ſtians have ever been deeply affected with it, and 
reckoned it a moſt tremendous ent, Thus” 
the Chriſtians of - Axtroch, when Chry/d/ffom,” their 
Miniſter, was baniſhed, jadged it better to doſe the” 
dun out of the Firmament, than loſe their Miniftesi®: 
When the Ark of Gop (which wur the Sym bel of 
the Divine Preſence among the auf; ro? Was — 
all the City cried our," 1 3. The Loſs 
a Goſpel-Miniftry' is an — — not td 
W its own Return or by Heavem 
ot nds gt ror a 2d AVI LAY 
— a AH acti Nef + a aN 
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To let you ſee there is ſufficient Ground for Sor- 


raw, when Gop reſtrains the influences of the 


nin eat oonſicer Stelen Farin | 


4. Tus xai adecadwl TokenofGon' 8. — 

ger againſt, that People from hom he removes 

e Goſpel. The Anger of Gon was fearfully in- 
—.— againſt the Church of Epheſus,” when He 
did but threaten to come againſt her; and remove 
her Candleſtick out of its. Place, Rev. ii. 5. It is 
a Stroke at the Saul, 2 Blow at the Root; pry pee 
the laſt, and therefore the Uher of Judgments. | ; 


FI „Tas Judgment in wats W i 
yau conſider tho Loſa which "Sr: People 
fultain by the Remoral en for therein 
they. HP aSDia 4 To fas tion?  thieer gr fie 

T agu WEIVI 3 2 ; 

06 by Tan chief Glory. — . ij. 2. Te 
principal Thing in which the peculiar of 
Iſrael. was this, that unte them were com- 
mitted the Oraclet of God. On that Account it 
was called the Glorious Land, Dan. xi. 16. This 
r the Nations round about 


them, Nia. > Born =1 2 LEE 


{8 Bri loſing the Glems, — 

Comſorts, and Refreſhmentsz for 
theſe are —_— Streams from the Foun- / 
tain, Pſalm cxix. 50. No Wonder then to hear 
A eanaratic 
the Goſpel is removed. 5181 ien eine Df 


. ul 1 61 
(3.) In the LoG of the Goſpel 

Defence and Safety. This is their x they lo 

Wall of Pratection, {/a: v. 5. Walls Aale, 

(faith Auuſcnlus in lac. J are the Ordinances of Gov; 


ich ſerve both to diſtinguiſh and to.defend them. 
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When Gop- plucks up this H 


edge, and breaks 
down this Wall, all Miſchiefs — in upon Mug 
preſently, 2 Chron. xv. 1 45 55 Now for a 
Seaſon Iael hath been ok, the true GOD, and 
without 'a teaching Prieſt, and without 4 — And 
in thoſe Times there was no Peate to him that toe 
out, nor to him that came in, but great | Vexations 
were upon all the Inhabitants ef the Countries, and 
Nation was deftrozed'of Nation, ani City / Gy; 
fer Gop did vex them with all Aaver ty. Ho- 
long did ſalem remain, after that Voice was 
heard in the Pemple, Migremus bine? Let 'us be 
gory ; 
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IB Enjoyments and Comfort Pheſe-ufually come 
18 and go with the Goſpel. When Gop had once 
written Leammi upon [/rael, the next News is this, 
mne, Ho. ii. of 4 

16 og 522 tie al tut A 7 

45) Aub 4 % To come up to the Werp Caſe" 


p 

tt I in Hand. they doſe-with it their ſpiritual Fon DA" 
8 

t 


Subſiſtencez for the Goſpel is 2 1 = 
inge, [faiah xn G. their —— be uh 
ui. 3. a Dole diſtributed — the Lon 's Por” 
Eon. i. 11. In a Word, it is as the Rain and 
r Deus of Heaven, which being reſtrained, 180 
ul amine neceſſarily follows 3 2 Famine of a | 


the moſt terrible. „ men nnn 7 3 #4} 918 21981 1:8 
155d of tac 19bno WW om o Nine N A eftis? 
Now, to ſhew you the Analogy betwixt betwint ibi 


and a temporal Famine, take in in ane followitg* 
Particulars: 


ir 7 18681. o Kar e WO: 21 bo a6. dt 44 (a). 


ir 1. A FAMINE is cauſed by the Fa of 


es) er that which is in the Stead, and hath the Vie of 
Dy * Bread. Dainties and Rarities. may ſai} and ) 
a. lea may ſchſiſt cumiortabiy. iA long det 


n ot 


have 
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9 — Wes they will not famiſh ; but 
take away Bread once, and the Spirit of Man 
_ -faileth. + Upon this Account Bread is called a Staff 
"Pſalm cv, 10. becauſe what a Staff is to an aged or 
\ feeble Man, that Bread is to the (faint and feeble 
Spirits. And Jook what Bread is to the natural 
Spirits, that, and imore than that, the Word is to 
Ne 0 25 Jeb xxiii- Ia. { have efteemed the 
ords of thy Meuth, more than my neceſſary Food. 
ED ne the inner Man, that 
oem Man, of the ee * ue 9 to 


2. ghd ono eee etc; Boe 
2 Famine, but a Failing of it; when no 
Bread is to be had, or that which is, yields no 
Nutriment. For a Famine may as well be occs- 
ſioned by Gon's taking away the nouriſhing Virtue 
of Bread, as by ny Bread itſelt, {/a. iii. 1. 
And fo it is in a ſpiritual Famine, which is occa- 
ſioned either by Gone removing all the Ordi- 
nances, and making Viſion . fail; or elf, 
though there be. Breachings Prayer, and-other Or- 
dinances left, yet the Preſence of God is not with 
them. [There is no Marrow inthe Bone, no Milk 
in the Breaſt ; peg ny 01-071 wider "+ per 
— Fim | 


3 3. in cba egen, — 
Things become ſweet and pleaſant. That which 
before you would have thrown to your now 
with yourſelves, | 7s tbe bun- 
. 15 every bitter Thing it ſweet, Prov. xxvii. ). 
e e Har 
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he kw fared more daintily, than when (in-aljke 
Exigence] he ſuppe 
Water, wich a poor Fe Wan 15 


the Loxp h you witty: 
give yen the Waters A. 
that Bread 
0 remaved into Curners, 


The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. y 
Barley- bread, and ſaid, O what Pleaſute have I 
hitherto been ignorant af? When great Darius 
drank the puddled Water, that had been deſiled 
with dead Carcaſes, he ptofeſſed he never drank 
more pleaſant Drink. And Dee Sind 


d. upon Bread, Onions, aud 


vu 33 ade da IG * 


'Tow#- fo doth the Famine of tbe Word raiſe the 
Eſteem of vulgar- and deſpiſed Truths. O:what 
would we give for one of thoſe Sermons, one of 
thoſe Sabbaths we formerly enjoyed ? In thoſe Days 


the Mord of the Loxn was preclons. When Gop 


calls to'the Enemy to take away his conternned, 
but precious Dainties, from his wanton Children, 
and a ſpiritual Famine hath a little pinched them. 
they will then 1 pee war <p nage! Ar 
. BEE ne 3 


A 4 


4+ Laftly ys hs Time c of Paine ths! is /Nothing 
ſo coſtly: or precious, but People wil part with it 
to purchaſe Bread. T hey: have given their pleaſant 
Things for Meat to relizve their Souls, Lam. i. 14. 
— doubtleſs when à ſpiritual Famine ſhall pinch 
hard, thoſe that have been cloſe- handed to main- 
* a Goſpel-miniftry, will account it a choice 
Mercy to enjoy them again at any Rate. Though 
Bread Adverſity, * 
—.— wil} fweeten 
Teuchers be 

d 1 ** 

* Anse and I. 


and Water to you, 
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98 Huſbandry Spiritualiz'd : Or, 
and long-continued Enjoyment of ſuch an invalu- 
able Mercy. How lightly have I eſteemed the 
ep Things of the Goſpel? O that with Eyes and 
ands lifted up to Heaven, I might bleſs the LoRD 
that ever I was brought forth in an Age of fo much 
Light! Ina Valley of Vifions! In a Lind flowing 
with Goſpel-mercies! Hath net Gop made of one 
Bled ail the Nations of Men, ta dwell on the Face 
of the Earth? And determined the Times before d 
pointed, and the Bounds of their Habitation? A 
xvii. 26. Many of theſe great and populous Na- 
tions are involved in groſs Darkneſs. Now that 
of all the ſeveral Ages of the World, and Places 
in it, Gop ſhould eſpy the beſt Place for me, and 
bring me forth into it, in ſuch a happy Time as 
can hardly be parallelled in Hiftory, for the Plenty 
of Goſpel-mercies ; that my Mother did not bring 
me forth in the Deſarts of Arabia, or the Waſtes 
of America, but in England, where Gop hath 
made the Sun of the Goſpel to ſtand till, as the 
natural Sun did over Grbeon ; and that ſuch a Mercy 
ſhould no more affect my Soul; let Shame cover 
my Face for this, and Trembling ſeize my Heart! 


2. Bur is the Goſpel indeed departed, may the 
deprived Chriſtian ' ſay? Its ſweet Influences re- 
ſtrained? And a Famine worſe than that of Bread 
come upon us? Alas! for the Day; for it i5« 
great Day, ſo that none is like it; it is even the Dey 
of Jacob's Trouble, Woe is me, that ever I ſhould 
urvive the Goſpel, and the precious Liberties and 
Mercies of it! What horrid Sins have been har- 
boured amongſt us, for which the Lox p contends 
by ſuch an unparalleled Judgment? Lox, let 
me juſtify Thee even in this ſevere Diſpenſation: 
The Provacations of thy Sons and of thy Daughters 
Have been very great, and amongſt them none 
greater than mine. May we not this Day read 
— e 1 


* 


o ws R9www"% — ind tail an av „ n tt a—_— << "SU OY 


ww iv % VY Þ2_XY Rao CD *® 


k adhn..14 


— aq w_SO50o . nm ov 


The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. 99 


our Sin in our Puniſhment? O what nice and 
wanton Appetites, what curious and itching Ears 
had thy People in the Days of Plenty? Methods, 
Tones, and Geſtures, were more regarded than 
the excellent Treaſures of Divine Truths, Ah, 
my Soul! I remember my Fault this Day. Little 
did I then conſider, that Sermons work not. upon 


Hearts, as they are elegant, but as they ate Inſtru- 


ments in the Hand of Gop appointed. to ſuch an 
End. Even as Augu/tine ſaid of the Conduits. of 
Water, though one be in the Shape of an Angel, 
another of a Beaſt, yet the Water refreſhes as it is 
Water, and not as it comes from ſuch. a Conduit. 
By this alſo, O LorD, Thou rebukeſt the Supine- 
neſs and Formality ef thy People. How drowſy, 
dull and careleſs have they been under the meſt 
excellent and quickning Means? Few more than I. 
Alas! I have often preſented my Body before the 

Lokp in Ordinances; but my Soul hath been 
wandering abroad. I ſhould have come from un- 
der every Sermon, as a Sheet comes from the 
Prefs, with all the lively Impreſſions of the Truths 
I heard upon my Heart: But alas, if it had been 
demanded of me, as once it was of Ariſtotle, after 
a long and curious Oration, how he liked it, I 


might have anſwered as he did, truly I did not hear 


it; for I was all the While minding another Mat- 
ter. Righteous art Thou, O Lox, in all-that is 
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Upon the Corruption of the Seed before 


it ſpring. 


Sead die and rot, and then eee, appear ; 
Saints Bodies rije mare. orient thun thiy were, 
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OBSERVATION. 
FTER the Seed is committed to the Earth, 
A it ſeems to periſh and die, as our Saviour 
peaks, John xii. 24. Except a Corn of Wheat fall 
ints the Ground and dit, it abidetb alone ; but if it 
die, it brings forth muth Fruit. The Death of 


| the Corn in the Earth is not a total Death, but 


only the Alteration of it: For if once the ſeminal 
Life and Virtue of it were quite extinguiſhed, it 
could never put forth Blade or Ear without a Mi- 
racle: Yet, becauſe that Alteration is a Kind of 
Death, therefore Chrift uſes it as a fit Illuſtration 
of the Reſurrection. And indeed there is Nothing 
in Nature more apt to illuſtrate that great Myſtery. 
What a fragrant, green and beautiful Blade do we 
ſee ſpring up from a corrupted Seed? How black 
rl 33 is that? How beautiful and verdant 
is 1 „Ie OA. 4 7415 ne 


nol APPLICATION. 


Even thus ſhall the Bodies of the Saints ariſe in 


Beauty and. Gloty at the” Reſurrection. They art 
4 144 GLUUG o Vi ni F: 41 "(axon 
ry e þ 


T4 ©: : * * 
4 Ws 1 413 „„ * [4 7. 


4 «. 


a _ mam kw _ ﬀFH! £k 44 ©«& _ ot 


a we. A Ah wc 


— 


e 


The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. 101 


ſown in Diſbonour, they are raiſed in Glory; they are 
| foun natural Bodies, they are raiſed ſpiritual Bodies. 
The Huſbandman knows, that though the Seed 


rot in the Earth, yet it will riſe again. And the 
Believer knows, that though after bis Skin Worms 
deſtroy his Body, yet in his Fleſh he ſhall ſee Gop. 
And the Reſemblance betwixt the Seed ſown, and 
ſpringing up; and the Bodies of the Saints dying, 


and riſing again, lies in theſe Particulars: 


Fir, Tus Seed is committed to the Earth from 
whence it came, ſo is the Body of a Saint; Earth 


it was, and to Earth it is again reſolved. Grace 
exempts not the Body of the beſt Man from ſeeing 


Corruption. Though Chrift be in him, yet the 
Body is dead, that is, ſentenced to Death, becauſe 
Sin. It is appointed for all Men once to dis. 


Secondly, Ww the Time is come for ſhooting 
up, the Earth that covered it can hide it no 0 
it cannot keep it down a Day more; it will 
or make a Way through the Clods: So in that 
Day when the great Trump {ball ſound, Bone 
ſhall come to his Bone, and the Graves ſhall not 
be able to hold them a Minute longer. Both Sea 
and Earth muſt render the Dead that are in them. 


' Thirdy, Wazn the Seed appears above Ground 


again, it appears much more freſh. than when iz 
was caſt into the Earth. Gon cloaths it with ſuch 
Beauty, that it is not like what it, was before. 


; „ . 8 E 21 * Ibktst 1 bus 5 
Tuus riſe the Bodies of the Saints, marvellouſl 


improved, beautified, and perſected with ſpiritu 


Qualities and rich Endowments; in Reſpect where- 
of they are called n 1 Cor. XV, 43. 


for as Spirits ſubſiſt without Food, Rajments e 
know no Wearineſs or * ſo our „ 
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the Reſurrection ſhall be above thoſe Neceſſities and 
Diſtempers; for we thall be as the Angels of Gop. 
Yea, our vile Bodies all be changed, and made like 
unte Chriſt's glorious Body ; which is the higheſt 
Pitch and Aſcent of Glory and Honour, that a — 
man Body is capable of. — the Glory of the 
Sou ſhall. be the greateſt Glory: That is the inva- 
luable Jem; bat Gon will wa diftin& Glory 
| upon the Body, and richly enamel the very Caſe 
| in which that. precious. Jewel ſhall be kept. In 
i that glorious Morning of the ReſurreRtion, the 
Saints ſhall put on their new freſh Suits of Fleſh, 
| richly laid and trimmed with Glory. Thoſe Bo- 
I dies which in the Grave were but Duſt and Rot- 
li tenneſs, when it delivers them back ſhall 
* be EY excellent; n freed, 


ſ! 1. From all untural Infirmitics and Diſtempers; 
ll Death is — — Phyſician,” which-at once frees 
I! them of all Diſeaſ t is a great Affliction now 
N to many of the Lox D's — to be clogg'd with 
fo many bodily Infitmities. The Spirit indetd 15 
willing but the Fleſb is beat. A crazy Body re- 
torts and ſhoots back its Diſtempers upon the Soul, 
with which it is fo cloſely conjoined; ns though 
now the Soul (as Theipbroſte; ſpeaks) pays a dear 
Rent for the Tabernacle in which it X47" yet 
when Death diſſolves that Tabernacle, all the Diſ- 
eafes and Pains under which it groaned, ſhall be 
buried in the Rubbiſh of its Mortality; and when 
they come to be re · united, Gop will beſtow rich 
Gifts and Dowries, even . the Body, in the 
Day of its Re-eſpouſals. N 


2. Ir ſhalt be freed from all Deformities ; there 
are no Breaches, Flaws, Monſtroſities in glorified 
I but of chen N px ok e e ſaid, 
Cor vintii- wv — 
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what was once faid of A ſalm, 2 Sam. xiv." 25. 
That from the Crown of his — _ Sols of bis 
Foot, there was. no'Blemrfb in bim. 1 


3. Ir ſhall be freed: from-all natural — 
to which it is now ſubjected in this its Animal 
State. Ho is the Souliriow diſquieted wirh Cares 
and Troubles, to provide for a: g Body ? 
But Meats for the Bel Belly ly, and the Belly for Meats ; 
Gob ail deſtroy both it — — peer vi. 43. 
li 0 as mn Office: 


4. Tux v ſhall be freed Gan Ds bas which 
henceforth they can be ſubject no more; that for- 
midable mens nr of Nature-ſhall aſſault it no 
more. Fur they ſhall be accountei worthy to obtain 
that 22 and the Reſurrection from the Dead; 
neither marry, nor are given in Marriage; neither 
tan they die any more; for they ſhall be equal to the 
4n gels, and are the Children of GoD, being the 
Children. of of the Reſurrection, Luke xx. 35, 
Mark it (eq equal to the Angels) not that they ſhall 
be ſingle Spirits without Bodies, but equal to them 
— Ws and Manner of their Living and Act- 
then live upon Gp, and act freely, 
pry, — delightfully for Go; for all Kind of 
ving upon the Creatures, ſeems in that Text to 
be excluded. Nothing but Gop ſhall enamour 
and fill the Soul, and the Body ſhall be perfectly 
ſubdued to the Spirit. a what” _ 'Thou 
nen for mo that (61g BN 07 216 vail» 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. Ir ſhall receive my Body again ſo dig ied 

and improved in the World to come, then 
let me never be unwilling to uſe it now ſor wy 
wo ot my own Salvation. Now, O my Gop, 
| it 
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it grieves me to think how 3 Oppor- 
tunities of ſerving and honouring I I have loſt 
under Pretence of endangering my Health 


IEA been more ſollicitous to live long and 
healthfully, than to live uſefully and frouitfully ; and 
like enough my Life had been more ſerviceable to 
Thee, if it had not been fo fondly over valued. 


. Foot isn Soul, hath Gop given thee, a Body 
for a living Inſtrument? And art thou afraid to 
uſe it? Wherein is the Mercy of having a Body, 
if not in ſpending it in the Service of Gop? To 
have an active vigorous Body, and not to employ 
it for God, for F ear of endangering its Health, is 
as if one ſhould give thee a handſome and ſprightly 
Horſe, upon Condition thou ſhouldſt not Fide or 
work him. If fome had. enjoyed the Bleſſing of 


ſuch an healthy active Body as mine, what excel- 


lent chin would they have performed. to Gop 


"AGAIN, 2. If my Body ſhall as ſurely riſe again 
in Glory, as the Seed I ſow doth, 'why thould not 
this comfort me over all the Pains, Weakneſſes and 
Dulneſs with which my Soul is clogg'd ? Thou 
knoweſt, my Gop, what a Grief it hath been to 
my Soul, to be fettered and entangled with the 


Diſtempers of this vile Body. It hath made me 


ſigh and 85 with holy Anſelme, when he ſaw the 
mounting Bird N down by the Stone hang- 
ing at her Leg. Lord, thus it fares with the 
Soul of thy Servant! Fain would I ſerve, glorify, 
and enjoy Thee; but a diſtempered Body will not 
let me. However, it is reviving to think, that 
though I am now forced to crawl like a Worm in 
the Diſcharge of my Duties, I ſhall ſhortly fly like 
a'Seraph in the Execution of thy Will, Chear up, 

drooping 
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„ crooping g Soul, the Time is at Hand, when thou 

x ſhalt be made more willing than AIG 9550 
3. AND is it ſo indeed? Then, let the d 


Fleſh not weak as it is nam. 
Saint, like Faceb,, rouze up himſalf upon ble 
and encourage bimſelf againſt the Fears of Death 
by this refreſhin „ Let him ſay, 
with holy dying Muſculus, Wh 2 thou, 
0 O my Soul, 6 go fon of hiv Per e, to the 
nd [of Reſt ? Hath thy Bod ee . 
0 WW Habitation £0 thee, thar-thou ſhouldit be lech es, 
5 part with it; and with Aſſurance of receiving it 
„again with ſuch a gloribus Improvement? I know, 
ay Soul! hat hou haſt a natural Inclination to 
15 this Body, reſulting: from the dear and ſtrict Union 
) W which Gop Him f hath made betwixt thee ung 
„ Wit; bat beware thou love it not immoderately ; it 
F is but a Creature, yea, a fading Creature, and woe | 
dich now ſtands in thy Way to the full Enjoy- 
nent of God. But fay, why are the Thoughts of 
parting with it ſo 24 2 to thee? Why ſo 
loth to take Death by its cold Hand? Is this Body 
thy old and dear Friend? Irue, but yet thou 
parteſt not with it upon ſuch ſad Terms, as ſhould 
deſerve a Tear at parting. For mayſt . N15 
ſay of this Departure, as St. Paul at the Deps 
Ovefimns, Philemon 15. It therefore dpi ir 
0 Seaſon, that the may/t-receive it for ever, he 
Day of W Will quick] ye 3. and in 
the mean Lime, as thy Body ſhall not be ſenſible 
of the tedious Length of interpoſing Time, ſo nei- 
ther ſhalt thou be ſollicitous about thine. abſent 
Friend: For'the Fruition of Gov” in that thine. 
NY my {hall fill eh with infinite aſe 
a br. eie Li Th T ty Te"; + | 
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On is it not ſo much ſimply for parting with it, as 
for the Manner of thy parting, either by the flow 
and lingering Approaches of a natural, or the quick 
and terrible Approaches of a violent Death : Why, 
trouble not thyſelf about that; for if Gop lead 
thee through the long dark Lane of a tedious Sick- 
neſs, yet at the End of it is thy Father's Houſe, 
And for a violent Death tis not ſo material, whe- 
ther Friends or Enemies itand weeping or triumph- 
ing over thy dead Body. When thy Saul ſhall be 
in Heaven, it will not be ſenſible how the Body is 


_ uſed on Earth. © 
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Upon the Dangers incident to Corn from 


Ful, Weeds, and Blaſtings do your Corn amy, 
Even Jo Corrupttons would your Grace deſtroy. - 


'OBSBERFATITON. 

HERE are (amongſt many others)three dan- 
gerous Periods betwixt the Seed - time and 
Harveſt. The firſt, when Corn is newly committed 
to the Earth, all that lies uncovered is quickly pick d 
up by the Birds; and muchof that whichis butlight]y 
covered, is ſtockt up as ſoon as it begins to ſprout, by 
Rooks and other devouring Fowls; but if it eſcapes 
the Fowls and gets Root in the Earth, yet then it is 


| hazarded by noxious Weeds, which ſuck away its 


Nouriſhment, whilſt it is yet in the tender Blade. 
If by the Care of the vigilant Huſbandman it be 


| freed from choaking Weeds; yet laſtly, as great 2 


Danger as any of the former ftill attends it; for 
often, whilſt it is blowing in'the Ear, Balint 
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and Mildews ſmite it in the Stalk, which cut off 
the Juice and Sap that ſhould aſcend to nouriſh the 


Ear; and ſo ſhrivels and dries up the Grain whilſt 


it is yet immature, hereby it becomes like thoſe 
Ears of Corn in Pharaob's V iſion, which were thin 
and blaſted with the Eaſt- Wind; or like the Ears 
the Pſalmiſi ſpeaks of upon the Houle-top, where- 
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APPLICATION: 75 — 


True Grace, from the Infancy to the perfection 


thereof, conflicts with far greater Dangers, amongſt 


which it meets with ghiee dangerous Periods which 


marvellouſly hazard it : So that it is a much por 


Wonder that it ever arrives at Perfection. 


Firſt, No ſooner hath the great- Huſbandman 


diſſeminated theſe holy Sceds in the regenerate 
Heart, but Multitudes of impetuous Corruptions 


immediately aſſault, and would certainly deyour 
them like the Fowls of the Air, did not the fame 
Arm that ſowed them, alſo protect them. It fares 
with Grace, as with. Chriſt its Author, whom Fe- 
74d ſought to deftroy in his very Infancy. "Citi 

As Things are in their Natures and Princi oe, 
ſo they are in their Operations and Effects; Fire 
and Water are of contrary Qualities, and. when 
they meet, they effectively oppoſe each other. Sin 
and Grace are ſo oppoſite, that if Sin ſhould ceaſe 
to oppoſe Grace, it would ceafe to Sin; and if Grace 
mould not oppoſe Sin, it would ceaſe to be Grace, 
And this doth much more endanger the Work, than 
any other Enemy it hath ; becauſe it works againſt 
it more inwardly, conſtantly, and n 
than any Thing elſe can do. | 


> « 


(59. Monz inwardly, fag! it 9 4 Js Veing' it 


the. ſame Soul where Grace dwells; yea, in the 


ſelf- 


1 — 
. 


I Soul ſay, What 
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© felf-Game Faculties, ſo that ĩt not only ſets one Pa 
Culty againſt another, dut the ſame Faculty againſt 
itſelf, the Underſta againſt the Underſfand. 
ing, and the Will the Will; if it cannot 
totally hinder the Pertormance of a Duty, yet it 
lames the Soul upon the working Hand, whereby 
the Performance is not ſo ſpititual, free, and com. 
poſed, as it deſires. (2.) It oppoſes it more con- 
ſtantly, it is like a continual Dropping; a Man can 
no more fly from this Enemy, than trom himſel. 
There is a Time when the evil leaves tempting; 
but no Time when Corruption ceaſes from working. 
+ And laſtly, it oppoſes Grace more advantagioully 
than any other Enemy can do, for it is not only alway: 
in the ſame Soul with it, but it is there naturally ; 
<4 hath the Advantage of the Soil, which ſuits with 
And yet, . Oh 4 Wonder of Free Grace! lt 
| is not ſwa wed Erin Vikas — this He 


| Ir Go meets; with: e i it 
| efcape this; even by Temptations which ſtrike at 
the very Life of it; for theſe, like the Weeds, with 
8 loving Embraces, claſp about it; and did 
not the faithful Gon now make a Way to eſcape, 
[inſtead of an Harveſt, we ſhould have an Heap! 
For, alas, what are we | to wreſtle with-Princips- 
lities and Powers, IND ö in 
high Places? nt An 
li zus aach de 1 i 1 a? i wonttoiins ti 
Tah, San Relaples like nlaſis and Rofivg 
1 oft fade, and greatly e it, — is even 


ee. d On hou bra 
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Mildewsare to the Corn? O what Need have I then 
to watch my Heart, and keep it with all Diligence; 
for in the Life of that Grace is wrapt up the Life 


of my Soul. He that carries a Candle in his Hand 


in a ſtormy Night, had need to cover it eloſe, leſt 
it be blown out, and he left in Darkneſs. O let me 
never ſay, Go p hath promiſed zit ſhall perſevere, 
and therefore I need not be fo ſollicitous to preſerve 
it; for as this Inference is quite oppoſite to the Na- 
ture of true Grace and Aﬀurance, which never en- 


courage Careleſſneſs, but provoke the Soul to 


an induſtrious Uſe of Means to preſerve it: So, it 
is in itſelf an irrational and ſenſeleſs Concluſion, 
which will never follow from any Scripture Pro- 
en, N 5 n 


Ler all doubting Chr iſtians reflect ſeriouſly upon 
this Truth, and ſuck Marrow and Fatneſs out of it 
to ſttengthen them againſt all their Fears; r 
Life, your ſpiritual Life, ' hath for many 1 

in Suſpence before you; and you have of- 
ten faid with David; I ſhall ene Day fall by. the 
Hand of Saul. Deſponding, trembling „lift 
up thine Eyes and look upon the Fields, the Corn 
lives ſtill, and grows up; though Birds have watch- 
ed to devour it, Snows have covered it, Beaſts have 
cropt it, Weeds have almoſt choak'd it, yet it is pre- 
ſervd And hath not Gop more Care of that pre- 
cious Seed of his own Spirit in thee, than any Huf- 
bandman hath of his Corn ? Haſt thou not many 
Times ſaid, and thought of it, as thou doſt now 
and yet it lives? O what Matter of un 
Joy and Comfort is this to upright Souls! Well then, 
be not diſcouraged, for thou doſt not run as uncer- 
windy, nor fight as one that beats the Air. * 
thy Grace be weak, thy Gop is ſtrong; though 
Stream ſeem ſometimes to fail, yet it is fed by an 


"ever flowing Fountain. 


Vor. XIIV. K CHAP, 


CHAP, XL, 


Us pan 8 ga ob Huſbandman fr 
che Harveſt, © - 


Da. 955 2 3 101 
uſkendmen rest bee 
00 let not "_ =! do * _ _ e. 
ben i 


| oy E ro of 2 pod rel at u, 
| e Huſbandman with Patience digeſt 
urs. He that plows, plows in Hope, 
..and £ 25 are not ſo irrational to think, they: ſhall 
. preſently be 8 of er Hope, nor ſo "fooliſh 
do anticipate the Har by cutting down the Corn 
before it be fully — <> t are content to plow, 
_fow and weed it; and when it it ſully ripe, then 
* A ch i into the Feld aud cg itdown wb 
0 e 4 18104 50 CL HIM 5313105 de ON 
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1 ws 4 Corn, cauſe Men to IP 78 1 
e and make them wait with Patience till the 
e Much more ſhould the Expecta- 


. 5 FS. eternal. Glory fortify my. Spirit againſt al 
2 n de It! leaſt of n Chriſtian to 


of an haſty and * oe fer 
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for the Righteous, and Foy for the Upright, Pal. xcii. 


11. Behold the Huſbandman waiteth, Be patient 


therefore my Brethren, for the Gaming of \the Lon 
draws near.” "There are three great Arguments to 


ſweetens 


FA 
As 1 


Harveſt and Ræward in Heaven. © This made” Hbra- 
; | K. 2 | han” 


rſuade Chriſtians to a long-ſuffering and patient 
rame under Sufferings. | 
1. Taz Example of Chrift, to think how quietly 


He ſuffered all Injuries and Difficulties with invin- 
cible Patience, is ſufficient to ſhame the beſt of 


Chriſtians, who are of ſuch ſhort Spirits. To this 
Purpoſe it was well noted by Bernard, Was the 


LorD of Glory thus emptied of his F uineſs? And 


12 
4 1 | ; 7 ee * (| 
ſhall ſuch a Worm as | (well? /! 
a ; þ * 4 a * 5 
, * 5 ? q , 1 T2 %" Fg : 1 5 


£ i 4 * 
x * * A 


2. Tur Deſert of Sin, Lam. iii. 29. Why doth 
the living Man complain ? It was a good Saying of 
bleſſed G 
lies light. And it is was a famous Inſtance which 
Dr. Job- gives of the Duke of Conde; when the 


Duke of Conde — — the In- 
commodities of à religious F 

Day ſpied and pitied 5y a Lord of 7raly, who out 
of Tenderneſs wiſh'd him to be more careful of his 
troubled, and think not that I am ill provided of 
Conveniencies, for I fend an Harbinger before me 
that makes ready my Lodgings, and takes Care that 


erty, he was one 


Duke anfwered, Sir, be not 


I be royally entertained. The Lord aſked him, 
who was his Harbinger ? He anſwered, the Know- 
ledge of myſelf, and the Conſideration of what [I 
deſerve for my Sins; and when with this Know- 
ledge I arrive at my Lodgings, how unprovided ſo- 


erer I find it, -methinks it is ever better than 1 Ve- 


ſerve; and as the Senſe of Sin, which merits Hell, 
preſent Difficulties ; ſo, (to come Home 
to the preſent Similitude) do the Hopes of à bleſſed 


reenham ; When Sin ies heavy, Affliction 
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ham willing to wander up and down as a Stranger 
in the World; for he looked” for a City that hath 
Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker is Gov. 
Ke Hopes of fuch..a Harveſt is Encouragement 
oxy hard, . and walt long; yet ſome Chriſtian 
ſb impatient of it, that th Cm Fain be reap- 
fog before the Time; but às by an un- 
Alterable Law of Nature, appointed ** the Sea. 
ſons of Secd-time and Hatvett ; and when we have 
done all we can on our Part, we muſt wait till Gop 
tend the former and the latter Rain, and give every 
Natura! Caule its Effect. 80 in Reference to our 
Hpiricual Haryeſt; we are appointed to uſe all Gov's 
Appointments, and. when we have done all, muſt 
patiemiy wait tül the Time of the Promiſe 
de fully come; Ia due Time we ſhall reap, if we 
Faint us. To which patient Expectation, and 
qoier W aiting for Glory, the following Conſidera- 
tions are of excellent Uſe. 


1. As the, Huſbandman knows when, the Seed. 
eh is paſt, it will not be long to the Harveſt; 
aud the longer be waits, the nearer ſtill it is: 80 
the Chriſtian! knows, Ut is but yet a little twhile, and 
Ile that mall come will come, and will not tarr). 
| 9 that now bis Salvation is nearer than when he 

believed, Rom. xiii. 11. What a ſmall Point 
{ Tithe is our waiting Time, compared with E- 
| ien ? Yet à few Days wore; and then cones 
We ate and welcome Harveſt. WF: 


2. Tat Huſbandman can and other Work to do, 
| Lakes the reaping Time come he need rior ſtand 

idle, though he cannot yet reap : And cannot 3 
_ Chriſtian: 1 any Work to do for Gop, till he 
come to Bed?” . there much Work to db, 
ud ſuch Work as is ory propet to "ellis Seal. 
Foo! _ now reptote Stn. exhott"t6 Duty, 


Cour 


% Io tots ator oe Re. 
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cour the Diſtreſſed; this is good Work, and this is 
A only Time for ſuch Work; the whole of Eter- 

nity will be taken up in other, Emplo ments. 1 
think it meet (faith Peter) as long am in this 


Tabernacle, to ftir your Minds Eos rth 
that I mu 100 . Tabernacle, 2 Pet. 15 1 3: & 
9. d. 1 hate but A little Time t to not 


amon! og 1 am almoſt at Heaven; and therefote 


am willing to huſband this preſent Moment as we 


as I can for you, © O Chriſtians ! you need 
ſtand idle; lock round about you upon the Multi- 
tude of orion; Sinners ; ſpeak now to. them for 
Gon; ſpeak dow to God for them; for ſhortly 
you malf ſo ſpeak no more, Jou ſhall ſee them r 
more till you Fs them a Chi Bat; Cob leave 
8 here for their Sakes, up and be doing; If. ye 


had done all you were to do for yourſelves and them, 


He would have you, to Heaven immediately, Ju 
ſhould not wait a Moment longer for LON; 


3. HyusBANDMEN know, though the cannot 


yet gather in the precious Fruits of t the arth, yet 


all this while they are ripening for the Harvet ; 
they would not houſe it green, or take it before its 
Time. And is not this alſo my Preparation: time 
for Glory ? As Gop prepared Re Bk for his Pe 
ple, eget an Act of Creation, by the Death of Chr: h 
which made a Purchaſe of it, and by his Aſce 
into it, So the Reaſon why 1 we are kepthere, is | is f 
order to our fitting for it. Heaven is ready, b. 
we are not fully * the Barn is fit to feceive 
the Corn, but - & Corn, is not fit to be gathered into 
it. But for this ſelf-ſame Thing GoD 15 mw wark- 
ing in us, 2 Cor. v. 5. He is every Day at Work, 
Ordinances, and by Providences, to petſect his 
ork in us; and as 11 x OD, — 5 
mall bear a Voice like that, Rev. MR gies 


1 and immediately * a bein i 
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dor ardently ſoever we long | for that en * 
eh for it more than we can do. 


* Tur ern is glad &f the Firf fruits 
at C ave no tneſts, ledges, 
and Fir e of. 1 7 5 It is your own Fault, 
every ay you red, not en ſuch bleſſed 
er of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 23. Ram, v. 2. 
Pet. viii. 9g. O how might the interpoſing Time, 
eren all the Days of your Patience here, be ſweet- 
4 ence with fuch Prelibarions of "we: i to come 


Hus kanpauh k Knop it; is beſt to —_ when 

1 is fit to reap; one Handful fully ripe is worth ma- 

OY Sheaves of green Corn. And you know, Heaven 

will be ſweeteſt to you, when you are fitteſt for it; 

the Child would pluck the Apple while it is green, 

00 he might gather it eaſier, and taſte it ſweeter, 

_ Ys tarrying longer for it. When we have got 2 

aſte of Heaven, we are all in. Haſte to be gone. 

Then, O that '] hC% Hint es d Dove I would 

Fy aueh and he at Ra. The ben we cry. to God for 

ourfelyes, as MAaſes did far his Siſter Minions Heal 

her [now] O Gon, I beſeech Thee, Numb. xii. 13. 

L Len abuts, LoxrD, I pray Thee! But ſure- 

* * as Gon hath contrived thy Glory in the beſt of 

q | ays, ſo He bath appointed — thee the fitteſt of 

59 ok 3. and whenever thou art gathered unto it 

thou ſhalt come as een of Corn in its . 
has Abie2>vi. ta »©Þ 6.216: wot | 
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InAvx waited for benen, O Gon 'Hav- 
ing recived thy Firſt· fruit, my Soul Jongs to fill its 
Boſom with the Sheaves of As. * Heart 
gent fr or the Water-brooks, ſo panteth my Sou, for 
Gon! O, when ſhall I come and appear 
. GDI deſire to be diſſolved, and to be 


2 with 
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with Chriſt. When ſhall I ſee that lovely Face ? 
When ſhall I hear his tranſporting Voice? Some 
2 Patience to die, I need it to live Joy 
hts, O Gos, by Faith, have made this 
den, this Dody a Burden, and. this Soul to 09 
like thirſty David, 0: that one would , 
the Waters of Bethlehem to drink / The Huſban 
man longs for his Harveſt, becauſe it is the Reward 
of his Toil and Labour ; but what is his Harveſt to 
mine? What is a little Corn to the Enjoyment of 
Gop? What is the Joy of Harveſt to the Joy of 
Heaven ? What are the Shout of Men. in the 
Fields, to the Acclamations of glorified N in 
the Kingdom of Gop? Loxp, I have of rae forth 
bearing more precious Seed than they; 
J return rejoicing, bringing my Sbeaves with 7 
Their Harveſt comes when they receive their Corn, 
mine comes when I leave it. O much deſired Har: 
veſt ! O Day of the Gladneſs of my Heart! How 
long, Lees How long ! Here I wait as the poar 
Man at the Pool, looking when my Turn will come, 
but r ne ſteps into Heaven before me; vet 
am content to wait till my Time be ful 


come. I would be content to ſtay for my Glori 


cation, till I have finiſh'dthe Work of my — 
ration; and when I have done the Will of Gop, | 
then to receive the Promiſe. If Thou haſt any 
Work on Earth to uſe me in; I am content to 


abide: Behold, the Huſbandmen waiteth, and ſo 


will 1; for Thou art a Gop of 3, 42h and 
bleſſed are all they that wait for Thee. 


Bur how doth my flothful Soul fink down inthe 
Fleſh, (may ſome ſay) and ſettle in the Love of 
this animal Life ? How doth it hug,” and wrap up 
itſelf in the Garment of this Mortality, not — 
ing to be removed hence, to the moreiperfeR and 
nue State? The ieee is content 
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my Conſcicace ? 


to ſtay till the appointed Weeks of the Harveſt; 


but would he be content to wait always? O my 


ſenſual Heart! s this Life of Hope as contentful 


<6 thee, as the Life of Viſion will be? Why doſt 


thou not groan within thyſelf, that this Mortality 


| n up of ife? Doth not the aps 
ture deſcribe the Hic by their earne/# Lookin 

the rh or Loxp Jeſus unte ee "Li 71 
> — 21. By their" haſtening unte the Coming of the 
Day of Goo, 2 Pet. iii. 13. What is the Matter 


s back? Doth Guilt lie upon 
? Or have I gotten. into a pleaſant 
Condition in the Wofld, which makes me fay as 
Peter on the Mount, It is good to be here ? Muſt 
Gop make'all) my earthly Comſorts die, before I 
ſhall be willing to fox ? Awake Faith, awake my 
Love; beat up the drowly Defires" of my Sou}, 
that I may Tay, Paris! Haſte my Beloved, and Fome 
Away." Tor : T>2 at. % e Ahr ' 
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- Upon the Harveſt Seaſon; 3 
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HEN de Fields are — 


\ v 7 are white 0 K 

then the Huſbandmen walk throꝰ them ; 
and finding the Grain full and ſolid, they preſentiy 
prepare their Sickles, ſend for their Har veſt- men, 
who quickly reap them down, and aſter theſe fol- 
low the Binders, who tie it up; from the Field 
where it grew it is carried to the Barn, where it 
is thraſhed out; the good Grain gathered into an 
Heap, the Chaff ſeparated and burnt, or thrown 
to the Dunghill. How bare and naked do the 
Fields look after Harveſt, which before were plea- 
fant to behold ? When the Harveſt-men enter into 
the Field, it is (to allade to that of Fodl ib. 3.) l- 


ü N T Souls, when cine in Gratt / I. 


; hs 


fore them like the Garden of Eden, and behind thim 


2 defolate Wilderneſi ; and in ſome Places it is uſual 

to ſet Fire to the dry Stubble, when the Corn is 

2 which rages furiouſly, and covers all with 
es. 


_F 


Ir PIII 


: 


Trae Application of this I find made to my 
ow by Cris Himſelf, in Matt. xiii. 335 2 
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The Field is the Wirld; the good Seed are the Chil. 
dren 0 "the 2 N. 'the Tares are the Children 
the 4 one”; the Enemy that | ſowed them is 
Devil; Harveſt 5; he Ye vis 35 hn ; 05 
Reaper, " ar 4 the . agel. 2 


Ta Field is the Wed, \Were Fach * God 
150 Ungod godly live and grow Aw hag till they be 
| both ripe, and then lien ſhall both be reaped down 

by Ds up 0 the ae i that reaps down 

both. I will o is . ss n 
Pagticulary : - MRS n 2 | : 


ct 
155 5 

1. IN a cute sg Harveſt, 8 the Huſband: ec 
2 

1 


man ſees the Clouds begin to gather and grow 
black, be hurries in his Corn with all polite 
ße and | livuſes Day and Night. | bi 


0 doth Gon the Gieir Mü Amen p He bur- R 
.view Believers into their Graves, when Judgment d. 
ure coming upon the World, J. vii. 1. Th W * 
Niębteous periſh, and u Ma : 2 it to Heart, and tt 
merciſul Men art taken away ; none conſidering that i 2 
be Rigbteous is taken away a e the 3 tk 
 Methuſelah died the Year before the Flood n 
ine a little before the Sacking of Hippo ic Jaw W 
Joſt before the Taking of Herdelberge ; 21 nina a WW jc 
ittle before the Wars brake out in 8 but 

- what ſpake I of ſingle Saints? Sometimes the 
Lon houſes great Numbers together, before ſome I 
ſweeping Judgment comes. How many bright and tl 
# — — did ſet almoſt together, within the Wl a 
mpaſs of a few Years, to the Aſtoniſhment of I 4 
many wiſe and tender Hearts in England. The - 
J 


Lon fees it better for them to be under Ground 
than above Ground, and therefore by a merciful 
Providence ſets them out of Harm's * 


err 2. Nei- 
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2. Neirnzx the Corn, or Tares, can poſſibly 
reſiſt the keen Sickle, when it is applied to them 

the Reapel's Hand; neither can the Godly or 
Oo y reſiſt the Stroke of Death when God in- 
gits it, Eccleſ. viii. 8. No Man can keep alive his 
bun Soul in the Day of Death, and theres ng Diſ- 
y WW charge in that War. The frail Body of Man is as 
+ unable to withſtand, that Stroke, 3 the ;fecble 
n 
n 


„ 


Stalks of the Corn are to reſiſt the ſbarp e 4 
x "rr "+ i 
83. Tur Reapers receive the Wheat v — they 
cut down into their v7 om and Boſom. —_— _ 
: Expreſſion by Way of Imprecation upon the W ick- 
d. ed 55 anke „ [Yak be.as. he Gra{s,apon the 
* thy e-top, which withers before it grows up, wheres 
le "the Mower filleth not his Hand, ner herthat 
bind:th the Sheaves his Boſfom. Such withered Graſs 
are the Wicked, Who are never taken. into the 
1. Reapers Boſom; but as ſoon, as Believers are cut 
ns MW down by Death, they fall into the Hands and Bo- 
„ uns of the Angels f Gop, who: bear, tham in 
ud WM their Arms and oſoms to Gop. their Father. For 
bat as theſe bleſſed Spirits did A rejoice at 
me. their Converſion, TN bovghy iſhonour to 
u- miniſter to them whilſt th 5 in the Field, ſo 
n when they are cut down by — they will wo! 
7 2 If joice to be their Wag to Heaven.) SE 51. 
T1 (+ | AL oct 
the 1 4. Wü the Goth id Weed are reaped: or 
me MW mowed down, they, ſhall never grow any mote ãa 
and that Field; neither ſhall we ever return to live an 
animal Life any more after Death. Fob vii. 95130. 
of W 4 the Cloud is conſumed and vaniſherh atuay, ſo: he 
that goeth down to the le come 9 — | 
be ſhall return no more lo * 
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Lasrrr, (to come Home to the particular Sub- 
- je@ of this Chapter) the Reapers are never ſent to 
deut dom the Harveſt till it be fully ripe ; neither 
will Gop reap down Saints or Sinners, till they 
ate come to a Maturity of Grace or Wickedneſs. 
8 $ are not reaped" down till their Grace be 
Job v.26. Deu ſhalt come to uhy Grave in a 
r, as a" Shock C Cem cometh in its Seaſon, 
Nat at &v every godly Man dies in ſuch a full 
„ old Age (Caith Mr. Caryl on the Place) but yet 
in one Senſe it is an univerſal Truth; for hee 
<« foever they die, they die in a d Age ; yea, 
tho) they die in the Spring and Flower of their 
« Youth, they die in a good old Age, i. 6. they 
ate ripe for Death whenever they die: When- 
ever the Man dies, it is harveſt Time 
„ with him, tho in a natural 1 he be cut 
„ down while he is r * opt in the Bud 
or Bloſom, yet in fpirirual — he ne- 
_ & ver dies before he be ripe. Gop ripens his 
4c « when He intends to take them out of 
_ «© the World ſpeedily ; He can let out ſuch warm 
<< Rays and Beams of his Spirit upon them, as 
«© ſhall ſoon mature. _e oP of Grace for 
5 6c Glory.“ I, 2 | 


Tur Wicked adde bave'theis Ripenings Time 


"for Hell; Gov derb with much Long- Be 
endure. the Veſſeln e Wrath prepared for De 
| tion. Of their Ripeneſs for t the 
j ture often ſpeaks,” Gor, . 16. Thy 25 of 
[ Amorites is not yet full. And of Babylon it is ſaid, 
1 Fer. li. 13. O „ 


Mine. is came, and ne Meaſure of thy Covetn- 
| _ | 4 MH a SIDES Lead Page ; ” 
17 is worth remarking, that the Meaſure of the 
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80 Joel iii. 13. Put ye in the Sickle, for the Harve/t 
of the Earth is ripe, for the Preſi is full, the' Fats 
overflow, for their Wickeaneſs is great. Where note, 
Sinners are not cut down till GPL os, and 
ready. Indeed, they ate never 4 for; Death, 
nor ready for. the Grave; that is, fit to die: Net 
they ate always ripe for Wrath, and ready ſor 
Hell before they die. Now as Huſbandmen judge 
of the Ripeneſs of the Harveſt, by the Colour and 
Hardnefs of the Grain; ſo may we judge of the 
Ripeneſs both of Saints and Sinners, for Heaven 


or Hell, by theſe following Signs. + 


2 3 : ah . 11 vw * % n 
0 a 1 Lak 1 wi * 1 7 — 2 1 4 # 4 4 2 * 
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| Three Sons of ide ty of Erne. 
1 0 * 4 


1. Wur n the Corn is near. ripe, it bows the 
Head, and ſtoops lower than when it was green. 
When the People of Gop are near ripe for Hea- 
ven, th ow more. humble and ſelf-denying 
than in ths Bonk of their Profeſſion. _ The longer 
a Saint grows in this World, the better he is ftill 
acquainted. with his own Heart, and his Obliga- 
tions to Gon; both Which are very humbling 
Things. Paul had one Foot in Heaven, when 
he called himſelf the chief of Sinners, and leaſt of 
Saints, 1 Tim. i. 15. Eph. in. 8. A Chriſtian in 
the Progreſs of his Knowledge and Grace, is like 
a Veſſel caſt into the Sea, che more it fills, the 
r . Thoſe that went to ſtudy at Athens 


5 


arch). at firſt coming, ſeemed. to them- 
ſelves to be Men; aſterwards, only Lovers of 


| Wiſdom ; and after that, only Nhetoricians, ſuch 


25 could ſpeak of Wiſdom,- but knew little of it; 


their Pride 


L % 
| * 
9 or. MIV. IN i nou. 2. : Ar 


11460; 43-1100 231mg MH D bias 33 0s G6 


& 


eee = vec! e v 


23 conclude thoſe Souls 
N 


— —— — äGä Po Ea ae rp > > a See> Wh —— — — — — —— —— —ͤ ON II — u 
= — 5 - —— — ee ᷣ — II * = 
” OE II 


122 Huſbandry Spiritualiz'd : Or, 

2, Wren Harveſt is nigh, the Grain is more 
ſolid and pithy than ever it was before; green 
Corn is foft and ſpungy, but ripe Corn is ſubſtan- 


tial and 44 So it is with Chriſtians; the 


Affections of a young Chriſtian perhaps are more 
ſprightly, 'but thoſe of a grown Chriftian are more 
Judicious and ſolid ; their Love to Chriſt abound 
more and more in all Judgment, Phil. i. 9. The 
Limbs of a Child are more pliable, but as he grows 
up to a more perfect State, the Parts are more 
conſolidated and firmly knit. 


3. Warr Corn is dead ripe, it is apt to fall of 
its own Accord to the Ground, whereby it doth as 
it were anticipate the Harveſtman, and calls upon 
him to put in the Sickle. Not unlike unto-which 
are the Lookings and Longings, the Groanings 
and Haſtenings of ready Chriſtians to their expected 
Glory; they haſten to the Coming of the Lox, 
or as Montanizs more fitly renders it, they haſten 


the Coming of the Loxp; i e. they are urgent 


and inſtant in their Deſires and Cries to haſten his 
Coming; their Deſires ſally forth to meet the 
Lord, they willingly take Death by the Hand; 
as the Corn bends to the Earth, ſo do theſe Souls 
to Heaven. This ſhews their Harveſt to be near. 


,. Six Signs of the Maturity of Sin. 


. Warn Sinners are even dead- ripe for Hell, 


rheſe Signs-appear upon them, or by theſe ar leaſt, 
not to be far from 


% 


1. Wurx Conſcience is waſted and grown paſt 
feeling, having no Remorſe for din; when it ceaſes 


to reprove and ſmite for Sim any more, the Day 
of that Sinner is at Hand, his Harveſt is even 


Þ 
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come. The greateſt Violation of Conſcience is 
the greateſt of Sins; this was the Caſe of the 
forlorn Gentiles, among whom Satan bad ſuch a 
plentiful Harveſt; the Patience of Gon ſuffered 
them to grow till their Conſciences were grown 
ſeared. and paſt feeling, Bob, iv. 19. When a 
Member is ſo mortified, that if you lance. and cut 
it never ſo much, no freſh. Blood or quick Fleſh 
appears, nor doth the Man feel anv Pain in all 
this, then it is high Time to cut it ofl. 


F YR CH 5 Te CWP 


2. Wren Men give themſelves over to the Sa- 
tisfaction of their Luſts, to commit Sin with.Gree- 
dineſs, then are they grown to a Maturity of Sing 
when Men have ſlipt the Reins of Conſcience, and 
ruſh headlong into. all Impiety, then the laſt Sands 
of Gop's Patience are running down. Thus 
Sodom and - Gomorrah, and the Cities about them, 
in like Manner gave themſelves over to Wicked - 
neſs, and then Juſtice quickly made them an Ex- 
ample ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire. 


3. Tur Man is even ripe. for, Hell, that is. 
become à Contriver of Sin, à Deſigner, a Student 
in Wickedneſs; one would think it ſtrange, that 
any Man ſhould fet his Invention on work upon. 
ſuch a Subject as Sin is; that any ſhould ſtudy to 
become a dextrous Artift this Way, and yet the 
Scripture frequently ſpeaks of ſuch whoſe Bellics 
prepare Deceit, Job xv. 35. who: travail in Pain 
to bring forth this deformed. Birth, Ver. 20. whs 
wink with their Eyes whilſt plodding Wickedneſs, 
as Men uſe to do when they are moſt intent upon 
any knotty Problem, Prov. vi. 13. Theſe have 
ſo much of Hell already in them, that they are 
more than half in Hell already. e. 
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Fl Hz that of a forward Profeſſor is turned A 
bitter Perſecutor, is alſo within a few Rounds of 
the Top of the Ladder; the Contempt of 'their 
Light the Loxp hath lebe puniſhed upon them, 
in their Obqurac and Madneſs againſt the Light. 
Reader, if thou ne thus far, thou art almoſt 
Foie, beyond an Hope of Recovery. Towards 

/ den Gov uſually exerciſes more Pati- 
ence, but with ſuch He makes ſhort Work. When 
Judas turns Traytor to his Lon p, he is quickly 
fent to his own Place. © Such as are again — 
and overcome 2 — thoſe Luſts the once had clean 

. dauere 


wy 3 ©, > 


ers nor. 


ge 


ent . rs e Ae no Re or Conne 
In the Way of his Sin, but deridcs all Counſel, 
and like 4 ſttong Current ſweeps away all Ob- 
facles in his Wa will quickly fall into the dead 
— Ft that ing of en 2 1 ngne bis 
*#, ſhall ſuddenly N 4 , that without 
Remedy: *This'1s a Death we a Hel: pot, where- 
ever it appears. 0 this very Symptom the Pro- 
Pet „0 tedicted the approaching Ruin of 
iab, 4 Xxxv. 16. 1 now that Gop 
1775 n 5 Beflroy thee, 1 7 thou haſt done 
wit, and haft not hearfened to my Voice. He that 
fro to be N Au ſhall be Nee de- 


2075 warn ry Man comes is FE in his 
Sin, and boaſt of his Wickednefs, then it is Time 
to cut bim down; tobeſe End is Deftruttion, whoſe 
Glory is in their Shame, Phil. iii. 19. This is a 
Ne ug, 2 daring e of Gov to his Face. eee 
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Sinper ; and when it comes to this, either with a 
. Nation, 
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neat. It is in the fing up the Meaſure. of 
as in the 3 of as oli into the Sea, A 
rolls from Side to Side, In 2 bY 
little ap wr; al je be ful ad then fats, ſinks, 

the Bottom. Mean 'wh ile, is, = 
Patience, 8 ch bears with the Welt e Watz 
whilſt * or Deſtruction. diu ud aas 
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Ei 1 with bad 
8 FINE thyſelf, O. my 1 Soul l, wi the 
ſtrengthning Bread 05 this. EE. LET 


Faith turn eve Drop of this Truth into 
W 


0 | », CoD ſo! 

Seed of Grace upon my So Bo Saber be 
hath been an unkind Soil which hath ny it back, 
and much hindered its Growth, . bleſſed be the 
Lonp, it ftill grows on, tho“ by flow Degrees; 
and from the Springing of the Seed, and e 
ſorth of thoſe © gracions Habits, I may — 
approaching Harreſt. O that every Das. 

more active for the Gow of ; A: Salvation | 8 
on my Soul, and add to by Faith Vittue, to thy 


Low Knowledge: Grow on from Faith to Faith; 


thyſelf un er the ripening Influences of hear 
oy, wow Loon ; the faſter thou groweſt in 


Grace, the ſooner thou ſhalt be n in Mercy, 
and bound up in the Bundle of Liſe, 1 Sam. xxv. 29. 
Lhaye not, yet attained the ——— of Grace; at- 
ſigned to ig det neither 5255 alrea M. peiſect, but 
op TEARS to the Things. beſore me, and 
eaven .Q. Merey to be admit 


I who Gall one Foot in Hell, ſtand now OE 
ne Fk, Na een o4t 980 7 
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6 Hiſbonary Spiritualiz'd : Or, 
2. „ Bor the Caſe is far different with me, may 
a Chriſtian fay, whilſt others are ripen- 
ing apace for Heaven, I am withering ; many a 
Soul 0 vp by Convidtion, and fown by Sanc- 
tification. 10 jou Fun: hath quite out · grown 
ey 0 Bloſſoms ate nipt and 

of iy bright Morning overcaſt 3) had I 
ifg 9 5 my firſt Growth, I had now 
warn in 1 or at Yreaft | in the Suburbs of it 

on Earth; but my 88 wither; and languiſh, 
may Hen odolo to hobedal Things; the Sun and 

Rain of Ordinances, and. Providences improve not 

my Graces ; how fad. therefore is * Sou? 
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Mur Winter due be Fes you 2 
* ee rn ay myſt * oY 
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* E 
OOD Huſdands are careful in Mir to 
6, rovide for Winter; then they gather in 
their Winter-ftore, and Fuel for themſelves, 
and "Fodder for their Cattle, As wa gathers in 
Summer is d'wiſe Son, but he that % 
den f Shame, Prov. x. 5. well choſen 
ſon is the greateſt Advantage ef any to Aion, | 


which. 36 e foved.tn Haſte, fo it is oſen' 
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loſt by Delay. It is a good Proverb which the ku - 
gal Dutch have among them, A good Saver will 


make a Benefactor: And it is a go 
verb of END 4 He that neglects. 1 —4 
ſion, the Occaſion will him.” g "Huſband. 


men know that Sas not laſt all the Years} 


neither will truſt to a mild Winter, but in Sealoa ; 
$ 


provide for the wen. 


, | % , 2 
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Waar excellent Chriſtians ſhould we! pot were 
we but as provident for our Souls? It is doubtleſs 
a 1 oint ot Chriſtian Wifdom to foreſee a 
Day of ſpiritual ecefhities, ing the Day of 
Grace to make Proviſion N. f. Ihn great Se 
Truth is excellently ſhadowed forth i in this natural 


Obſervation which 1 ſh branch into theſe 
Particulars : 2 * PF 


1. HusBANDMEN know there i i 
Seaſons and Weather; tho* it be pleaſant Weather 
now, yet Winter will tread upon the Heels of 
Summer: Froſts, Snows, and great Falls of Rain 
muſt be expeRed.. "de prog ret Sea- 
ſons in Nature is. ſettled by a firm; Law of the 
Gop of Nature, to the Py the World, Gen. 
viii. 22. hig the Ls remaineth, Saad. time and 
Cold and Heat, Winttr and Summer, Day 


and Night foal! not coaſs. 1 AH A0 


And Chriſtians kü, e wal ve Cha 125 
in the Right; hand of the is High, i 10 Reſerve he 
to their ſpiritual Seaſons; 


time of the Goſpel, yr 8 4 
. 1 for Con Kat ſet in a — WA 


Adverſity ih one over gen 
uber, Eecle vi . . 11 Hebe W * 


try Spiritualia d: . 


of evellaſting Serenity, in Hell a Night of perfect 
Hotrot and arknef? [ on Earth Li Sh and 19 5 
nefs tuke their Turns; 200 erity and Adverſity, 

even to Souls às well ies, ſucceed 28 
other. If there be a d 2 Day of 555 
now current, it will have its Deter- 


Ds tion. E „ie 1 0 11860) & Is 12011 1 — 


4 Tut End of Gov? s ne a Summer Sea- 
ſon, and ſending; warm and pleaſant- Weather, i is 
E pert the Fruits of the Fat. nd give the 
Toſbandman 22 Opportualty 1 to gather them in. 


Amp Gov's Deſi n in givin Fre a Day of 

fer 18 5 them wit rtunity 
r 3 in Happineſs, "Rev. n. Ei * 9 

d Space. to repent. "he is tiot a meer Rego tore of 

the Soul, or only 2 Delay of the Execution | 

Wrath, tho" there be much Mercy in' that; but 

the peculiar Aim of this Patience of Gon, is h 


open, for them, a Way to SOR, * WMI to 


* 


0 8 — „. g 


N A PROPER Seitn negleftcd we —_ is irre · 


Werde. Many Things in Huſbandry muſt de 
done in their Seaſon, or cannot be done at all; 


if he plow not, and fow not m the pr proper Time, 
he loſes — Harveſt of that Year. 


Y 1.5 A 


fs even 10 as to ſpiritual Seaſons. Grice 
e in che Seaſon when Gop offers it, is ir- 
recoverably Toft, Prov. i. 28. "Then (i. e. when the 
Seaſon is over "they {hall call upan Me, but I will 
nt' hear. ,. there is a great deaf of Time in 3 
mort Opportunity that may be done, or prevent 
2 io Aan "Hour! rightly timed, #5 cannot be 
2 70 e ted in a Man's Life-time. Our 


eaben, and we cannot ſee how 
much 


The beauenly Uſe of earthly Things. 129 
much or little of the Sand of Gop's Patience. is, 
yet to tun down 5 but this is certain, when that 
Glaſs is run, there i is Nothing to be done for our. 
Souls, Luke xix. 42. O that, thou badft frown, at. 
5 7 in tbis en . ee A 


6. Tes e. that are e 44 
laborious in the ee have the Comfort and 


Benefit of it in Winter; de that then, ty proven: 
Fuel, ſhall fit warm in | 
oihert blow their Fingers. . that rw ric Foo 
for his Family, and Fedder for * is Cattle in _ 
Harveſt, ſhall.cat the Fruit of it, and en 
Comfort of his Labours, ben others. | he's 
9 to Straits: And be that lays up ED 
ood Foundation againſt 17 Tide Op micy 
ſha | eat when others are hun A Day of Death 
ſhall come, and that will be a Day of Strait to all 
negligent Souls ; but then the diligent Chriftian, 
ſhall enjoy the Peace and Comfort that ſhall Nen 
in upon his Heart, from his holy Care and Dili- 
ce in Duties; as 2 Cor. i. 12. This is auf Re- 


Jeicing, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in all 


ana hell OT 


"REFLECTIONS. 8 


1. I AvE indeed been a Huſband for the 
World, may the careleſs Soul ſay; with what 
Care wave T looked o 2 myſelf 200 Family, to 
provide Food to nour them, and Cloaths fo 705 
fend them from the Aſperities of Winter ? M 
while neglecting to make ire Provifion for Ktern emi, 
or take Gre for my Soul. 0 my deſtitute br 
how much have T Nighted and undervalied: ther 


[ have N more N for an Horle < or an QO) 
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than for thee ; a well-ſtored Barn, but an empty 
Soul. Will it not ſhortly be with me, as with 
that careleſs Mother, who when her Houſe was 


on Fire, buſily beſtirred herſelf to ſave the Goods, 


but forgot the Child ? and then minding her Child, 
ran up and down like one diſtracted, and crying, 
« O my Child, my Child! I have 8 


m 
« Goods, and loſt my Child.” Beſides, how ea 
l 


will my Conviction be at the Bar of Chris? Wi 

not my Care for the Things of this Life leave me 
ſpeechleſs and ſelf condemned in that Day? What 
ſhall I anſwer when the Loxp ſhall fay, Thou 
couldſt foreſee'a Winter, and ſeaſonably provide 
for it? Vea, thou hadſt ſo much Care of the very 
Beafts, to provide for their Neceſſities, and why 
tookſt thou no Care for thy Soul? Was that only 


2. Is it ſo dangerous to neglect a preſent Seaſon 
of 'Grace'? What then have f done, may the pre- 
ſumptuous Soul ſay, who have ſuffered many ſuch 
Seaſons to die away in my Hand, upon a ground- 
leſs Hope of future Opportunities? Ah, deluded 
Wretch | what if that Suppoſition fail? Where 
am I then? I am not the Loxp of Time, neither 
am I fure that He who is, will ever vouchſafe an 
Hour of Grace in old Age, to him that bath 


netzlected many ſuch Hours in his Youth. | 
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Vie Reapingthe ſame we Sow. . 
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When "from Tere Fall e ſee e choie ce kent 2 } 
Then from your Lufts may (1 aud, Comſari 


Ra ty 1355 

| | "OY 44cm of Abe uach 2 9 * 1 ji 46? 
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OBSERTUTTO nn 


| OD * to every Seed its 80 Bod, 1 
| Cor. 3 At firſt He created * 
nech ef te ich having its Seed in its ſelf, 
; for the Conſervation of [the pecies and, they. all 
| inviolably obſerve the La their Creation. 

: Fruits naturally riſe out 25 Fe des eds and Roots p pro- 
| per to them. Men Jo not gather Grapes of Thornsy 
8 nor Fig, of Thilthes. Such Produgtions, would be. 
r monſtrous*in Nature; and although the Juice ar. 
1 
J 


Sap of the Earth be the common Matter of all 


Kind of Fruits, yet it is ſpecificated acco 
the different 85 of Plants And Seeds it 1 

Where Wheat is .fown, it is turned into Wheat; 
in an Apple-treee, it becomes an Apple; and fo in 
every Sort of Plants or Seeds, it is e into 
Fruit proper to the Kind. 


3 


9 


TRANSLATE this into > Giritual, and the Propo- 
nion hadowed forth by it, is fully 22 by.the 
S682 | poltie, 


111i 


| Spiritulie': 7 0 ( 


ene Gul. vi. 7. What a Aan ſows, that 

be reap ; they that * to the Fleſh, | the 75 
| '; — — pirit, ſhall 
reap Life everlaſling. And as ſure as 
RD follows the Secd-time, ſo ſure ſhall ſuch 
” ruits I ＋ od of _ 3 H. 
f veth Iniquity, Hall reap Vanity, Prov. xxii. 
k 1 hid they that now ye er and bearing 
"FFecion _ ſhall donbileſs come "again rejoicing, 
bringing their Sheaves with them, Pal.” cxxvi. x5, 
The Sum of all is this, our preſent Actions have 
che fame Relation to future Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, as' the Seed we ſow in our Fields, hath to 
r it. Every gracious Action 
is the Seed of Joy, and every ſinful Action the 
Seed of Sorrow. wo Things are — preſem- 
"ed to e in this Similitude. | : . 


. THAT as the Seed "mp is preſently * 

1088 our Sight under the Clods, and for ſome 
Time after we fee no more of it, and yet at Jaſt'it 
appeats again, by which it is evident to us that it 
E not finally loſt: So our preſent Actions, though 


tranſient, and perhaps forgotton, yet are not 


but aftet 'a Time e . 1 


Naben. 
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eee e alt WY and holy Adtions 
- woe: be to the Loſs of him that 2 them. 
All the Self- denial, ſpending Duties, and ſharp Su- 
eerings of the People of God, would turn to thiir 
| and them alſo; what Difference would 
there be betwint the Actions of a Man and a Beaft, 

with Reſpect to future Good or Evil? Yea, Man 
would then be more faired and obeyed than Goo, 
2 Souls be ſwayed in all their Motions, only b) 
the Influence of Things; and where then 


preſent 
w Nene founil in"the Worlds k iv 
64 WIR» 4 * 
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let Note of :Drexellivs ; Our Works Jon 
« he) do not paſs away as ſoon as they ry 
« but as Seed ſown, ſhall after a Time riſe up 

« al] Eternity; whatever we think, ſpeak or. 1 75 


« once ſpoken, thought deen 58h 
« abides for ever. 16 b93G 1 Oc * LNG a 01 1 


d g drt Kur 

wur Zune 8 d of hi 
Work, may be truly ſaid of all our Works; Er 
nitati Pinge, I paint for Eternity. O, how Bean 
4 ſhould Men be of what they ſpeak nd do, whilſt hav d 
are commanded ſo to ſpeak, and ſo to d 
4 that ſhall: be judged by the perf parſer Law of Til — 
What more tranſient than a vain. Word? And yet, 
* ſor ſuch Words, Men ſhall give an Account in 2 
.. Day of Judgment. That is — firſt. Thing; Ac- 
| — Seed, 3 
, 4er to A Retribution. 


* 2. Tun other Thing held forth i in os Simi | 
ic tude is, That according to the Nature, of out Ac- 
ir I tions now, will be the Fruit, of them. Though 
nme Fruit of holy Actions, for the preſent may ſeem 
4, Litter, and che Fug of afl Actions inet and 
oa pleaſant, yet there is . more certain, than 
I that their e Fruits ſhall be according to their 
5 preſent Nature. Then Dionyſſus ſhall retract that 
us Saying, < Behold how Gopfavours our Sacrileges. 

| Sometimes alſo Gon cauſes Sinners to reap in this 
World, the ſame that r 3 gn oe. ' 
their Puniſhment, It was openly confeſſed 

dntbezeh, bens 
eyed ones! EIS Wo * 17 


> 
Iris not always in d World, but fe | 
de in that to come the Table ſhall A — 1 
ind the Scene altered z for ſhall not the Fuilge — 
Fe rightewsfly? | Dipgenes, was 


8 * 
nn 
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to think, that Gon, had caſt off, the Government 
of the W. orld, when he ſaw the Wicked proſper in. 
their Wickedaeſs. On the ſame. Ground m many, 
have been tempted to Atheiſm, but then he World, 
mal ſce Juſtice ſhine out in its Glo Tribulation. 
Anguiſh and Wrath, | fo every 2 0 "Man. that 775 
Butt, ; but Glory, Honour, and Peace, to every 
that worketh Gaod, Rom. ii. 9, 10. Then it will 
ue pear what Seed we ſowed 8 Los We lived; 
or, GOD Hall bring Park 1% Now | 
PLP, 45 — 8 it be Goo { or 72 0 
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| EY 155 __" jon ma be to me 0 1 
rofane Perſon 925 BB. "Tl > hd eieg (ay te 
5 Wall was to that profane Prince, Dan. V. 5, ö. 
Fer ir all the Actions of this Life be Seed ſown for , 
the next, Loxop, what a dreadful Harvelt am m like 


to have? How many Oaths n 3 Lies yaa 
engeance ? 


8 inte the Bate, 
Commiſſion, but — bive in 


and * 15 Th 55 


Noting Pg ay RA would ins, Tthop from, " 

my Lu bis now I ſee it; n 
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enjoy its 'preſent mary, which betray tes Soul to 
endleſs Wrath ! 


& Mean while, biel the ans" 0 my CY 
who enabled thee to ſow better 8 Who kep 
thee watching, 'humbling thyſelf, and Pray ins 
whilſt others have been fwearing, "drinkih 4 
blaſpheming.-. This will yield thes Fruit 5 By Toy in 
the World to come; yea, it already. yields Peace 
to thy Conſcience.. Theſe Revenues are better than 
Gold, ſweeter than the Honey, and the Honey- 

comb; not that ſuch Fruits are meritoriouſly con- 
wined in toy 2 W yſelſ i in Ri -A 
N teouſneſs, but I reap in Mer x. 12. r 
N is the Way in which Gov wal 2 'and” ple 
4 me. O then let me be ever abounding in the Work 


£ of the LoR p, knowing that my Labour ſhall not be 


- in vain in the LORD. | 
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on, NvuPTIAL Joys, . the Da of Eſpouſals is the 
Day of the Gladnets of Man's en Cant. iii. 11. 
© ii nan an | | 


2, The Foy of Children. Though now it ſeem 
but a common Mercy ta moſt, and a Burden 10 


ſome, yet the People of Got were wont to eſtecm 


it a choice Mercy, and rejoiced greatly in it. 


3. The Foy of | Conqueſt, when Men divide the 
71 Laſtly, THE Foy of  Harve/t. Theſe two we 
find put together, 1/a. ix. 3. They jey before T hee ac. 
cording to'the Foy in Harveſt, and as Men. rejaic 
when they  droide ib Spoil.” * . 


rr iiearion 


Tos, and unſpeakably more than thus, do 


Saints rejoice and ſhout for Joy, when they reap 
the Favour and Love of Gop, for which they la- 
boured in ſo many a weary Duty. This Joy of 
Harveſt, as great as it is, and as much as carnal 
Hearts are litted up with it, is but a Trifle, a Thing 
of nought, compared with theits; after they have 
ſown to themſelves 'in Righteouſneſs, and waited 
for the Returns of their Duties with Patience, and 
at laſt come to reap in Mercy, either the full Har- 
ws —— — poo a. .. the Firſt- fruits of . ful 

darth, reſoice, wi unſpeatable and full 
of Clary, 1 pet 18. 725 puts ues Gladneſs into 


thei? Hearth,” than "whe! Corn and Wint increaſes, 


Pal: iv. 71 There is a great Difference betwixt 
the unnatural” Inflammations of à feveriſh Body 
which waſtes the Spirits, and drinks up the radical 
Moiſture, and that kindly welk-tempered Heat of 

an healthy Body; and as much between the ſweet, 

ſerene and heavenly Joys, which flow from the Bo · 
wk nwWwoL HIS N hs 7 ent a *r4 fon 
41 
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ns ee n Ties, my 


fom ef Cris into the Heatts of Believers, at 
thoſe Earthly Delights Which carnal Hearts ns 


ſenſual 7 ſuck gut 2 e Ws 
ſcendency Kugi JQ 
above the 1 in _ Paniculrs fo 


lowing .. 91 | o bs Sor bn | 124 39420005 E ie 


_ vu joy l e Gs, ve 


and Families Fe live —_= ul the Yeu,” 3 pas the 

Chriſtian ch he. hath Bread to eat 

that the 1d knows roger of, Chrift is the 
bod of his Soul and his Fleſh is Meat indeed. his 
lood Drink indeed, i. e. the moſt real and excel- 
ent Food. Yau read, Pſal. Ixxviii. 25. that Man 
did eat Angels Food, i, e. Manna, Which was ſuch 
excellent Bread, that if Angels did live upon oc 
terial Food, this MA a > be cole for - 184 1 an 


et this is b Shadoz OT + 
Gr ee Bare, 5 fe 


vol 8 as e 7057 


2 % oa 117 gott <* 0 ban 
2. You rejoice when you 

Hatveſt, becauſe now you a by 25 We, om i pack 

| 5 have contracted, It is. a Comfort to be out: * 

ebt, and you ma TROY. teſoice that ay 


ves you wherewi quit your En 5 8 9 29 
var . oo Is 3 70 
An ml the Joy of Haryeft falls thort Sf the — 
A for wy rejoice that you are, or have where 
with to help yourſelves out of Mens Debts: 
ey rejoice that they are out of Gop's Debt 
Miz Book is cancelled, and their Sins pardotied; that 
N of the imputed Righteouſhels, of Grit 
Law can demand UA a A * G. 
| what Matter of Joy is this 2A 4 & * 75 Fo 
8 0 ns 
3. Your Joy will kive 1 8 me-is! 
coming, that ck you have reaped 455 1 
M3 | 


CCC 2: ®*w won. è—ͤFiNn.ü od edt, HER he 225 


— 


= 


* 


F 111111! 
111111 110 
$ $ $3 £ 48 © E Þ 


—_— —————— 


refined and ſweet 
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Harveſts, yourſelyes muſt de reaped down by = 
and then you ſhall rejoice. in theſe Things no more; 
but when your Joy is ended, then is the Joy of 
Saints perfected; they Tap. their Harveſt, when 


1 your Harvelt ; | — 


* * Go e can ſeparate, your. oy — theſe Evio - 

ny even while. ou have Jay as well as wh —4 

oy leave them. is one Thing for a Man to 

ve Riches and full Barns, and — Thing to 

v6 Comfort 3 in them, £Zcele/. v. 19, 20. But the 

jo of Chriſtians is a Thing Nr 4 thei 
.njoyment of ill. | 


Tut oy. 84 pag men, 2 3 moſt Part, «is is 
only in their Harveſt, and in ſuch earthly Things: ; 
take that away, and their Joy ceaſes. Earthly 
Hearts are acquainted: with. no 18 her Comſorts; 
but the People of Gop can enjoy in Him, and take 
Comfort in their W 125 ments too; and what 
Comfort they take i hings, is much more 

NES yours; for, they enjoy all 
theſe Things in Gop, and his Lave in giving them, 
puts a Swe into them, that you are unac- 
e with. Thus 2s NA how far 1185 Joy 


Were 
dtr. Rs EFLEOTIONS.. * 2 


tg f ater . — 1 4 104 | 
w. ba 6, Lee in a Thing, of Nought, 
Nine One then ſay.? Gon hach bleſſed me 
Moy Fi 7 2 and j ind MY totes; but not with 17 

ca in heavenly Places in Chrift. 

e 8 full of Corn, but my Soul is empty — 
Trace; Gop hath — 11. s of the Things 
of this Life, but. 4. if Fug cn whole of my Por- 


tian! For. the. moſt, Part they are Poor 9 this, 


orld 
Dagger! 
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World, who are rich in Faith, and Heirs of the 
Kingdom? Is not this enough to damp. all. my 
—— A Man in à Fever hath 2 Ivey Coles 
Fades, - g Heart. I have an Appearance, 

Comfort, but a fad State sel 


BuzsznD be the Gov g Father of my fe 

eſus Chriſt; A ver ſay, who bleſſed 
= with all Spiral Bleſſings 7 Chat, tf be 15 

He hath not ſeen fit to give me much of this Work! 

yet it hath pleuſed Him to ſettle a rich Ibbe 
upon me, the Hopes whereof, Yield my Soul more 
true Comfort than 'all the preſent a of 
this World. Bleſſed be the Lok D, who hath not 
given me my Portion in this Life, .that by keeping 


me from the 22 by, alſo a me 


FH 


| from the Snares CN Is Gn Eſtate. 2 
Lon Ade J have no ION We PSY 
but Thou ſhalt be to me inſte; of all thoſe Things. 


When others v __ the Fulneſs of their earthly * 
Comforts, I wi ice in the Fulneſs, of Chrift; 
they have that i es I hall not want; and Thaye 
that which all their Riches cannot purchaſe, Bless 
en- Oy Soul? ay dh = 4 * 3 
Bum Lane hed am I — bee 188. 
ſands, to love and praiſe Thee; to bleſs and 
admire Thee, who haſt" — plentifully provi- 
ded for my Soul, but for my Body too! Who haſt 
iven me both the upper and) nether Springe, 
bings prefent and "Things to 


„„ ̃«Ü —oͤU ⁵¶m!g ¾ ͤPuͤ—lf̃ es 


_ 


t 


ven and Earth, 
come: Thou /haſt not dealt fo with all, no, not 
with all thy own People; many of them are oe 
gers to the Meteies which 25 Go — — 905 
5 t Things for me, O m FW ly Hs, 
di > for Go The ficer . Cotiditlon ts, Hh Nl. 
1 placed me in, — * "SY 
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+40 Huſbandry Spirituakis\d: Or, 
found, bat many a poor Chriſtian that labours th 
nis Bread, redeems more Hours for Gop than 
Loe, make me wiſe to underſtand, and 
on! Let me beſtow the more of my Time on Gov, 
and ſtand "to "adininifier tothe Neceffities of 
tis "People, > d n URTOHE 71, 2 MED DP. . £ 
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Son having to do in a Way of Correction with 


his Correction to 


with all, but 


„en 
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have Threſhals 
:ahey'beſtow' on ſome Grain 
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divers Sorts: 'of "Olkeriders, doch not uſe the like 
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The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. 141 
End of thee, but will correct thee in Meaſure, and. 
will not leave thee altogether —— (4. d.] A- 
flicted thou muſt be, my Reſpect to my on G 
and thy Good puts a Neceſſity upon that; but yet 
I will 90 it moderately, not without Meaſure or 
Mercy, as I intend. to do upon the Enemies] but, 
will mete out your Sufferings i in a due Proportion, 
even as a careful Phyſician in preſcribing-Pations: 
to his Patients, hath R ard as well to = Ability 
ä of the Patient, as to the Nature and Quality of the 
; Diſeaſe ; even ſo thy Gon, O'{/ratly will not at. 
N fic thee according to the Greatneſs of his Power, 
k and his Wrath anſwerable thereunto; that would 
6 break thee to Pieces ; nor yet will He afflict thee 
according to the Demerit of thy Sin. I that have 
inſtructed the Huſbandman to proportion his Inſtru- 
ments to the Qu Quality of the Grain befote him, will 
exerciſe the like Wiſdom and Mildneſs towards 
5 thee. And the Similitude betwixt the Huſband- 
N man's threſhing ene 
as ing his People, wy yas pigs | 


1. Tun Huſhandman's 'Eod ne ceethin 

Corn, is to ſeparate it from the Huſks and 45 
aud Gop's End in afliting bis People, is to 'fepas 
rate them from their Sins. God uſes: AMi 
e 25 we uſe Soap, to cleanſe away Filthineſs, . 
5 fetch out Spots: Ne aichs not at the;Deſtruftion of - 
e 


. n r > TC» THe Mb. ai 8 1 
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L Tares before him in the Floor among his Corn, 
9 he little regards whether it. be bruiſed and battered . 
to Pieces or no; it is a worthleſs Thing, and he 
ſpares it not. Such Cockle and Tares are the Enr- 
mies of Gop; and when theſe; come under bis 
Flail, He ſtrikes them without Mercy g for: theſe 
88 ſharp threſhing Laſtrur: 


ment, 


— 
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ment, f Teeth, which ſhall beat them to 

Duſt. And when that Time is come, then - 

Gem) Kan Hh hal DIRE out the 
100's be © 

Braſs, Mic. iv. 13. —— — 2 ray "Sr 

according to the — of them that ſinote them ; 

the Meaning) is, this Strolees on them ſhall be dead- 


will he W 


3. unn the Hoſts und Chaff une perfeRtly te 
— from the Grain, then the Huſbandman 

it no more. When Gop hath perfectly 
purged and ſeparated the Sins of his People, then 
AMtictions! ſhall come to a-perpetuat End ; chere is 
no Noiſe-of the threſhing Inſtrument; He that beat 
them avithy hin Flait: on , * Ae 
malle Lach. Kr . ve ien iy os — 1 
246: Tach dhe Huſbandman teln und best 
the Corn, yet he will not bruiſe or hurt it; though 
ſome require more and harder Strokes, yet none 
re itiian it can endufe. And though 


al! 
mne Loo «Mt bis Servant, yet He will do thet 


n Hurt. deere need mote Rods 2 


ly 
image — 2 % Phe 
5 1 Loxn pitieth them 


Druf8. Le ater: a" Way 44 

| able te ur, 1 Cor. he, 
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ye at Jeruſalem! until ye la enduad with Power. from 
2 700 He gives them ſo eminent Diſco- 
veries of his Love immediately before, and as 4 
Preparative to their Sufferipgs z in the: 
herab, OY through all. 
$1} 15445: rite rtf to Jolie Bri 03 WIEHTODR IE 

2.) On it — then He intetmixeth ſuppot- 
ing Comfort with their Troubles, as jou ſometimes 
foe the Sun-ſhine-out-while the Ruin, falla. It 
ſo with St. Paul, aw rw 23. This N. 3 
it was 2 ſad:Night in thera fluod ly me be 
en e a 1) te $97 8140 
Ard gad en enn 097;94 48: 0 

(3) 1n-takingoffithe:Afliition,:when 
bear. it no longer. 
they. may be able to daur it. N²7 / Nad ds talen n 
when the Righteous-15 even readyi ta: pat. forth E 
Hand to Iniguity. It is a FeunfarProverbys When 
the Bricks are doubled, then comes Moſes. i And 
it 4s. a\.@heiſtian- Experiences: Whea the Spirit is . 
ready to Wr ee Heeres 9111 
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. 1 31. 7 


4 1 8 he Lonp's "Wheat. thas: Uthreſhed in the 
Floor of Affliction? What then ſhall I think of 
my Condition, who pſper, and am let alone in 
the Way of Sin? Surely, the Lonp looks. on me 


they. an 
He malen Way to-eſcupe, t 


as on a Weed, and not * his Corn; and it is too 
Probable, that I N reſerved for Burning 


than Threſhing. their Conditions 
notwithltanding. their Impunity; Fax. what is the 
Interpretation hn but this? I will come td Reckoning 
with them for all together in . D, * 
much better is thy afflicti 1 
25 Severity] Better is the . 
Child, than of a e e O let ma 


ke) thy Rul now, as the Rod W 


* 
; * ; 
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2 hereafter, as mani 


l EI 4.42 4 NW" wilt 28 


2. Want cg, deſpond not, O my Soul, ma 
an afflicted Chriftian ſay. Thou 4 the H 
bandman loves his Corn, though he threſheth it; 
and ſurely the Loxp loves thee not the leis, be- 
cauſe He ine thee ſo much. I Affliction then 
be the Way to Heaven, bleſſed be Gop for Af. 
fliction. The threſhing Strokes of Gop come 
thick upon. - which I may ſee what a ſtub - 
born Heart I have; if one Stroke would have done 
the Work, He would not have lifted up his Hand 
the ſecond Time. I have not had a Stroke more 
— ey of; and by this Means He will 
my Sin; bleſſed be Gop for that. The 
os infinitely more-.and harder Stroke 


chan Is and y — ſhall never be ſeparated 
by their gs Ah, Sin, curſed Sin, I am 
willing . bbc 1 ge rid 


— all this I ſuffer for thy Sake, but the Time 
——ů— SEE bead of Si and Sufi 
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HEN the Corn is threſhed out in the 
mingled with empty 


Floor, where it lies 
Ears, and werthleſs Chaff, the and man carries 


it out all into ſome open Place, where having ſpread” 
his Sheet for the Preſervation of the Grain, he ex- 


poſes it all ro the Wind; the good Graim by Rea- 
ſon of its Solidity, remains upon the Sheet) but 
the Chaff being light and empty, is v carried 
quite away by the Wind, and all the reſt — 

from the good Grain into a diſtin Heap, which 
is carried away, eithir to the Fire or the — | 
a3 a worthleſs Thing. 


APPLICATION. 


Men have 2 winnowi 
hath His; a Da 


Wheat, the Godly * e who ſhall 
both be held up to "the Wind, butonly the Wicked 
dall be driven away by it. Such a Day God hath 
is this World, wherein He winnows his Wheat, 
p. ang VE ib the Chaff. There is a _— * _ | 


ys, and G 
— Ch from the 
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ning or Winnowing of Men here in this World; 


one is doclrinally, in which Senſe I underſtand that 
Seripture, Matt. iii. 12. ſpoken of Chriſi, when 
He was entering upon his miniſterial Work. His 
Fan is in his Hand, and He ſhall throughly purge 
bis Flor, and gather bis Wheat into the Garner, but 
He will burn * the Che with unquenchable Fire, 
"The Preaching of the Goſpel is as a Fan in Chris 
Hand; and it is as much as if John had told the 
Jeu, that though there were _ hypocritical 
ones among them, that had now a Name among 
the People of Gup, and gloried in their Church- 
Privileges, yet there was a purging Blaſt of Truth 
coming, which thould make them fly out of the 
Church, as faſt as Chaff out of the Floor. Thus 
brit winnows or fans the World doctrinalh. 
The other is judicial y, by bringing grievous Trials 
and Sufferings upon the Churches, for this very 
End, that thoſe which are but Chaff, i. e. empty 
and vain, may by ſuch Winds be ſeparated from 
his n. 


Tus Church . two Ways, and by two 
divers Means, in Breadth and Numbers, and in 
Vigour and Power; Peace and Proſperity cauſe the 
firſt, Sufferings and Adverſity the laſt; and well 
may a Day of Perſecution be baffled 
Day, for then ate the People of God tofled to 
Purpoſe, as Corn in the Sieve, though Nothing but 
| Chaf be loſt thereby. Of ſuch a winnowing Day 
the Prophet ſpeaks, Amos ix. 9, 10. I will jift the 

Hons of rachi aavong ail Nations, like: as Corn is 
ite in à Steves yet "ſhath: not the lea Grain fall 
upon the Earth ; 1 the Sinners of my People ſtall 
die. (g. d.) 1 will cauſe great Agitations and 
Toſſings among you by the f. — ' Aſſyrians 
and Babylonians,, into whoſe Countries you ſhall be 
wn peg 8 1 * fo N te" my 
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a winnowing 
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ſions by my Providence, that not one good Grain, 


one up 4 Soul ſhall periſh; but the Sinners of 
my People, the Refuſe ſhall periſh. 1179 28 oh 


To the ſame: Purpoſe ſpeaks another 8 
Zepb. i. 1, 2. Gather your ſelves to gether, (or as 
ſome read) fan yourſelves, yea, fan Ber — bt- 
fore the Decree bring forth, and the ſs as the 
Choff, He doth not mean, that this” ime ſhall 
paſs as the Chaff, but there is a Day of Ajfliction 
coming, in which the Wicked ſhall paſs as the 
Chaff before the Wind; and yet, notwithſtandi 
all theſe Winnowings upon Earth, much Ch 
will ſtill abide among the Corn; therefore Go 


| hath appointed another Day for the Winno wing of 


the World, even the Day of Judgment, in Refe- 
rence to which it is ſaid, ? Plakn i. 4, 5. The Un- 
godly are not fo, but are lite the Chaff which the 
Wind drives — therefore the Ungodly all not 
fland in Judgment, nor Sinners in the Congregation 
ang hteous: (i. e.) Gop hath a Day wherein 
He will 115 the World, like Corn in a Sieve; and 
then the Wicked ſhall appear to be but Chaff, 

which Gon will eternally ſcparate from his Wheat. 
I will not ſtrain the nen 1 3232 4 


in theſe Particulag: 


* 


1. FHR Chaff and Wheat ee 10 c 
ſame Field, and upon the ſame Root and Stalk. 
In this wicked Men are like Chaff, who not only 
aſſociate with the People of Gos, but often ſpring 
up with them in the fame Families, and from the 


ame Root, or Nen. N 


2. Tus Chaff - is a very en Thing the 


Huſbandman cares not 'what becomes of it > And 


of as little Worth are wicked Men, Prod. x. 20. 
The Heart of the Wicked is N worth. The Heart 
2 is 
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is the principal Part of the Man, and yet that js 
2 Chaff, no Worth in it; his Lands, his Cloaths 

are worth Sumewhat, but his Heart is worth No- 


0 4 * ; | # 64 Ws: * 1 cds ry 1 14 "4 4 iv 4 
3. Tnoven Chaff in itſelf be nothing worth, 


yet it is of ſome Uſe to the Corn while it is ſtand- 
Ang in the Field; the Stalk bears up the Ear, and 
the Chaff covers the Grain, and defends it from 
the Injury of the Weather. Thus Gop makes 
wicked Men of Uſe to his People, in outward So- 
ciety.; they help to ſupport and protect them in this 
World, Kev, it 16. The Earth helped the Woman; 
Ci. e.) worldly Men, for carnal Ends, helped the 
Church, when a Flood of Perſecution was poured 
out. The Church often helps the World, it re- 
ceives many Benefits from the People of Gop; and 
ſometimes GoD over-rules the World to help his 


Church. 


4. WHEN the ChaF and Wheat are both brought 
forth and held up in one Sieve, they fall two Ways; 
the Wheat falls down-upon the Floor or Sheet, the 
Chaff is carried quite away: So although for a 
Time the-Godly and Ungodly abide together, yet 
when this winnowing Time con, Gop's Wheat 
Hall be gathered into his Garner in Heaven, the 
 Chat# ſhall go the other Way, Matt. iii, 12. 


» 


— * 
a . „ . 2 
1 4 * Le” 1 4 x 4 £ e e * ES | 
- #X£FLECTIONS 
85 — ; EW * 
N * 5 i 
14 p £ 7 4 , * P y £ 
% * 8 4 : 


Is there ſuch à fanning Time coming? Why do 
not I then ſift my Heart every Day by ſerious Self. 
examination? No Work more important to me, 

and yet how much have I neglected it? O my 

Soul ! thou hadſt been better employed, in ſearch- 

ing thine own Eſtate in Reference to that Day, than 

bia prying into the Hearts, and cenſuring the Con- 


ditions 


t ff 2 8 
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ditions of other Men: Judge thyſelf, and thou 
ſhalt not be condemned with ex World: The 
Work indeed is difficult, but the Neglect dan- 
erous. Were I within a few Days to ſtand it 
Man's Bar, there to be tried for my Life, how 
buſy ſhould. I be every Hour of the Day in writing 
to any that I thought could befriend N and ſtu- 
* a N e to myſelf? And Vet, what 
ence is there betwixt Man's Bar and 


tas 27 x" ena a Trial for my Life, and for my 


Soul? LoRn,, rouze up my ſluggiſh Heart b rl 2 
ful and ſollicitous Thoughts of that 1 leſt I 4 
found among that Chafi Ad ſhall. be 


with e II! on gg 24 
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"PART I. 
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CHAP. L 


Upon the Jpgraffing of Fruit-Trees, 


Ungraffed Trees can never bear goed Fruit, 
| Nor we till graffed on a better Rat. 


OBSERVATION. 


WII p Tree, naturally ſpringing up in the 
Wood or Hedge, — pho cd or re- Mi 
moved from its native Soil, may bear i? 
ſome Fruit, and that fair and beautiful to the Eye, Fl 
but it will give you no Content at all in Eating, 
being always harſb, and unpleaſant bo the TOW 
| u 


* 


A 
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but if ſuch a Stock be removed into a good Soil, 
and grafted with a better Kind, it may become a 
Tres, and yickd . 7 chaioe mens 


Tuit. 22 FS, * | 4 f 22 


1 85 des anno blo 2 A >= Fi, 70 
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Rev who never were acquainted with the My- 
fiery of ſpiritual Union with Chr:/f, but ſtill grow 
upon their natural Root, may by the Power of na- 
rucal Principles bring forth ſome Fruit, which, like 
wild Hedge-Fruit, - indeed be fair and pleaſant 
to the Eyes of Men, but God takes no Pleaſure 
at all in it; — and diſtaſteful to Him, be- 
cauſe it ſprings not from the Spirit of Chrif?. 1 
ſhall ſer — u 2 Parallell betwixt the beſt 
Fruits of natu Men, and thoſe of a wild un- 


grafted Tree. 


1. Taz Root that bears this 3 Fruit, is a 
degenerate Root, and that is the Cauſe of all this 
Sourneſs and Harſhneſs in the Fruit: So all the 
Fruits of unregenerate Men flow from the firſt 4 
dam, a corrupt and degenerate Root; he was in- 
deed planted a I Seed, but turned a wild 
and degenerate Plant; he being the Root from 
hich bv every Man naturally: — corrupts all 
the Fruit that any Man bears ſtom him. of . 
| Nur honey brag en geek Fruit. es 


__ Turs corrupt Root ſpoils the Prot, by the 
| iffion of its ſour Sap into all the Branches 
bind Fruits that grow on them ; they ſuck no other 
Nouriſhment, jut What the Root affords . 
8 ſpoils all: For the ſame Cauſe 
S od Wor aig abncdo one holy or ac- 
Sale A Action, becauſe the Corruption of - 
Root is in all thoſe Actions. "Phe Wovediy © 


,., of oo fed ets it aa > 


. 
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Praying, 
ration f ſuch as know — 
highly efleemed of Men, is Abomination to Gop: It 
finds no Acceptance with Him, becauſe it ſprings 
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our drawin Corruption into all our Actions, from 
this curſed Root, is expreſſed by à quick Interro- 
gation, Fob xiv. 4. be can bin — — clean Thing 
out of an unclean? "Not one. The Senſe of it is well 
delivered us by Mr. Caryl This Queſtion (ſaith 
he) ** * a twofold 8 iſt, 

thus: Who can bring a e Perſon, out 
of a Perſon originally unclean? And ſo e lays his 
Hand upon his Birtk-Sin. Or, Secondly, it may 
refer to the Action of the ſame Man; Man being 
unclean, cannot bring forth a clean Thing; i. e. 
a clean or holy Action.“ And that this ſour Sap 
of the firſt Stock (I mean Adam's Sin} is tranſmit- 


ted into all Mankind, not only corrupting their 


Fruit, but ruining and withering all the Branches; 
the Apoſtle ſhews us in that excellent an be- 
Dre e Rom. v. 1 3 Hard 


3. ALTHOUGH theſe wild Heds ge. Fruls be un- 


wholeſome and unpleaſant to the Taſte, yet they 
are fair and beautiful to the Eye; a Man that looks 


upon them, and doth not know what Fruit it is, 
would judge it by its Shew to be excellent Fruit; 
for it makes a fater Shew' often than the beſt and 
moſt wholeſome Fruit doth : Even ſo, - thoſe natu- 
ral Gifts which ſome unregenerate Perſons have, 
ſeem exceeding fair to che Eye, and a Fruit to be 
deſired. What curious: — — nimble Wits, 


ſolid Judgments, tenacious Memories, rare Elocu- 
tion, &c. are to be found among 

Men? By which . 2 aſſiſted in Diſcourſing 
ris to the Admi- 


mere natural 


ching, and 


t that cubich is 


from that curſed Root of _—_— 1 * the 
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4. Ir ſuch a Stock were removed into a better 
Soil, and graffed with a better Kind, it might 
bring forth Fruit pleaſant and grateful to the Huſ- 
bandman; and if ſuch Perſons were but regene- 
rated, what excellent and uſeful Perſons would they 
be in the Church of Gop? And then their Fruits 
would be ſweet and acceptable to Him. One ob- 
ſerves of Tertullian, Origen and Ferom, that they 
came into Canaan laden with Agyptian Gold; 1. . 
they came into the Church full of excellent bumat 


Learning, which did CH much Service. 


. Wer the Mann denen cuts down his 
oods or Hedges, he cuts down theſe Crab-ftocks 
with the reſt, Sa values them not any more 
than the Thorns and Brambles among which hy 
grow: And as little will Gop regard or ſpare t 
natural Branches, how much ſoever they are laden 
with ſuch Fruit. The Threatning is univerſal, 
— you be born again, you cannot enter the Tig 
adm e Heaven. And again, Heb. xii. 14. With- 
out 'Holmeſs, no Man (be his natural Gifts never 
ſo excellent) hall ſee Gop. Embelliſhed Nature, 
is Nature ſtill: hat whced © is horn. of the Fleſh, is 


but Flehh, however it be ſet * wit Advantage w | 


the Eye of Man. 


REFLECTIONS. 


To e a Purpoſe Mt may 2 natural Man 
05 do I glory in my natural omen” 
_— I have a better Nature an 


have, yet it is a curſed. Nature ſtill. rs ſweet 


Qualities and t Gifts, do only hide, but 
not kill the Corruption of Nature. 7 am but a 
rotten Poſt gilded over, and all my Duties but 
Hedge-Fruit, ** Gop makes no Account of. 
O cutting Thought! that the Unlearned ſhall 2 


er ot oem ama. 
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and taxe Heaven, when I with all my excellent 
Gifts ſhall deſcend into Hell. Heaven was not 
made for Scholars, as ſuch, but for-Believers; As 
one faid, when they comforted him upon his Death- 
Bed, that he was a knowing Man, a Doctor of 
Divinity: * O, ſaid he, I ſhall not appear before 


{ Gop as a Doctor, but as a Man; I ſhall ſtand upon 


a Level with the moſt Uliterate in the Day of 
Judgment: What doth it avail me, that I have a 
nimble Wit, whilſt I have none to do myſelf good? 
Will my Judge be charmed with a rhetorical 
Tongue? Things will not be carried in that World 
as they are in this.” If I could, with Berengarius, 
diſcourſe of every Thing that is knowable; or, 
with Solomon, unravel Nature, from the Cedar to 
the Hyd; what would this advantage me, as 
long as I am ignorant of Chris, and the Myſtery 
of Regeneration ? My Head hath often ached with 
Study, but when did my Heart ach for Sin? Me- 
thinks, O my Soul, thou trimmeſt up thyſclf in 
theſe natural Ornaments to appear before Crop, as 
delicate Agag did, when he was to come before 
Samuel, and fondly conceiteſt that theſe Things 
will procure Favour, or at leaſt Pity. from him; 
but yet, think not for all that, tbe Bitterneſs of : 
Death is pat ay not within thyſelf, Will Go 
caſt ſuch an one into Hell? Shall a Man of ſuch 
Parts be damned? Alas! Juſtice will hew thee to 
Pieces, as Samuel did that King, aud not abate thee 
the leaſt, for theſe Things: Many thouſand 
Branches of Nature, as fair and fruitful; as thyſelf, 
are now blazing in Hell, becauſe. not. tranſplanted: 
by Regeneration into Ch,; and if He ſpared not 
them, neither will He ſpare the. 
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H EN the Huſbandman bath prepared his 
Graffs in the Seaſon, he carries them, 
wich the Tools that are neceſſary, to the Tree or 
Stock he intends to ingraft, and having cut off the 
Top of the Limb, in ſome ſtrait ſmooth Part, be 

as it with his Knife or Chiſſel a little beſide 
the Pith, knocks in his Wedge to, it open, 
then (having prepared the Graff) j he*carefully ſets 
it into the Cite, joining the inner Side of the Barks 
of Graff or Stock together, (there —_— the main 
Current of the Sap) then pulls out his Wedge, 
binds both together, and clays it up, to deſend the 
tender Graff and enn, the e N 
of the Sun and Rain. b Vo. F 220 bo 


Tusk tender Ci eels take Hal of * W 
Stock, and having immediate Coalition with it, ( 
drinks in its Sap, concoct it into their own Nou- 4 
riſhment, thrive 2 and bear more and better WF. - 


ui than eyer they would ha "ns Ws. Worn git io? 
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natural Root; yea, the ſmalleſt Bud being care- 
fully inoculated and bound cloſe to the Stock, will 
| nn Time become -aflowiſhing and ir. itſul 
| Lim 


APPLICATION. 


Tuts carries a lively. Reſemblance of the Soul's 
Union with Gi by Faith : And indeed there is 
Nothing in Nature that ſhadows forth this great 

| Goſpel-Myftery adde it: It is a thouſand Pities that 
any who are employed about, or are but 8 ors 
of ſuch an Action, if heb terminate their 1 uphts 
(as too many do) in that natural Object, and not” 
raiſe up their Hearts to theſe heavenly Meditations, 
which it ſo fairly offers them, : 


I. Wren a Teig! is to be ara, or a Bud 
inoculated, it is firſt cut off by a keen Knife from. 
the Tree on which it naturally grew. 


Axp when the Lonp intends to graft a Soul 
into Chri/?, the firſt Work about it is cutting 
Work, As ii. 37. their Hearts were cut by 2 
ition and e e no Cien is in 


ed without — 49 no Soul united with Grit 
without a cutting Senfe of Sin and nt IE 


2. Wurn the Graffs are cut off, in order Ss 
50 9 it is a crirical Seaſon with them; if 
they lie too 1 fore are in or take 
not with the Stck, ora and Nee more 
to be recovered; they may ſtand in the Stock a 
While, but are no Part of the Tre. 


So when Souls are under a Work of Susi 
it is a critical Time with them: Many a one have - 
1 then to miſcarry, and never recovered N 

Vor. XIIV. O again; 
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Pin: they have indeed for a Time ſtood like dead 

rafts. in the Stock, by an external Profeſſion, but 
never came to any Thing ; and as ſuch dead Grafts 
either fall off — the Stock, or moulder A 


abi we, eee 5 


3. Taz aan e 2 when 50 COP cut. & 
Graff or tender Buds, makes all the convenient 
he. can to cloſe them with the Stock; the 


ſooner that is done, the better; ee 
ee „ ©... 


e it concerns * Servants * the paler 

3 oyed in this Work of ingraffing 
wag. into Chris, to make all the Haſte they can 
to bring the convicted Sinner to a Cloſure with 
Chrift. às ſoon as ever the trembling Jailor cried 
out, Il hat ſhall I da ts be Javed? Paul and Silas 
immediately direct bim to Chri/t, Acts xvi, 30, 3i. 
They do not ſay, it is too ſoon for thee to have 


Faith in Cbrift, thou art not yet humbled woe 
but, believe in the LOUD N W and thiu 


Wide eus bene, uten e ci 
4. THERE. Fu 3 an We in Ty 

Stock before any Bud can be inoculated; or the 

Stock, muſt be. — and . . the 15 
sven an T9 or 2b was Lahde upon 


Chri/t, in ↄrder to our ingraffing into Him, Jebn 
—＋ he Opening of that *deadly Wound 
2 to che Souls of Believers. .. r 


97% Tas Graff i is 2 FOE ns cloſel 6 
cqnjoined: with the Stock; t . is ſo 
cloſe, ING eee . 

6 YEN w 9 Ae eh 0 avid 50 of 5 6 opal 


11214 0 


r 


. > 5 0.0. 


— WF.” \ op Vw K 


not in the Stock. 


be 2 one with Him, to be a living Branch of 
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Tart is alſo a moſt cloſe and intimate Union 
betwixt Chri/t and the Soul that believeth in Him. 
It is emphatically expreſſed by the Apoſtle,” 1 Coy. 
vi. 17. He that is joined to the LORD, is one Spirit. 
The Word imports the neareſt, cloſeſt and ſtricteſt 
Union. Chrift and the Soul cleave together in a 
bleſſed Oneneſs, as thoſe Things do that are glued 
one to another; ſo that, look as the Graff is Teal] 
in the Stock, and the Spirit or Sap of the Stock & 
really in the Graff, ſo à Believer | Yea — 9 

myſtically) in Chr: iſt; and the Spirit 
really communicated to a Believer. I live, taith 
St. Paul) yet not I, but Chriſt" liveth in me.” H. 
that dwalleth in Loos uud in "Gow and Goo 
in bim. pat A ae Heirs, 

6. Trove i FA + Stock vw one e ite ame, 
yet all Graffs do not thrive and flouriſn alike in iti 
ſome out · grow the reſt; and thoſe that grow not 
ſo well as the others x th, the n is in them, and 


1 ag AQ 1 


$0 it is with Souls 1 . A tab 
not flouriſh alike in Him, the Faith of ſome grows 


exceedingly, 2 Theſ. i. 3. the Things that be in 
others are e ready to die, Rev. iii. 2. and ſuch Souls 


muſt charge the Fault upon themſelves. Chrift 
ſends up living Sap enough, not only to make all 
that are in Him living, but fruitful Branches. 


"REFLECTIONS. 


r. Is it ſo indeed betwixt Chris and 7 Soul, 
28 it is betwixt the ingraffed Cien and the Stock ? 


| What Honour and Glory then hath Chi conferred 


upon me, a poor unworthy Creature? What] to 


be joined thus to the LoRDp. O what a 
* Q 2 Prefer- 
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Preferment is this! It js but a little While fince ! 
was a wild and curſed Plant, growing in the Wil- 
derneſs amongſt them that ſhall ſhortly be cut down 
and faggotted up for Hell: For me to be taken 
From amongſt chem, and planted into Chr i, O 
my Soul! fall down and kiſs the Feet of Free 
Grace, that moved. fo freely towards ſo vile a 
Creature! The Dignities and Honours of the 
Kings and Nables of the Earth, are Nothing to 
mine. It Was truly confeſſed by one of them, that 
it is a greater Honour to be a Member of Chri/t, 
than the Head of an Empire. Do Lay, à greater 
Honour than is put upon the Kings of the Farth? 
J might have ſaid, it is a greater Honour than is 
put upon the Angels of Heaven: For to which of 
them ſaid Chri/? at any Time, Thou art Bone of ny 
Bane, and Flaſ of my Fleſh? Behold, what Man- 
ner of Love ts this wo? dee 


2. NI joined to the Lon b, as a myſtical Part 
-or Branch of Him? How dear att thou then, © 
my Soul, to the Gop and Father of my Loxp 
: Feſtus Chrifl?- What! A Branch of this dear Son 
What can Gop with-bold from one ſo ingrafted? 
pb. i. 6. Allis yours, (faith my Gop) fer ye ore 
Chrift's,” and Chriſt ir Gp, 1 C. il. 23. 
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F TER many Years Patience, in "the Uſe of 
all Means to recover a2 Fruit- Tree, if the 
ndman ſee it be quite dead, and that there 
can be no more Expectation of any Fruit from it, 
be brings his Ax and hews it down: by the Root ; 
and kann Orchard it is carried to the Eire, it 
being th for Nothing elſe; be reckons it.im- 
prudent to let ſuch a uſclefs Tree abide in good 
Ground, where another might be planted, that 
will better pay for the Ground it ſtands in. I 
| myſelf once ſaw a large Orchard of fair, but fruit- 
leſs Trees, all —_ ups riven abroad, and ricked 
up for the Fire. 
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Tnvs deals the Lon p by uſeleſs and barren 
Profeſſors, who do but cumber his Ground, Matt. 
ti. 10. And now alſo the Ax is laid te the Root — 1 
1 the Trees ; e every Tree that brings not f 
; goed Fruit, is N and caft inte the _ 


_ acknowledge: ſuch degenerate Children: If Alra- 


it 1 4: Or, N 


162 Hyluandry Spir 


Aud Lake xiii. 7. Bey ee "if 


yard, Behold, this three Years I came ſeeking Fruit 


en this Fig-Tree, and find none; cut it deun, why 


Jambereth it the Ground ® Theſe three Years, al- 
"= to the Lime of his Miniſtry, He being at 
ime entering upon his laſt half Year, as one 
obſerves: So long Her had waited for the Fruit of 
his Miniſtry among thoſe dead- hearted Fews; now 
his Patience is even at an End; ut 'them down, 


(hien Fe) iy cumber they! the Ground; I will 


t others (viz. the Gentiles) in their Room. 
his hew ing denn of the barren Lyce doth in a 
lively Manger: ſhadow. forth God's judicial Pro- 
ceedings againſt ſormal Profeflors/ under the Goſ- 
pel ĩ and nen Ae holds in theſe 
following Particulars. oled e 
oni 231 

1. Tux Tree Ave ;s to be t 4 * for the 
Fire, ſtands in the Orchard among other flouriſh- 
ing Trees, where it hath enjoyed the Benefit of a b 
good Soil, a ſtrong Fence, and much Culture; f 
dut being barren, my > awe ol ory it not ben 
ere " 1 ani : 


"Ir is not. ag ; Nanding i in the ible Ghurch, by 
a powerleſs. Profeſhon, among real Saints, with 
whom we have: been aſſociated, and enjoyed the 
excellent Waterings of Ordinances that can 2 
us from the Wrath of Go, Matt. iii. 8, g. wy 
forth Fruits meet for R pentance, and uhi- % nat 
ſay: within. yourſetves, we have Abraham 10 aur Fu- 
ther. Neither Abrebamy nor Abraham's Gon, will 


4 


lam's Faith be not in your | Hearts, it will be no 
Advantage that fbrgbam's Blood runs in your Fins 
It will be a poor Plea for Judas, when he ſhall ſtand 
re CAriſl in I 1 pag ye wor 


ane lo godlid 
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one of thy Family, 2 hong 1 dh 
an drink in thy Preſence. eee 
2. Tus Fer goth: aa en cue- 
down the Tree, becauſe it puts not forth 44s Joon 
as other Trees do, but waits ap long a there ig an 
Hope, and then cuts Water e, 
* iso 18 Hou 17 1671 eis 


Tavs: doth Gow 1 1 upon barren Petſons, 


from Sabbath to Sabbath, and from Vear to Venrz 


for the Lok is long: ſuffering to us ward, and ut 
— that any ſhould perifh, but that all ſhould come 
to Repentance, © Thus che cring of (30D 
wallet the Days of Naub upon thoſe dry Trees 
who are now — and ſlaming in Hell, 1 Pet. 
iii. 20. He waits long on Sinners, but keeps exact 

Accounts of ht Lear oY wy of his Patience. 

23511 .28 1 1 

3. Wuaw the Tang is come to cut it down, 
the dead Tree cannot poſſibly reſiſt the Stroke of 
de A vr receives the Blow, Wannen 
55 1490581 21 1d ON Ie 
No more can pts flouteſt r the Stroke 
of Death, b which the Loxp hews it down, 
Eccicſ. viii. "| There is no Man | that bath Power 
aver the Spirit, to retain the Spirit; niibur hath; bt 
Power in the Day Deaub, and there it n Di 
charge in that War. When the pale Horſe comes, 
away you mult into the Land of Darkneſs The 
thou cry with Adrian, O my poor Soul, whither 


art thou going! — thow barren Pro- 


rk 


feſſor; though it were better for \thee'ito/do - 
Thing elſe than to die. What a dreadſul Sh 
will ty Conſcience give, when it ſees the AX" at 
thy Root! When it'is ſaid to thee, Exch: vii, 
Au End is came, the End is come; it watthed far 
beboll it is came. O, ſaid Henry Bang u, 
tich and wretched Cardinal, Biſhop * uche fler, 
and 
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and Chancellor of En gland) wherefore muſt I die? 
If the whole Realm would fave my Life, I am able 
| - oof 5 Polic 3.20 get it, or b by Riche to buy it. 
. not th be hired 7 Will Riches do 
dig! LY neither . nor [ASE * 
We 


. 


while it ftood, that Way it will fall when it is cut 
down ; and as it falls, Jo it lies, whether ta the 
| South or North, Eccleſ. xi. 3. 


80 it fares with theſe myſtical Trees, I mean, 
fruitles Profeſſors, Had their Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions bended Heaven: ward whilſt they lived, that 
33 no Doubt they had fallen at theilt Beatb; but 
eir Hearts ever ended to the World, fo when 
Gon gives the fatal Stroke, they muſt fall Hell- 
ward; and how fireadFul will fuck 2 Fall be? 


"Conſider. this, ye Set vrge God, tft I tear (or 
rend) you in Pieces, P alm 1. 22. O direful Day! 
n le ſame Hand hich planted, pruned, and 
en thee ſo long, and fo tenderly, ſhall now 
ſtrike mortal Strokes at thee, and that without 
Pity : For He that made them will not have Mercy 
on . and He that formed them will ſhew them na 
_ Fqueur, Iſaiah xxvii. 11. For the Day of MES 

Is. over, and the Day of his Wrath js fully « come. 


3. And tn, Thy Bae Te 3 is. cal into 
| the Fire. 7-1 


Tanz is als the End of Formally: "WM; is oy 
farth as @ Branch, and is withered, and Men gather 
them and caf! them into the Fire, and they are — 
This is an undoubted Truth, that there is no Plant 


= Gov's Vineyard, but He wil have Glory from 
. it, 


= Tur. Side TEN: the Tree _ moſt 
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it by bearing Fruit; or Glory on it, by burning 
in the Fire. In this Fire ſhall they, lie _gnaſhin 

their Treth; and that both in Indi a t 
the 1 7 waged 7 5 ſhalt ſee in Glory, 


- eſus Chr * 4 inſt themſelves,” 10 


ng fo fooliſh Oba ttunities' of Salvation. 
Do you behold 2 As you {it by the Fire, the Froth 

that "boils out of thoſe flamin i 196 O think of 

that Foam and Ra ge of ches undone Cteatufes 2 
6 


foaming and qnaſbing eee” Teeth i in that Fire whi 


is nat quenched, 


E III Xx 


'F: 3 


48 
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How hed have I paſſed by fuch barren Trees, 
may one fay, ith 3 ot Reden Nest As litthe 
thinking ſuch a Tree to be the Emblem of my- 
ſelf, as Nebuchadnezzar did, when he ſaw th: 
Tree in a Dream which reprefented himſelf, an 
ſhadowed.forth to him his enſuing Mifery, ' "Dan. 
iv. 13, But, O my Conſcience! my fleepy Con- 
ſcience! wert thou but tender and ff 8 71 
thou wouldſt make as terrible an Application 
ſuch a Specacle to mie, as the "Faithful ophet did 
to him, Verſe 22. And thus wouldft thou den 
thy Condition?” 2 © ER Tn, "HA x - ll 


Poox wretch, tas Tyrow fo nM Time: 
among the Trees of RighteoulneÞs, the Plants of 
Renown ;- but I am none ef them: Some 
and flouriſhing Leafs indeed I have, which 
ceive others, "But Go cannot be KN, S 
ſees I am fruitleſs, and rotten at the Heart. P 
Soul, what will thine End be but Burning! 
hold, the Ax lieth by the Root, and Won er x 1 
that there it ſhould lie ſo lon whe and I yet ſanding? 
wil 7299 5 BON. for a mY eſs none 85 
as 4 44 0 Lbs? AV 2 20 I 
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ſpare it one Year longer. Alas! He need ſtrike 
no great Blow to ruin me, bis very Breath 
blows to Deſtruction, Job iv. a. A Frown of his 
Face 15 blaſt and 1 me, Pſalm ex. 6. He 
is daily follicited by his Juſtice to hew me down, 
14 F Han. Juſtice 1d hew me doy 


ORD, cure my Barrenneſs; [ 


know Thou hadſt rather ſee Fruit than Fire upon 
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OB fo er 70 N. 
U 15 OS are exceſſively careful 


about their Cattle, rifing themſelves ear- 
ly, or cauſing their Servants to rife be- 
times to feed and dreſs them. Much Time is 
ſpent in ſome Countries in adorning their Hoſes 


With Curious Trappings * Plumes of F _ 
d 250 


forks Cattle. 
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and if at any Time a Beaſt be ſick, what Care is 
taken to recover and heal them? You will be ſure 
they ſhall want Nothing that is neceſlary for them; 
yea, many will chuſe rather. to want themſelves, 
than ſuffer their Horſes io to do; and take a great 
deal, of Comfory, to. ſce them thrive and proſper 


M 


under their Hands. 


© 3 "a 6 724 17 1 5 7 14 14 ” 3 * 0 
1 eee 


WHAT, one ſaid of bloody Herod, who flew fo 
many Children at Bethlehem, That it were better 
to be his Swine than his Son, may be truly enough 

ied to ſome Parents and Maſters, who take 
leſs Care for the ſaving the Souls of their Children 
and Servants, than they do for the Bodies of thoſe 
Beaſts which daily feed at their Stalls. Many 
there be who do in Reference to their Souls, as 
Jacob did, with Reſpect to the Preſervation of 
their Bodies, when he put all the Herds of Cattle 
before, and his Wives and little ones behind, as 
he went to meet his Brother Eſau. It is a weighty 
Saying of a grave Author, It is vile Ingratitude 
<«< to. rejoice when Cattle multiply, — 1 repine 
cc when Children increaſe ; it is Heatheniſh Diſ- 
« truſt to fear, that He who provides for your 
«« Beaſts, will not provide for. your Children; and 
« it is no leſs than unnatural Cruelty, to be care- 
« ful for the Bodies of Beaſts, and careleſs of 
c“ the Souls of Children,” Let us but a little 


* 


compare your Care and Diligence in both Re- 
ſpects, and ſee in a few Particulars, whether you. 


do indeed yalue your own, or your Children and 
Servants Souls, as you do the Life and Health of 
a Beaſt. _ : 


1. Your Care for your very Horſes is expreſſed 
early, whilſt they are but Colts, and not One 


. 


ny 2 L kk. AS OO „ _— 


F F 8 8 woo ag nA - =n WO 


do . any Service; you are willing to be at Pains 
an 


Colt to have them broken arid brought to their 


Way. This is more than ever many of them did 
for their Children; they can ſee them wild and 
profane, naturally taking to Wickedneſs, but ye 


| never were ut" en CofE 19 pra themy 


theſe muſt be cockered up in the natural Way of 
their own Corruption and Wickedneſs, and not a 
Rod or Reproof uſed to break them of it. 


Ir is obſerved of the Per/ians, that they put out 
their Children to School as foon as they could 
ſpeak, and would not ſee them in ſeven Years 
after, Jeſt their Indulgence ſhould do them Hurt. 

2, You keep your conſtant Morning and Eyens 
ing, to feed, water, and dreſs your Cattle, "an 
will by no Means neglect it once; but how many 
Times have you neglected Morning and Evening 
Duties in your Families? Yea, how many be 
there, whoſe very Tables, in Reſpect of any 
Worſhip Gop hath there, very little differ from 
the very Cribs and Mangers at which' their Horſes 
feed? As ſoon as you are up in a Morning, you 
are with your Beaſts before you have' been with 
your Gon; how little do ſuch differ from Beaſts ? 
And happy were it, if they were no more account- 
able to Gop than their Beaſt are: 


"Taz End of your Care, Coſt and Pains about 
your Cattle is, that they may be ſtrong for La- 
bour, and the more ſerviceable to you ; thus you 
comply with the End of their Beings. But how 
rare a Thing is it to find theſe Men as careful to 
it their Poſterity to be ſerviceable to God in their 
Generations, which is the End of their Beings ? 
If you can make them rich, and provide good 
Matches for them, you reckon that you have Hull 
Vor. XLIV, ” "on 
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diſcharged the Duty of Parents ; if they will learn 

to hold the Plow, that you are willing to teach 

them; but when did you ſpend an Hour to teach 
pa of Salvation? ka 


Now to convince ſuch careleſs Parents of the 
Heinouſneſs of their Sin, let theſe four „ ee be 6 


W conſidered: oll Hit 


On. x. WHETHER this bes ſufficient Diſcharge 
of that great Duty which Gop hath laid upon 
Chriſtian Parents, in Reference to their Families: 
That Gop hath charged them with the Souls of 
their Families is undeniable, Deut. vi. 6, 7. Epb. 
vi. 4. If Gon hath not cloathed you with his 
Authority to command them in the Way of the 
Lex, He would never have charged them ſo 


ſtrictly to yield vou Obedience as He hath done, 
Eph. vi. 1. Cal. ili, 20. Well, a great Truſt is 
raptor in you, look to your Duty; for e 


Diſpute you ſhall anſwer for it. 


Qu. 2. WHETHER it be likely, if the Time of 
Yauth (which is the moulding Age) be ee 
they wil be. wrought upon to any Goo 


wardsf Huſbandmen, let me put 4 ſenſible Caſe 


to you; Do you not ſee your very Hoſes, that 
whilſt they are young you can bring them to any 
Way; but if once they have got à falſe Stroke, 
and by long Cuſtom it be grown natural to them, 
then there is no breaking them of it: Vea, you 
ſee it. in your very Orchards, ou may bring a 
tender Twig to grow in what "hon you pleaſe; 
but when it is growa to a ſturdy Limb, there is no 
bending it afterwards to any other Form. Thus 
it is, with Children, Prov: xxii. 6. Tram up 4 
Child in the. 8 8% eme an us ad 
. 
vod H bag N F OM ti 5 . 


5 


* . 
% *. ines cc ⅛ mꝛ LL. .EGoooSD 


2 
ti 


The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. 171 
V. 3. WHETHER, if you negle& to inſtruct 
them in the Way of the Loxp, Satan, and their 


own natural Corruptions, will not inſtruct them 
in the TE to Hell ? Fables this, ye careleſs Pa- 


rents; nll gm will not teach your Children, the 


Devil will teach them; if you ſhew them not 
how to pray, he will ſhew them how to curſe and 
ſwear, and take the Name of the Lord in vain; 
if you grudge Time and Pains about their Souls, 
the Devil doth not. Oh, it is a ſad Conſidera- 
tion, that ſo many Children nee be hom to 
School to the Devil! $6] 


4. Wnar ee I. like to have 
from =. 9 when they are old, if you bring them 
not up in the Nurture and. Admonition ' of the 
LoRp when they are young ? Many Parents have 
lived to reap in their old Age, the Fruit of their 
own Folly and Care leſſneſs, in the looſe, Educa- 
tion of their Children. By Lycurgus's 'Law, no 
Parent was to be relieved by his Children in Age, 
if be gave them not good Education in their 
Youth;z-and. it is a Law at this Day among the 
Switzers, That if any Child be condemned to die 
for a capital Offence, the Parents of that Child 
are to be his Executioners; theſe Laws were made 
bv voke Parents to look better to their Charge. 
ieve this as an undoubted Truth, That 7 
Child which becomes . (thro? thy Default) an In- 
ſtrument to diſhonour God, . ſhall prove, ſooner 
or laters a Son or Daughter of Sorrow to the. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. Gop hath found out my Sin this Day, may 

a careleſs Parent ſay. This hath been my Prac- 

tice ever ſince I had a Family committed to my 

Charge 31 have ſpent " ime and Pains _ 
2 
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the Bodies of my Beaſts, than the Souls of my 
Children ; Beaſt that I am for ſo doing; little 
Have I conſidered the Preciouſneſs of my own, 
or their immortal Souls. How careful have I been 
to provide Fodder to preſerve my Cattle in the 
Winter, whilſt 1 leave my own and their Souls 
to periſh to Eternity, and make no Provifion for 
them ? Sorely my Children will one Day curſe 
the Time that ever they were born unto: ſuch a 
cruel Father, or of ſuch a mercileſs Mother. 
Should I bring Home the Plague into my Family, 
and live to ſee all my poor Children lie dead by 
the Walls, if I bad not the Heart of a Tyger, 
ſuch a Sight would melt my Heart; and yet the 
Death of their Souls by the Sin which I propaga- 
ted to them affects me not ! Ah, that I could ſay, 
Thad done but as much for them, as I have done 
for a Beaſt that periſheth ! 


2. Bur unhappy Wretch that IJ am, Gop caſt 
a better Lot for me, (may many a Child ſay) l 
am the Offspring of religious and tender Parents, 
who bave always deeply concerned themſelves in 
the everlaſting State of my Soul; many Prayers 
and Tears have they poured out to Gop for me, 
in my Hearing as well as in ſecret ; many whole 
ſome Counſels have they from Time to Time 
dropt upon me; many precious Examples have 
they ſet in their own Practice before me; many 
a Time when I have finned againſt the Loxp, 
1 have they ſtood over me with à Rod in their 
1 Hands, and Tears in their Eyes, uſing all Mears 
to reclaim me, but like an ungracious Wretch | 
have lighted all their Counſels, prieved their 
Hearts, and embittered their Lives to them. Ah, 
my Soul ! thou art a degenerate Plant; better will 
it be with the Offspring of Infidels than with thee, 
if Repentance prevent not; now I live in one 
FER AT eg 4d mn [4 1944 br ©3515 : Family 
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Famil with them, but ſhortly I ſhall be rated 
from 4 as far as Hell is from ew er th 
now tenderly pity my Miſery, but then they ſha 
afprove and applaud the righteous' Sentence of 
Chrijt upon me:. 80 little Frivilege ſhall I then 
have from my Relation to them, that they ſhall 
be produced as Witneſſes againſt me, and” all 
d Counſela, \Reproofs, and e 
home upon me, as the Agg 
my Wickedneſs; and better it will be; 1 
dal come to that, that I had been forth 
by a Beaſt, than ſprang from the Loins of ſuch 
ents. 2141881 Ry Joon blos 169 21 Cath ® * 4.244}, 
g 44 4659, L 41 Nd. 1 2041 TH 8 11 17 0 7 7101 


. 1300 oe 2515 e of bas. 
OCH voce HON HHH 
did 24 nt eK el 
c H A P. * 54 n. ** 

5 +41 1 . 

288 5041 015 

bros che hart Lage and ru 40 ge 
is 18 80 - Beaſts... (3718238 I » 74 


* De 4 volt {7 Y Tt 1 2 FT 015. 


Wes wills" Lan jour" Bak s do gyvih, think thin” 
How great a Mercy * ren. 


* 


FOOD ALLET HS 
i 530] LW x 137% 22 * 
OBSERVATION: e 
15613. 21 bon ow ee 0 2071 ai sg 
W ſome Men endete careful and 
tender over their W 24 — 
2nd mercileſs towards them. often Wr! 
ſeen them fainting under their Loads, wro 
their Legs, and turned out with galled Bae 
to the Fields or Highways? Many: Times devel 
heard and pitied them, groaning unden unteaſbn- 
able Burdens, and „ by mercileſs ee 
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till at laſt by ſuch cruel Uſage they have been ® 
n a hen cat into a Ditch for Ay Wo 


APPLICATION. 


Ki Sip ghts as thoſe would wake Men thankful 
for the WE of their Creation, and bleſs their 
bountiful Creatar,. that Hey: were not made ſuch 


CES themſelves. . Some Beaſts are made on - 


for Food, being no otherwiſe uſeſul to Men, as 
wine, Theſe are only ſed for.Sla „ we kill 
and eat them, and regard not their Cries when 
the Knife is thruſt to theit very Hearts ; others are 
only for Service, whilſt KEE but unprofitable 
when dead; as Horſes; theſe we make to drudge 
and toil for us from Day to Day, but kill them 


not; others are both for Food when dead, and 


Service whilſt alire, as the Ox. Theſe we make 


to plow our Fields, draw our Carriages, and af- 


ter yards N them for Slaughter. | 


Bur Man was made ſot nobler Ends, created 
Lord of the lower World 3 not to ſerve, but to 


be ſerved- by other Creatures; a Mercy able to 


melt the hardeſt Heart into Thankfulnefs. I re- 


member Luther prefling Men to be thankful; that 
they are not brought into the loweſt Condition of 


Creatures, and to bleſs Gop that they can fee any 


Creature below themſelves, gives us a famous In- 
ſtance in the the following Story Tuo Cardinals 
ſaith he) riding in ag reat deal of Pomp to the 
neil 95 ns Toh y the Way heard a Man in 
2 Field, weeping and wailing bitterly, They rode 
him, «nd ed him what he ailed? Perceiving 


his Eye intently fixed upon a Toad, he told them 
that his Heart was. melted with the Conſideration 
of this Mercy, that Gop had not made him ſuch. 


i Joathſume Creature,-.though he 


a deformed: and 


* 


were 
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were formed out of the ſame Clay With it: 

is 1 alan that makes me weep bitterly.” Wheteup-- 
on one of the Cardinals cries out, Well faid the 
Father, the Unlearned will riſe and thank Heaven, 
when we with all our Learning ſhall be thruſt inte 

Hell.” That which meſted the Heart of this poyr, I 


Man, ' ſhould melt every e we beks 
the Miſery to which theſe 


reatures are 185 we 


jected. And this will appear a 2 of no light 
Conſideration, if we draw a Compariſon detwixt 


7174 


ourselves, and theſe itrational' Ctestufes. 


1. THoucH they wie we were made of thi fame 
Clay, yet ho much better hath Gop'dealt'with, 
us, even as to the outward Man? The Structure 
of our Bodies are much more excellent. The © 
noble Structure aud Symetry' of our Bodies invites 
our Souls not only to Thankfulneſs but Admira- 
tion. David ſpeaking of the curious Frame of the Vi 
Body, faith, I am wonderfully made, Pſal. cxxxix. 1 
14. or as the Vulgar reads it, painted ay with 2 | 
Needle; like ſome rich Pi of Needle work : 1 
curiouſſyembroĩdefed with Nerves and Veins: 3s 1 
Was any Part of the common Lump of Clay thus 15 
faſhioned ? Galen gave Epicurus an hundred ears 
Time to imagine à more commodious Situation, 
Configuration, or Compoſiion of any one Fan 
of a human Body; * (as one ſaith) if all the 
Angels in Heaven had ſtudied to this Day, they _ 15 
could not have caſt the . of Mas ee | 


j | 
of} * ar 8 H¹ẽE 'S 
0e nale ki or Reſt _ Se „ They 

lire not many Years; aud thoſe' that de, it is 40 
Bondage and Miſery, groauing under the Effects... 
of Sin; but Go 1 ptovided better for u. . 
even as to our outward Condition; we have 

more Reſt, deeauſe they =" ſo little“ ow mas ; 
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| Se wich, he 
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ny Refreſhments and Comforts hath God. provid- 
ed for us, of which they are incaable If we 
be dS with. Labour, we Can, take our Reſt ; but 


Fg 019K or kink an. 
Geo day: hs 3 wn; rf 


1 Win, 2 hs ple hath ger ge 
las, 


0 caſts ! What a | arge Capacity to Man 
0 


they are only capable of a little ſenſitive Pleaſure; 


chis is all they be capable of, and this Death puts 
and End to; but how comprehenſive are our. Souls 


in theit Capacities We are made in Niers ge of 
Gon, we can look hey ond . preſent Things, and 
are capable of 1 1 Happineſs, and that to 
all Eternity J's e 80 probably 


Fd our. ks are a Divine 

> A when "the dies, die not with it, 
but ben eyen in its ted A; 
Sb: REFLE or. 


0 H A |! . A * 
How great a. . Sin, . 2 fr beet gee! 
m5. is titude 8 Gop, r ſuch a common, but 
choice. Aercy.:of..C reation, and Proviſion for me 


in this World? There is no Creature made worſe 


by Kindneſs, but Man. There is a Kind of Gra- 
titude even in brute Beaſts ; they do in their Way 
acknowledge their Benefactors; ;the Os knows, his 
Otoner, and the Aſi his Maler 92 How ready 
are they to ſerve uch as fced and cheriſh them 
But I have been both unthankful and unſervice- 
able to my Creator and Benefactor, that hath done 
me Good all my Days; . thoſe poor Creatures that 
ſweat and groan. under the Loads that I lay up- 
on them, never ſinned againſt Gop,, nor tran(- 
greſſed the Laws of their Creation, as I have 
done; and yet Gop hath dealt better with me 
than with them. O that the Bounty of oy: 


ow ms way oamrM oo coo an. cc. art. oc ant. aA LL I 4 


_——y 


Q_s 


moulded out of the fame Lump with the Bea 
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and his diſtinguiſhing Mercy between me and the 
Beaſts that periſh, might move and melt my Heart 
into Thankfulneſs ! O that I might confider ſeri- 
ouſly what the more excellent End of my Crea- 
tion is, and might more endeavour to anſwer it“! 
Or elſe (O my Soul) it will be worſe with thee 
than with the Beaſts. It is true, they are under 
Bondage and Miſery; but it is but for 'a little 
Time, Death will end all their Pains, and eaſe 
them of all their heavy Loads; but I ſhall groan 
to all Eternity, under a heavier Burden than ever 
they felt; they have no Account to give, but I 
have. What Comfort is it that I have a larger 
Capacity than a Beaſt hath? That Gop hath en- 
dowed me with Reaſon, which is denied to them? 
Alas! this will but augment my Miſery, and en- 
large me to take in a greater Meaſure of Anguiſh. 


2. Bur how many Steps (O my Soul) mayſt 


thou aſcend in the Praiſes of thy Gop, may a + 


Believer ſay, when thou conſidereſt the Mercies 
that Gop hath beſtowed upon thee | Not only 
in that He made thee, not a Stone or Tree with- 
out Senſe,” or an Horſe or Dog without Reaſon ; 
but that thou art not an Infide] without Light, or 
an unregenerate Perſon without Grace. hat! 
to have Senſe, and all the Delights of it, which 
Stones have not; Reaſon, with the more noble 
Pleaſures of it, which Beaſts have not; and ſuch 
a Hope of inconceivable Glory, which the Un- 
ſanctiſied have not! O my Soul ! how rich! how 
bountiful hath thy Gop been to thee! Theſe are 
the Overflowings of his Love to thee, who wait 


that groan on Earth; yea with the Damned tht 
bowl in Hell: Well may I fay, that Gon hath' 
been a good. Gon ‚ oO OS 
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CHAP. II. 
Upon the Seeking of Joſt Cattle. 


ben ſeeking your le Cattle, Hee in Mind 
* thus n Joſus fan vr. — 4 _ 


OBSERVATION: 


Cattle are ſtrayed from your Fields, 


you uſe all Care and Diligence to recover 
them, tracing their Foptſteps, ſending yaur Ser- 


vants abroad, and en uiring ourſelves of all that 


you think can ive! (e's o them. 
4 P PL 7 T 


Tur Care and Pains you take to recover your 


oſt Ente, carries a lively Repreſentation of the 
Love of 7 us Chrift, in the Recovery of loſt Sin- 
ners. 70 us Chriſi came on Purpoſe from Heaven 
5 7 e Errand, to {e#, and to ſave that which 


was off, There 18 ſe vera Particulars j in which 
this gloriaus Deſign of Chriſt, in jeeking and ſav · 
f. 


ing loſt Man, and Fs Care * Pains of Huſband - 
men in recovering their loſt Cattle, meet, though 
* be many articulars alſo in Ra they dif- 


A 


1. we 8 fn, Cattle will break out 
of thoſe very Fields where they have been — 
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and where they want Nothing -that is needful for 
them. Juſt thus, loſt Man departed from Gop, 
brake out of that pleaſant Encloſure where he was 
abundantly provided for, both / as to Soul and Bo- 
dy; yet then he brake over the Hed e of the 
Command, and went aſtray, ZEceleſe vii. 29. L 
this only have I found, that GoD made Man'upright, - 
but he ſought out to himſelf many Inventions. He 
was not ſatisſied with that bleſſed Statg'GoD had 
put him into, but would be trying new'Concluſi--- 
ons to the r boch of himſelf l his Poſte-. N 
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2. San are evermore Sufferere for ey: 1 
and what did Man get by departing ſrom his Gop, 
but Ruin and Mifery to Soul- and Body? Will you 
have an Abreviate of his Sufferings and LLoffes ? 
(the full Account none eam give 0 )- why * By 
ſtraying from his God, © heloſt the Holineſs . his 
Nature; (like a true Strayer) he is all dirty and 
miry, beſmeared both in Boch and Body, with the 
odious Filthineſs of Sin; he loſt the Liberty of 
his Will tg Good; a precious Jewel of ineſtima- 
ble Value: This is a real Miſery incurr'd by the 
Fall, though ſome have fo far loſt their Under- 
ſtandings; as not to on it: He hathiloft his Go 
his Soulf, his Happineſs, and his very Bowels of 
S2 beende himſelf in this e 
tate. | 


3 nn are ee yea, © 3 
it be but one of the Flock or Herd, you leave all. 
the reſt, and go after that which is loſt: So did 
Tefas Chrigt, who in the fore=cited Place, Matt. ＋ 
xvii; 12. compares Himſelf to ſuch a Shepherd; 
He left Heaven itſelf, and all the bleſſed — 
99 to come into this World to ſeek loſt Man. 
O the Precious: — and dear Love Wa O's: 


2 
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= to poor Man] How did his Bowels yearn 
towards us in our loſt State ! How did He pity 
us in our 1. As if He had ſaid, Poor Crea- 
tures, they have loſt themſelves, and are become 
a Prey to the Neyity Du ſeqk aftes them, and 
ſave them, 

Inch, ig unn Hs} 


Bur there are fone die lag in which Chrif's 
ſeeking loſt Souls, * your wg: me 


11 den. 2 e; „Nr ent en 
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I. Your Cattle ſometimes find the Wai Home 
tbemſel ves, and return to yo of their own * 
cotd z but loſt: Man never did, nor can do ſo; 
Was his.own;; „ but can never be his 5 
Saviour z it Was polible for him not to have loſt 
his Gon, but having once loſt Him, he can ne- 
ver find Him again of himſelf. Alas! his Heart 
is bent to Backfliding, he bath no Will to return. 


. 1 Oy” in e ow in him- 


nan F 

oun Servants can cap 22 bring back 

— Cattle as well as. you; but ſo cannot Chri/7's 

Servants. Miniſters may diſcover, but cannot re- 

cover them; they daily ſeek, but cannot ſave them; 

lament chem t can, but help them they 12 
not; entreat and beg them to return they can, but 
prevail with them. they cannot, Melandthon tho 

when he began to preach, to, perſuade alls 5 


* Adom was to hard for young, Mes: »; 
7-321 ry. Hof znw F Dees en Ws 1815 
* Tuobch yo prize your; Cattle, Fel you 
will not venture your Life for the Recovery of 
them; you rather let them 9 5 retain them 
with ſuch” an Hazard; but us Chriſt not only 
ventured, but actually laid — his 14 to re- 
cover, and ſave Joſt Man : „. 
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the Price of His own Blood; He is that good 
Shepherd that laid down His Life for the Sheep. 
0 the ſurpaſſing Lows uf ny to loſt Souls! 0 


REPLEOTIONS. 


1. Lord, I am a loſt Creature, an * 
Soul; and herein lies ny Mifery, that I have not 
only loſt my God, but have no Heart to follow 
Him Maw. I fly from Chriſt, who is come on 
purpoſe to ſeek and to fave me ; His Meſſengers 
are abroad ſeeking for ſuch ' as I am, but I avoid 
them, or at leaſt refuſe to obey their Call and 
Perſuaſions to return. Ah, what a miſerable State 
am I in] Every Step I go is a Step towards Hell; 
my Soul, with the Prodigal, is ready to periſh in a 
ſtrange Country But I have no Mind with him to 
return home; wretched Soul, what will the End 
of this be? If Gop hath loſt thee. the Devil hath 
found thee ; he takes up all Strayers from Gow: 
Yea, Death, and Hell will ſhortly find thee, if 
Chrift "do not; and then thy Recoverygwill de 


impoſſible : Why fit I here periſhing and dying ! 


loft 5 as the Damn- 


I am not yet as irrecoverably 


ed are. O let me delay no longer, leſt I be loft 
for ever. . | 


ws 


2. O wy Soul! (may one ſay, that was loft, 
but is found,) for ever blefs and admire the Love 
of Feſus Chrift, who came from Heaven to ſeek 
and — _ a Joſt Soul as I was. LoxD, how 

Love! I was loft, and am found. 
2 did not ſeek ; nay, I am found 
hy Him & from whom I fled, 
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lay up Something for. their Poſterity when they 
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Upon the Huſbandman's Care for Poſterity, 
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\AREFUL Huſbandmen not only labour to ſup- 

4 ply their own Neceſſities while living, but to 
are 
iſts 


gone... None but bad Huſhands and Spend 


are of the Mind with T7;kerjus, who having put all 


into ſuch Confuſion in the Empire, that it might be 
thought the World would end with him; yet pleaſ- 
ed himſelf with this Apprehenſion, That he ſhould 
be out of the Reach of it; and would often ſay, let 
Heaven and Earth mingle; if the World will but 
hold my Time, let it break when I am gone: But 
provident Men look beyond their own Lime, and 
concern themſelves in the God or Evil of their 
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Poſterity. 1 500 If 
+ APPLICATION. 
Wx careful. Huſbands, do, with Reſpect to 
the Proviſions they make for their Children, _ 
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all prudent Chriſtians do, with Reſpect to the 
Truths committed to them, and by them, to be 


Ix the firſt Ages of the World, even till the Law 
was given, faithful Men were inſtead of Books 
and Records; they did by Tradition convey the 
Truths of Gos to Pofterity ; but ſince the ſacred 
Truth hath been conſigned to Writing, no ſuch 
| Tradition (except agreeing with that written Word) 
ſs is to be received as authentick; but the Truths there- 
in delivered to the Saints, are by open Confeſſions, 
and conſtant Sufferings, to be preſerved and deli- 
vered from Age to Age. This was the whole Cloud 
of Witneſſes, both ancient and modern, who have 
kept the Word of God's Patience, and would not 
accept their Lives, Liberties or Eſtates; no, nor 
the whole World in Exchange, for that invaluable 
Treaſure; they have carefully practiſed Solomon's * 
Counſel, Prov. xxin. 23. Buy the Truth, but fell it 
not; they would not alienate that” Fair Inheritanet 
for alf the Inheritances vm Earth. Upon the fame” 
Reaſons that you refuſe to part with your Eftates;”” 
2 alſo refuſe to patt with the Truths of 

o.. iger a Nenn 


LAS 


———— — 
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1. You will not waſte or alienate your Inheri- 
tance, becauſe it is of great Value in your Eyes; 
dut much more precious are Gop's Truths to his 
People. Luther proſeſſed, he would not take the 
whole Wotld for one Leaf of the Bible. Though 
ſome profane-Perſons* may fay with Pilate, What 
is Truth? Yet know, that any one Truth of the 
—_— more worthy than all = — — 
upon b; are the great Things of Gop's 
Law, and be dl fal. — vere + Things 
in this World, makes à Soul- undoing- Bargain. 
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2. You will not waſte or part with your Inhe- 


ritance, becauſe you know your Poſterity will be 


much wronged t Ac They that bale or drink 
away an Eſtate, drink the Fears of their fad Wi. 
and the Blood of their impoveriſhed Chil- 
oy. The People of Gon conſider, how much 
the Generations to come are concerned in the Con- 
ſervation of the Truth of Go for them: It cuts 
chem to the Heart, to think, that their Children 
mould be brought up to worſhip dumb Idols, and 
fall down before a wooden or breaden God. The 
very Birds and Beaſts will expoſe their own Bodies 


to apparent Danger of Death to preſerve their young. 


Religion doth much more intender the Hearts and 
Bowels than Nature Goth. 

* ' You reckon ita foul Di race to fel) your 
Eſtates, and become Bankrupts; it is a Word that 
hears ill ameng you : And a Chriſtian accounts it 
the higheſt Reproach in the World, to be à Traytor 
to, or an Apoſtate from the Truths of 8 
When the primitive Saints were to deliver 
up their Bibles, thoſe that did ſo, were juſtly bran- 


Led, unde the odious Title of Traditeres, or De- 


liverers. ' 


4. vou 00 loth to portpichyous 8 be- 
cauſe you know itis hard recovering an Eſtate again, 
when once yon have loſt it. - Chriſtians alſo know, 
how difficult it will be for the People of Gon in 
Times to come to recover the Light of the Goſpel 
again,” if once it be extinguiſhed, - There is no 

ruth of God recovered out of Antichriſt's Hands, 
without great Wreftlings' and much Blood. The 
Church may call every Point of Reformed Dogrine 
and Diſcipline fo "recovered, her Ns ; for 
with great tinge the bach wreſtled 1 
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- 5, To conclude, rather than y 


But he: 
oY upon far greater 


of, Gon! have put theme. 
adde than theſe to pres, 


ſerve Truth; = have choſen to ſuffer We 285 
Poverty, Priſons, Death, and the moſt cruel Tor- 
ments, rather than the LofofGop 's Fruth. Allthe 


Martyrologies will inform you what their Sufferi 
have been, to keep the Word © 
they have told their Enemies, that they 
might pluck their Hearts out of their Bodies, but 
ſhould never pluck the :Truth,ont K their Heates, ;; 
3D 3 $134 $13 % 33 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. Base, unbelieving Heart, may a cowardly 
Proſeſſor ſay l How have I ſhrunk from Truth when 
it hath been in I I have rather choſen to 
leave it, than my Life, Liberty, or -Eftate, as a 
Prey to the Enemy. have left Truth, and juſt it 
is, that the Goo * Truth ſhould leave me Cow 
ardly Soul, that durſt not make a Stand for Truth 
Vea, bold and daring Soul, that wouldſt rather 
venture to look a wrathful Gon, than an angry 
Man in the Face. I would not own and preſerve 
the Truth, and the Gop of Truth will not own” 


ings 


TY Loan vom! un e eb comettatthe 
Treaſure of Truth, may fuch as ſuffer ſor 
ruth fay ; and as I received it, fo do deſire ty 


ple which are yet unborn, may praiſe the Lozn. 
Gon forbid 1 — (ro pOn with ſuch a fair In- 
heritance, and thereby r my on, and 
Ends of Souls ! "Thou bh —_—_— me thy 


on: wil pak. with 

your Eſtates, you will chuſe to f Wants 
and Hardſhips all your Lives; 46 will b hard, 
. page wh way you have for your. 


Gor's Patience; 


deliver it to the Generations to come, that the Pea- 
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and the World hates me, I well know that it is the 

Ground of the Quarrel; would I but throw Truth 
over the Walls, how ſoon would a Retreat be 
ſounded to all Perſecutors? But, Loxp ! thy Truth 
is invaluably precious; what a vile Thing is my 
Blood, compared with the leaſt of all thy Truths ? 
Thou haſt charged me not to ſell it, and in thy 
I reſolve never to cut off that golden Line, 
away; the Truths are entailed upon thy People, 
from Generation to Generation ; My Friends may 

go, my Liberty go, my Blood may go, but as for 
thee, precious Truth, thou ſhalt never go. 


*. How dear hath this Inberitance of Truth coſt 
ſome, may you ſay. ? How little hath. it coſt us ? 
We are. entered into their Labours; we reap in 
Peace, what they ſowed in Tears; yea in Blood. 


O the gricvous Suſterings that they choſe to endure, 


rather than to deprive us of ſuch an Inheritance 

'T boſe. noble. Souls, heated with the Love of Chrift, 

and Care for our. Souls, made many bold and brave 

Adventures for it; and yet, at what a low Rate do 
we value what coſt them ſo dear? Like young Heirs, 
that never knew the getting of an Eſtate, we ſpend 
it ſreehy. Lon n, help us thankſully n 
to improve thy Truths, while we are in quiet Poſ- 
feflion of them. Such Intervals of Peace and Reſt, 
are uſually of no long Con ce with thy People. 
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TE generally find Mayer. not more 4 
in trying Gold, or in keeping it, than 
they are in examining their Deeds, and preſervi 
them; theſe are virtually their whole Fate, and 
therefore it concerns them to be careful f chem: A 
If they ſuſpe&t'a Fla in their Leaſe'or Deed; they 
repair to the ableſt Council,” ſubmit it to 1 # 
ment, and about all the ſuppoſable Dangers” 
with him; if he tells them their Cate is ſuſpicſous 
and hazardous, how much are they perplexed and 
troubled? they can neither eat, drink, or ſleep in 
Peace, till they have a Settlement; and wil- 
ling they are- tung. Coſt and Pains to ob- 
tain it. _ .* $4] a 
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Tarer Orne, and Fears with which! you are, 
r at 


Deeds your Lands you prove, an het 
0 bat for er- ke as c careful 55 
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| Glinipſe of thoſe Troubles of Soul, with A the 

People of Gop are perplexed about their eternal 
you. have been hitherto. 
with. Your own Fears and Troubles, 
and power- 
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much very much 


the Govenant 


_ ed by the Spirit of Promiſe, £ph.' i. 13. They 
upon any other 
Ground; ee ee eee . 


with the 


bandry Spiritualiz'd: Or, 


Condition, which perhaps 


if ever you were by a 
ful Adverſary in a Law-ſuit for your Eſtate, may 
give you 2 iritual Troubles; and 
indeed it is no more but a Glimpſe of it: For, as 
the Loſs of an _ h fair) Inheritance, is 

but 4 Frifle to the 
you cannot but — that the Cares, Fears, 
and Solicitudes of Souls about theſe Things, are 


beyond 
N e other. n 


90 
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1. Yov have — — your Eftates, and 
7 them: you hold what you have in the World. 
alſo have Evidences for their Eſtate in Chri/,, 
and Glory to come; they hold all by Virtue of 
their Inter- marriage with Chi; they come to be 
enſtated in that glorious Inheritance, containęd in 


in that Scripture, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. Ad is yours, fer 
ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's: Faith unites 
them to Him, and after they believe, they are ſeal-: 


can lay*Claim to no Promiſe 


: - * 912 1 13 Ch 263% 35 A ra Al 
Lr . 


AS or Leaſes, an Ad finds ſome dubious 
Clauſe in them, and — c ces a Suit 
of Law with you. Thus it falls out 
People of Gon, who after their believing, 
have Doubts and Scruplesraiſed in them about their 
Title, Nothing is more common, than for the 
their on —— 


2 
« * 


op, — ng ſo 


yours. Let us compare 


Grace. You have their Tenure 
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The heavenly Uſe of earthly Things. 189 
and raiſe ſtrong Objections againſt their Intereſt in 
Chriſt. Thele are cunning and potent Adverſaries, 
and maintain long Debates, and reaſon cunnin P 
and ſophiſtically, — alledgings wa W 
tle is worth Ng beg 59Ww #0 avs 11 
BS AD 385415 WE. L'  k T3 FTE 87 J ** £ ** 
3. Aw the while that a Suit in Law is depend - 
ing about your Title, you have but little Comfort 
or Benefit from your Eſtate: you cannot look upon 
it as your own, nor lay out Monies in voy 4 
Dreſſing, for Fear you ſhould loſe all at laſt. 
thus ſtands the Caſe with doubting Chriſtians, they | 
have little Comfort from the moſt comfortable Pro. 
miſes, or little Benefit. from the ſweeteſt Duties: 
and Ordinances; they put off their own Comforts, / 
and ſay, If we were ſure, that-all- this were ours, 
we could then rejoice in them; but alas ! our 
Title is dubious; Chrift is a brift, the 
Promiſes are comfortable Things, but What if 
they be none of ours? Ahl how little doth the 
douba ing ——— his large and rich Ine 
Mc 1 80- 3 C5534 216 enge e 


5 1 — wen 
ſuch Caſes, but ſtate —— 
ed in the Laws; and are willing to get the ableſt 
Counſel you can to adviſe you: So are poor doubt - 
ing Chriſtians, they carry their: Caſes from Chriſ= 
tian to Chriſtian, and from Miniſter to Miniſter, 
with ſuch Requeſts as theſe : Pray tell grey od 
do yo think of, my Condition? plainly: 


oY 3 


—— R. 


che Word of bis Servantsa 


ſay — — — 
the Caſe oſten 


and therefore they carry 
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5. You have little Quict in your Spirits, "ill 
the Caſe be reſolved, you cannot fleep in the Night, 
becauſe theſe troubled Thoughts are ever returni 
upon y. What if I ſhould be turned out of 
at laſt? So it is with theſe : Their Eyes are held 

in the Night, by Reaſon of the — 
of aheir Hearts: \ duch Fears as theſe are fr 

returning: What if I ſhould be found a 2 

ceiver at laſt? How can this, or that conſiſt with 
Grace? Their Meat and Drink doth them little 
Good their Bodies are N On * * 
3 their Souls. 


+ 15. * hat © 


Lat, W HEN Re Tide and, "Hears 
yea, not only eaſed, but 2 
though not in that Shri nor with the ſame 

of ;Joy, chat the Hearts of | Chriftians are  over-- 
flowed,” when the LoxD ſpeaks Peace to their 
Souls. O welcome the ſweet Soraing-Light, after 
a.tedious Night of Darkneſs ; now they can eat 
their Bread with Comfort, ard drink their Wine 
e W remotes 5 


"REFLECTIONS: | HS 


mow: bath my. pick been tolled. and hur-: 
ried, may the carelets ays with Troubles and- 
Clamours about my Eſtate ! But as for thoſe Soul- 
\Cafes; that Chriſtians ſpeak of, I under-./ 
ſtand 4 of G0 1 nog bir my oor: F 
_ in on, nor br an Hours 

Sleep - ſuch an Account. Ab, my careleſ 
Soul ¶ Little haſt thou regarded how Matters ſtand 


in Reſerence to Eternity! I have ſtrongiy conceit 
idw £27 ene * ot 
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but never thoroughly examined the Validity of my 
Title fo Chri and his Promiſes ; nor am I able to 
tell, if my own Conſcience ſhould MT het: 3 
upon my Claim is grounden watt edit 
0 ar Sent why art thou o 8 to. er 
amine how Matters ſtand betwixt Gop and thee? 
Art thou afraid to look into thy Condition? Leaſt 
thou ſhouldſt loſe thy Peace; or rather thy Security. 
... wins Purpoſe will it be to ſhut thineEyes againſt 
ight of Conviction, unleſs thou could alſo ſind 
ay to prevent thy Condemnation? Thou ſeeſt 
=o how attentively. they wait under the Word, 
for any Thing that may ſpeak to dard Conditions. 
Doubtleſs thou haſt heard how frequently and ſerĩouſiy 
| they have ſtated their Conditions, and opened their 
Caſes to the Miniſters of ,Ghrift / Ba- — 
my Soul ! haſt no ſuch Caſes, to put, no Naubts 
1 ee thou wilt leave all to the Deciſion of 
eat Day, and not trouble th thyſelf about it no. 
5 Gop will us 's 1 little to thy C. 
1 3M. 439wt 5119 On e UC 
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j4 by litigious Adverfaries, may _— ſay, but 1 b 
lieve none have been ſo toſſed with Fears, and 

a Doubts, as I have been about the State of my Soul. 

Loxp, what ſhall I do? 1 have often carried my 

7 Doubts and Scruples to thine N waiti 

as for Satisfaction 6 Be ſpoken th ere. 1-haye. — 

„dem to'thofe I have judged Tkilful and faithful, 

2 ging their Reſolution and Help, but . rc 

Still my Fears are renewed. + Ones 2 

do Thou decide my Caſe! Tell me how he — 1 

S/W fiands betwixt Thee and me; my Days conſume . 

4 Trouble, I can neither do, or en enjoy an — Good, 

d whilſt Things are thus with me; 

1 Wl Enjoymietits are dry and uncomfortable; you, "hich 


qa TIL 1 808 —— — m_ 
_ — — — *» — 
8 8 x T ts ts AAA A OO 
. —_ — — 
— B WA) Se * 
= 8 2 — 
FIR 


a ” aac 44 WS 


* — — — — 
1 Wt ans >) ERIN ” 
W 2 — 
Y 4 8 1 1 „ W -4 
— * 1 3 


LN 


192 Huſbandry Spiritualiz'd, &c. 
is much worſe, all my Duties and thine Ordinance; 
2 by Reafon of the Troubles of my 
Lam no Ornament to my Profeſſion, nay, 
I am a Diſcouragement and Stumbling · block to 
others? Iwill hearken and hear what Gop the Lox 
will ſpeak, O that it might be Peace! If Thou do 
not ſpeak it, none can; and when Thou doſt, 
keep thy Servant from returning to Folly, leſt 
make freſh Mrs for an accuſing Conſcience, and 


to'the Adverſary of my Soul! 


2. Bur thou (my Soul) enjo ad Mer- 
cy from thy bountiful Gop, who hath not only 
given thee a ſound Title, but alſo . clear Evidence 
and —— 2 thereof. I am gathering and daily 

feeding upon the full ripe Fruits of Aſſurance, 
od Many of my. poor Brethren drink their own 
and have their Teeth broken with Gravel. 
flones, Lord, Thou haft ſet my Soul upon her 
high Places, but letme not myſelf, begauſe 
Thou haſt exalted me; nor grow wanton becauſ: | 
walk at Liberty, left for the Abuſe of ſuch precious 
Liberty, Thb dap my old Chains upon me, and 
ney D again in 1 2255 
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CAUSES and CURES 
OF 


MENTAL ERRORS. 


IN TBOMETT ION 


N INDING fad Experience — 
es before juſtly l that Errors would 
7 be apt 8 — up with Liberty (though 
.. the reſtraint of juſt Liberty, being a 
actical Error in ; Rulers, can never 
the Cure of Mental Errors in the Subjects 3) 1 
judged it neceſſary at this Seaſon to give a Succinc 
account of the Riſe 1 and — - 
Ver 


196 _ The Cauſes and Cures 


ſeveral Miſtakes and Errors, under which even 
the Reformed Churches * us, as well as 


, an, at this Day. 


Int not ftay my Resder! lon 10 upon the _ 
| mology and Derivations of the Ward. Yet be> 
auſe "hey « caft owe Li ght up poſs the Nature of the 
ing we enquire Sher it will not be loft jokes 
to obſerve that this Word Errar derives it ſelf 
trom three Roots in the Hebrew Language. 


. ) Tut firſt WordPrimitively ſigniſies to de- 
vitte ot decline from the true Scope or Path, as 
unſkilſul Marks Ne or ignorant and insdxertent 
Travelle lers Ao. Tn | Yeaſt Variation Or Turning 
aſide from the true Rule and Line, though it be 
but an Hair's Breadth, preſently becomes an Er- 
ror. We read, Fudg. xx. 16. of 100 Benjamites, 
who could every one fling Stones at an Hair's Breadth, 
end net miſs. This by a Metaphor is applied to 
me Mind or Judgment of ne and denotes the 

Wi ings Prev! from the St ny Perfect, Di- 
vine Law or Rule, and is uſu ly. tranſlated by 

the Word Sin. 


(.) Ir is derived Seu mache Word alfo, 
which fignifies to Wander in variable and uncer- 
tain Motions: You find it in the Title of the 7: 
Pſalm,” Shiggaion, of David, a wandering Song, or 
2 Song of variable Notes and Tunes, higher and 
lower, ſharper and flatter. In both the former 
Verivatiobs it ſeems to note ſimple Krror through 
nm But then Tu 


31 In its Derivation from a third Root, it ſig- 
Gifs not only to Err, but ta cauſe others to Err 
Ms; and {6 ſignifies a Seducer, or one that is 


Stipe n (cating others into a wrong Way; * 


is applied in that Senſe to the Prophets in 1/rach 
abs ed the People, Exel. met 10. ie 
Greek Verb Mavaw takes in both theſe Senſes, both 
to go aſtray, and to lead others aſtray with us. 
Hence is the Word , Planets or wandring 
Stars; the Title given by the Apoſtle Jude ver, 
14.9 the falſe Teachers and Seducers of his 


An Error then is any Departure or Deviation in 
our Judgment from the perfect Rule of the Divine 
Law: And to this all Men by Nature are not 
only liable, but inclinable. Indeed Man by Na- 
ture can do Nothing elſe but Err, P/alm Iviii. 3. 
he goeth aftray as ſoon as Bern; makes not one true 
Step *rill renewed by Grace, and many falſe ones 


after his Renovation. The Life of the holieſt 
Man is a Book with manyErrata's,; but the whole 


Edition of a wicked Man's Life is but one conti- 
zued Error; he that thinks he cannot err, ma- 
nifeſtly errs in ſo thinking. The Pope's ſuppoſed 
and pretended Infallibility hath made him the 
great Deceiver of the World. A good Man ma 
err, but is willing to know his Error, and will 
not obſtinately maintain it, when he once plainly 


_ diſcerns it. 


ERROR and Hereſy among other Things differ 
in this; Hereſy is accompanied with Pertinancy; 
and therefore the Heretick is avexalagie-, ſelf. con- 
demned; his own: Conſcience condemns him, 
whilſt Men labour in vain to convince. him. He 
doth not formally and in Terms condemn him- 
ſelf, but he doth ſo equivalently, whilſt he con- 
tinues to own and maintain Do&trines and Opi- 
nions which he finds himſelf unable to defend 
again the Evidence of Truth, Human Frailty may 
; N er R 3 ee lead 
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198 . The Gaufts and Cares 
Jead a Man into the mak but deli Pride 4 
in the laſt. 


Bzcavss there are many deem and very al 
ful Obſervations about Errors, which will not ſo 
conveniently rede the Laws of that Me- 
aye, which. NI main Part of this Dif- 
courſe, biz. the Cauſes and Cures of ATE 4 have 
therefore ſorted ny themſelves, and emiſed 
them to the (Shs Par in Srremeen Ob- 
zienz next enſuing- Wer N N W 5 


Fall af 


4 0 ut BSE} RVATLON 1. 


n is ihe ; rope r Ole, the notural end Pleaſant 
F 
Nornixo i 


e * Man, than a De- 
fire to know : Knowledge never Joys the Mind, 
as Food une the natural Appetite; 


1 as the one 
incteaſeth, the other is proportionably ſharpened. 
The Minds of all (that are not wholly immerſed 
— * ) ſpend their Strength in the laborious 
urſuit of Truth : Sometimes climbing 
up . _ Effects to the Cauſes, and then de- 
ſcending —_ from the Cauſes to the Effects; 
and all to difcover Truth. Fervent Prayer, 5 
lous Study, fixed Meditations, are the Labours of 
inquiſitive Souls after Truth. All the Obje ctions 
and Counter arguments the Mind meets in its 
Var ate hut the Pauſes and Heſitations of a Soul 
t able to determine. ee hes Sen 


vis Side o Ware ors 


AA te the en 4 the Mind's 
efite,. is. the fine Edge of Pleafure and Delight 

it feels in the: 1 Truth. Wben it hath 
e 501 Problems, and at laſt 


dif- 


7 wu 


Glcoveted the Truth it ſought for; with what, 


IO 4 
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the worſt which are cominitted 


of Mental e, = igy 


Joy doth the Soul dilate itſelf, and run (as it 
with open Arms) to Bn and welcome | it? 


Tun Underftttiding'of Man dt E Was 135 
catious and — Truths 1a ae Rl in their 
comely Order and rayi before. ies 


Gop made Man upright - 
Mind confiſted in it and Knowledge, as ap- 
pears by the preſcribed Method of bis Recovery, 
Col. iii. 10. Renewed in Knowledge, after the Image 


is Rechtude of "his 


of Him that created him. Truth in the Mind, or 


the Mind's Union with Truth, being Part of the 
Divine Image in Man, diſcoyers to us the Sin and 
Miſchief of Error, which is a defacing (ſo far as 
it prevails) of the Image of God. 


No fooner was Man created, but by the Exer- 
ciſe of Knowledge he, foon "diſcovered Gop's 
Image in him; and by his Ambition after more, 
loſt what he had. So that now there is/an.Hazi- 
neſs or Cloud N over Truth Fr OWE 
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Of Knowledge there ave divers Serts; ſome i Human, 

and D _— oy” An and ſome 1 
Is 1510 19 LH 


Bor of all eg FUG ke that Diving 
and ſupernatural Knowledge' of Saving-Truths re- 
vealed by Chriſt in the Scriptures; whence 
ariſe the different Degrees both of the Sinfulges 
and Danger of Prom; thoſe Errors 2 n 


important Truths revealed in e the Baß pet. wing 


1 1001 pen 


Tusk Truths lie infolded either in the plain 
Words, or evident and. neceſſary Conſequences 
from the Words of the Holy Scriptures ; Scripture- 
Conſequences are of great Uſe for the Refutation 
of Errors; it was by Scripture-Conſequence that 
Chrift ſucceſsfully proved the Reſurrection againſt 
the Sadduces, Matt. xii | 


ö Sonik think that Reaſon, or natural Light is 
abundan:ly ſufficient for the Direction of Life; 


but Fe eren n nec to us for 
that End, than the Written Word; for tho' the 


Remains of natural Light have their Place and 


Uſe: in directing us about natural and earth!) 
Things, 1 Cor. ui. 14. The natural Man l 
net the Things of Gov, Cc. Eph. v. 8. Once were 
ye Darkneſs, now are ye Light in the Lord, i. e. 
by a Beam of heaveniy Light ſhining from the 
Spirit of Chri/, 11 88 the Written Word, into 
your Minds or Underſtandings. 


Ix is the written Word which ſhines upon the 


Path of our Duty, the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament jointly make the ſolid Founda- 
tion of a Chriſtian's Faith. Hence Eph. ii. 20. 
we are ſaid to be built upon the Foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets. We are bound therefore 


to. honour Old Teſtament Scriptures as well 2s 


New, they being Part of the Divine Canon, and 
muſt not ſcruple to admit them as authentic 
Proofs, for the Confirmation of Truths, and Re- 
futation of Errors. Chriſt referred the People to 
them, John v. 39. and Paul preached and diſputed 
from them, As xxvi. 2. | 
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Cap the Attainment 0 Divine Kaufes of the 

ae regu 4 e, 1 e 5 | 
principally requiſite; thing i (HE 
principally neceſſary. . , 


Tu E natural 3 Arete" 1 5 


Mind, are Clearneſs of Apprebenſion, Solidity. of 
judgment, and Fidelity of Retention. Thele are 


defirable Requiſites to make the Ae 
ſuſceptible of Knowledge; but the Irradiation 


* 


13 HOTELS = Ls 


3 Mag 2 wn, m_ of 2 is re 775 
XVI. guide you into 
an at uy and. 1 comfortable Light 


He giveth to Men, is in the Way of Sanctifi- 
cation, called the f TOM. of the ARC 
N ll. 27. | . 


Wade chis LS fail Lign vine 
upon a Mind qualified with r ree 

tioned R va that Mind excells others in the 
Riches of Knowledge. And yet the Ir of 
the Spirit in the Way of fication, ve 

ſupply the DefeRs of the fore-mentioned Ga. 


cations. Whence two Things are hgh: 
markable : | * y 


1. Tua Men of greak aka bf Nele 
clear Apprehenſions in natural Things, firs 
Judgments, and tenacious Memories, net 
frequently fall into groſs Errors ind damnable 
Hereſies themſelves, but become Hereftarchs, or 
Heads of erroneous Factions, drawing Multitudes 
into the ſame Sin and Miſery with themſelves 1 6 
Arius, Socinut, OY and Multitudes of others | 


bave one. 
q A0 
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Axp ſecondly, It is no leſs remarkable, that 


Men of weaker Parts, but Babes in Compariſon, 


thro* the Sanctification and Direction of the Spirit, 


for which they have humbly waited in Prayer, 
have not only been directed and guided by Him 
into the Truth, but ſo confirmed and fixed therein, 
that they have been kept ſound in their Judgments 
in Times of abounding Errors, and firm 4 their 
Adherence to it in Days of fierceſt Perſecution, 


., OBSERVATION IV. 


* the manifold Impediments to the obtaining true 

Knowledge," and ſettling the Mind in the Truth 
and Faith of the G — 5 theſe three are © Jpectal 
© Conſideration , > Viz. . Curioſity, and 


Error. 


IGNORANCE. fights it, or  defpairs of ia 
it. Truth falls into Contempt 2 the Igno- 

rant, from Sluggiſbneſs and Apprehenſion of the 
Difficulties that ſie in the W ay to it, Prov. Axiy. 


7 Wiſdom is u. bigh for „fl. 


Contosrry rens beſide or heyon® it. This 

Pride and Wantonneſs of the Mind puffs it up 
with a vain Conceit, that it is not only able to- 
penetrate the Myſteries revealed in the 
Scripture, but even unrevealed Secrets alſo, Col. 
ii. 18. Inte into Things which: he hath nt 


ſeen, vainly puffed up by bis fn Mind.” But 


_ Enron militates directly againſt it, . 
and oppoſeth Truth, eſpecialſy when an Error is 
maintained by Pride againſt inward Convictions, 
or Means of better Information. It is bad to 


— * an * Etror for Want of Light; but abun- 
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dantly worſe to maintain it againſt Light. This 
is ſuch an Aﬀront to Gon, as He ly puniſhes 
with penal nee and gives hem. N to 2 


ir of Error. 


OBSERVATION. v. 


Error is binding upon the Conſcience, 45 3 ar 
Truth; and altogether as much, and ſometimes 
more influential upon the Aﬀections and Paſſions, 
as Truth i is. 


For it preſents not itſelf to the Soul in its own 
Name, as Error; but in the Name and Dreſs of 
Truth; and under that Notion binds the Conſci- 
ence, and vigorouſly influences the Paſſions. and 
Affections; and then being more indulgent to 
Luſt than Truth is, it is for that ſo much the 
more embraced by the deceived Soul, The Heat 
ont Error puts the Soul into, differs from a, re- 

igious Zeal, as a. feveriſh doth from a n 

5 which is not indeed ſo beni 
able, but much pore \fervent. and S 
Mind under the ower of Error is reſtleſs — Fon 
patient to propagate its Errors, and theſe Heats 
prey upon and 1077 up he nem GOD and . 
of N eligion. He i 


\ OBSERVATION vi. 0 


V i exceeding. 4 Ned 7e — e Ho 8 dee | 
it is. kd ak hack reated fe * an: n 
Profe Von. 


' Ennoxs 5, like . Sorts of Weeds, 3 
ſeeded in a Field or Garden, it is ſcarce poſſible+ 
to ſubdue and deſtroy them; eſpecially if they be 
"—_ Errors, or dar grown up Wich us _ 
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our. Youth.; a teneris: afſurſcere multum eft, faith 
Seneca ; it is à great Advantage to Truth or Er- 
Tar, to have an early and long Poſſeſſion of the 
Mind. The Phari/ees held many erroneous Opi- 
nions about the Lau, as appears by the .corrup- 
tive Commentaries upon it, refuted 1 Meat. 
v but did he root: them out of their Heads and 

earts thereby ? No, no; they ſooner rid him out 
of che World. The Sadduces. held a moſt dan- 
gerous Error about the Reſurrettion ; Chriſt dil- 
puted with them to the Admiratio of others; and 


proved it clearly againſt them; and yet we find 


the Error remaining ow after Chris Death, 2 
Tim. ii. 18. The Apgſtles themſelves had their 
Minds tinctured with this Error, That Chri/ ſhould 
be outwardly Great and Magnificent in the World, 
and raife his Followers to great Honours and Pre- 
ferments amongſt Men: Chri/t plainly told them 
it was their Miſtake; for the Son of Man came 
not to be miniſtreg unto, but to miniſter ; yet this 
did not rid their Minds of the Error: it tuck faſt 
in them, even till his Aſcenſion to Heaven. O 
how hard it is to clear the Heart of x good Man 
once leavened with Error] and how much mote 
hard to ſeparate it from a wicked Man. 


"OBSERVATION 'VIL-"- + 


Men are mt ſo ciramfpett and-jealus of the Cr. 
ruption of their Minds by Errors, as they are of 
their Badies' in Times. of Contagion ;\ vr of their 


* — mba = 1 * 2 3 - $4 
Vue N to gr WA 
5 WF * — % | : 
* * * + 4 -- 8 * Wu . m " w_— — n 
N ** 3 5 # T >> SS F£ & #- | N 8 wT FEY ; SE 2 NN 5 


F SrizrTUAL Dangers affect us leſs than corpo- 
real; and intellectual Evils leſs than moral. Whe⸗ 
ther this be the Eſfect of Hypocriſy, the Errors of 
the Mind being more ſecret. and inviſible than 


e ocA@& =o oa oc. 


SN. S 


h On whether it be the Efe@ of 1 e, that 
Men think there is leſs Sin and 

F than, in the other z not — that an Apo- 
1 plexy ſeizing the Head, is every Way as mortal, 
oss Sword piercing he Body : The Apoftle in 
bo 2 Pet. ii. 1. calls them Af, damnable 
0 Hereſies, ot Hereſies of Deſtruction. An Error 
* in the Mind may be as deſtructive to the Souls a8 
"FF a Ero of e or Profanenels in the 


1 Life. mern 041A 298208 
id | | b [13314 3 * 331 $2207 
1d b e 
0 OBSERVATION: vat. 2 
x tis a greet geg, of Gov; tobe cher e 
p d ene, Mind.. * 
7 ST. W BE WESH 4% >; 


1 F OR the Un being the leading F aduls 
m i ty, as that * the other Powers and: Affecti · 
ne ons of the Soul follow, as Horſes in a Teem ſol- 
\s low the Fore-horſe. Nom how fad and danger - 
aſt ous A Thing is this, for Satan to ride the Fore- 
O I horſe, and guide that, that is to gvide the Life 

an of Man? That is à dreadful, judicial Stroke of 
te Gon, which we read ef Nos. i. 26. wapidwrey 
ara 3 Gar t ra ann, GOD by a penal Tra- 
dition ſuffered them to run into the of Im- 
morality, and Pollutions of Life; and that be- 
any hey abuſed their Light, and became vain 
Ir agony th anne 7 

ke 414% eras aw: oe nerttun 
True Whimfies and Fancies inthe Head; uſu- 
ally miſlead Men into the Mire of Profaneneſs, 
and then it is commonly obſerved Gop ſets ſome 
upon them 1. eſpe 
Error. 


by Worms. 
Cerinthus's — — out by the Fall ef an 
Houſe. It were eaſy to inſtance in Multitudes of 

Vor. XLIV, 8 my 
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Danger in the d 
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others, whom the viſible Hand of Gon had mark- 
ed for a'Warning to others; but uſually the Et. 
rots of the Mind are followed by a Conſumption 
and Decay of Religion in the Sul. If Grace be 
in the Heart, where Error fways its Sceptre in the 
Head, yet ufually there it languiſhes and withers, 
They may miſtake their Dropſy for Growth and 
Flouriſhing, and think themſelves to be more ſpi- 
ritual, becauſe more aity and notional; but if 
Men would judge themſelves impartially, they will- 
certain] find OM the Seeds of Grace thrive not 
in the Heart, when ade aud oVer- dropt 5 a 
Ertoneous Head, 15 
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t 1 pernicions Evil, to advance a mere Opinien in- 

F to the Place of an Article of | Faith ; and ie lay as 

0 great a — s upon it, as they ought to do upon 
the mo/Þ.cleat 9 eit. 


Orieior — — one truly ſaith)"'is but*Reaſon's 
of Truth: It makes in 
| Its fulleſt Neſt Difco ery no more than the Dxwning 
| and Twilight of Knowledge; and yet Fknow not 
f how it comes to paſs, but ſo it is, that this Idol 
| of the Mind holds — Sway and over 
(| all we hold. Matters of mere Opinion, are eve. 
I where cried up by ſome, for Mathematica 
1% Demoſtration, and Articles of Faith, written with 
E | © a Sün-beam; worſhipping the Faneies Ind Crea. 
0 tures of their own Minds; more than Gop; and 
putting more Truſt in their in. founded Opinions, 
than in the ſure Word of Prophecy. Much like 
L that Humoriſt that would not truſt Day-light, but 
1 kept his Candle ſtill burni bf bim: auſe 
Fi "Yi & be) _ —_ ow! As ſubje Felipſes, — * 
» WD HTLSO a IS 3% FOO : | 
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e Errors. 20% 


AND, what more when Controverſies 

w fervent, than for thoſe that maintain the 
| ge wer | every filly Argument to be a Demon- 
{tration 3 to upbraid and pity the Blindneſs and 
Dulneſs of their gt rhe as Men that ſhut their 
Eyes againſt Sun-beams; yea, ſometimes, to draw 
their Cenſures through the very Hearts of their 
Oppoſets, and to inſinuate that they muſt, needs 
bald. the Truths of Gon in Untighteouſneß, fin 
againſt their Knowledgde, and that Nothing keeps 
then from. — over to them, but 1 54 
aeg T. ſome; worldly Jatereſt ? What a com- 
7 vil is here A proud exalting of our 
own Opinions, an immodeſt impoſing on the 
Minds 7 others more clear RAY ns than our 
2 Li. a dangerous ſurpation of Gop's Pre- 


9 the Hen A. a: bog 


2 


Man 3 5:3 4, 
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* Idar conſcious ins WALK of its um IWagtneſs, 
uad the firong Aſſaui? L 
2 labours te defend and ſecure igel, 14) 


, Auricurry i is * Word, but in 3 
when made a Cloak for Error. Truth muſt needs 
de elder than Error, as the Rule muſt neceffari- 
ly be, beſore the Aberration from it. The grey 
Hairs of Opinions are then only Beauty, and a 
Crown, when found in the Way of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Copper (faith learned Dumoulin) Soil ne- 
ver become Gold by Ag e. A Lye will be a Lye, 
let it be never ſo. ancient. We diſpute. not by 
Years, but by Reaſons. drawn from Scripture. 
That which is now called an ancient Opinion, 
3 if i it be not a true Opinion, was once but a new 
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Error. When you can tell us how many Years 
are required to turn an Error into Truth, then 
we will give more Heed to Antiquity, when preſ- 
n wes Error, than we now think due to it. 
ks 65 $39 Ws: i Þ | | 
. Antiquity will: not do, Reaſon ſhall” be preſ- 
100 to ſerve Errors Turn at a dead Lift; and in- 
deed the Pencil of Reaſon can lay curious Colours 
upon rotten Timber, and varniſh over errone- 
ous Principles with fair and plauſible Pretences. 
What expert Artiſts have the Sorimians proved 
themſelves in this Matter? But becauſe Men are 
hound to ſubmit human Authority and Reaſon to 
divine Revelation, both muſt give * and | Arike 
Sail to the written Word. Len 5 
2 Waves fe comes to paſs, Gut be eat Patrois 
and Factors for Error, do above all Nag labour 
to gain Countenance from the written Word; and 
to this End, they maniſeſtly 'wreſt the Scriptures 
to make them ſubervient to their Opinions; not 
impartially ſtudying the Scriptures firſt, and form- 
Jing their Opintons + ere to them; but they 
bring their erroneous Opinions to the Scriptures, 
and — with all imaginable Art and Sophiſtry, 
wire- draw and force the Scriptures to countenance 
-and en TOY "Ooh" + ies 
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Gop i in all 1 in 3 Care for his Charebes 
end Truths, hath fill qualified and excited his Ser- 


| van. for the Defence 97 bis preciqus Truths, 4— 


In 8 


gainſt the Errors and Herefies that have ficteſſmitly 


* 
5 . ofa F | Me 253 7795 bite 


As Providence is obſerved in every Climate and 
and? of the 
inſt. the poiſonous Plants and Animals of the 
Country; and the one is never far from the other: 


So is the Care of his Providence much more con- 


ſpicuous in the Caſe now, before us. When, dr 
whereſoever venomous Errors and deadly Hereſies 
ariſe, qriv ug his Servants at Bad with Say wes 


Aten 4 2 w #4 4 5 411 


that deadly Kaen cathode 


"runs Sri 


bf Chriſte fa ke ver of our Religion, 


alhy an of ſubtle. — a 
b v Life, which made his Hereſy much the 

N the Lon p had his well-furniſhed 
e. e. reſiſt and confound. bim. 


his, 4hanafius. to, defend the Deity 


of Chrift ; ſo He wanted. not his Be to defend 
e the 11 Spirit againit Adace don us, 


So from the Beginning and firſt Riſe of Popery, 
that Center and Sink 9 Errors, we have a large 
Catalogue of the learned and famous | Witneſſes, 
which in all Ages have faithfully oppoſed it; and 
when, — nding all, it had over- run Europe 
like a rapid Torrent; and Germany was brought to 


that Paſs, that if the Pope had but cdmmanded it, 


they would have eaten Graſs or Hay more petudumy 


then * the Loxp bring forth invincible Luther, 


3 and 


1 
9 
1 
1 
3 
N 


- Matters of Faith, clear! 
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ions, into 
ime the 


and with him a Troop of learned Ch 
the Field againſt him; ſince which 
Cauſe of Popery is become deſperate. - 


Tnvs the Care of Providence in all Ages hath 
been as much diſplayed in ing the Church 
againſt. the Dangers that aroſe from falſe Brethren 
within it, as from avowed perſecuting Enemies 


Without it; and Nr the rank 


Weeds of Hereſies and Errors had long ſince over- 
by ok Choaked the by and 1 mY Yee 
ren Field. , 75 . a 
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OBSERVATION. XII. 


The Want of a modeſt” Suſpicion, and juſt Refleftim, 
gives both Wa and "Growth. te e 


3 2 - S* hey 8 a" * HD ij : 4 * | *% 


Ir * of mere * were kep t by Nr 


* Place, under the careful Guard of F Safpician 
would not make that Buftle and Confufion in 


Ir is \ coofelled.* that all Truths: are not Matters 
of mere Opinion; neither are all Opinion of equal 
Weight: And yet it is as true, that Matters of 
Opinion ought carefully to be ſorted from Matters 
of Faith, and to be kept in their own Rank, whilt 
revealed, are ta ſtand 


upon their ſure and firm 
Matters of mere Opinion, we are fo to hold, as 

upon clear Ligh t to be ready to part with them. 
The other, 2 Matters of Fa nh we are to hojd 
with Reſolutions to live and die by tem. 


Warri is Opinion, but the Warering of the 


tand ing betwixt probable Arguments, N 
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the /Churches, they have done, and 0 at this Pay. 
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ſhould prevail with all: 
it, is 2 juſt Reflection t 
own former conn Miſlakes. 
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and ag in a Point of Doctrine? In ſuch Caſes 
there ſhould be a due Allowance of other Mens 
Opinions to them; and why not, whilft they = 


as fair for the Truth as we? And haply 


Parts, Helps, and Induſtries, are not pt hs of ; 
ours; it may be them, Ind we may diſcern 

in them as much Tenderneſs of Conſcience, And 
Fear of Sin, as in burſelves. In this Caſe; a Tetle* 


more modeſt Suſpicion in our Opinions, would d 


the Church a great deal of Right; and that which 
Perſons to exerciſe 


hey may — upon their 


tas 14 * AN. 4280 


OBSERVATION, XII... K 4 1 


There i ita l Involution ah Colic inathch | 
2 one . in, and drawing another uf- 
ter it. 8 * 7 * i 3 Volz 10 ogy ab 94 . 
AMoxGsT al erroneous Secke, here is Ai ſome.: 

T4070 Nude, ſome Helena, for whoſe Sake the. 

Wat againſt Truth is commenced; and the other 

leſſer Errors are preſſed for the Sake. and Servi 

of this leading darling Error. As we fee the-whol, 

Troop of Indulgences, Bulls, Maſſes, ah e 

Purgatory, with Multitudes more, flow from, 

are preſſed into the Service of the Pope's Supremacy 

and *Infallibility. So in other Sets, Men are 

forced to entertain many other Errors, which 1 

themſelves conſidered, have no g reat Kind Wines 

for; but they are neceſſitated to nlp them i in, | 

Defence of that greats! 8 ailing: Opinion 
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| "OBSERVATION. xv. 


2 


Bey abound mot, 9% in the Hit 
m7, Wee. bit ee, 7 
Vi, ndr inidulyent Rulers. ' 


Cunts ri AN benevolent Rulers 2 are rn Niet. 

ies and Bleſſings to the Church. Such as rule 

der Men in the Fear of Gop, are to the Church, 

a well as civil State, li the Light 9893 _— 

ohen "the Sun ariſeth, © roen 4 

Clouds, as the tender Graſs ſprin 
by clear Shining after Rein, 2 


Bor this, as well as Lhe Maa, is liable to 
Abuſe; and under the Influences of indulgent Go- 
vernors, Error as well as Truth rings up, flowers, 
and feeds. Perſecution gives Check to the Wan- 
tonneſs of Mens Opinions, and finds them other 
Work to do. Caterpillars'atd Locuſts are ſwept 
«way by the bitter Eaſt- Winds, but farm in 

„ and fall upon every g Thing. 
So that the Church rides in this R more ſafe 
in the ſtormy Sea, than in the calm Harbour. 
Peace and Prof is apt to caſt its Watchmen 


| ee ala 
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N= Abuſe of loch an eee e 
the Lonn to cut it ſhort, and cauſe the Clouds to 
gather again after the Rain. We oye 2 , is 
ence T again (alas I that 1 1 
this wanton and fooliſh Nation. 

live rag together, converſe, 4b, — = 5. . 

ian Manner together, under common 
mities and Dangers; Differences in Opinion were 


end by Conſent: But no Soner do we fee! 
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3 warm Sun: blaſt of Liberty and Peace, but it re- 
vives and heats our dividing Luſts and Corruptions, 
inſtead of our Graces, The Sheep of 1 fight 
with each other, though their furious Puſhing 
one at another is known. to preſage a Change of 
Weather. nan und een 


6372 315 l lee ern 
__ OBSERVATION' Rur > 
Nothing gives mare Countenance and Increaſe to: Er- 
ror, than a uc and feeble Defence of the Truth 
E SS MSN OE, 


. 8 PHE £1 \\ „„ is boa 
J 7 TR”. : | j of? &+ | by R | Wy 8 
Tux Strength of Error lieth much in the Weak- 


neſs of the Advocates and Deſendants of Truth. 
Every Friend of Truth is not fit to make a Cham - 
pion for it. Many love it, and pray for it, that 
cannot defend and diſpute for it. I can die for 


« the Truth, (faid the Martyr): but I cannot diſ- 


pute for it.“ Zuinglius blamed Carole/tadims for 


undertaking the Controverſy of that Age, becauſe 
{faid he) non habuit ſatis humerorum ; his Shoulder 
were tos weak for the Burden. THESE 
Ir can be faid of few, as Cicero. ſpeaks of one, 
Nullam unquam in diſputationibus rem defendit, quam 
non probarit ; nullum oppugnovit, quem non everterite 
He undertook ns Cauſe in Diſputation, which he could 


445% a», «., ny - * 
s 7 e * j 


rat defend; be oppejed na Adverſary, but could over- 


throw him. He is a rare and happy Diſputan! 

| arry every Point of Truths. of 
which he undertakes the Defence. It were happ) 
for the Church, if the Abilities and Prudence of all 
her Friends were equal to their Love and 0 
Every Foil, every weak or impertinent Anſwer ot 
a Friend to Truth is quickly turned into a Weapon 
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» external Forces. 1 2 — Convidtion, an 
proper ſpiritual INN 


BopiLy Suffering ; rather ſpread than cure in- 
tellectual. Errors. I deny not but fundamental 
Hereſies, forth into open Blaſphemies 
againſt God, and Seditions in the civil State, ought 
to be reſtrained. It is no Way ſit that Men ſhould 
* permitted to go up and down the World with 

lague · ſores running upon them: Nor do 1 under. 
tand why Men ſhould be more cautious to pre- 
ſerve their Bodies than their Souls. But I ſpeak 
- Kercof ſuch Errors as may conſiſt with the Founda- 
tions of the Chriſtian Baith, and are not deſtru irc; 
10 civil Government. They take the ready Way 
10 ſpread. and perpetuate them, hat think to root 
them out of the World by external Force and Vie- 
| | thence. The Wind never czuſes an Earthquake, 
| We it be La in, nen ann 


[ | SFF 
1 effect their End, ho think to conſine all the Spi- 

| | . 4 3 the Circle of 2 Unifor- 
| (8 mity ires, Priſons, Pillories, Stigmatizings, 
Mutilations, Whippings, Baniſhments, are the 

Popiſh Topicks. to conſute Errors. It is bighly 

remarkable, that the World ago. conſented, 
tor the avoiding of diſſenting Judgment, to enfiavc 
- themſelves and their Poſtcrity to the moſt fatal and 
RO e e + 0p . 


Ir 1 Obſervation g finc 


* by. Latantius, Quis mibi imponat neceſſitate 
cred 
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credendi, quad nolim,  vel-non-credendi, quod volim g. 
Iſ lo can force me ta believe what: I iuill not, ar not" 
16 believe _ Ab 4 A and gentle 

t of the Goſpel is the proper and effSctual 
— the Diſeaſes of the Minds" * 110 
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[ever See cured, ae, Pratt 2 
the Church eftabli/hrd; Men mit he-convince\ ”f, 1 
and doquainted with' the and Ciuſes bots 
 witbi ard without thenifelvds; ſromaobenice & 
rrors proceed 5 and mift bot %how-and apply the 
proper Rules end Remedies Jr the Prevention” of. 
Cure We _ | | 
zeak as 10621 ont; 11464 wa of 4128114440 
da- Tanis eech, Düsepeneen bewege an Oeent 
Lire ; fon; and a proper Cauſe; theſe tworarc heedfu 
to be diſtinguiſhed. Critical and exact Hiſtorians hs 
ax", 208 the aria, the beginning Orctaſſons, ant 


V 

— as Polybius and Tacitus, diſtinguiſn betwixt t 
10 

ale, the real Cugſer of # Har; and de one in hig 

„„ 

thol: 


Caſe of Errors. The moſFexcellent and innocent - 
Things. in the World, ſuch as the Seriptu ures, the 
Liberty*of Chriſtians, the Trat Re Ae Peck 
of the Church, mayy „by the 3 
working in Conjun on with the Ceres . 
Mens Hearts, — the Occaſiqns, 20 15 can ne- 
82 L VERS * e 1 
Acco DHνᷓ | having made the ſe ventee ti Rea 
marks upon the Nuture and Growth: of Firors, 
(which cannot ſo well de brought withfn the f6l2 
lowing Rules of Method) 1 af in the nest Fee 
proceed in the Diſcovery both of the mere *Otta- 
lon, as alſo of the proper culpable Cauſes of Er- 
don, . Petey the" "oe Penne ih 


— —-— - FILED 


Reaſons af 22550 $444 forth into the World, and 
Go will turn them event 
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rer —— in the f 


"ths ty Gon, who is. of Truth, and 
rrors, the Gon of Order, and hates Con- 
7— and Error a 10 Ho n is yet pleaſed 
mit Exrors to „ (Without 
bee Permi th — 4-35 ring. And 
this He doth for ps cial of his Peoples F; aith-and 
Conſtancy, and for: a irigual Puniſhment upon 
ſame Men for the Abuſe of his known Truths; yr 
by the Permiſſion: of thoſe Evils He advanceth bis 
own . eee N Rev 
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not) tft done we, ts 
er $I in Ends! ba to cloud and Jake 
| Gop's Name and precious Truths ; to deſtroy the 


Beauty, Strength, and Order of the Church. But 
God's Ends in permitting and ſending Errors, are, 
(a;) To puniſh Men for their Abuſe of Light. 
(2) To . and try the Sincerity.and Conſtancy 

carts, Deut. xiii. 2 1 Cor. xi. 19. 
And 1210, By theſe Things aints are awaken- 
'<d to a more diligent ney of the Scriptures, 
which: are the more critically read and examined 


* e u ane i ns y 


1 S £4 $= (#5) v7 #* 


Bort aka n Here 5 Errors muſt (lor the 


to his on Glory; 
yet it is a dreadful Judgment to be delivered over 
to à Spirit of Error, 10 the Authors and Abetters 


of them; this is a 77 2 Stroke of -Gop'; And 
as ever we hope to eſcape, and ſtand clear out of 
the Way of it 3 us carefully ſhun theſe: three 


q following Cau and | e IP thereof. 
k (18+ VL 2120 Witt 59 +, ©. 44 f 13575 70 195 1. Was | ANT 


1 s v 4 2408 


err) 42 om thy 
are afe from Weh a Judiciat Tradition. 97 


* "175. 
1 etended Obſcurity of the Scriptures, . The Romi/b 
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. WANT of Love to the Truth, which Go» 
hath made to ſhine about us in the Means, or mats 
us by _ 72% fl. 70 under the Means of 


Knowledge ii, 10, 11. Betauſe they re- 
cerved not 25 1 0 f the Truth, Boy + i —— 0 
ong Deluſions. 'They juitly plagued wi 
2225 that flight Truth. 2 Fa en are fre 
kae for fl e Hearts. 15 8 * eo 


"a. BIWAkE of Pride tas W Mind. 
Ef is not ſo much the Weaknefs as the Wantonnets 
of the Mind, which ef Go to inflict this 
Poaftere ment. None likelier to make Seducers, than 

Jude 16. Arrius gloried that Gon had 
— . Things to him, which were hidden 
from the Apoſtles themſelves. Simian Magus boaſt- 
ed bimſelf to be the mighty Power of Gov. | wel N 

3. Bx wan you neglect not Prayer, to be kept 
found i in a5 J ments, and guided b the —_ | 
into all Truth, alm cxix. 10. With, wy 
Heart have wes Thee: : Ok n not E 7 {or 

Commandments. This do, and you 


o 5 Fo 


WI ſhall next foeak uh d Cake of Error 
found in the evil Diſpoſitions of Men, which pre- 
pare and incline them to receive erronequs Opi- 
nions, and even catch at the Occaſions and leaſt 
Sparkles of Temptation, as bd LOOM wy 
mongft theſe is found, l ee eee 


e eee Humour at the 


teh at this Occaſion, and make.it the pro- 
ule, when indeed it is but a pick'd kd Gere. 
ve the Errors and Miſtikes amon 1 
tell us the Scriptures are ſo eu, n obſcure, and 
Fake XLIV. T 
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perplexed, that if private Men will truſt to them 
as their only Guide, they will inevitably run into 
Errors, and their only Relief is to give up their 
Souls to the Conduct of their Church; whereas in- 
deed the true Cauſe of Error is not ſo much in the 
Obſcurity of the Wee as in the Aer a 
e n en e wa 

wn ende thay are PEER, e 
ſome Things hard to be underſtood, 2 Pet, Iii. 16. 
the ſublime and myſterious Nature "of the Matter 
rendering it ſo; and ſome Things hard to be inter- 
preted from the Manner of Expreſſion, as indeed 
alt myſtical Parts of Scripture and ate Dy Pre- 
dictions are. The Spirit of God this Way de- 
fignedly caſts a Veil over them, till the proper 
Seaſon of their Revelation and Accompliſhment be 
come. Befides (as the learned Glaſſius / obſerves) 
in St. Paul's Style there are found ſome peculiar 
Words and Forms of Speech; which ordinary 
Rules of Grammar take no Notice, nor give any 
lel Examples of; as, to be buried. with 82 | 

pay baptized wh Bs Death; to which 1. Ma) 
to be circumiifed in Him, "Thaxe" are alſo als 
tudes of Words foukd f in Perf pture of varigus and 
vaſtly different” Sig nifications ; and accordingly 
there is a Diverſity, and eigen a Contrariety 


of Senſes given of them by 3 which to 

an Humourift, or quarrel me Wit, give an Occa- 

rk to vent his Errors TIM ES 
TOR on T6 TW 2018 20 bn 5 il! a 


ee that even 2 7 in 70 15 
and underſtand them, Matt. xi. Er: 1 Car. i. 27, 


, 29- And though there be Difficulties, in other 
Poke more. remote en the ata! yet the 
1 ; ] A 1 % * þ * 


* 
- 
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== of Gov i is not to be accuſed, but rather his 
iſdom to be admired herein. For, (I.) This 
| ſerves to excite the moſt intenſe. Study and Dili- 
ce, which by this Difficulty is made neceſſary; 

8 bs Fg, yea the very Angels ſearch into 
theſe Things, 1 Pet. i. 11, 12. (2.) Hereby a 
ſtanding Miniſtry in the Church is made neceſſary, 
Neb. viii. 8. Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. So that to pre- 
tend Obſcurity of Scripture to be the culpabie Cauſe 
of Error, when indeed the Fault is in 8 
this is too much like our Father Alam, who would 
implicitly accuſe Gop, to excuſe himſelf; he laid 
it upon the JYoman which Gon gave him, and we 
upon ct re which Go hath given 8. 


Tas” proper Remedies and N in "his 
Caſe are an heedful Aucndance ty and N 
of theſe Rules, . 


Fa RULE L 


"Lp all odſeite and difficult Texts of i Scripture 
be conſtantly examined and expounded. according 
to. the Analoly' or Proportion of Faith, Which is 
St. Paul's own Role, Rem. xii, 6 Let: bin that 
pro;befieth, (7. e. expoundeth the Scripture in the 
Church) &» it according to the Proportion of Faith. 
The Atalogy or Proportion of Faith is What is 
taught plainly and uniformly in the whole Serip- 
tures of the Old and New Teftament, as the Rule 
of our Faith and Obedience. Whilſt we carefully 
and ſincerely 5 hereunto, we are ſecured from 
finful Corrupt ing the Word of Gop, Admit of 
no Senſe which! interfereth with this Proportion of 
Faith. If Men have no Repard to this, but take 
Liberty to rend off a fin oe Fer t from the Body of 
Truth to which it belongs, and put a peculiar In- 
terpretation upon it which is diſcordant to other 
W hat Work will * Kl 


£ 
; 
| 
|; 
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RU LED... 

Nrvxx put a new Senſe upon Words of Scrip- 
ture in Favour of your pre-conceived Notions, nor 
vreſt it from its general and common Uſe and Senſe. 
This is not to interpret, but to wreck the Scrip- 
tures, as that Word chen fignifies, 2 Pet.. ili. 
16. We are not to make the Scriptures ſpeak what 
we think, but what the Prophet or Apoſtle thought, 
whom we interpret. In 1 Cor. vii. 14. we meet 
with the Word [hz] applied to the Children of 
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Believers ; chat Word is above five hundred Time: 


uſed for a State of Separation to God: Therefore 
to make it ſignify in that Place Nothing but Legi 
timacys is a bold and daring practiſing upon the 


* 


— 


Scripture. 


EF 
* a 
17 'F Y 
= 
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WHENEVER you meet with an obſcure Place cf 


| Scripture, let the Context of that Sctipture be 


thorough! ſearched ; for it is uſual with Go tb 
ſet op Light there to guide us through the Obſcurity 
of a particular Text. And there is much Truth in 
the ObferoAtich of the Rabbins, Nulla rt 'objeftio in 
Legt, que non habet ſolutronem in latere. There is 
no Scruple or Objection in the Law, but it hath a 
Solution at the Side of it. LIE T6. 


| | | , | 6 e p: J | 1 
ini 18 1 * „ 
eee, e,, Yb 
„ * d " "FF ; 2 6 6 1 1 # % * F * „ 4 . 
Lx one Teſtament freely caſt its Light upon 


che other; and let not Men under-value or reſect 


an Old Feſtament Text, as no Way uſeful to clear 
and eftabliſh a New Teſtament Point of Faith or 


Duty. Each Teftament reflects Light upon the 


other, The Jews teject the New Teſtament, and 
many among us finfully flight the Old; But er 
% n i au 


41 * - 
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out the Help of both, we can never underſtand the 

Mind of *. in either. It is a good Rule in the 
p- Civil-Law, T1 wh of de Lege judicare, tatd Lege 
or nondum inſpect. muſt in af 200 the whole Law, 
. v the Senſe n. Fee FA Hh pits 


Sth 
1 1 


* 1 * & 5 i ; 
S: # » *# #.# a « 
0 a * 
III N **. 4 * 7 L E V. » 75 4411. 2 2252 1 * * 


"4 Hart a due Re | to that Senſe ; given Ay" ob- 
+ WM fcure Places of Roe nil which hath not only the 
current Senſe of learned Expoſitors, but alſo natu- 
rally agrees with the Scope of the Place. A careleſs 


0 
ez 

Neglect and Diſregard 8 8 is Js Wan * 
. the "Apoſtle, 1 Tim, } 1. 7 I 77; PE $a 02: 


Asgcovp il PAY Ae ing fol) welt 
Men to and ſuck in erroneous Doctrines and Opi- 
nions, is the — that juſt and due Chriſtian Li- 
berty allowed by Chri/t to all his People to read, ex- 
amine, and judge the Senſe of. e with a 
r Judgment of Diſcretion. 


Tuis is a glorious Acquiſition,” 2 ary "AY 
of Reformation, to vindicate and recover that juſt 
„ Right, and gracious Grant made to us by Chri/? 
is and the Apoſtles, out of the Hands of our * Papi 
'2 Enemies, who A. uſurped it. The Exerci 
i this Liberty, is at once a Duty commanded. by 

Chrift, and commended in Scripture. It is com- 
| manded by Chrift, John v. 39. Search the Scriptures, 
| faith Ori to the — — 1 — x. 15. Lea as 

'.to. wife Men, Judge And 302 85 
ciſe of this private Ju __ 4 4 ice 
People, is highly Dm by St. Poul 2 be 

cant, Acts xvii. 11. Theſe were more noble than 
thi/e in Theſſalonica, in that they received the Word 
with all Readineſs of Mind, and ſearched ibe Scrit- 
COS whether * Things were J. * 
i TI berty 
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is not allowed in any Reb ion, as it is in the 
Chriſtian Religion, nor enjoyed in its Fulneſs, a 
it is in the Reformed Religion, whoſe Glory it is 
that it allows its Principles and Doctines to be cri. 
tically examined and tried of all Men by the Rule 
of the Word, as well knowing, the more it is ſifted 
and ſearched by its Proſeſſots, the more they wil 
5 dre and ſatisfied in the —_ of it. 
* 01:0380 5 e 1261164 1: 
UT. yet this juſt Liberty of Chridians, ſuffers 
double Abuſe: One from. the Popiſh Enemies, 
— injuriouſly deny it to the People. Another, by 
Proteſtants themſelves, who ſinfully ſtretch it be- 


yond the juſt Degree and JE in which Chrift 
allows it to them. 

Tur Pope injurionſly 3 PE agen 
the Danger that muſt neceſſarily follow the Conce 
tion of ſuch a Liberty to the People, to compare 


his ſuperſtitious and exroncous Wanne ith * 
Rule of the Word. 1 ginnen 


Avi D ſecondly, It is frequently. abuſed, by firetch- 
ing it beyond Chri/”s  Alowance ; when every ig- 
notant and confident Perſon ſhail, under Pretence 
of Liberty granted by Ghrift, rudely break in upon 
the ſacred Text, diſtort, violate, and abuſe the 
Scriptures at Pleaſute, by putting ſuch ſtrange and 
foreign Senſes re them, as the ou of Gop ne- 
ee 
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The 8 remedy, this Ait. 
- chigf,. is not by depriving any Man of his. juſt Li- 
| benty, either to xcad, or judge for himſelf: what 
Gon ſpeaks. in his Word; that were the ſame 2 
Thing as to cut off an Head to cure an Head-ach- | 
Leave that fanful Policy with the: falſe Religion- 


Letithoſe only that kaow they 4 Evil ee r th 
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coming to the Light. But the proper Courſe 


preventing the Miſchiefs that come this Way, 28 


labouring to contain Chriſtians within thoſe Limits 
Cbriſt Himſelf bath ſet unto this Liberty which He 
hath granted them. And theſe are ſuch as follow : 


1. Tnoven Chr; haveindulgedito the menen 
and weakeſt Chriſtian a Liberty to read and judge 
of the Scriptures for himſelf ; yet He ee neither 
thereby, nor there with g granted him a Liberty, pub- 
lickly to expound and ==" the Wave * others: 
That! is quite another by 


n may 1 edify'61 one e Shy 
Reading the Scriptures, communicating their Senſe 


one to another of them, admoniſhing, counſelling, 
reproving one another in a private fraternal Way, 
at Seaſons wherein they interfere not with more 
publick Duties: But for every one that hath Confi- 
dence enough the ignorant are uſually beſt 
ſtock d with it) to aſſume a Liberty — 2 
and give the Senſe of Scriptures, and pour forth 
bis own wild Notions, as the pure Senſe and 


Meaning of God's Spirit in the Scriptures 3 thiy*+ 


is what Chriſ never allowed, and through this 
Flood-gate Errors have broken in, and over flowed 
the Church of Gon, to the great Scandal of _ 
nn of 0 Enemies. | 


2. Tnovon there. be no Part of Se ae | 


up or reſtrained from the Knowledge or Uſe of 


4 
Chriſtian; yet Chrift hath recommended to Chriſti- il 


ans of different Abilities, the Study of ſome Parts. 


0 
— 


of Scripture rather than othets ; as more 
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224 The Cauſes and Cures 
dren; 1 Fobn ii. 13. and accordingly the Wiſdom of 
Chrift hath directed to that Sort of Food which i | 
proper to either: For there is in the Word all Sorts 
of Food fuitable to all Ages in Chri/? ; there is both 
Milk for Babes, and ffrong Meat for grown Chrifti- 
ant, Heb. v. 13, 14. Thoſe that are unſkilful in 
e Word of Righteouſneſs, ſhould feed upon Milt, 
that is, the eaſy, plain, but moſt nutritive practi 
cal” Docttines of the Goſpel. But eng "Meat 
(faith he] that is the moſt abfiruſe, deep, and myſ- 
terious Truths, berry op fl to them that are of full 
Age, even thoſe who Reaſon of Uſe, have ibeir 
Senſes 2 ro diſcern — A ol "Evil that 
is, — and Error. To the fame Purpoſe he 
1 Cor: iii. 2. I have fed"you wrth Mate, and 
net with Meat; * \rtberto ye ewerenet able ta — 


AT thou a weak unſtudied Chriſtian? a Babe 
in Chris? Then the eaſier, and more nutritive 
Milk of Plain Goſpel-doctrine is fitter for thee, and 
will do thee more Good, than the ſtronger Meat of 

rofound and more myſterious Points; or the Bones 

e whit h are tod hard for Mee Wan 


— en en eee 11 
2 „ as e. 


\Turxxiva anothe er evil Diſpo po cow in the Mind, 
rendering it Y of Errors, and that is 
ppiritual Shthfubreſs and Carleſſneſs in a due and 
| ſeriqus Search of the whole Scripture, ' with a ſe- 
| date and rational Conſideration of every Part and 
þ Particle therein, which may give us any, though 
[ the leaſt Light to underſtand the Mind o Gop in 
N thoſe difficult 2 we Ferch uſher the Know. 

| ledge of. * LF $5 FE | 
* ti. Ho IF [Caf 1] 30 EFawsp 
TxuTH hes deep, as 8 rich Veins of Gol do, 


Prov. it, N I we will get theTreafure, wean 
on 
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only beg, as he directs, v. iii. but dig alſo, v. iy. 


elſe as he ſpeaks, Prov. xiv. 23. The Tall of. the 
Lips tends only to Poverty. | We are not to take 
up with that which lies uppermoſt, and next at 
Hand upon the Surface of the Text; but to ſearch 
with the moſt ſedate and conſiderative Mind into all 
Parts of the written Word, examining every Text 
which hath any Reſpect to the Truth we are ſearch- 
ing for, heedfully to obſerve the Scope, Antecedents, 
and Canſequents, and to value every Tittle and 
Iota; for each of theſe are of Divine Authority. 
And ſometimes great Weight is laid upon a Word, 
as appears in the Names ol Abrabam and Sarai. 

Ir will require ſome Strength of Mind, and great 
dedulity, to lay all Parts of Scripture before us, and 
to compare Words with Words, and Things with 
Things, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. ii. 13. em- 


| pering ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual.” And thaugh 


it be true that ſome important Doctrines, as that of 


Juſtification. by Faith, are methodically diſpoſed, 


and throughly cleared and ſettled, in one and the 


ſame Context; yet it is as true, that many other 


Points of Faith, and Duty are not fo digeſted, hut 


are delivered here a little, and there a little. You 


muſt not think to find all that belongs ta one Head 


or Point of Faith or BE . in a vs 
tem, or common Place in Scripture; hut ſcattered A- 
broad in ſeveral Pieces, ſome in the Old. Teſtament, 


d ſome in the N ſta 

and ſome in the New, at a great Diſtance one from 
another. K 1 YELL Haid * 4+ 7111 51 inn 
Joni eig bastiobs yon Bro, Lf 


8 GOT, | 1881 34 
Now in our Searches and Inquiries aſter the full 
edge of the Will of Go U 
ſuch Points, it is neceſſary that the whole We 
of Gop be throughly ſearched, and. all thoſe Par- 


cels brought together ta an Interview. Ha. * 
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Is a Man would ſee the entire Diſcovery that 
was made of Chri/t, to the Fathers, under the 
Old Teſtament, he ſhall not find it laid together 
in any one Prophet ; but ſhall find that one Folk 
o one Part of it, and another to another. 


ö Moves 2 the firſt general Hint of it, 
- Gen. iii. * Seed of. the Haman fhall © break 
the * fs Head. But then if you would know 
more prricutarly of whoſe Seed, accordirig to the 
Fleſh, he ſhould come, you muſt turn to Gen. 
- xxii. 18. In thy Seed (ſaith Gop to Abrabam) ſhall 
all Nations of the Earth be bleſſed. And if you i 
yet doubt what Seed Gop means there, you muſt 
turn to the e Gal. iii. 16. To thy Seed, which 
is Crit. ou would further know the Place 
of his Nie the Prophet Micab muſt inform 
you of that, 17 . v. 2. it ſhould be Bethlehen- 
If you enquire of the Quality of his 
Parent, another Prophet gives you that, Ia. vii. 14. 
| Bebold, 4 Virgin all cunceiue, and bear a Son, and 
call his Name Immanuel. If the Time of his 
Birth vet after, Moſes and Daniel muſt in- 
form you's chat, Gen. Alix 20. Den. ix. 24. 


+20 WIR] the New ke OBE IF a Man enquire 


about the Change of the Sabbath, be muſt not ex- 
pect to find a formal Repeal of the Seventh Day, 
and an expreſs Inſtitution of the firſt Mo in 
2 bur he is to conſider, wy 


Firſt; WA che Evangeliſt ſp ks, Merk 1 
28. That Chrift is Lonv of the Sabbath, and 6 
had Po wer, not = of; to N with it, but to 
Ehange' i — 

8 a . F54 F | 

Gren, An on ths firſt Day of the Week 
— —— Matt. XXViii. 1, 2. ** 

this 
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this is that great Day, foretold to be the Day, to 
be ſolemnized upon that Account, Fſal. cxviii. 24. 


Thirdly, Tuaar accordingly the firſt Day of the 
Week is emphatically ſtyled the Lord's Day, Rev. 
i. 10. where N find his own N ame WER upon it. 


11 n 

Fou thhy, You Wall find” this. was the Day an, 
which the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtian af 
ſembled together for the ſtated and ſolemn Per- 
formance of publick Worſhip, Jahn xx. 19, and. 
ether publick Church · Acts and Duties, 1 Cor. 
wi. 1, 2. And ſo putting together, and conſider», 
ing all theſe” Particulars, we draw a juſt Conclur 
hon, That it is the Will of Cop, 7 — ſince the 


Reſutrection of Chri/t, the firſt Day of the am 
ſhould be obſerved as the Chriſtian-Sabbath,,. 


is WY Inc like Manner i br the Baptiziogof Belegte 
4. IInfants: We are not to expect it in the expreſs. 
Words of a New Teſtament Inſtitution or Come 
is mand, that Infants under the Goſpel, ſhauld be; 
a- baptized; but Gop hath leſt us. to Sather Satiſa 
bddion about his Will and our Duty in that Point, 
by comparing and conſidering the ſeveral Seriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament which relate to 
that ap mood. which if we de e we may do. 
AS DIA: 
Firſt By ein that b Gon- s expreſs. 
Command, Gen. xvii. q, 10. the 2 Seed of his 
People were taken into Covenant with their Pa- 


rents, and the then Sign of that en com 
Wange to them. 10 180 t bed 

e 15 | 
Sean Tar though the Sign be altered, the 


Promiſe and Covenant is ſtill the on and. runs 
as it did before, to n n 


Er 8, . 5 
this — Thirdy, 
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Tah, Tur "the ſcederal Holineſs of our 
Children is plainly aſſerted under the New Teſta- 
ment, 1 Cer. Vit. 14. Rom. xi. 16. 


N ON dan further find; "that Ba tiſm 
ſucceeds in the Room of Circltimeifich: an that 

by an Argument drawn from the cans Roch of 

gur Priviledges under the New "Teſtament, no 

Way inferior, but rather more extenſive than 
| . the Fews, Col. li. 10, 2 


1 ;fthly, WE ſhall find that upon the — 
fon of any Maſter or Parent, the whole Houſhold 
were... Baptized. By putting all thefe Things, 
| with ſome 0s" together, we may arrive to 
| deſired Satisfaction about the Wilt of Gop in this 


Matter. 


BoT ſome Men want Abilities, and others are 

_ too lazy to a ane! together, compare and weigh 

all theſe more Hints and Diſcoveries 

of the Mind of Gop, which would give much 

Light unto this Point; but they take an eaſier and 

cheaper Way to ſatisfy themſelves with what lies 

uppermoſt upon the Surface of Scripture, and fo, 

a9 it re of Conſent, let go, and loſe their own, 

and their Childrens bleſſed"and' invaluable Privi- 
© leges, for Want of a little Labour and and Patience 
to ſearch the Scriptures ; a Folly which few would 
be guilty of, if but a ſmall earthly” EIA 
py concerned therein, © mg. 

: To cure this Spiel Suggithnefs, and OY 
us to the moſt ſerious and diligent Search after 
the Will of God in difficult Points, that we mi 
not neglect the ſmalleſt Hint given us about i, 
"Ve following Conan will be be found of gre 
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1 Tus moſt ſedate, impartial, and dili 1 
pirivy after the Will of Gop reveale . 
Word, is a Duty expreſsly enjoined by his 
vereign Command, which immediately and indiſ- 
peulibly binds the Conſcience. wars 9 
to the Practice of it. 9 * 


REMARKABLE. is that yok to is 90840 
Rom. xii, 2. And be not conformed to this World ; 
but be ye transformed by the Renewing ef your 
Mind, that ye may _— — ove What is that good and ac- 
ceptable and perfect Hill of GOD. Here you find 
this Duty, not 945 aloe with, but made the 

End of our Non- conformity to the World, 
ber Renovation of our Minds ; the oy, Things 
which conſtitute a Chriſtian, * - 


114 3 


AND to ſweeten our Pains in this Work, that 
Will of Gop, for the Diſcovery whereof we 
ſearch, is preſented to us under three illuſtrious 
55 alluring Properties, viz. Good, Acceptable, and 

00 E ood it mult needs be, becauſe the Will 

Eſſence of Gop, the chief Good, are not 
two . Things, but one and the ſame... And Per- 


falt it muſt needs be, becauſe it is the Standard, 


by which the Actions of all reaſonable Creatures 
ought to be weighed, as to the moral Good or 

Evil of them, and being both Good and Paas, 
bow can it chuſe but, upon both Accounts, be 
highly Acceptable and grateful to an ,vprig ight Soul. 

Search the Scriptures, faith Chriſt, [7b * v, 39. 
To the Law and to the Teſtimony, faith che Pro- 
phet, Ja. viii. 20. This is not Matter of mere 
Chriſtian Liberty, but commanded Py z and at 
our Peril be it is weineglect it. 
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2. No Act of ours can be. good and accept- 
bla to the Lorp, further than it is n 


his Will revealed in the Word. 
No Man can be a Rule to himſelf. He can 


be no more his own Rule than his own End. One 
Man cannot be a Rule to another. The beſt of 
Men, and their Actions, and Examples, are on- 
ly ſo far a Rule of Imitation to us, as they 
themſelves are ruled by the Divine revealed Will, 
1 Cor. xi. 1. Uncommanded Acts of Worſhip 
are abominable to Gon, and highly dangerous to 
ourſelves; they kindle the Fire of his Jealouſy 
to the Ruin and Deſtruction of the preſumptuous 
| Sinner. So that if the Beauty and Excellency of 
the Will of Gop be not enough to allure us, the 

Danger of acting without mg I: of it 
may juſtly terrify us. I 


e this Duty we tread in the Footſteps of 
the vile and holieſt Men that ker went to Hea- 
ven — us. 
5 $4 wt 


Io is — * the Characteridlical Note of a 
Man, P/al. i. 2. but it has been the conſtant 
ractice of the moſt eminent Believers in all Ages. 

The greateſt Prophets that had this Advantage of 
us, that they were the Organs ox inſpired Inſtru - 
ments of diſcovering the Will of Go to others, 


yet were not excuſed from, neither did they ne- 
died to ſearch it diligently themſelves, 1 Het. i. 


10, FI. Daniel, that great Favourite from Hea- 
ven, who had the Viſions and Revelations of Gop; 
yet himſelf diligently ſearched the written Word, 
1 order to the Bienen of 1 * of an 

an. ix. 2. 
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4. Every Diſcovery of the Will of Gon by 
fervent Prayer, diligent and impartial Search of 
the Scriptures, and all other allowed Helps, gives 
the higheſt Pleaſure the Mind of Man i is 5 capable 
ot in this World. _ 

Arn 2408 ' 

Is Keen, upon the Diſcovery of a Ma- 
thematical Fruth, was fo tranſported and raviſhed, 
that he cried out, eh, prize, I have found it, 7 
have found it ; what Pleaſure then muſt the In- 
veſtigation' and Diſcovery of à Divine Truth give 
to a ſanctiſied Soul Werds were found 0 
(ſaith Jeremiah) and I did ent them; and thy ord 
was unto me Foy and Reoicing of my Heart, 

er. xv. 16. as pleaſant Food to a famiſhing Man; 

r now Conſcience is quieted, ' comforted, * and 
cheared in the Way of Duty. A Man walks not 
at Adventure with Gop, as that Word fignifes, 
Levit. xxvi 40, 41. but hath the pleaſant directive 


Light of the Word and Will of Gov, "ſhining 
r of his Duty. —— 5. os 8k. | 


1431303 FF 


5. By this Means you ſhall find your Faith 
greatly confirmed in "the: Truth of the Serlp- 
cm_ FIN | | 3 


Tur — Confent; — beautiful 1 of 
all the Parts of the written Word, is a great Ar- 
ument of its Divinity; and this you will clear- 
diſcern, when by'a due Search you ſhall find 
Things that lie at the remoteſt Diſtance, to con- 


ſpire and conſent in one, and one Part caſting 
Light, as well as adding Strength to another. 
Thus you ſhall find the New Teſtament veiled 
in the Old, and the Old revealed in the New: 
And that ſuch a Conſent of Things, ſo diſtant in 
Time and Place, can never be the Project and In- 
vention of Man. 
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6. THe diligent and impartial Search and En- 
quiry after the Will of- Gop, out of no other 
Helen than to pleaſe Him in the whole Courſe of 
uties, will return to us for a N o 

the Integrity: and Siggerity of our. ene 


Thy Hurd (fd Daniel Y have ., "IF in my 
t that 1 might not Jin againſt Thee + And Gop 
will not bide his Will, from thoſe that thus ſeck 
to know it. If Men would apply themſelves to 
ſearch the Word by fervent — © and fixed Me- 
ditations, upon ſo pure a Delign, not bringing 


their prejudiced or prepoſſeſſed Minds unto it; 


ie. Spirit of the Loxn would guide them into all 
ruth, and kern.them, our of a and de- 


be rn 


1 e there is found i in many 


Perſons another evil Diſpoſition preparing them 
eaſily to receive erroneous Impreſſions; namely 
Inſtability and Fickleneſs of n and Un- 
fettledneſs of Mind Hove the Truth of the 


Wee, „ . 257 by I 18. if 


Or this. the "Apoſtle warns us, Eph. iy. 14 


Ther we henc efarth be no more Children teſſed to and 
ro, and carried about with every Wind of Degtrine, 


by the Sleight of Men, and cunning Craftineſi, where- 
by they lie in wait to decerve. None are ſo conſtant 
and ſteady in the Profeſſion of the Truth, as. thoſe 
"that are fully convinced of, and well ſatisfied with 
the Grounds of it. Eyery Profeſlor, . ev ery 
e eee den ger Ball 
Steadineſs of his own, 2 Pet. iii. CY 5 ready 
and prepared to render 2 Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in him, 1 Pet. iii. 15. able upon all . 
to give an Account of thoſe inward Motives which 
Conſtrained his Aﬀent to the Truth, 7 
E 
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His that proſeſſeth 4 Truth ignorantly, cannot 


8 ſuppoſed to We bs” If to it conſtantly. 


He that is but half convinced of a Truth, when 
he engages in the Profeſſion of it, mult needs be 
2 double- minded Man, as the Apoſtle calls him, 
am. i, 8. half the Mind hangs one Way, and 
alf another, and fo it is eaſily moved this Wa ay 


or that with the leaſt Breath or Temptation. And 
| hence it comes to paſs they are fo often at z Loſs 


about their Duty and their Practice; for à doubt- 
ful Mind muſt needs make 0 ny BRO and uncer- 
tain Practice. | a ere | 17 
ETV v R Teachers vi calle ate 
un r. JU xiii. which keep no certain Couſe 
the fixed Stars do, but are ſometimes nearer and 
ſometimes remoter one from another. Thus Er- 


roriſts firſt imbibe unſettling Opinions, and * 
diſcover them in their inconſt ant Practices, 110 


LY 82 

Ax angel 1 ent proceeds dk 
from Hypocri 2 eakneſs. Sometimes from 
Hypocriſy; all Hypocrites are double-minded 


Men: er, iv. 8. The double-minded Man (that is, 
the Hypocrite) is unſtable in all bis Ways. One 
of that Number was not aſhamed to ſay, „That 
he had two Souls in one Body, one for Gop, and 


another for whoſoever woul, Have i it,” 


 $oetiids Tiſtability of Mind is "oi Ea 


_ of Weakneſs, in the Judgment, proceegine 


merely'from Wagt of Age aud Growth. in Ch 
not having às yet attained Senſes Hesel 6 Ci 
cern both Gool and Evil ; they are but Children 
in Chrift, and Children are eaſy and credulohs 
2 — preſent? ＋ 7 Fall with a new Toy 3 
as foon as. We: ch a Wa yerin 
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unſtable Temper invites RD and. falls a an 
eaſy Prey into its Hands, 


1 coxxess. ſome Caſes may happen, 3 che 
Pretences on both Sides may be ſo fair, as to put 
a judicious. Chriſtian to a Stand which to chuſe; 
but, then their Deliberation will be anſwerable, 


and they will not change their Opinions every 


Month, as Scepricks do. Wherever Error finds 
ſuch a mutable Diſpoſition, its —_— half done 
before it makes one Aſſault. Ihe -headed 

lh. than 


Multitude have more Regard to 
How neceſlary 2 a eee due 
Rules and —— in, this Caſe! O what a 


Mercy would it be to the Profeſſors of theſe Days, 


to have their Minds fixed, and their Judgments 
ſettled in the Truths of Chriſt! Happy is that © Man 
whoſe Judgment is ſo guarded, that no dangerous 


Error or Hereſy can commit a Rape upon it. To 


this End I ſhall here commend the four following 


Rules to prevent. this en ne in the 


Heads of Chriſtians, 


1. Look. warily to it that you get a zeal er 


Implantation into Chri/t,, and lay the Foundation 
deep and firm in a due and ſerious Deliberation 


of Religion whenever you 1 in en _ 


Tran nel it. 1311 2110 ; | $5. Ti. 
| 0 this Senſe and ts 


ii. 
the 
in 
been taught. Fertility and Stability in Chriſt, a Pair 


| ORD,..ſo walk ye in Hum, rooted and built up 


of ineftimable Bleſſings, depend upon a good Root · 


ing of the Soul in Him at fuſt. He that net a 
Gi | * 


Apoltle's Words. Gn. 
{7-1 Ai you: have therefore received)Chriſt: Jeſus 


m, and abliſbed in the Faith, as you have 
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dead Stick into the Ground, may eaſily pull it u 
again, but ſo he cannot do by a Ape bg $12 
A Colour raiſed by violent Action, or a great Fire, 
ſoon dies away, but that which is natural or con- 
ſtitutional will hold. Every Thing is as its Foun- 
dation is. It was Want of a good Robot and due 
Depth of Earth which ſoon n the green Corn 
into dry e Aue en. N 7 wy 

% 2 | Wed 8 Ny 

2. Laus ae as invac experiment ly 
of thoſe: Tuche nn 2 un 4 

#1 * - , 

Tas will 8 your Minds Hank Wavers 

ing and Heſitation about the Certainty and Re- 

ality of them. We will not eaſily part with thoſe 

Truths which have ſenſibly ſhed a0 their ſweet 
Influences upon our Hearts. No Sophiſter can 
eaſily perſuade a Man that hath taſted the Sweet - 
neſs of Honey, that it is a bitter and unpleaſant 
Thing: * — er- . a Man out of 
his Senſes. | N 6 nt | . 

3. en Hard: cond any — for Sen. 

faction in the preſent Truths; 2 Pet. i. 12. T 

you may be ęſiabliſbed ® Ty waqsoy chnet, in the 

Truth that now is under Oppoſition and Controverſy. 
2 not er nc he 1 that lie in n preſent 

azards \ ; ine 41 1771 5 
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Fee Opinions Pry are more abſtract- 
ed from our preſent Intereſt, are no Trials of the 
Soundneſs.of our Judgments, and Integrity of our 
Hearts, as the Controverſies and Conflicts of 
preſent: Times are. Every Truth hath its Time 
to come upon the Stage and enter the Liſts, forms! N 
in one Age, and ſome in another; but Provi⸗-- 
dence ſeems to have caſt the Lot of your Nativit fa 
for the e, and Defence of thoſe ll 
w 


which Error is firuggling and conflicting in — 


Time. 


Les, Br throughly ſenſible of the Benegt and 
Good of Eftabliſhment, and of the Evil and Da 


r 


Be not carried away with divers and firien 
tines (ſaith the Apoſtle) for it it a good Thing that 
the Heart be eftabliſhed, Heb. xiii. * Eſtabliſhed 
Souls are the Honour of Truth. It was the Ho- 


the Heathens would ——— expreſs an Im- 
poſſibility," they uſed Ls fay, ** You may We $" ſoon 
ee turn 4 Chriſtian from 8756, 2s doe. 


. 32 Fickleneſs of Profeſſors is a Stumbling. 
block to the World. They will fay as Cato of 
the Civil Wars betwixt Cæſar and Pompey, e 
fagiam, video, quem ſepuar, non video : They kn 
whom to avoid, but not whom to follow. And 
as” the Honour 57 Truth, — the Flouriſhing of 

ur own Souls depend on it. A Tree often re- 

moved from one Soil to another, can never be ex- 
peQed to de fruitful, 1 it 1 well if it — 4 Shift 
to live. 


'» ANOTHER inward Cauſe diſpoſing Men to re- 
ceive erroneous Impreſſions, is an — 
Eagerneſs to ſnatch at any Doctrine or 3 
1 Eaſe to mne 

165 ar 4s 7-7 a7 » 7 SIZF44 17? 2 L279 

en — under Torrors: enk denot ah 
willing to liſten to any Phing that offers preſent 
Relief. Of all the Troubles in the World, * thoſe 
of the Conſcience are moſt intolerable.” And thoſe 
I tmat are in Pain are glad of Eaſe, and readily catch 
=_ ar any Thing cat ſeems to offer it, E 
Ii 'T 1s 
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nour of Religion in the primitive Days, that when 
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Vent in the World for his Penances, Pilgrimages 
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Inis ſeems; to be the Thing which led thoſe 
poor diſtreſſed Wretches, intimated Micah vi. 6. 
into their groſs Miſtakes about the Method of the 
Remiſſion of their Sins. i berewith ſball I came 
before the LoRD; and bet myſelf before | the bigh 

op? Shall I come before Him with Burnt -Qffer- 


| ings, with Calves of a Year old? Will the Lord 


ſands of Carte, Ott 501 give: my Firſi- born 
for my. Tranſgrefſn, dhe Fruit of my Body for the 
Sin of my Soul # They were ready to purchaſe, in- 
ward Peace, and buy their Pardon; at any Rate: 
Nothing but the Pangs of Conſcience could have 
extorted theſe Things from them. Great is the 
Efficacy and Torment of a guilty Conſcience. 


SATAN, who feels more of this. in bimſelf than 


any other Creature in the World, and knows how 


teady poor ignorant, but diſtreſſed Sinners are to 
catch at any Thing thas looks like Eaſe or Com- 
fort, and being jealous what theſe I roubles, 

Conſcience may iſſue in, prepares for them Juct 
erroneous Doctrines and Opinions under the Names 


which they ſeel ſome. preſent Eaſe, but their Dul- 


eaſe is thereby made fo much the more incurable., 
IT is upon this Account he hath ſound ſuch 


and Indulgences among the Papiſts. But ſeeing 
this Ware will not go off among the more enlight - 
ned Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, he changeth his 
Hand, and fitteth other Doſes under other Names, 
to quiet ſick and diſtreſſed Souls, before ever their 


Frights of Conſcience come to ſettle into true Re- 


been Faith in the Blook 2 Cs 
reſſing up and preſenting to them ſuch Opinions 
as theſe, via. That the Covenant of fan 
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all Reſpects abſolute, and is made to Sinners as 


Sinners, without any Regard to their Faith or 
Repentance; and whatever Mus there be in chem, 
Gos ſees mem vo. © LG 


Ss 


nee — ins aka 1 


earneſtly doth the Ear of a diſtreſſed Conſcience 
liſten ? How greedily doth it ſuck in ſuch pleafi 
Words? Are all Sins that are pardoned; pa ron 


before they are committed ? And does th” _ 


nant of Grace require neither Repentance nor 
Faith antecedently to the Application of the Pro- 
Miſes ? How groundlefs then ate all my Fears and 
Troubles? This, Rke a Doſe of Opium, quiets, 
or rather ſtupiſies the ragi Conſcience: For even 
an Error in Judgment, till it be detected and diſ- 
covered to be fo, quiets the Heart, as well as 
Principles of Truth ; but whenever the Fallacy 
ſhall be detected, whether bere or hereaſter, the 
Anguiſh of Conſcience muſt _ incteaſed,” or | 
W e ee left liens." aka. - 


To prevent and cure this Miſtake 4 in — Soul, 
dy which it is fitted and prepared to catch any 
erroneous Principle (which is but plauſible) for its 
prefent Relief and Eaſe, I ſhall deſire my Reader 


ſeriouſly to ponder and conſider the ene | 


Queries vpon'this Caſe: ela bow $6 


1. Wurz run by the Vote of wins —— 


tional World, a good Trouble be not better than 


a a falſe Peace ? Preſent Eaſe'is defirable, but eter- 


| Carinot conſiſt under the preſent Circumſtances of 


—— — 


n 


nal Safety is much more ſo: And if theſe two 


the Soul, Whether it be not better to endure for 
a Time theſe painful Pangs, than feel more acute 
and eternal ones, by quieting Conſcience wo 


Ir 
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Ir is bad to lie toſſing a few Days under a la - 
borious Fever; but fat worſe to have that Fever 
turned into à Lethargy or Apoplexy. Erroneous 
Principles may rid the Soul of its preſent Pain, and 
eternal Hopes and Safety together. Acute Pains 
are better than a ſenſeleſs Stupidity. Though the 


preſent Rage of Conſcience be not a right and 


kindly Conviction, yet it may lead to it, and ter- 
minate in Faith and Union with Chrit at laſt, if 
datan do not this Way practiſe e it, and 
quench it before its Time. x 


2. Ba TMA yourſelves ſeriouſly, Whether 
Troubles, ſo quieted and laid aſleep, will not re- 


vive and turn again upon thee with a double 


Force, as ſoon as the Virtue of the Drug (I mean 
the erroneous Frinciple) hath ſpent itſel ? 


Tas Efficacy. of Truth is eternal, and: will 
maintain the Peace it gives for ever; but all De- 
luſions muſt vaniſh, and the Troubles which they 


dammed up for a 1 day; break out with A e 


F - E | 1 * i '> 5 6) . ** 51 Fr tf 1 
Ol ce. # 3 # & — 1 4 , . , 1 


3 ate the Crate of ned Troubles by 2915 


roneous 2 I lament the Caſe of blinded 
Papiſts, who, >» Pilgrimages, and Offerings to 
1 


the Shrines of Fitular — attempt the Cure of 
2 leſſer Sin by committin eater. Is it becauſe 
there is not à God in asl who is able in due 
Seaſon to paciſy Conſcience with proper and dura- 
ble Goſpel- Remedies, that we ſuffer our Troubles 


thus to precipitate us into the Snares of Satan lor 


ne Sake — — M93, 1A 


3 — the Seriptures, and enquire MOTO 
Gop's People, who have lain long under ſharp _. 
. Terrors, have not at laſt found erden 
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and inward Peace by thoſe very Methods which 
the Principles that quiet you do utterly exclude ? 


18% WA” he COTE LOOT | 
I you will fetch your Peace from a groundleſs 
Notion; that you. may bh boldly and confi- 
Kentiy to yourſelves the» chojceſt Promiſes in the 
| Goſpel, "without any; Regard to Faith or Repent- 
- ance, wrought by the Spirit in your Souls: I am 
ſure holy David took another Courſe for the Set- 
tlement of his Conſcience, P/. li. 6, 7, 8, , 10. 

And ĩt hath been the conſtant Practice of the Saints 
in all Ages, to clear their Title to the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Cbniſt wrought- without them, by the 
Works of his Spirit wrought within tbem. 


5 2 18 1 FE as 2-4 4.4 
Tr next evil iT n in the Mind, preparing 
and diſpoſing it ſon Error, is an eaſy Credulity, or 
ſequacious a in Men, rendering them apt 
to receive Things upon Truſt, without due and 
horough Examination of the Grounds and Rea-  , 


- — r 4 * 


* 


4 SS £2 2 
8 ſons of them. | * [5.5 "FD 6& 


Y \ 26 SIT 


road”) acdens hun 1 notes or 27 
4 i Diſpoſition fitted to receive any Im- 0 
preflion Seducers pleaſe to make upon them: They BW « 
are ſaid to deceive the Hearts of the Simple, axazz,  « 
i. e. credulous, but well-meaning People that ſuſ- MW 
bed de Harm! It is aid,” Prov, xiv.. 15. 
Simple believeth every It rd. Thro' this Floodgate 

what a Multitude of Errors in Popery have over- 
_ flowed the People! They are told, they are not 
able to jud e went, but muſt take the 
Matters of their Salvation upon Truſt from their 
Spiritual Guides; and To the filly People are eafily 

ſeduced, and made eaſily receptive of the groff 
Abſurdities their ignorant Leaders pleaſe to impoſe 
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And it were to be wiſhed that thoſe two Points, 
the dumb Services of their Minifters, and the 
blind Obedience of the People, had ſtayed within 


the Popiſh Confine. But, alas! how many ſimple 
Proteſtants' are there, who' may be faid to 
their Brain in other Mes Heads?" and like filly 
Sheep follow the next in the Tract bef e 
eſpecially if their Leaders have but Wit and Art 
noun to hide their Errors "under ſpecious and 
plauſible Pretences. How many poifonous Dru 
hath Satan put off under the 1 51 ex Titles of 22 
quity, or Zeal for Gop ? How natural is it for 
en to follow in the Fract, and be tenacious of 
the Principles and Practices of their dr gina | 
Multitudes ſeem to hold their Opinions by an he- 
reditary Right, as if their Faith eſcendec to them 
the ſame Way their Effates do. 

Tux Emperor of Morocco rol kin 4 re b Fin- 
baſſador, „ That he had lately read St. Paul's E- 
« piſtles ; and truly (ſaid he) were I now to chuſe 
my Religion, I Be embrace Chriſtianity be 
„fore any Religion in the World; but every 
* Man ought to die in that Religion he received 
« from his Anceſtors,” eee * 


Tat Remedies and Privetion} in this Cate are 
ſuct. 28 follow : o En 


2114 % bo- rale 
1. Ir is beneath a Mi to Hatch 3h any Opinion 
to be his own, whillt the Grounds and Rea ons of 


it are in other Mens keeping, and ee un- 
known to himſelf Near 


Ir a Man may tell Geld "en is Fiche, ten 
fure he may and ought to try and examine Doc- 


trines and Points Faith after him. We ate 
commanded to be ready to give an Account of the 
Vor. XLIV. 
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Hope that is in us, and not to ſay, this or that is 
my Judgment or Opinion, but let others give an 
Account of the Ground and Barter of it, ri 


I CONFESS, if "Wi that leads: me into an Error 
were alone expoſed to the Hazard, and I quit and 
free, whatever become of bim, it were quite an- 


other Thing. But when our Saviour tells us, 


Mart. xv. 14. that 4th (i. e. the Follower as well 
as the Leader) /ba!l . into the Diteb; at my Peril 
be it if I follow without Eyes of my on. Ihat is 
but a weak Building that is ſhored up by a Prop 
from a Neighbour's Wall. How many Men have 
ruined their Eſtates by Suretiſhip for others? But 
of all Suretiſhips none ſo dangerous as, ſpiritual 
Suretiſhip. . We neither ought (as a late Wor- 
<« thy ſpeaks) to def the Judgment of the weakeſt, 
© nor on the other Side to deify the Judgment of 
<« the ſtrongeſt Chriſtian.” He that pins his Faith 
upon another Man's 18 80 ene no 1 


e e W . 


2. As ven t r to alete your Chwidise 
Privilege and Liberty to try all Things, ſo neither 


on the other Side to underralue or part with it, 


See the Things chat ſo much e concern yore eternal 
Peace with yu own: Eyes. N e 1; 


© 10 f you — this {Yon is © abuſed by 


extending it too far; and under the Notion of 


proving all Things, many embolden themſelves 

to innovate and entertain any Thigg yet beware 
of bartering ſuch a precious Privilege for! the 
faireſt Promiſes others can make in Lieu of it. 1 


would not flight nor undervalue the Piety and 


Learning of others, nor 7 put out my o Eyes 
8 ein d bee od ei 
JUL % "7 id 3 B- 
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3. Berort you adventure to efpouſe the Opi- 
nions of others, —— obſerve the Fruits and 
Conſequences of thoſe Opinions in the Lives of 
the zealous Abettors and Propagators of them: 
By their Fruits (faith Chrift) ye ſhall know'them. 


Wk x the Opinion or Doctrine naturally tends 
to'Looſeneſs, or when it fucks and draws away 
all a Man's Zeal to maintain and diffuſe it, and 
practical Religion thereby viſibly languiſhes in 
their Converſations, it is Time for you to make a 
Pauſe, before you advance one Step farther to- 


Tux next evil Diſpoſition that T ſhall note, is 
a vain Curzoſity, or an itching Deſire to pty into 
Things unre vealed, at leaſt above our Ability to 
ſearch out and diſco ver. £ 


; 


£ 


14 


IT is an Obſervation as true as ancient, Pruri - 
tu: aurium ſcabies Eccleſiæ, Itching, Ears come to 8 
Scab upon the Face of the Church. The Itch of 
Novelty produceth the Scab of Error. Of this 
Diſeaſe the Apoſtle warns us; 1 Tim. iv. 3. For 
the Time will come, when they ſbaii not endure | found 


Doctrine; but after their own' Luſt Hall they _ 


to themſelves Teachers, "having itebing Ears. 

thing will pleaſe them but new Notions, and new 
Modes of Language and” Method, Tone and 
Geſture,” r Bo? # woithoarge 
Sim mnyBodins vim on I VOIR 
Soup Doctrine is the only ſubſtantial and ſo- 
ld Food that nouriſhes and ſtrengthens the Heart 
of real Chriſtians: But vain Sceftichs nauſeate 
and deſpiſe this as trite, vulgar, cheap and low. 
ues: Their unſettled Brains muſt be wheeled 


* r* 
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-about, with divers and ftronge Doctrines, Heb, 

| ill. 9. Novelty and Variety are the only Proper- 
ties that commend Dactrines to wanton Palates, 
Hence it is. they ſo boldly ws mee oe thay 
have not ſeen, Col. ii. 18. 


Tus Schoolmen have filled the World with 2 
thouſand ungrounded Fancies, as the diſtinct Of. 
7 and Orders of Angels ; and higber Flights 
LA * n hich = Bate be invented 
no other or: Uſe, but to Ng 
regs the Curious. oh ” 
Yi 903 0311 2bnstu 
d1  TekRd:is not only — rabthrites Geneths, 
Scerunh 8. Wild ard dating Raſhneſs of Attrolo- 
Ws preſuming to ſoretel Futurities, and the 
of. Kingdoms, as well as particular Perſons, 
from the Conjunction and Influences of the Stars; 
but there is alſo found as bigh a Preſumption and 
 Baldacſs among Men in MONET of aer 


0 


4 
TIEN 13 „ Ann 11 43 134 +++ 


TN is well awareof.. this Humour is 
Men, and how: exceeding ſerviceable it is to bis 
Deſian; and therefore — — the very Knack oi 
Dre and. pleaſing 4itching Ears with taking 
ies, mod is nevet wanting to feed their Minds 
with * Variety, and freſh Succeſſion of 


1 ns are ſtill invented and mint- 
„ 1 Mew. were once cured of this, { — 
| lich, and their. Minds reduced to that 

# and Sobriety, as to be ———— camth, we 
| op for the plain revealed Truths of the Gol- 
1 el; Stan would. drive but a, poor Trade, and 


708 dut few Cuſtomers ene Novel 
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of Mental Errors." was 
Tus proper Remedies to cure this Itch after 
Novelty, or IN —— of- tien ate, 
1. Dun Recollection e e citanifols Mic 
chiefs that have entered into the World this * 


: | IT was this. Curioſity and Deſire to know, u 
overthrew our firſt Parents, Gen iii. 6. Mun the 
Woman” ſuu that the Tres wit for Hod, and 

that it was to the Eyer, and a Tris to be - 
fired to made ane vviſe ſhe'teok of the Fruit there. 
The very ſame Way by which he let ja the 

Error, he hath let Thouſands into the World — 
that Day. Nothing is more common in the 

World, than fot an old Error to obtain afreſh 

under the Name of new Light. Satan hath the 

very Art of ſhaping ſtale Errors after che Mode of 
the preſent Times, and make them eurrent and 
pally as new Diſcoveries and rare Novelties | 
{4 22 314a1% (11201 nt enn 
Tan bo puts off Libertinifin, the old Sia: of 
the World, under the Title of Chriſtian Libert 

What a Troop of Pagan idolatrous Ri — & 

this Means introduced among the Papiſts . A 0 
Part of Popery is hut Etbnicſſmus rediviuns, 

ideniſm revived, The Pagans — Ae 

was revived under the Title of Pope The Gentiles 

Luſtrations, in the Popiſſi Hei Water. Their 

Novuendiale ſacrum, or Sacrifice nine Days afterthe 

Burial of the Party, in the Popiſh/Malles. for the 

Dead Their! Aloarium Fratrumy-in Cloiſters of 

Monks and Friars.» Their Enchanters; gin Popiſh 
Exoreiſts- Their Afta; in Popith' Sunctasriks. 

Wien Multitudes more of Pagan Rites : quitel aut 
of Date in Chriſtendom, introduced agaim under 
new Names in Popery; as was N 

2. ang — All. _ * 
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ple to ſrek their Salvation, or ſpiritual Subſi 


Jeſus 
| +; Phe 
=== bo be underood; — 


wich Flowers, and curious Figu 


dai in its primitive Perſection almoſt 


from its Exerciſes and E 
the Nleaſures of Senſe. And 
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. Bt fatisfied- that Gop bath not leſt his Peg. 


ſtence, 
among curious, abſtruſe and doubtful Notions; 
dut in the ſolid, and revealed Truths 
of the Goſpel. Jahn xvii. 3. Thi r. is Life eternal, 
that. ! — Thee the 0 ob, and 
\ whom: Thaw: bajt: . 4 al . 


$}49Þ 2! 31 bas 22101 Hd: . Tx *K 
3. Vain Curioſity is a — 
By tuch Trifles 28 "hel, he devours our Time, 
eats: up — And divert nr, Minds from 
Buſineſs of Re- 
— 2 we ———— in theſe 
„ but barren Contemplations, - Work, 
— ork, Y — lie by negletted. 
Whit lens employed in .garniſhing the Diſn 
res, the cunning 
Chat takes away. . rumen ſub- 


laſt by. ENG 374% 101 lng * #49; x} * 2 nr 
z noi ut Noqu zud anon 9119410} 15 


nis and A of: — Neo, is 
another evil Diſpoſition, moulding and preparing 
the Mind for Erro. When Men are once con- 
ceited of the Strength and Perſpicacity of their own 
Reaſon, Nothing is more uſual than for ſuch Men 
to run mad with Reaſon into a thouſand Miſtakes 


F and Ervors.. 734 2210s unus to tic 


Daa 
Raaton indeed is the Excellency of 
| Many! —— — earthly-Creatures, 


The Pleaſures which reſult 
ts, tranſcend all 
the Reaſon of 
— rony Proper aro men pane" 
- rok yet itſelf to be at 2 


him with 


TM AFFECTED 


» HW cis K.. 4+ 20570 © 


IE" = 
as eber; and with when his Locks were 
ſhorn, goes forth as before: time, deing- neither] 
ſenſible of his own Weakneſs, nor of the myſteri- 
. Wr DP 41s 9 of Scripture. ni 20 
Nan ©. ix nad Also ad 0 
— coeds Gaia by the Inſfitutiom anch 
Iaw of Nature, in civil and natural: Affairs: 1649. 
the Standard at which we! weigh them t It is an- 
Home. born Judge and King in the Soul. Faith 
comes in as 4 Stranger to Nature, and fo it is dealt 


with, erm as an Intruder into Reaſon's Province, 


juſt as the Sadamites dealt with Lr. It refuſeth to 

be an Undetling to Faith. Out of this Arrogancy 

of carnal Reaſon, as from Pandoras Box, Swarms 

4 „ the Won. Ogi 
Ws ene 90 57100 noned 16d „HAI 

Be this Means ac was firſt ſtarted, rene” 

hath ſince — lool upon it xs 


2 ridiculous and unaccountable Thing to Reaſon, 


that the Son ſhould be co- equal and cos eternal with 
the Father; that Gop ſhould forgive Sins freely, 
_ yet forgive none but upon full Satisfaction; 
Lhrift ſhould, make „ 
— — yet be the 1 and ſo 
make Sarifadtion bs Himſolf: 
the like Stamp. 1% bag dann 5 TR to 59% 
A aa 200 = * Nn A 50 Mads 
Ta — ahead and prevent the 
Miſchief of carnal Reaſonings, let us be con- 
vinced, 
% yanoll2okd3 406d i at baba ue 
1. Tur it is the Wall of Gon, that Reaſon 
in all Believers ſhould reſign to Faith, and all Ra» 
tiocination ſubmit to Revelation. a hi. dig 


Ie baz zinc i boe eliovtd int mon 


Rua is A be than — 


preſumes to aibitrate Matters 
3 :Reaſon' 8 proper) 


to Edith 
— _ 
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the Feet of Faith, and inſtead of ſearching the ſe- 
 eret- Grounds and Reaſons, to adore and admire 
the great and unſearchable Myſteries of the Goſpel. 
None of God's Works are unreaſonable, but ma- 
ny of them are above Reaſon. It Was as truhy 25 
ingenuouſly ſaid hy one: Never doth Reaſon 
s {hewidelf more rraſonable, than when it ceaſeth 
to reaſon about Things that ate above Reaſon.” 
¶ here in abe Iſaſe liſtere is the Scribe ® Thhere is 
the Diſputer of this Hiarld? Horb Het. Gon made 
fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World? For that, in 
the N iſdam of Gon, 'the World by Mliſdom knew not 
Gop, it pleaſed Gon by the Foalifhneſs of Preaching 
to ſave them that believe, 1 Cor. i. 20, 21. It is not 
Reaſon, hut Faith that muſt ſave us. 7105 11 
£9H do eat A aid easbe uni oll u 10d if 
„Tur Wiclom of Gon in the Goſpel, iis 1 
Aan in a Myſtery, even bidden Wiſdom, which Gop 
9 the Morlad unto: our Glary, 1 Cor. 
. 5 74 Such Wiſdom as the moſt Eagle- eyed Phi- 
loſophers of the World underſtood not. Eye bath 
not ſæan, nor Ear heard, nii ther — ate ghs 
Heart of: Man the Things which Gon bath prepared 
for them*that dove Him; But —— .Fevealed 
' them to us by his Spirit, 0 Verſes , 10. 
of 93:3 9100 ach agosto les lan! 
2. B convinced of — Weakneſs and deep 
Corruption of natural Reaſon, and this will reſtrain 
its Arrogance, and make it modeſt and wary,. - - 


- 1:4. CONYINCED and! renewed Soul is conſcious 
del ol, us;ownrWeaknets and Blindneſs, and 
_ therefore: dares hot — wu into the Arcana 

Cui, nor ſummon the en to its Bar. It 
fads iffelf poſed by 2 ſteries of ae Jae — 
ſberefore concludes an incompetent 
— of Faith... dun n: A e 
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Tre Arrogancy of Reaſon is the Sin 
of the Unregenerate, though it be a Diſeaſe with 
which the Regenerate themſelves are infected. 
When Conviction ſhall do its Work upon the Souly 
the Plumes of ſpiritual Pride quickly fall; and it 

ſaith with Feb; Once I have. ſpoken, but Twill pan 

no more; yea, twice, but Twill proceed no further; 
g. d. I have done, Father, I have done; I havs 

be — Things that I under fla nt, Job 1 7 
l Spiritual Illumination cures' us panes (ge * 


* 4 Gnoiwnh the manifold Miſchiefs and Evil 
PE die ane, ene M A 
Seas 1.04 IJ: h TOW en K 
« Ir doth ps only fill the World A mee 
Diſtractions; but it alſo invades the Rights of Hea- 
yen, and caſts a vile Reflection upen-the Wiſdom, 
Sovereignty and Veraciy of Gop: It hiſts up it- 
ſelf againſt his Wiſdom, not that the 
Fooliſhneſs of God 35 yoo —.— 1 Cor. i. 25. 
It ſpurns at his gnty, not conſider · 
ing chat He giveth. ns e bis Matters,” Job 
XXXil). 13. It queſtions bis VNeracity, in 
ane Ee en. theſe Things$6?" 4 & 
V „Dieren LAG 35%) 18 Lk d anal 
Tux laſt evil Diſpoſition 1 wall here take No- 
tice of, is raſh and ignotant Zeut; à Temper pre- 
pariug the Mind both to propagate furiouſly, and 
receive eaſily erroneous DoQrines end:Opinients. 2 


mer there is in the Soul anors Heat than Light 
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nene 
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Heart is eraceleſs, a3: well as the 
weak... A blind Horſe of an high Mettle wilt 
the Rider into any Pit, and venture over th 
dangerous Precipices. 
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barbarous Nations, to draw them to the 'Romr/h 
Frrori Of the ſame Temper were the falſe 


in the 
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Sucn were the ſuperſtitious Few!/b" Zealdts, 
they had a Zeal for Gop, but not according to 
Knowledge. This blind Zeal, St. Paul charges 


juſtly upon the Ferwih Bigots, 5 x. 2. as the 


proper Cauſe of their dangerous Errors about the 
great Point of Juſtifſeation: And ſurely no Man 
underſtood the Evil of it more than he, who in his 
unregenerate State was tranſported by it to the 
moſt furious Perſecution of the Saints; and even to 


Duotage, and extreme Fondneſs upon the erroneous 


un of his Fathers, Gal. i. 14 


N 


erroneous Conſcience offers up the Blood of the 
Saints to the Glory of Gop. The blind, but 'zea- 


| lous Phariſces world compaſs Sed and Land to mate 


one Proſeiyte, Matt. xxiii. 15. as our modern Pha- 
riſees, the Feſwits, have ſince done, who have 
mingled themſelves with the remoteſt and mot 


Teachers taxed by the Apeſtſe, Gat. iv. 17. they 
zealoufly” afler you,” bit not tuell; hes, they 2 
exclude you (viz. rr our Society a and 4 1m" Ne 
that you might affect them. 811 are A 5 3 
eee t & i 128644392 1206-4 7:40 1,013 
Meyer by which 82 
"Errors; fo it makes a fie Temper 
of the People to receive them. For 
by this Means Error gains the Poſſe ſñion of the Afﬀ- 
ſections, without Pasing 
by the Underſtunding, —— — ains the Soul by 
the Advantage of a Si fror cares not to 
endure the due —ͤ— of Reaſon,” and there- 
fore ſeeks to gain by Surprizal,” what" it 2 of 
ever ate by a plain a | 0 


75 Aud as it is the 
fan 


> Bi id Teal is a Sword ina Madman's Hand: 
No Perſecutor like a conſcientious one, whoſe 


2 . r 


2 previous vious and due Feſt 
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7 Tux beſt Defenſatives againſt erroneous Conta- {1 
o gions in this Cale, are wn be ue — — | = 
g aeg N 50 vat 
e og 0 Ann 
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95 ReFLaCT Griculy and fadly upon. the mani: 
fold/ Miſchieſs occaſioned n and in N 
Agey ba * Wen. by ralb Beyb i -{ huottrobay 
e ' 5 1311 708360 
0 Nera Church: Hillories,: — — hall find, 
8 th at ſcarce any . cruel Perſecution hath flamed in 
the World, which hath not been kindled by blind 
Zeal. Turn over all the Records, both of Pagan 
and Popiſh Perſecutions, and you ſhall ſtill find 
theſe two Obſervations. — — and verified: 
(i.) That ignorant Zeal hath kindled the Fires of 
Perſecution: And, (2. „ That the mote zealous 
any have been for the Ways of Error, ſtill the 
more implacably fierce they have been to the ſincere 
Servants of GOD. None like a ſuperſtitious De- 
deto to manage the Devil's Wotk of Perſecution 
throughly, and to Purpoſe, They will ruſh vio- 
leatly and head- long into the Blood of their deareſt 
Relations, to whoſe Sides the Devil ſets this ſharp” 
Spur. Superſtitious Zeal draws. alli the — 4 
and Power of the Soul into that one Deſignu ; and 
Woe to him that ſtands in the Way of Gl a Man, 
if Goo . not betwixt him and the Stroke. 
Nom: As Frog _ if thy Judgment, be 
weak, and thy Affections warm, how. much thou 
lieſt expaſed, not only to Errots which may ruin: 
thyſelf, but alſo to. Perſecution, wherein Satan 
may manage thy Zeal for the Iajury or Ruin of 
thoſe that are — thyſelf: And withall con- 
ſider, how many dreadful hreatni ngs are ſound 
in Scripture agaluſt the Inſtruments oi ER 
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CERTAINLY, it were better for thee to ſtand 
with thy naked Breaſt before the Mouth of a dif- 
Charging Cannon, than that thy Soul ſhould ſtand 
under this Guilt, before ſuch a Scripture-Threat- 
ning 28 that, © Pſalm vii. 13. He bath alſo prepared 


"for im the Infirunents of: Death ;- He ordameth bi; 
* Arrows again the enters. And none more 


5 me ſuch, than thoſe of thine own 
* "Temper, eſpecially if Grace be wanting in the 
© Heart, whilft Zeal tor ne Princip x 
3 the AﬀeRtions: 
iini | 
nA 'Convivan what Miſchief Zeal . * 
1 r 25 well Ar | 
i DIRT Ci D; 
Ar. will wholl d thy Time, Thought 
_ Strength; ſo that if there be any gracious 


3 Principle i in thee, it ſhall not be able to thrive and 


: For as a Fever takes off the natural Appe- 
tite from Food, fo will erroneous Zeal take off 
thy ſpiritual Appetite from Meditation, Prayer, 
| Heart. Examination, and all other the moſt ne- 
and nouriſhing Duties of Religion, by — 

ſon rn eres th 


Wu thy Soul, with David's, Mould be filled 

as with — and Fatneſs, by delightful Medi- 
tations of Gop upon thy Bed, thou wile be rolling 
in thy Mind thy barren and inſipid NE which 
yield no Food or ſpiritual Strength to thy Soul; 
_ thou wilt lie muſing how to reſolve the*Arguments 
and Objections againſt thine Errors, when thou 
ſhouldft rather be employed in ſolving the juſt and 


_ weighty Objections that lie againſt thy Intereſt in 
I»: _ . which were Time far better proved. 


1 in 


tk Conspen few: baneful this ĩnordinate Zeal 
Is been to Chriſtian Society, lamentably _— 


We Mental Errors. 2 5 3 


and almoſt. diſſolving, it every-where, to the un- 
ſpeakable Detriment of the Churches. {7 23; 


Tas: 2 


at- kth read, Mal. iii. "AY of a bleſſed FELL -— 
7 e e pale often one to angther, 
1 the RD hearkened and: heard it, and a, Book 
hs of Reniembrance was written before Him, or them 
„ hot feared the Lon p, du theughtuper bis Name. 
"at O happy Time! Halcyon. 2 I mj ſelf remem- 
ber the Time when the Zeal of the Saints ſpent 
elf in provoking one another to Love and good 
Works, in joint and fervent Prayer, in inward, 
1 1 and edifying Communion ; my 
bath them ſtill in Remembrance, - and.is.caft down 
within me; for alas l how do I, ſee: every-where 
Chriſtian Communion turned into vain Janglings ? 
Churches and Families into mere Cock. pits ? Mens 
Diſcourſin falling as naturally into Contentions 
about Trifles;: as they were wont to do into hea- 


us 
nd 
75 venly and capetiwental-Subjefts, to the a e A 
er, 
e- 
a 


N and Darts of N 


472 Taar ft juſtly ta — ſuſp Qed. for 
erroneous, which comes in at the Po — 
of the Affections; and not openly and fairly at 

8 the right Gate of an enlightned oY well- atificd 
; Judgment. It is a Thi n in at the 
4 Back- Door, at Ieaſt ſtrongly to be ſuſpected for one. 
? Truth courts the Miftr hides its firſt and fair 
W 3x Addreſſes to the Underftanding. - Error bribes the 
4 Handmaid,/ and labors firſt to win the Aﬀections, 
that «by thei Inuence hh N wen iy, Jade 


| 5s £3 5 


914 


0 F | And thus gen ſee, $452 the cen Oe 
ſion, wiz. God's Permiſſion of Errors in the 
World, for the Trial of his ac nine — i 

11 Vous XIIV./ TE | 
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| Cauſes of Errors found in the evil Diſpoſitions of 


D 


en, which prepare them to receive erroneous 
octr ines, iz. 


i A. WRANGLING Wc at the es 
Ft _Obſcurity of Oe. 5 


2. Tun Abuſe of chat Chriftian Libr par 
e by: . | 


025 SL OTHFULNESS in arching te whole 


# Ficxtavs a and tail of f Judgment. 


* * 1 1 * 


* Al Conſcience.” 7 | 


6. A* eaſy Credulity i in. followin, 5.5 Ju 
3 ments and Examples of others, . : . i 


. . Va IN Pee, and prying | into ner 


54} ont e o, i ebu) | N 


ee upon yoo. Sie dig 11 we" ; 
Ws come next to conſider the principal impul 

— Cauſe of Errors, which is Satan working up 

b ges Matter be finds in the corrupt Na 
tore 6f MA... teeneo con vo) 
enοο n ludu) edi bne ASmuodnid d 12 Rio 
SAN is Lyar from the Beginning, and 
abode not in the Truth: He hates it with a deadly 
Hatred, and all the Children and Friends of Truth. 
And this Hatred he manifeſteth ſometimes by raiſ- 
n Perſecution againſt the fin- 
c ere 


— 1 


c.c- »,C © a. mw —» tw = i= © &Q .,. » © 
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of 


ur- 
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cere Profeſſors of it, Rev. iii. r0. and ſometimes 
by Clouds of Herefies and Errors, with Deſign to 
darken it, In the former he acts as a roaring Ly- 
on; in the latter as a ſubtle Serpent, 2 Cor, xi, 3. 
I fear left as the Serpent beguiled Eve through his 
Subtilty ; ſo your Minds ſhould be corrupted from the 
Simplicity that 15 in Chriſt. 10 5210 1 3 2 8 8 


HE is — ſkilful and\dexterous in citing 
and wreſting the Scriptures to ſerve his vile De- 
ſigns ; and as impudently daring, as he is crafty 
and cunning ; as appears in the Hiſtory of Chri/?'s 
Temptation in the Deſart, Matt. iv. b. where he 
cites one Part of that Promiſe, Pal.” xci. 11. 
and ſuppreſſeth the reſt; ſhows the Encourage- 
ment, vis. He Jhall give his Angels Charge over 
Thee; but clips off the Limitation of it, viz. 0 
leep thee in all thy Ways: In viis, non in præcipi- 
tits, In our lawful Ways, not in-raſh and dange- 


| rous Precipices ; as Bernard well gloſſeth: 


AnD it is worth Obſervation, that he intro- 
duceth Multitudes of Errors into the World, un- 
der the unſuſpected Notions of approved Preſer- 
vatives from all Miſchiefs and Dangers og him - 
felt... Yale ths Netiene: be hath, neatly, and co- 
vertly flided into the World, Help water, Croffings, 
Religues of Saints, and almoſt innumerable other 
ſuperſtitions Riders bib en anon 30 


25: AHA Moo ef GHOAW tf 011,23 1 SIUSH FE 

Enkongous Teachers are the Miniſters of Sa. 
tan, however they transform themſelves into Mi- 
niſters of Righteouſneſs, and the ſubtil dangerous 
Errors they broach, are fitly ſtiled by the Spirit of 
GOD, v Se 74 Lale, the Depths 4 Satan, Rev, 
ü. 24. The corrupt Teachers, the Gne/ichs, &. 


called, them Depcha, i. 4. great Myſterics,, high 
and ee Ne in Knowledge; * 
| 85 2 
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the Spirit of Gop fits a very proper Epithet to 


them, 5. id are Satanical Depths, and Myſteries 


of Iniquity. Now the' Devgn of Satan herein is 
double: 5 A 
Hirn, He Ant ür b "EY and Daminafich of 
thoſe that vent and propagate them; upon which 
Account the Apoſtle calls them, 2 Pet. i ii. 2. de- 
ſtructive, or fab, we render it damnable Hereſies. 
And becauſe Gop' will preſerve the Souls of his 
own from this mortal Contagion, therefore, 
Sechnuh, Hx endeavours by „ Errors to bu- 
fy the Minds, and N Growth of Grate i 
ie Souls of the Saints, by employin Ad abo Got 
Things fo wa to true edn, the Pow- 
er thereof. 
S > HE Rules bor Pavebrngha' nd a Recor, a 
theſe that folfow : J 
N a/ or ViorughCHluh : of if 
State and Temptt of 2 Soul, rt found Conver-, 


fon and Regeneration. ward bs 
ConveRon turns us from D. bees. Lig 
and from the Power of Satan to "hey are 
His own Slaves and Vaffaltz that are't; ee 
by Him at His Will. A ſanctiſted Heart is 2 85 
vereign Defenfative a againſt erroneous Doctrines; 
it furniſhes" the Sou] with fpiritual. judiici- 
ous Ears, and a diſtingufſbin Ka... | Ach it 
miy di Kern both Good and ru and Ek. 
ror ; yea, it puts the Soul at ne under the Con- 
duct of the Spirit, and Protection of the Promiſe, 


oh; * xvi. 13. and though this doth got ſecure a ; 
an from al ur yer it effectually ſe- 
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of Mental Errors. 2 157 
cures him. from thoſe greater ones, which, are in- 
conſiſtent with Salvation. 


IK F „ * 2 1 : . P 


1. AcCQUAINT e with the Wiles 440 
Methods of aer ol be not ignorant of his De- 


vices, 


EAA 1 2 16 1s 1609 4 Jod: 


* Wazx once you underſtand the] Paint with, 


which he ſets off the ugly Face rror, you. 
will not eaſily be the Otero with 1. eh 
of Devotion upon one Side, and or Purity, Zeal, 
and Reformation upon the other; are pl 
Sounds to both Ears; z vet the Wary Soul wil ex- 
amine, before it receive, Doctrinal Points under 
theſe gilded Titl tles. Thoſe that have made their 


ne vj einer £9v 5 137 


OSS ata upon the Stratagems of Satan, it. 
heedfully obſerve both the Tendency of Doctrines, 
and the Lives of their Teachers ; 1. and if they find 
Looſeneſs, Pride, Wantonneſs in them, it is not 
a glorious Title, or magnificent Name that 1 
charm them. They know Se . tra 
W an 9 6 of 5 7 
if his Miniſters alſo be trans 
of Righteouſneſs. ace ane, f 

3 3 Rreich y our Minde and Juden ents | f lebe A 
3 Prayer 17 the Government gre if 
Conduct of the. Spirit; and in all your "Addtefies. 
to Gop, pray that He would keep them 2 
and pure, and not ſuffer Satan to N 705 5. 
N them. n op that Part 0 

Prayer, 2 xvii. 12. Sanetify them. a 
Truth: : by Ward i 15 Trut 5. 

* * is tha conſciencioys and Sede 
tice of all thoſe Truths an ies G of 
ready manifeſted | to you. W 8 r * 


8 Tun 
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Tus will bring you under that bleſſed Promiſe 
of Chrift, John vii. _ 2 my Mon will do bis 
Will, he hall know of oftrine, whether it be of 
God. Satans IK Succeſſes are amongſt Idle, 
aotiona?, and va flors; not ICY Nene 
woo praflical Chriſtians: * I£5Q 


"ty vids Spkdchet the ſeveral sat Caliſes 
at Errror, found in the evil Diſpoſitions of the ſe- 
duced, as alſs the impulſive Cauſe, via. Satan, who 
fits ſuitable Baits to all theſe evil Tempers; we 
come next to conſider the inſtrumental Cauſe em- 

ployed by Satan in this Work, viz. the Falſe Tea- 
cher, whom Satan makes Uſe of as his Seeds-man, 

ſcatter erroneous Doctrines into the Minds of 
Men, plowed up and prepared by thoſe evil A 
pers, 25 fit Foil to receive wem. 


Tur Choice of Toftruments is a N Part 
of Satan's Policy. Every one is not fit to be em- 
yycd in ſuch à Service as this. All are not fit to 
de of che Council of War, who 7 take their 
Places of "Servite in the Field. A Ruffick car- 
ried out of the Field, on Board à Ship at Sea, cho 
he never learned his nor ſaw a Ship be · 

e, can by another's Direction tug luſt 2 a 
ope ; but he had need be an expert Artiſt, 
fits at the Helm, and ſteers the Coulle. The ror 
F eee 0 

e eee Wen NW 09 b 

xz K 6 . 

„ Ders Mew are coveted by ee manage this WW - 
Deſign. None like an eloquent Terrullus to con- 
front a Paul. A ſubtle Zccius to enter the Liſt in 
Deſence of the Popiſh . Obs. why the learned 
und zealous — Duke of Bucl- 
undertook to nit the bad Cauſt of King 
Richard the Third, the Londoners ſaid, They never 


ZH 5 | thought 


I = 


oo HH 2 tH& Hoo 0 My 
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thought it bad been poſſible for any Man to — 
much bad Matter, in Jubd — Herd. 


Tu fuſf Instrument choſen by Satan to FAN 
Man, was the Serpent; becauſe that Creature was 
more ſubtle than any any Beaſt of the Field. There is 
not a Man of eminent Parts, but Satan courts and 
ſollieites him for his Service. | St. uflin told an in- 

2 Scholar, The Devil courts thy Parts to atlorn 
lis Ca He ſurveys the World, and wherever 
he —_— more than ordinary Strength of ' Reaſon, 
Pregnancy of Wit, Depth of Learning, and Ele- 
gene y of Language, that is the Man he looks N 

THERE is (aich a late Worthy 7) an erudite TO 
q:itia, a learned Kind of: Wickednels, a ſubtle 
Art of deceiving the Minds of others, Upon which 
Account the $pirit of Gop ſometimes compares 
rt them, 2 Per. ii. 3. to cunning and cheating Tra- 


n- deſmen, who have the Art to ſet a Gloſs upon their 


to dad Wares with fine Words, #597; Abyone. il 1 
ir © roeivworas, they buy and ſell the People with: their 
r-  <cnſnaring and feigned Words. And ſometimes:he 
compares them & cunning Gameſters, that have 
te Art and Sli of Hand to egg de Die, to de · 

ceive the S an _— 1 ue: carts Thy 78 + 
25 „ee. 1 FL J. + BM * 


Arm amdmes the Spirit of Gov compartstheſs 
to Witches themſelves, Gal. iii. 1. feli, Galati- 
ans, who hath bewitthed you ? How many, ſtranę 

is W Feats have been done upon he Bodiestof 1 earn 

| 5 by, Witchcraft? But far more and more 
1 n the Soufs of Men by the Magick of 
i E anne and Jambres performed ee 
G 

r 

N 


4 


Fs the Sig 1 Phar, y 
Fox 111 1 him; aud e de. e 
Teschen are compared. $0} .bud 1 wb ww 
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Tur proper Remedies in this Caſe are princi- 
pally two. 1 


1. Px Ax fervently, and labour diligently in the 
Uſe of all Goo's appointed Means to get more So- 
1 of Judgment, and Strength of Grace to 
eſtabliſh you in the T . and ſecure your Souls 


of Men that lie in Wait to 


againſt the Craftineſs 
„ ed ne tant itt 


"It is the Ignorance and Weaknefs of the People, 
which makes the Factors for Errors ſo ſucceſsful] as 
they are. Conſult the Scripture, and you ſhall find 
thele cunning Merchants drive the quickeſt and K 
e 

> ſpeaks the Apoſtle, iib prod Words and fair 
Speeches they decerve the Flearts of the FX ; harm-" = 
leſs, weak, eaſy Souls, who have a. Deſire to do I ? 
well, but want Wiſdom to diſcern the Subtilties of n 
them that mean ill; who are void both of Fraud in i © 
thetaſelves, and Suſpition of others. Oh 1 what 0 
Succeſs have the Deceivers, X D © e, © 
their fair Words and ſugared Speeches, ſweet and 
taking Expreſſions, among ſuch innocent ones! n 


\-—— LS. F 


thou, — * 


Av 4 ne n 81 a tt; EIS if WEN + hi 
Ap who are they among whom Satar's cunning ny 


Gameſters commonly win, but weak Chriſtians, th 
credulous Souls, whom for that Reaſon the Apoſtle le 
Call yi, Children. The Word properly fignifies 
an Infant, when it is referred to the Age; but un- 
ſeilful and unlearned, when referred (as it is here) WM _ 
to. the Mind. So again, 2 Per. il. 14. They 7 
(Ok is, the falſe Teachers there ſpoken off eguile WW + 
t age, unſtable Souls, Souls that are not 0 
confirmed and grounded in the Principles of Reli- 
gion. Whence by the Wark take Notice of the 
rakable Advantage and Neceſſity of being well in 
ai eon een eln r | cate - 
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catechized in our Youth : The more judiciqus, the 

more ſecure, bars vt 

== Lanouz: ts: acquaint yourſelyes with the 

Sleights and Artifices Catan s Factors and Inſtru- 

ments generally make Uſe of, to ſeduce and draw 

Me from the Truth. The PRE; lat then... 
a good Defenſative againft them. i, 


rs 


Now there are two common Artifices of Seu. 
n is not 2 he! SEEN to be, on” 
rant * f 


Fir, Tür eh as yy ce 294 n 
W of thoſe Toth, and Miniſters ſet - fi for. 
Dae: which the y deſign” afterwards” to” 
— — z and to beget a Repu to hon? Er- 
rors which they have a Mind to introduce, yaw. 
many precious Truths of Gb are this Dare aha 
with this Delign defamed as legal and carna Doe. 
trines; and the ale e r as ME, * i * 
Old Teſtament | Spi eff © 


batt oth 90 mn Sc Loa 
fall under Diſgrace with many, and indeed all 8 
lications and Pre-requiſites unto coming to . 
as N not only needleſs, but pernicious ac 2 
the Sou of Men, Ae ay have "ORB t 


leaſt Dependence upon them. e 7 * 


Anp fofor the Perſons . Binde Sita 30 
into what Contemp t the falſe Teachers 
4 * have brought both the Perlen and Preaching 
of Paul himſelf, 2 Cor. x. 10, His bodily Franc 4 
(ay they) 410 weak, and bis . contemprible. 


ines 
Sera, T 9 .T 


gl 31} 


ain other” common Attifice 80 
inte d their falſe Doane an among many aekn — 
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ledged and precious, Truths, which only ſerve /as a 
convenient Vehicle to them; and beſides that, to 
make their Errors as palatable as they can to the vi- 
tiated Appetite of corrupt Nature. 


” 114 14 CTC 
HAavinG conſidered the ſeveral Cauſes of Errors, 
found in the evil Diſpoſitions of the ſeduced, as alſo 
the impulſive and inſtrumental Cauſes, namely Sa- 
tan and falſe Teachers employed by him; I ſhall 
next proceed to diſcover ſome ſpecial, and moſt 
ſucceſsful Methods frequently uſed by them, to draw 


the Minds of Men from the Truth. Amongſt 
which, one is the great Skill they have in repreſent- 


ing the Hues of the Ordinances of Gap, and 
Duties of Religion, by wicked Men, to ſcare ten- 
der and eas from the due Uſe of 


* 
4 1 
F 
py 


Tas Abuſe of Chris holy Appointments are 


ſo .cunningly improved to ſerve this Deſign, that 
the Minds of many well-meaning Perſons receive 
ſuch deep Diſguſt at them, that they are ſcarce ever 


to be reconciled to them again. A ſtrong Prejudice 


is apt to drive Men from one Extream to another, 


as thinking they can never get far enough off from 
that Which b repreſented to them. Thus 


making good the old Obſervation, Dum vitant 
Aulti vitia, in contraria currunt ; they run from the 


an irreligious Contempt of Gop's Ordinances, 
ſplit themſelves upon Charybdrs to avoid Scylla. 


7 10 1 - nh? 1881 x9] 802 1 . 8 3 . 
Tuvs the Papiſts have. deeply abuſed the Ordi- 


nance of Baptiſm, by their corrupt. Mixtures and 
Additions : And Multitudes of on 1 £5] 
dangerouſly reſting upon their ſuppoſed bapti 

Regeneration, to the great Hazard of their Salva - 
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ee Deng eee ah 
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troubleſome Smoak of Superſtition, into the Fire of 
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the Altminiftration of it to any Infants at all 
the Seed of Gop's covenanted People) that they 
think they can never be ſharp enough lo their In- 


vectives againſtitz nor have they Münte to hear 


the moſt rational Defences o of, chat Pr, ractice. 5 * 


80, for that Seriptural Heavenly Duty of Siog 

: What mere commonly alledged kin It, 

tas the Abuſe'of that precious Ordinance ? How 

often is the: Nonſenſe of the common Tranflation, 
the Rudeneſs and Dulneſs of the Metre of ſome 
Pſalms; as alſo the F ormality, with which that Or- 


dinance is performed by many? I fay, How often 


are theſe Things buzzed into the Ears of the Peo- 
ple, to alienate their Hearts from ſo ſweet and de- 
neficial a G A 
Is Satan can prevail firſt with wichod Meg, co 
corrupt and abuſe Gop's Ordidances; and then 
with good Men to renounce and flight them for the 
_ Ly thoſe Abuſes; he fully'obtains his Deſign, 
Chrifl a double Wound at ohce; one. 
wy the? 250 a of his, avowed Enemies, the other 
by the Hands of kis Friends. Firſt, wicked Men 
corrupt Chrifi's. Ordihances; 450 chen od 


2 
1 27 141 


nauſeate them. 1 1 


1 a 2 
tf. | of # 30 _ $2753 5 901 


Tk Xroper Nach es againſt Errors, nn 
on the Abuſes of Duties and Ordinances, | are ſuch 


LS, FL i) #. 
as follow: 1 5 
tze biova QI 7 . k. 9 agu visig Matz 3149 


Leer Men conſider, that there is W 
nlp fo 4 * ſo ſacred and excellent, but ſome , 


or other er |} We N Fee ot vnely abuſed 
the 1 1 91 3 1 vil 20 55 


Wika 2 thre ls FOE World more pre 
cious and excellent chan the Free- race of Gor” 


as The, Cauſes and Gures 
yet you read, Jude iv. of ſome that turned thi 
* . 0 A fe ne more jr om 
0 Cbriſtians, than the gloriqus Liberty Ch ba 
- > purchaſed 005 them by bis Blood, and ſettled u 
them in the Goſpel-charter?” A Liberty from 8a 
tan, Sin, and the Curſe of the Law; and you = 
ons} Pert. ii. 16. of them chat uſed this Liberty for 2 
„Cloak of Malicioulne.. It is true Chris came to 
„Daa Sacrifice for Sin; to ſet us at Liberty from the 
- -Bondage of our Lufts, not from the Ties and 
Duties of our Obedience. Under the Pretence of 
©. this Liberty. it was, that the Gnefticks, and Meno. 
. drtans of old, did not only connive at, but open) 
11 and pradtiſed all Manner of Lewdneſs and 


4 a * * 1 is p 214 A 


0 Er. ene, in his Book of Hereſy, makes th: 
pled Complaint, the Menandrians willingly embrace 
+ +All Uncleanneſs as the Fruit of the Grace of Gon 
towards Men. * not only the Liberty purchaſ 
ned by Cbriſi. very Perſon and Goſpel d 
brit are Gable * buſes ; and often through the 
Corruptions of Mens. Hearts, become Stones d 
* — and Rocks of Offence. What then 
| =o, we renounce the Grace of God, our Chri- 
tian Liberty, the very Golpel, y 2, And Perſon d 
rz Himfalf, becauſe each. of Fe bi 
thus vilely abuſed by wicked Wretches ? At th 
| allo cnn eternal ation be it, if we do 
Bleſſed is be (faith 2. Wong that is not off ena: 
ii me. Er left by this Means Satan at _ 
a Soul by Prejudice. ne r ee 


b +09. | 
2. . alſo, that it is hh Nite and 


by Temper of Lr, Soul, 8 raiſe phony Th 
_ +:andheighten his Love to th rdin 
( 0 ee [aces 0 y Me g a 


+ we © 4m £4 


der moſt Diſgrace or 


Hearts and Affections in that Heavenly Ordinance 
there not be now Thouſands 


of Singing? And ma 
of Mace in your Poſſeſſion in Conſequence to, 


ha. | of Mental Birers.. de 


© Tymmore they are abuſed and oppoſed by others, 

her they ſhould be valued and hanoured- 

5 ; 0 exix. 126, 127. It is Time fer Thee, 

Loan, b Baue made void thy Lau; 
therefore 1 love thy Commandments abeve yt wg 

above fine. Gald,..q..d. The more they are dies 
ced and abuſed by wicked Men, 1 more do 1 

nour and prize 1. th like Spirit, with David's, 


nga > in. EA Xxix. 1. „ ede deer 

| very je or. the us OD 7 K 3 beranje 

— boys for alen Covenant, 

thrown down thine n N FG 
; 4 13% #*u7Y 4 6.1 * 823 


A Goop Man will ſtrive to ne 
thoſe Truths and Duties moſt, which he finds un- 
r. He loves the Truth 
fincerely, who cleaves to it, and ſtands by it under 
all Oppoſition. This is a good Trial of the Sound- 
neſs of thy Heart, and Purity of thine Ends in Re- 
ligion: Such a Proof, as the Honour and Reputa- 
tion of REN | in the World can never Sire chor. 


2 3. Baro ye vou part with any Ordinatics or 
Prader in Religion, think whether you never 


found any ſpiritual Bleflings or Advantages' in that 
WAS, which you are now tempted ' to forlake. 2 


Han you never any ſpiritual Melticigs effec 


and as the Fruit of your ſolemn Dedication to Gop 


in e 5. n by — covenanted Parents? For my 


I do heartily and folemnly-bleſsGop 
this. Frovies. and ſo I hope Thouſahds 


ſelf. have Cauſe to do. "However, 
XIV. . | * Lt ͤ 4 * ſuch 


for it upon 
| beſides m 


Vo. 


is _—_ Fun . 25 £1 3 
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of the Times, Eph. iv. 11, 14. 
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266 The Cauſes and Cures 
ſuch a Practice may by no Means be deſerted by you, 
becauſe abuſed by 8 


From all that hath been ſaid about 88 
ſee in the firſt Place, the great Neceſſity of an ry 
faithful, ſtanding Miniftry i in the Church. 


One ſpecial End of the Miniftry, is the Efta- 
bliſhment of the Peoples Souls againſt the fray) 
UW: e gave ſome A- 


Poftles, &c. that we henceforth be no more Children 


teſſed to and fro, and carried about with every Wind 


Doctrine by the Sleight of Men. Miniſters are 
epherds, and without a Shepherd, how ſoon will 


the Flock go aftray ? Moſes was abſent but a few 


Days from the Falte, and at his Return found 
them all run into the Snares of Idolatry. A Sheep 


Is animal Sequax, a Creature that follows a Leader. 


One ler may miſlead a whole Flock. A Mi- 
nifter's Work is not only to feed, but to defend the 
Flock. 7 am fet (faith Paul) for the Defence of 


_ the Goſpel, Phil, i. 17. An orthodox and faith- 


ful Miniſter, is a double Bleffing to the People; 
but Woe to that People, whoſe Miniſters, inftcad 
of ſecuring them againſt Errors, cauſe them to err, 
Lee. ix. 100 they are the Dogs of the Flock. Some 
in Scripture are called dumb Dogs, who, inſtead 
of barkin 
faithful 


iniſters 5. e of — Dan- 


"Bi 2 3 b "OLE 
ag WE: | Dig 16579 f 


OS 


wy Faid the Gland OR and N of 


Errors before-mentioned, we may alſo ſee what a 


choice M it is to be kept ſound in Judgment, 
ſtedfaſt . in the Truths 01 Wa e 

Chrift. A ſound and ſtedfaſt Chriſtian is a 1 
ſing in his Generation, and .a Glory to his Profeſ- 
on. It was an high Edcomium of In * * 


at the Thief, bite 1 Children: But 


S. m0 e — a. 


of Mental . 267 


dem maluit mutare, quam ſyllabam: He would rather 
loſe his Seat, than a llable of God's Truth. 
Soundneſs A Judgment muſt needs be a choice 
Blefling ; becauſe x Underſtanding is that leading 
Faculty which directs the Will and Conſcience of 
Man, and they his whole Life and Practice. How 
often and how earneſtly doth Chrift pray for his 
People, that they may be kept in the Truth? It is 
true, Orthodoxy in itſelf is Nev ſufficient to any 
Man's Salvation; but the Conjunction of an or- 
thodox Head, with an honeſt . 49. conſti- 
ute an excellent Chriſtian. N 


3. By this Diſcourſe we may further diſcaver one 
great and ſpecial Cauſe and Reaſon of the lamenta- 
ble 5 the Spirit and Power of Religions 


Profeſſors of the preſent Age. * 


Ir is a Complaint more] juſt than common, That 
we do all fade as @ Leaf. And what may be the 
Cauſe ? Nothing more probable om the 'W 
of our Time and Spirits in. yain: Janglings 
fruitleſs Controverſies, which the Apoltle 
Heb: xiii. 9. have not ile oa pg $i aer 
771 15 injured them that have been occupied . a 

any Controverſies of theſe Times grow up about 
Religion, as, Suckers from the Root and Limbs of 


a Fruit- tree, which Ws * vital, "Or wal ROS, 
make it fruitfyl. 1 


Ir is a great and ſad * made upon the 
dtate of Fuglo nd by ſome judicious Perſons, That 


after the 92 Increaſe of Religion, both inten- 
lively in the Power of it, and extenſively. in the 
Number of 8 what a remarkable Decay 
it ſuffered both Ways, when about the Year For- 


y- four, e es 5 pan m fer-- 


ſents in Judgment. 
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268 The Cauſes and Cures 
8 ogg Profeſſors. Since that Time our 
Strength and Glory have very much abated. 


| 6 4 Fno u this Diſcourſe we may alſo gather, the 


true Grounds and Reaſons of thoſe frequent Perſe. 
cutions which Gon lets in upon his Churches and 
People : .. Theſe rank Weeds call for ſnowy and 
frolly Weather to ſubdue and kill dem. 


I xxow the Enemies of Gop's People aim at 


Something elſe : "They fttike at Religion itſelf; 
and according to their Intention, without timely 
— — will their Reward be; the Iſſues of 

erſecution are upon this Account greatly benefi- 
proper Church ; the Wiſdom ＋ 8 makes 
them excellently uſeſul, both to prevent and cure 
the Miſchiefs and Dangers of Errors. If Enemies 
were not, Friends and Brethren would be injurious 
to each other. Perſecution, if it kills not, yet at 
teaft it gives Check to the Riſe and Growth of Er- 
tots: And if it do not perfectly unite the Hearts of 


Chriſtians,” yet to be ſure it cools and allays their 
ſinful Heads g and that ewe Ways: (1) By cut 


ting out for em faF Better and more neceſſary 


Work. Nos inſtead of mcking cheir Brains about 
unneceſſary Controverſies, they find it high Time 
to be ſearching their Hearts, and examining the 
Foundations of their Faith and Hope, with Re ſpect 
to the other World. (2) Moreover, ſuch Times 


and Straits, diſcover the Fincerity, Zeal and Con- 


fancy of them we were jealous of, or prejudiced 


a gainſt before, becauſe they followed not us. 


- Laftly, Lex us learn hence, both the Duty and 
Neceſſity of Charity and mutual Forbearance; 
we have all our Miſtakes one Way or other, and 
therefore. muſt maintain mutual Charity under Diſ⸗ 


AND 


Err ble, 2 that by Rebukes too, if 


ver a Brother from the Error of his Way, he will 


of Mental Errors. 269 
AnD yet an erring Brother muſt be reduced if 


s be ineffeRual, Tit. i. 13. and the Wounds 
of a "Friend have more faithful Love in them, than 
the Kiſſes of an Enemy: And if Gon make us 
inſtrumental by that or any, other Method, to reco- 


2 t Cauſe, both to bleſs Gop, 221 thank 
ment, whother e Lins, 7 Soul from Death, 
und hides a Malitade of ins, Jags 20, 


* 1 7 is 

„ 2 5 4 : $ 7 
* 144 of . , - 7 " 7 

4 A 

End 5 „ N ? LOVER. « 

0 $ WORKS, © 

6 oy F * 7 - * 2 1 . 
. Y Go 4 = ia: 5 %# f 91 1 


827 ; *T 1 - * „ 1 
2 n * 11401 


444. 
0 
"CE 
£ * 
1 
4. 
— 4 
7 14 
* ” y 
* £ 
= 4&5 1180 
— 
2 5 = r 0 
* \ nl 3 & +4 
* * 

1 S ; 4. S*> ; : * — 
— 7 9 440 * 

_ 

1 

* 

4 var. 
1 #5 


4 * 
; ; | 11 FT , : 

. * . * 
ü f : F:; * 4 ah 

, 18 ; . : 4 © „ £ 114 

3 1 ; - 
* 0 = 7 
1 Farne 1 
8 enn 128 # % 111 £4 + # 
4 — 


23 


N 


* 


oo 


uf 


| : - PR. , _— 13 
: 


F . 


"I 


5 =— 


Sete see bse testen 


* „ . „ 
TERRA - »4 


TEL LIL REAS, 


1 " 


IEXTRACTS 
| FROM 
| Dr. 4ANNESLEYs 


SERMONS: 


N y +4 
lee ELITE. 


0 
* 
. 

* 

4 

ka 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 


— Tm 3 „ — ˙¾ ———?i 

* ee AN n anregen 
5 3 

2 . 2 © * , * , N Be; 
Won dan 8 ie Salut, 4: 
A b a \ ke, 5 | * : * — . 2 0 '% * 
ary as aan th Nt IE. wah BAI L232 KB 3 
n fp «gy IH nurse s 5 BER De Mm 22 
; 2 e nn 

* 


1 
* 
* 


* 


* — 


# 
S2 lor — PO 140 2 93 SV: 2 + 774 A "I 2 IE * = f * 


11 * 3 


— C9971 s * unc dits KY . 


-15q SN mobi” io 054 oat e di fe  #* 


_ 1 1. 3 : 1 | | = 2 
_ r 3 AL SEK 247 : #% + G NN N 4 * 1 n 
" EY 2 : Fw = 2 oF WP - 4 * 0 4 a * * . NJ #4 "uy *. 10 2 X 6:44 a? * * * * 2 . FI as [2 4 % q * 7 


Sa Þ ; 3 „ 1 8 a ti. 4 3 * 


i 
| 
| 


0 8 
* 
& 5 * * 4 . K : 
| ( * : n 
* ö * 2 : hy 


yy 0 
ESE, 


291285 


8 E R M 0 N 1 
Gop's Soueret onty our Support 
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FPSATIN xovit. T, 2. 


f The Lonb rtigneth, ler the * 

the Multitude of the Mes be tbo. 

Clauds and Darkneſs are round about Hun, 
Righteouſneſs * 

. 1 Threge: - ” 3 


HE State of Affairs is how ſo invelved 


f 4 and confuſed, that we need not wonder 
* it we ſee den df Wie EN 

f (tp mer AT and funk 

| The beſt of Men, 

whoſe Hearts ave: moſt: fortified with Grace, would 


be of all others moſt ſubje& to Diſcompoſure, were 
it not that they feel Peace and Comfort flowing into 


them from the Remembrance and ſweet 


eee e Yor ens of 
OE 
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tion of a Gop above. What good Man could 
bave any tolerable Enjoyment of himſelf, or poſ- 
ſeſs his Soul in Patience, while he obſerves the ir. 
regular Motions of Things below, the Reſtleflneſs, 
Tumblings and Toſſings of the World, defirable 
Comforts and Delights blaſted in a Moment, Af. 
flictions and Troubles breaking in with a ſudden 
Surprize, - Order quite ſubverted, Laws violated, 
and the 
faithful and peaceable in a Land, and all Things 
indeed turned upſide down, Wickedneſs rampant, 
and Religion oppreſſed: Theſe Things would ſoon 
break his Heart; did he not fee Him who is invi- 
ſible, and firmly believe a Wheel within a Wheel, 
an unſeen Hand, which fteadily and prudently 

ides and directs all Things, keeping up a beauti- 
fal „ where Reaſon can diſeern Nothing but 


Conf, 


For that are converſant in the facred Serip- 


. tures, find, that the flouriſhing State of ungod! 
Good, 


hath proved to ſome o Saints ſo hard a Knot, 
as they have gone to Gop for the Untying of it, 
and to others it hath been the Occaſion of furious 
and violent Temptations.” Upon that very Score 
holy 4/aph was almoſt teady to conelude, he had 
in vain cleanſed his Heart, and waſhed bis Hands in 
AT er. G | #,3 + 
Bur if we will repair unto the Sanctuary, and 
conſult the Divine Oracles, and believe them when 
they tell us that the eternal Gp, our Gov is the 
Governor of the Worid, it will revive our Spirits, 
reduce our Souls into their right Frame, and pre- 
ſerve them in a due Compoſure, when the Scene of 
Affairs is moſt ruſſled. To entertain you with 2 
Diſcourſe upon this ſeaſonable Subject is the — — 
W — 


Edge of them turned againſt thoſe that are 


. Þ 


S ee co X 


N A SO 


N , F S A . 


Pſalm xevii. 1, 2. 27 5 


allotted me at this Time, and the Queſtion now 
to be anſwered is this: e eee e 


How may our Bilief 7 Gon's Governing the 

Tux Text which I have nom read lo the preci jous 
and ſure Foundation, on which I am to build; in 
that we find theſe Things obſervable: ' 8 ee 


1. A COMFORTABLE Aſſertion; be Lord: 
reigneth, i. e. JEHOVAH, Gon, or of op pleaſe, 
our Lon Jus Cbriſt, unto whom all Power' is 
given both in Heaven and in Earth; for that He is 
particularly intended in this Palm, may be gathered 
from Verſe 7. Conſounded be all they that” ſer ue 
graven Images, and boaſt themſelves of their” Jablr ; 
wor/hip Him all ye Gods ; which laſt Words relate 
to Chriſt, as the Apoſtle Paul aſſures us, Heb. i. 6. 
When He bringeth in the Einl. begorten into the \ 
Merld, He ſaith, let all the Angels of Gon werſhip” 
Him. 1 ed d 2201182 I ? dodo ATEN 


Loris 11 Feats ot do at 970% SVEN [ONES 
2. HERE is an Exhortation to Joy and Gladned 
28 Account of the Lorv's: Reigning. Let the + 
arth rejoice, - and let the Multitudes of the" Iſles be 
glad thereof. i. e. Let all the World rejoice, at 
leaſt all that are Subjects to this Mighty Lox D, who 
— bowed 8 Scepter, and ſubmitted them- 
yes to his Government, as @ willing "Profle in 
te Day of his Pawer. Chrift was the Defire of a 
Nations ; and there is Reaſon why He and his Go- 
vernment ſhould be the Delight” of all Nations. 
Both thoſe in the Earth, by which ſome underſtand 
the Continent, and thoſe of the Iſles, or if yon 
pleaſe, you may underſtand the Gentiles Batt * 
that Paſſage of the Prophet, Iſaiab xlii. 3. 6 
1 


276 A SERMON on © 
1 Hall wait for his Law, is by the Evangeliſt rendered 
1 thus, Re 21. In his Name ſhall the Gentiles 
| —_ 
| 3. Wi have here the Manner how: the Lon 
* his Government; and that? is 1 donn 
in te Things: e ei 

| Firſt, Wirn terrible Majeſty = — Miyſteriout 
neſs: This you have in the former Part of the ſe- 
cond Verſe; Claud and Darkneſs are round abo 
Him. Which Words intimate to us the tremendous 
© of the Lok, which may well ſtrike an 
_ Awe bis Subjects and Friends, and much 
more fill his Enemies with Dread and Horror. He 
was terrible at his giving forth the fiery Law upon 
Mount Sinai. As we read, Deut. xi. 4. Th: 
Mountain burnt with Fire unto the Mid/t of Heaven 
with Darkneſs, Clouds, and thick Darkneſs. So He 
is and will be {till in his future Appearance and 
+ ; Diſpenſations; for his Far is in bis Hand, and H. 
1 twill throughly purge his Floor, and gather bis Wheat 
| into the Garner, but burn up "the Nr with un. 
n. Fire. 


1 Ap as theſe Clouds and Darkneſs ify the 
1 terrible Majeſty, ſo the Myſteriouſneſs of his Pro- 

N ceedings. He often goeth ſo much out of our Sight, 
that we are 3 to give an Account of what He 
doth or what He is to do. Frequently the 
Pillar of Divine Providence is dark throughout, to 
Jfraclites as well as Afgyptians, ſo that his own 


pleaſed to be his own Interpr eter, Pſalm Ixxvii. 19. 
Ali, May is in the Sta, and his Path in the gred 


F * AS IRS are not. 1 


1 


cople underſtand not the Riddles, till He s 
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Var the LoxD manageth his Government with 


red 

| perfect Equity and unſpotted Juſtice. Righteouſneſs 

= and Fudgment are the Habitation of his FTCA 
Righteouſneſs, whereby He preſerves, faves and 


xn & rewards the Good; Jud whereby'He pu- 
wn | niſhes, confounds and s the Wicked. Theſe 
are the Habitation of his ne, his Tribunal, 


his Seat of Judicature. Theſe are the Baſis or 

Cl. Foundation, which give unto his Throne ReQi- 
e. tude and Eſtabliſmment. Hi Throne 4s e/rabliſhed 
30 7 Righteouſneſs, and the Scepter of his Kingdom is 
lou BY © right Srepter. Though there be Clouds, yet no 
an Riemilhes 3 though Darkneſs, yet no Deformities. 
uch Palm xcii. 15. The Loxp 4s whright, He it uur 
He Rock, there it no — ol in Him. The 
pon D mne b> {8 e 
Th [4 
auen In the Midſt of all ontward DiſtraRions: and 
He Confuſions, Gop's Governing the World may and 
and ſhould be our Support and Joy. In the — 
1 He thereof 4 hall abn. nN | 


po I; Exquins what Government is. | 
* Proves that Gop doth govern the World. 


— 3 San, this ſhould uppore and comfort 
t He 


4. dennen. Whale in » Way of u 
120 with the Fim of theſe. | 


& Gorman. is the tht that- — 
which any one is juſtly cloathed with, ſor the or- 


dering and diredting of Perſons and Things to 
their right and . Ends. 
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_ Ix this Deſcription of Government are three 
Things to be conſidered. 2 


1. Ix all Government there is an End fixed and 
aimed at. Thus it is in Domeſtick or Family Go- 
vernment, which Parents have over their Children 
by Nature, and Maſters over their Servants by 
Contract. The End of that Government is the 
Good of the Family, and every one that is a Mem- 
ber thereof. The Parent or Maſter ought not to 
aim folely at his own Honour, Pleaſure and Ad- 
vantage; but to, deſire, ſtudy, and by all law ful 
Means to promote the Good of the Whole. And 

juſt fo it is with political Government, both in Ci- 
ties and Provinces, and Kingdoms or Empires. 
When People did at firſt conſtitute ſuch or ſuch a 
Form of Government, and place one or more at 
the Helm, no rational Man can doubt, but it was 
for ſome wiſe End; which End is either ſupreme 
and ultimate, or inferior and ſubordinate. 


Tut ſupreme and ultimate End, ought to be 
the Glory of (op, the exalting his 1 the 
maintaining and promoting Religion and Godlineſs. 
None can ſhoot at a res Mark, this is worthy of 
Men, of the beſt and greateſt Men : It is the great 
End which Gop Himſelf aims at in the Works of 
his Hands: He both made all Things for Himſelf, 
and for Himſelf likewiſe He doth uphold and order 
them. And unto tbis End all Magiſtrates are in 
Duty bound to direct their Rule and all their Ac- 
tions. This is the great Work of their Place, the 
main Buſineſs of their Office. The good Lokp 
give them all an Heart to conſider it, and to act 
accordingly}. As they, rule by Gop, fo they are 
_ obliged to rule for Him; they ought not to deſign 
the lifting up of themſelves, but the Jifting up the 
Name of God and Chr;/t in the World, eſpecially 
* 9 in 
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Pſalm xevii. 1, 2. 279 
in their own Dominions. That Magiſtrate who 
doth not make the Glory of Gp his principal End, 


is himſelf degenerated into a Beaſt, 


Tus ſubordinate End is the Good of the Com- 
munities, the Welfare of the whole Country, the 
Peace, Comfort and Proſperity. of all the People, 
over whom Governors are ſet. The ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrate is to his Dominions what the Head is to 
the Body natural, and fo Influence belongs to Him 
as well as Pre-eminence; he is engaged to think, 
contrive, order and provide for the Comfort of the 


Body, and all the Members of it. He 7s the Mi- 


2 Gob to thee for Good, even for a four- fold 


Good 


(2) For moral Good, that he 'may curb thy 
Y 


unruly Paffions, and hinder them from breaking 
out into vicious and enormous Practices. 


(3) For civil Good, that he may preſerve pub- 
lick Society,” and keep vp common Honeſty and 


Juſtice. 


(4) For ſpiritual Good, that he may defend the 
true Religion, that which is pure and undehled 
before Gop and the Father, and encourage the 
Worſhip of Gop, ' which is warranted by the Scrip- 


ture. And all this is according to the Word, 


which doth command that we ſhould pray for Kings, 


and all that are in Authority, that under them we 
might lead peaceable and quiet Lives, in all Godlineſs 


and Honeſtly, So that the End of Government is 
2Z 2 the 


280 A SERMON an 


the ſecuring Peace and (Wietneſs, 4 the « encou- 
raging Honeſty and Godlineſs. 


2. In all 1 there is ſuppoſed a Power 
ſuliciene for the ordering Things unto-theſe Ends: 
Not only natural Power, but alſo lawful Authority; 
ſor without that there can be no juſt, right and 
Government. Magiſtrates therefore are called 
owers, Rom. xiii. 1. Leue; Soul be ſubject to 


the higher  Pawers ; | for there it no Power but of 


Gopy the Powers that be ars ordained by 'Gop. 
Lawful Governors are inveſted with Authority and 
Power; there are put into their Hands the Scepter 
ta rule, and the Sword to puniſh as there is Cauſe. 
They have 2 
Sh. Gall chligs e their Subjects; they have a Right 
to do this, and tence is due — their People, 
Obedience to all their juſt and lawful Commands; 
they ought to rule in the Fear of Gon, and their 
Subjects ought to obey in the Fear of Gon, Rom. 
Xitt. 5. Ye muft needs be ſubjet?, and that not only for 
FFrath, but me ciente Sake, as knowing that 
this it the Mill of God concerning ya. And as 
there is an Authority to enat Laws, fo a Power 
to ſuppreſs the Rebellious, and animadverton thoſe 
that are refractory and ſtubborn, and alſo to defend, 
reward and encourage all who perform their Duty. 
Where this Power is not, there is a miſerable De- 
fe in the Government, which will in Time come 


to Nothing, and Confuſion r Work 


46-7. dragons {nol 1115) 
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ad; there is a ſeaſonable exerting the Power in 
order to the: attaining theſe Ends. This is the 


Complement of all ; for that Power is vain, which 
always lies dormant. Power, is not -put into. the 
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legiſlative Power, to make Laws, 
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It is no other than a Truſt committed to him: 
therefore though he be a Magiſtrate over Men, yet 
he is a Miniſter of Gop, and is obliged to ſerve 
his great LoRD. according to the beſt of his Skill, 
toward the End above · mentioned. As he is ad- 
vanced to an high and honourable Place, ſo he is 
engaged to a great and excellent Work. Rom. 
xiii. 4. He is not to bear the Stuord in vuin; and it 
may be ſaid, He weareth not the Crown in vain's 
not for a mere Shew, an empty Pageantry, but fot 
a good End, for excellent and noble Purpoſes, 
The Sword committed to him muſt be drawn as 
inſt the Enemies of Gon, and Truth, and Ho 
fest he muſt be an Avenger to execute Wratli, 
not upon the Pious and Peaceable, but upon them 


that do Evil. Thus have I ſhewed you what Gos 


vernment is, vi. Uſing of lawful Power for excel - 
lent Ends. | 2 Wo 1. nee 2 


Tus ſecond Thing er was to prove, 
that Gop doth govern the World. As He made it 
at firſt, ſo He doth ſtill uphold and order it. In a 
Nation you know there are many inferior Magiſ- 
trates, yet it followeth not but the King is ſu- 
preme, who authorizeth, influences, directs and 
limits them by his Laws. There are upon Earth 
many Governors, various Forms of Government, 
yea the Angels in Heaven are miniſtring Spirits, 
employed in ſpecial and weighty Matters. But all 
of them are ſet up and ſent forth by God, and ful- 
fill his Pleaſure. Gop Himſelf fits at the Helm, 
and ſteers the Courſe, He over- rules and orders all 
from the Higheſt to the Loweſt. For the evi» 
dencing hereof take theſe following Particulars: + 

; £ jo T8301 0M08 

Fir, Tus Light of Nature hath diſcovered this, 
and by the Glimmering thereof (though: it burm 
dimly as a Candle in the Socket) many among the 
"4 ee 
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the Dark, 
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Heathens have been led to the Knowledge of it. 
It muſt be granted that they were exceedingly in 
iffering much one from another in their 
Sentiments about Gop and his Providence. Some 
were of Opinion, that GoD doth not attend to the 
meaner and inferior Creatures, nor take Cognizance 
of ſmall inconſiderable Matters, but only of the 
Concernments of Mankind. Some did again 
aſſert, that Gop cared for all Things; but it was 
only in a Way of common general Influences, and 
by ſecond Cauſes, doing Nothing immediately and 
by Himſelf. Others again on the contrary Side 
did affirm, that Gop doth immediately and b 
Himſelf ſo work All in All, that they leſt almoſt 
no Place for ſecond: Cauſes. Thus were they di- 
vided. among themſelves, having their Underſtand- 
ings [miſerably darkened. But many among the 
Heathens, yea their moſt learned Men, did own 
the Divine Providence and Government. Hence 
it is that they call Gop the Rector and Keeper of 
the World; the Soul and Spirit of the World; and 
do expreſly compare him to the Soul in the Body, 
and to the Maſter in à Ship, Who doth command, 
rule, direct, ſteer. and turn it what Way and to 


what Port he himſelf thinks good. But, 


. Secondly, THE Sacred Scriptures abound with 
Teſtimonies, which may afford us ſull Satisfaction 
in the Point. When He was about to puniſh the 
Wald for the Wickednefs of them that dwelt 
therein, and th ſweep: away the Inhebitants of it 
with a Flood, He 'touk Care that all Mankind 
ſhould not be deſtroyed: But Noah and his Family 
were preſerved, yea and ſome of all the Species of 
Animals too, that ſo Seed might be continued upon 
Earth, and that in the ordinary Way of Genera- 
tion, which was an eminent Inſtance of Divine 
Providence, and its ordering and * the 

cob World. 
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World. Beſides that, attend to theſe Paſſages of 
Scripture, Fob v. 9. God doth great Things and 
unſearchable, ES Things without Number: 
He giveth Rain, ſends — fets up on bigh' thoſe 
that ** low, diſappoints the Devices 105 the Crafty, 
taking them in their otun (ron 7, lb 
Counſel of the Frotvard bead- lang. Iſaiah xl. 55 7. 
I am the Lok, and there 1s — elſe; I form the 
Light and create Darkneſs, I make Peace and errate 
Evil, I the Lok ds all theſe Things. Pſal. xxxiv. 
16, 17. The Face of the Lord is 2 them that 
ds Evil, to cut off the Remembrance Heger "from the 
Earth: The Righteous cry, and the heareth, 
and delivereth — aut H all their Diftreſſes. Eph 
i. 11. He worketh all mgs ic, to the Counſel 
of his own Will. Not on hings, whieh 
are momentous and ſtupen Tes Fauth ike Men 
with Wonder and Amazement, but all Things 
are of Gop, and not according to the Will and 
Pleaſure of others, but according to his own eter- 
nal Counſel, Dan. iv. 34, 35. Hrs Dominion is an 
everlaſing rn and bis Kingdom is from Gene- 
ration to Generation, and all tbe Inhabitants of the 
Earth are accounted as Nothing, and He dath accord-" 
ing to his Will in the Armies of Heaven, and all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, who are counted as Nothing, 
and none can ſlay his Hand, er ſay unto Him, "what 
4 Thou? Matt. x. 29. Are not two Sparrows 
or Fartbing, and one of them ſball not fall to 
pr round without your heavenly Father. Scriptures 
to this Purpoſe might be multiplied, I will add but 
one more, P/alm ciii. 19. D Lok D hath prepared; 
4 Ba, m— and Hinder e wor 
Us . | 


Thirdy, Ges hath an abs Right 5 to 
fm, the World; it doth properly appertain unto 
im. The | Belief and Acknowledgment _ 1 
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dath neceſſarily follow upon the owning of a God, 
To own ſuch a Being, and yet to deny or queſtion 
his Right to govern, is a groſs Abſurdity. | 


f Tnar Being which we call Gop, is the fu, 
higheſt, nobleſt, and moſt excellent Being of all; 


eable in all Perfections, and 
ight to order others that are 


_ infinite and u 
therefore He hath a 


not ſo. Man is endued with Reaſon and Under- 


ſtanding, and fo is the moſt excellent Creature in 
this lower World; therefore it pleaſed his great 
Creator to put the Lordſhip into his Hand, and to 
give him Deminion over every living Thing that 
muveth upon the Earth. How much more then is 
an abſolute and univerſal Rule due to Gop, whoſe 
Underſtanding is infinite, and in whom are all the 
inexhauſtible, unfathomable Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge. Beſides that, confider God is 
the Fountain of Being, the firſt Cauſe and Original 
of all Being. The World and all Things in it are 
the Works of his Hands. He made them and 


faſhioned them; and ſeeing, He made all, ſeeing by 


his Power and for his Pleafure all Things are and 


were created,” it is highly reafonable that all Things 
ſhould: be ordered, directed, and diſpoſed of accord- 
ing to his Pleaſure. Who can be ſo impudent and 


brutiſh, and run ſo croſs to the Dictates of right 


Reaſon, as to deny Him a Right to give Laws to 
them unto whom He gave Life ? It is every Way 
fit, that He from whom all Things had their Be- 
ing, and to whoſe Power and Goodneſs own 
their Continuance, ſhould appoint them all their 
Ends, and direct their Steps, and caſt their Lines, 
and cut out their Works, and over-rule all their 


8 F oR Gop to govern the World is no Diſho- 
nagut to Him; it doth not the leaſt eclipſe his moſt 
* excellent 
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excellent Glory. It is true, as I before hinted, 
though ſome Men chearfully acknowledged a g- 
verning and over-ruling Providence, yet they con- 
ceived it extended not its Self to vile LS 4 
tible Creatures, or to minute and inconſiderable 
2 gs; Judging: of Him by earthly Potentates, 

ate upon them, and trouble not them 
he — any but the more weighty and momen- 
tous Affairs of their Dominions, and leave —_— 
of ſmaller Impottance 10 their inferior Officers: © 

Bur e e ee eee of 
1 Care of the meaneſt 
and minute Beings, —— Reflection upon 
bim. Therefore He expreſs = us, that 1d 
young Lions feek their Meat of ; that H. 3 
to — Beafts their Food, 42 10 1 Soak 
when they ery. He cleaths the Lilies, ns 
are not forgotten by Him, nat one of them 15 5 to bh 
Gre witheut Hem 3 ; are! vey Rt en 


eee eee of this by * 
to Him ? Is it poſſible, that his er 
render Him cheap to the Children ar en“ Nayy 
is it not enough to commend Him to all wiſe and 
thinking Perſons, that He is ſo great a GOD that 
He ob wed Ha Care to ſo many Millions of 
Objects, and ſo graciouſly condeſcending, as to' 
look: alter thetowel-uFttic' Works GO = e 
1 Us oed i 1 18111 2 
gonna Foe it was notuwwordw-of: Bib divine 
Power to make the meaneſt Creature, it cannot 
be unworthy of his Goodneſs to maintain und or- 
der it. If his eternal Power and Godhead are- 
clearly ſeen in the Things that are made, then his 
Goodneſs doth likewiſe diſplay itſelf in providing 
or them, and hits Winden in Wr and di- 
recting 


kobe: 


Web. 
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2 It is true, He humbles Himſe}f 
when He btholds thoſe Things which are above, 


286 


much more when he regards thoſe Things that 
are here below; but that humbling of Himſelf is 
a glorifying of Himſelf, and doth deſervedly com- 


mend and endear Him to his People, Pſalm xxxvi. 


6, 7. O Lon, Thou preſerve/t Man and Bea 
bow excellent is thy ag A bean 5 


by Lefty Ovn Gon is abundant in Mercy and 
Goodneſs; He is the Father of Mercies, and Gon 


of Compaſſions, and as that doth render Him fit 
to govern the World, ſo it may work in us an 
Aſſurance that He doth and will do it. Shall we 


fancy Him like the Oſtrich, — which it 

xxxix. 14. That ſhe leaveth her Egg: 
in the Earth, and warmeth them in the Dat, and 
forgetteth that the Foot may cruſh them, or that the 
wild Beaſts may break them ;"' fhe is hardened againſt 


ber young ones, as. if | they were net bers. Thus to 


do is utterly inconſiſtent with the divine Good- 
neſs: Te Hue ſuch a' Thing of Gop, would be 
to blaſpheme Him; He bhath'a Kindnefs for the 
Works of his Hands, and that will carry Him to 
a Caring for them. The World will love its own, 


and doth not God much more? A good Prince, 


Who is the Father of bis Country, and deſerves 
that Name, will to the beſt of his Skill guide and 
rule his Kingdom, at the Helm | whereof Provi- 
dence hath placed him, that his own Honour, and 
his P 's Welfare may be ſecured and promo- 
ted. That Man deſerves not the Place nor Name 
of a Maſter, who neglects to make Proviſion for 


his own Family, and keep up Order in it. That 


is an unnatural Father, unworthy indeed to be 
called Man, who doth not according to his beſt 
Knowledge and Ability, mind his Children anc 
govern them. Imad . „ n ct / n Nov 
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Now none is ſo good as Gop, none ſuch a 
Father as GoD, no Love comparable to his Love. 
All that Love which may be found in the Crea- 
tures, is but a Drop from his Ocean, a Spark from 
his Flame; and as I have ſaid, all the World is 
his own, and all that is therein the Works of his 
Hands: He built this huge and ſtately Fabrick 
and furniſhed it with all its Inhabitants, from ths 
higheſt and moſt glorious Angel, to the meaneſt 
and moſt contemptible Inſect ;; and how can we 
poſſibly think otherwiſe, but that the Pity and 
Love which He hath for the Won of his own 
Hands, will draw out his Wiſdom, and Power 
and Care for the ruling: and directing! of them? 
For any one to deny this Care, nay to heſitate 
about it, would be a "baſe ee cunt; wane" Jang 
Affront to him. 


Tus third Thi ng we have wido 1 80 flow 
our Belief of God's Governing the World may 
ſupport us in all worldly Diſtractions; and that 
we may draw out the Sweetneſs of this 9 
we muſt conſider theſe: following: Particulars: 


1./Gop's Accompliſhment for the Work. - 


— 


2. Tur Extent of his Government, 
3. Tus Properties thereof. 


4 1123 Things. relating to the Clinch 
. — ah RED 18 _ DIF 
Fih, Gon is maſt: fit 2 0 4 
this great Work, It is indeed a Buſineſs too hard 
for a Creature's Hand to diſpatch, and a Burden 
too heavy for a created Shoulder to bear up under. 
To 6 the World is a Thing unefny m__ 
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Tile — i not only to the wi 
Man on Earth, but alſo to the higheſt Angel 


Heaven. None can govern the whole Wor 4m 


1 that created it. Creation is peculiar to Goo, 
the greateſt Angel cannot create the ſmalleſt Sp 
"of Graſs. The moſt minute Drop of Bein 
oceed 2 from, Him, who is the Origina — 
Suntain of all Being. So the Government of 
the whole. World is e to Gos, becauſe 
5 * here is ſo much Contrariety in it, ſo many Anti 
© pathies. Men have unruly Paſſions, they inter- 
fete in their ſe&vera! Intereſts, and while they are 
carrying them on, quarrel and * one another, 
and who but Gon can order all, and direct chem 
to moſt noble and excellent Ends? Who but 
"Gab can take theſe ſeveral ſcattered Shreds, and 
© unite them together in one curious and amiable 
Piece of Workmanſhip ? Who but Gop can take 
_ theſe jarring Diſcords, and turn them into an ad- 
mitable — delightful Harmony? That Gon is 
perfectly eo pe for the Work, ſo that He 
Cannot only do it, but the doing thereof will be 


% no Pain nor Trouble to Him, may thus appear: 


1 Hs is an immenſe Being 3 Heaven is his 
"Throne, and the Earth is his Foot-/iool. Thoſe that 
have many Buſineſſes ſcattered up and 22 muſt 
needs ſuffer ſome of that Buſineſs to lie by neglect- 
ed, becauſe they themſclves are limitted Creatures. 
Some Thing: may be out of Order under the Go- 
vernment of the moſt prudent and pious Prince, 
1 _, becauſe” he cannot be at once in all Parts of his 
ominions: But Gon is omnipreſent,  fill;n 
Teaven and Earth. I/ thou goe/t up to Heaven 
* there ; if. thou make thy Bed in Hell, Sureſh 4 
ii there; if thou dwelleſt in the uttermeſt Part 
© Stab, there ſball his Hand lead thee, gat bis 1 


N " bang ſhall n thee. All OO are « win 
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Reach, wheteſoever any Thing is doing or to be 
done, there Gop is; who is preſentin every Place 
and with every Perſon, He ſtands at our Rioht- 
hands, and ſo may well guide them, ſo to do will 
coſt Him no Travel nor Trouble. In Hin we 
live, and move, and have our Being; not at a Dif- 

tance from Him, not out of Him, but in Him. 


2. Gop can eaſily govern the World, becauſe 
of his almighty Power, He is, ſtronger than all, 
his Word is enough | to_ accompliſh all his Will. 


The wiſeſt of Men ave fooliſh Creatures, and the 
ſtrongeſt are weak. Kingdoms and Nations have 
frequently proved 8 to potent Princes. 
Such Breaches have been made as they could not 
heal; ſuch Tempeſts have riſen as they could not 
lay: But Gop is of infinite Power, as He hath 
an Arm long enough to reach, ſo ſtrong enough 
to rule all Things. He binds the Sea with a 
Girdle, and ſtays its proud Waves, ſaying, Hi- 
ther Pall ye go, and no further, He makes the Wrath 
of Man to praiſe Him, tho“ it be more boiſterous 
than the Sea, and the Remainder thereof He ſhall 
reſtrain. He hangeth the World upon Nothing. He. 
bath compaſſed the Waters with Bounds : He divideth 
the Sea with his Power; the Pillars of Heaven 
tremble, and are aſtoniſhed at his Reproof. Lo, theſe 
are Part of bis Mays; but how little a Portion ts 
beard of Him ? and the Thunder of bis Power who 
can underſland ? The Power of bis Thunder is 
great, which diſcovered the Foreſt, and makes 
"the Hinds to calve. What then is the Thunder 
of his Power, when Gop doth but whiſper a Re- 
buke into the Ear of a Man, that maketh his 
Beauty to conſume like a Moth? What then can 
He do, nay what can He not da When be thunders 
from Heaven? In ſhort, bis Power Is, ureliltible, 
and his Will in all Things efficacious. He can 
Vor. XLIV. 8 maſter 
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maſter all Difficulties, and conquer all Enemie: 
and overcome all Oppoſition z when He hath z 
Mind to work, who ſhall let Him? He afks no 
Leave, He needs no Help, He knows no Impedi. 


ment. Mountains in his Way become Plains; inc 
His Counſel ſhall ſtand, and the rere of hi cor 
Heart to all Generations. | | wit 


b Gov. is fit to govern the World upon the 
22 of his Wiſdom' and ot uo His 
Eyes run to and fro through the Earth. He ob. fx 
— all the Motions and Ways of Mien. He He 
underſtands what hath been, is, and ſhall be. an 
Hell is naked before Hlim, how much more Earth.! 
His Eye is upon the Conclave of Rome, the Cabab 
of Princes, and the Cloſets of particular Perſons. Se. 
Excellently doth David ſet forth the Divine Om- 11 
nifcience, Pſalm cxxxix. Thou knoweſ/t my 2 Ha 
fitting, and my Up-rifing, and e op 
Thoughts afar. "of Thou. compaſſe/t my 'P „in 
my \Lying-down, and art acquainted with "op 1 BY 
Has; there is not a Word. mn my Tongue, but, ON fa 
Lon, Thou knoweft it altogetber. Thou baft beſet 
me bebind and befure. He knows not only what 
is done by Man, but alſo what is in Man, all hit 
Goodneſs, and all his Wickedneſs; all his Con- 
trivances, Purpoſes and Defigns ; The Heart is di. 
ceitful above all Things, and de borate wicked; 104 
can know it? Do you aſk who? The Anſwer is 
ready, JERHOVAH. He ſearcheth the Heart, H. 

h and poſſeſſeth the Rems. - Thoſe are dark 
Places, far removed from the Eyes of all the 
World; but Gop's Eyes are like à Flame of 


Fire, they carry their own Light with them,” and 


diſcover 

ir, and ſee what lurks chere, what is doing there 

F 
* 
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what Diligence ſhould we keep our Hearts, ſince 
Gop obſerves them with fo much Exactneſs 
Men may take a View of the Practices of -otliers, 
but Gop ſees their Principles; and to What they 
incline them. Vea, He knows how to order and 
command the Heart; not only how to affright it 
with Terrors, and to allure. it: with Kindnefles, 
and perſuade 1 it with Arguments, but likewiſe how 
to change it by his Power. He cannot only en- 
feeble it when ſet upon Evil, but alſo conſirm, ani 
fix, and fortify it to that Which is good.: The 
Hearts of Kings are in the Hands of | the: — 
and te turneth ous as the Rivers of Water: 

un "or 

4. Gow, is fit to ö the World upon the 
Score of his | Long-ſuffering +/and + Forbeardhces 
Thoſe that have the Reins of Government in theit 
Hands, had need be Perſons of excellent and cool 
Spirits; for if they have great Power, and but a 
ſmall Stock of Patience, they will ſoon put all 
into a Flame. That Man who hath but à little 
Family to manage, will in that meet wich Exer- 
eiſes enough; how much more he that is ſet over” 
a Kingdom; and unſpeakably more yet he that is 
to govern the World? ly conſidering the 
preſent State of the World, and how Things have 
been ever-ſince Sin made an Entry into it. 7 
whole Horld new lieth in N icledneſt; and Go is 
every Day mocked to his Face. Angelical Pati- 


ence, would ſoon be ſpent, and turn d into fuchFury = 


as would reduce all-into a Chat. There is not an 
Angel in Heaven, but if thete were a Commiſſion 
28 him, would do immediate Execution, and 

th the Sword of Vengeance in the Bowels of 


Malefactors. But G. is . in Patiencr, 
to oo -Tho' He be diſ- 


and 0 
— rn 2 — preſſed with the 


Fr of Men, event as 2 Catt is preſſed that is 
N : Aa 2 laden 
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tion, gar in the Gerede of bis Son cry- 
ed out, Ho hal I give thee up Ephraim? How 
all I deliver thee. Judah ? How ſhall I make thee a; 
Ke how fall: 1 es thee as Zeboim ? My Heart 
L of 1 will. not execute the Fierte- 

115 of mine dryer 7 will not return to defiroy E- 
phraims. fer I am Geb, and net Man. Thus we 

© Pol 4. eee for 945 Government of 

old. 


6 the Nec Place jet us enquire concerning 
the Extent of Gop's governing Providence, how 
far and unto what it reaches. And take this in 

general ; he whole World, and whatſoever is 
— the within the Comp * of Heaven and 
Earth, are ordered by Him as his Family, the 
Church is regarded by Him as his Spouſe, and all 
good Men as his Children. All Men, even the 
worſt and vileſt, with all their Actions, and all 
Creatures, even the meaneſt, are ordered by Gov. 
and directed to their appointed . ut we 
will deſcend to Particulars, _ N 


Fil, Tun Governing Proyidence of Gop 
extends itſelf to all Creatures whatſoever both 
animate and inanimate, the greateſt and the 
leaft. He rules the Stars, the Influentes of Pleiades, 
and the Bands of Orion are Him. He cauſeib 
the Sun to ſhine, "_ him daily and annual Jour- 
Wi: 998 v4. e pleaſeth ſtops him in his 


Courſe, 


.f 7 
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Courſe, and turns him back, when be comes out” of 
his Chamber as a Bridegroom, or a Giant refriſbed 
with Wine, He makes ſmall the Drops of Rain, 
and cauſeth them to fall upon one City, and not up 
another, He feeds the Fowls, an miert Cater- 
pillars, Locizſis, Flies as his Armits.. gels are bi 
Servants, abſolutely at his Beck, rea 2 erecut 
bis Will; and by Him they are ſent forth ty —＋ eu 
to his Children, and to puniſh 0 Enemies. 
enraged Devils in a Chain, and both EE N 
them, and employs them as He Himſelf thinks 
good. He permitted one to be a lying Spirit in 
the Mouth of Abab's Prophets. He Feber 9. 
tan to do much againſt Fob, yet kept him from 
touching his Life. He caſt b vils out Nor the Poſ- 
ſeſſed, and gave them leave to enter into an Herd 
of Swine. He governs Men too, keeping Abin 
lech from violating Sarah's Chaſtity, and, Laban 
from touching Jacob's Liberty or Goods, and Eau 
from offering Violence to his Life. The meaneſt 
Creatures are the Objects of his Cate, and = 
nobleſt are over-ruled by his Power. „„ — | 
Secondly, THE Governing Providence of Ges 
extends iefelf to all Motions and Actions. With- 
out Him we can do Nothing. As a err Aſ- 
ſiſtance is neceſſary to gracious Acts, ſo is a gene 
ral Concourſe to natural ones. Unleſs He ſupport 
we cannot ſtir à Step, nor ſtrike x 809 nor 
ſpeak a Word, nor form 4 Though 3 


pends the Creatures Actions 1 e 
thus He kept the Fire from ro 75 
ons 


rec 
Children that were Yon into it, gut fr 
its greateſt Rage: He ſtopt the Moth whel 
and kept them from prey ing upon D 
Hunger was feeding upon them: a 
that taught and commapdeditbe rapacipus I 
to forget itſelf,” that it wy carry Food to a Fd 

1 phet. 
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phet. Gon orders and directs Actions to Ends 
never deſigned by the Doer; yea, He makes the 
moſt vile and wicked Actions ſubſervient to maſt 
excellent Ends. The King of Aria thought of 
Nothing elſe but to 1 — Nations; but Gop 
ſent Him as N aug, his Juſtice to pu- 


niſn an bypocritical Nation, and the People of his 
Wrath.” Thus Gor. doth not only uphold his 
Creatures f in their Beings, and aſſiſt and engthen 


them in their Actions, but He doth alſo direct, 
order,” and over-rule thoſe Actions, ſo that their 
Iſſue ſhall be admirable. Wicked Men have baſe 
and foxdid Ends in the Commiſſion of Sin, but 
Goß hath holy Ends in his Permiſſion thereof: 
While they 2 7 their Luſts, He fulfills his Plea- 
ke Gen and "hp 


Wu Tuns governing and IEEE, Pro- 
vidence of Gor Wh itſelf to all Iſſues and 
Reſults of Things, both goes and n the Lot i 1 
caft into the Lap, * the i paſal thereof is of the 
Lord. Hei is the F ountain us all the 4 
Comforts which we enjoy, ſor which we are un- 


der everlaſting Obligations to praiſe his Name. 


That the Houſe is built, we owe more to Gop 
than'to the Workmen ; and in the Preſervation of 
the City, Gop is more to be thanked and ac- 


knowledged than the Watchman. It is unque- 


ſtionabl . Da to follow their Callings, and 
mind their Buſineſs, and ſtudy good Huſbandry, 


for the Sloggard, ſhall be ETSY with Rags, and 
will be glad of Huſks; but 15 aſter 


the Prodig 

all Endeavour and Care an Eſtate comes in, it is 

more of Gop's ſending than of Man's fetching. 

The Bleffing of God makes rich, and not Man's 
ihe nce Without it. When you are ſick, it is 

Wüdom and Duty to ſend for the moſt able, 

. dd 4 fkilful 


hy AG * 8 Heri, He acts 
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ſcilful and faithful Phyſicians, and to follow: the 
Method, and uſe the Means, which they preſcribes... 
but when your Diſtempers are removed, and your 
Health is reſtored, you are beholden mare to 
God than to Men and Means; for notwith 
ing them, your Souls would dwell in Silence, 75 
a Lokxp ſelf were not your Help. Da 
is not to the Strong, nor the Race to the Swift, 3 „„ 


P es. Are 


dath Promotion come from the Eaff, or the WH; 
op Loxp pulleth down one, MO 1 7 " 
of | 1 


So for evil Things, we are too prone to 1 . 5 

ſecond Cauſes, and care not to look ſo high a 

Gop ; but whether we take Notice of Him os no, 

there is no Rod under which we 2 * 897 8 

Hand lays it on. Elphasz tells us, Oe 
fiction cometh not forth from the Duſt, 2 * doth 

- I Trouble ſpring out of the Ground, i. . they do not 

come by Chance, tho“ many Thin ngy be Contin- 

5 I gences, yet all Things 1 a Cauſe: To us in- 

e 

i 


% I 9 SS W - we we. » 


deed they are cafual, but to God they are certain. 

He Himſelf forefaw, and fore-appointed them. 
There is nothing of Fortune, but all is of Counſel. 
. there any Evil in the City, and the Logd h 
D Wl vt done it; i. e. any penal Evil, any affliftive . 

f WW Evil. There is no Sicknefs nor Pain thou groaneſt 
under, not a Lofs thou meeteſt with, not a 8 | 

- that pinches thee, but thou mayſt write the Name 
d ef Gop upon it. He creates Darkneſs, as well as 
„rms the Light: When Things run croſs to Mens 
d Deſires and E pectations, they grow froward, and 
r Wquarrel at this — that; but let this ſilence hem, 
s and work them to an humble and patient Sub- 
. miſſion, that all is of Gop. Iſrael rebelled. againſt 
sche Houſe of David, therefore Raboboam armed 
is ¶ Judah and Benjamin to bring the Kingdom * 8 


5 nent: ſtay, faid Gon ye ſhall not go up, nor 
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fight againſt your Brethren, the Children of Tirae! , 

return every Man to his Houſe, for this Thing is of 
Me. All Geedis of Gopythat obligeth us to Thank- 

fulneſs. All Evil is of Gop, and that ſhould teach 
us patiently to ſubmit. 7 wes dumb, ſaid David, and 
opened not my Mouth, becauſe LORD, Thou didft it. 


IN che third Place we ſhall enquire after the 
Properties of Gop's Government, or the Manner 
how He orders and governs all Things, 


1. Gon doth govern the World myſteriouſly, 6 
the Text tells us, Clouds and Darkneſs are round 
abgut bim. As there are Myſteries in the Word, ſo 
in the Works of Gop : Things hard to be under- if 
ſtood, many Riddles, which puzzle Men of the 

| largeſt and moſt piercing Underſtandings. Behol2, 

1 zo-forward, but He is not there, and backward, in 
but I cannot perceive Him; on the Left Hand where 4 
He deb work, but I cannot behald Him; but He 0 
tngweth. the May that I take. Gon knoweth our er. 
Ways, and counteth our Steps, but the wiſeſt of fo 
Men do not know all Gop's Ways, His Way is bu 
frequently in the Sea, and his Chariot in the Clouds, 
ſo that He is inviſible, not only in his Eſſence, but 
alſo. in the Deſign and Tendency of his Operati- 
ons. Thoſe that behold Him with an Eye of Faith, 
do not yet ſee Him with an Eye of Underſtanding, 

ſo as to diſcern his Way, and whether He is going, 

St. Paul aſſures us, His Fudgments are unſearchable, 
and his Ways paſi finding out. Some of them indeed 

are obvious, plain and eaſy. We may upon the 
fuſt View give a ſatisfactory Account of them. We 

may read Righteouſneſs, Equity, Mercy, Love in 

| them, becauſe written in capital Letters, and with 

| ſuch Beams of Light, as he that runs may read them. 

| But others of Gop's Ways are dark andobſcure, ſo 

| that they are out of our Reach, and above our _ 


OB onS Gon mn mn tina. ae oo. 
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He that goes about in them to trace Gon, — 


quickly loſe himſelf. They are like that Han 
writing upon the Wall, which none of Bel/bazzar's: 
wiſe Men could read or interpret. ThereareSecrets of 


State and Government, which are not fit to be made a 


common. But this may be our Comfort, tho 


Gop doth not now give an Account of his — , 
ive a 


nor is He obliged thereunto, yet He r 
ſatisfactoty Account, and one Day his Peop 


be let into the Myſtery. And though many Thi y TH | 
1 


which Gop doth they know not now, yet 

ſon know them afterward. And when they ws 49 
they ſhall approve and admire, both the Things, the 
Reaſon, and the End; they ſhall then be 


reconciled to all Providence, and ſew” that all were: 


worthy of Gop. | +” 
2. Gor doth govern the World wil ; 

indeed threaten it as a dreadful Judgment upon 7u- 

dab and Feruſalem, Iſa. iii. 4. That He would give" 

Children to be their Fein: and Babes fhould' rule 

over them Not meaning Children in Years, for” 

1 85 2 Child, was one of the beſt of their Kings, 


ut Children in Underſtanding g; ſuch as had no 


Prudence, nor Conduct, knew not how to hold the 
Reins, or direct the Courſe. It is certainly fatal 


to the World when a young, fooliſh: Pha#ton is got 
into the Chariot; when an unſkilful Pilot fits at 
Helm, the Paſſengers of the Ship will ſoon be 


brought to their laſt Prayers. But Gon is wiſe in 
Heart, yea, infinite in Wiſdom : All the Freaſures 
of Wiſdom are in Him, and no Wiſdom is to be 
found in Angels or Men, but what came from 
Him, and all that (were it united in one) would 
not be comparable to what is in Him. The * 
W iS God is * than Men. ; 


3 He b 


— —_— 
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 TreRE are two Things of which Wiſdom con- 
fiſts, and both are in Gop moſt eminently : Know. 
ledge of the Nature of Things, and Prudence to 
dil and order them. Gop knows all Things 
perfectly, and orders them all exactly; all Things 
are naked and opened beſore Him, and moſt curioully 
and accurately managed by Him. Men in Autho- 
Thing ſometimes miſtake and miſcarry, doing meny 


amiſs: But in all Things Gop acts very 


willy: He is not a Man that ſhould err or repent; 
ever ſince the Creation all Things have been done 


with that unreproveable Exactneſs, that if the World 


were to begin again, there ſhould not be an Alte- 
ration in a Title. All hath been ſo well that 
Nothing can be mended. Thoſe dark and obſcure 
Paſſages of Providence, at which good Men are 
ſtartled, and by which, all Men are poſed, are ex- 
cellent ang curious Strokes, and as ſo many well- 


plac'd Shades, 2 which commend the Work, and ad- 


mirably ſet off the Beauty of Providence. That is 
a great Script ture moſt worthy of our particular No- 
tice, Epbe/. 


i. 11. He worketh all Things according 1% 


the Coun 2 his Will. eh Words cn y yok 


| ings. . A Nl 


1. Tun OE of fan 2 in his Operati- 


ons. He aſketh not Leave of any, Men 


nor Angels; He is not beholden. to them, He doth 


not adviſe with them,. He cannot be forced or hin · 
deted by them, He acts not according to their 


Will, Bat His on, and fulfils, all bis Pleature.. 
2. Tüte Wildom' of. Bop in His working, 


Works arc dons in Judgment 


; s * 5 
4 * 8 
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He 
doth all actording i to his Counſel; He is a Gon of 
adgment, à moſt judicious x Cow, mw al bly 
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Ir is ſaid of Gon. Ja. xxviii. 29. that He is 
wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in Warking ; 3 this 

latter neceflarily follows the former, He muſt 

needs be excellent in Working becauſe wonder- 

ful in Counſel: All that He doth is the Reſult of a 

moſt admirable Judgm ent, and mature Counſel. 

The holy Prophet therefore was raviſhed in his 

Spirit 4 the Conſidet ation of Gop's Works, 

both for their Number and for their Wiſdom; 

Fſal. civ. 24. O Lonxn, how manifold are thy 

Works, in Wiſdom hy Thou made them all ! They 

are very many, yet all very good ; notwithſtanding 

their Multitude and Vacs God miſcarried in 
none; chere is an n Impreſs of W upon ha 

.. 


3. Gon gorerns all Things eee whore 
the Word of a King is, Solomon tells us there is 
Power. What Power then doth the Word of Gop 
carry with it? He orders and rules, turns and over- 
turns Things as He thinks good. That is a; com- 
fortable Place which we have, Ia. xxxiii..11, The 
Counſel of the Lo RD flandeth for ever, and the 
Thoughts of his Heart to all Generations. The Coun- 
ſe] of the Lok p doth ſo ſtand that all Things ſhall 
fall before it that rife up in Oppoſition to it. The 
Counſel of the Heathen is brought to Nought, and 
the Devices of the: People are of no Effet. As 
the Rod of Moſes prevailed againſt the Rod of the 
Magicians, ſo do the Thoughts and Counſels of 
God againſt all other Thoughts and Counſels that 
run counter to them, P/el. cxxxv. H.  H#hatſoever 
the Lox p pleaſed, that He did, in the Heaven and 
in the Earth, and in the Seas, and in all _ 7 2 | 
Gop's Will obtains every where. e an, 
down Devil, you muſt yield. Things hot de 
as you will, but as Gop will. We m may well ſay, 
ky. hath refed bis wil? Many indeed diſobey 


and 


apo A SERMON on 


and ſin againſt the Will of .his'F but none 
ever ſhall fruſtrate the Will of his Purpoſe, for He 
* — 2 . 


83 


Many Men thinks — — they will 00 
er they will. eſpecially great Men who are ad- 
— Place; and armed with Power. Their 
Will is cheir own Reaſon, and ſhalt be other Mens 
. | Laws, bueolap 7 will dene; Will, is 2 Speech 
too loſty for a Creature. When they exalt their 
Wills oan bind their Hands, and break theit 
Necks. How reſolved was Pharach ? He would 
do this and that, that he would, Exad. xv. 9. Th: 
4 amy ſaid, I wil purſue; I will vuertate, I wil 
"vide the yal my Luft ſhalt be ſatisfied on them, 
«Evil drato m mine Hand ball roy then. 
| But Gon re ved, that as high and great and proud 
N as Fbaraob was, be ſhould not have his Will, and 
j Cop was too bard for him, ver. x. Thou didft bleu 
| _ - with the Wink, the Cca covered them, they ſunk down 
| . Lead inthe mighty Haters, ly the Bla God 
1 they perifhed, and bythe Brratb of bis Neftrils thy 
| - were camſumed Gon did eaſily ſcatter and conſume 
them, as if they had been but Duſt or Chaff; the 
Breath of Jop Noſtrils ſtopt the Breath of their 
Noſtrils. Nay Gos need not ſend forth à Blaſt, 
— — oY Look, the'Hoſt of the Ægy⸗ 
- ftans were troubled. When Go hides his Face 
from his People, - He: troubles them, and when I: 
looks upun his — He can trouble them. 8 
* N Lt „ G * 414 ** — E ds 8 | 
| "of Mengibut He — d dind their Wills yea 
and turn their Hearts too'as the Rivers of -Wate © 
He can make Enemies to be at Peace, and Lions to 
lia down with Lambs, and with Kids 


| | "and Egpeians to give hein . 0 


N r , 
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He can not only pacify them, but reconcile them, 
turning their Enmity into Friendſhip, their — 
into Love. Eſau reſolved to kill his Brothed 
but he embraced him, fell on his Neck killed 
him. Obſerve that Paſſage, which plainly : 
Gop's Power over the Spirits and Wills of 
Exad. xxxiv. 43, 24. Gop's Command there — 
Thrice in the Year ſhall all yaur Aen-· Chilurem appear 
before the LoD GOD of Nasal And his Promiſe 
was this, No Aan ſball defire thy. Land, when thou 
ſhalt go up to — fore the LORD thy Gon thrice 
in the Year. Jews were invironed- with: Ene- 
mies, and thoſe — might very well deſire 
their Land, flowing with Milk and Honey; and 
when all the Males were gone up to Feru/alem, 
that was a fit Opportunity for an luvaſion. But 
faith God, trouble not yourſelves, do your Duty, 
go up when I bid pwr and — — — 
overrule in the C 3 
| will look to your Borders; 12 — order > Soi 
rits of your Enemies, that not a Man among them 
ſhall have any Mind to give you a Diſturbance, or 
to make an Inroad into yout Country. And this 
may afford ſtrong Conſolation to us in the ver 
worſt of. Times, and when Things are 
that the Gon whom we ſerve, hath chan an a effeftual 
Influence upon the Hearts and Wills of Men, even 
of thoſe that are 2 en- 
00 an a 

ey -o* — 3 6 

* the Text - = * FF . 
are the Habitation 11 true; many 
Times Aﬀairs are — and) Things at ſuch 
a * Vice encoura and — frowned” up- 
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bave Wendls. But it doth not Dookie any 
ot us to call the great and glorious Gon down to 
the Bar of our Reaſon, nor to meaſure his Deal- 
ings with our Line. It is not for us to be his Coun- 
ſellors or Judges. Rather, where we cannot com- 
prehend Him, let us adore Him, ſtill reſolving with 
Feremy to hold faſt this Concluſion, Rigbteous art 
TD O Lok p, And this is certain, whatſoever 
Advantages fome wicked Men may have as to out- 
ward Enjoyments, yet even here good Men have 


the better of them, their Lines are caſt in more 


pleaſant Places, ſo that wy have no Cauſe of Envy 


| mts "206- earned 0 


Hove wicked Men at — Time the Smiles of 
tbe World, the Favour of great Ones, do they 
gliſter with Jewels, and abound with ſenſual Com- 
forts? But good Men, though they be poor and 
and deſpiſed, and counted the Off. ſcouring of the 
World, have the Love of Gop's Heart, which is 
moſt Sieb better than Wine, the Graces of his 
Spirit which are beyond the Gold of Ophyr 3-and 


the Light of his" Countehance, and Beams of his 


Favour, which _—_ the moſt lightſome and com- 
tortable Day. They are arraytd with the Robe of 
Righteouſneſs and Garment of Salvation, which 
dorn them more than Garments of wrought Gold. 
Chrift leads them into his Banqueting-houſe, and 
there ſpreads over them the Banner of bis Love, 


which affords the ſureſt Protection, and the fweet- 
eſt Shade. Who but themſelves are able to tell or 


conceive what unſpeakable and 'glotious Joy they 


have; what Triumphs and Exultings of Soul, nel 
Feſus kiſleth them with the Kiſſes of his Lips, and 
by his own Spirit witneſſeth with theirs that they 
are the Children of Gop. What are Mines of 
Gold, what are Crowns and Scepters to one 


Drachm of Grace, one Smile ſrom Heaven, ope 
Wbiſ⸗ 


E 
E 
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Whiſper of Divine Love, one Embrace of a Sa- 
viour? Curſed, ſaid noble Galeacits, be that Man who 
counteth all the World worth one Hours Communion 
with Jeſus Chriſt! And if one Hour of Communion 
be ſo precious, what is a Life of Communion?̃ 


Bor then, ſtay till the Winding up of che Bot- 
tom, till that laſt and great Day ſhall dawn, iu 
which there will be a Revelation of the righteous 
Judgment, and of the matvellous Goodneſs of 
(Gon, wherein the Wicked ſhall: be ſtript of all 
their Honour and Power, of all tbeir Riches and 
Plea ſures, and turned into Hell, for he unquench- 
able Fire, and the Worm of Conſcięnce eternaliy 
to feed upon them: And thoſe who have cloſed 
with Chri/t, and bawed to his Sceptet, and walked 
cloſely with, GoD, and ſtudied the Power of God- 
linefs, ſhall enter into Peace, and be cloathed with 
Glory, and fit upon Thrones, poſſeſſed of a+ Ful- 
neſs of Joy, and drinking Rivers of Pleaſure, on- 
ger the brighteſt and warmeſt Beams of divine Love, 
and in the full, uninterrupted; Enjeoyment of theſe 
Things which Kye,hath nat ſeen, nor Car hear 4. nor 
baue entered ino the Heart of: Aan. hen allſ the 
Wor Id, the moſt ſtupid and unteachable P art of it 
will be throughly convinced, that there is a Reward 
for the Righteous, a Gon that judgeth in the. Earth, 
and that true Godlineſs is profitable for all Things, 
both for the Life that now, is, and for. that Which is 
to come. Therefore in the mean Lime, though 
Clouds and Darkneſe ate round abaut abe Throne, 

ct let us rejoice in the firm Belief/ of hat ahe 
Prophet tells us, Fſelm clxy. 15. T Loan i. 
righteous in all his I ays, and holy in all his diſ or is. 
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pf Tus laſt Thing promiſed. for the P: of this, 


that Gop's Governing the World may well ſup⸗ 
port us in che Midſt of all DiſtraQions, is to rer 
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ſent to your Conſideration ſeveral Things more 
particularly relating to the Church and People of 


Fo oft > . , 5 

„ — 8 

Go. And they are theſe: 

21901 144 Kr f * 
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1. Tus Nearneſs, Dearneſs, and Intimacy of 
thar Relation, in which the Church ſtands to Gov. 
What may not the Wife and Children of a loving 
and arab, Kang prom. emſelyes fro. his-Go 
vernment 7 Certainly they may well be aſſured, fo 
long as he keeps his Throne, they ſhall want nei. 
ther Defence nor Comfort. The Church is God's 
Vineyard, and will He not water it, and keep it 
every Moment, leſt any hurt it? She is the Spouſe 
of Chrift, and will He not be tender over her, and 


- 


kind te her? He is a Father to bis People, and 
wil! He got E N afford them 
Makarehante and neceſſary Supplies? He is more 
tHan u Mother to them, and will He not draw out 
his Breaſts of Conſolation to them! Doubtleſs they 
may expect all Good, all Kindneſs, all Comforts 
from Him, who hath been graciouſly pleaſed to put 
Himſelf into all Relations unto them. David looked 
with 3 Ye of Faith hut to. one Keie in which 

on todd to him, the 8 my Sbepberd; and 


from thenee he Taw fifficient, Encouragement to 


conclude, that he odd not want, What mayſt 
thou then, O Believer, argue from all Gop's Re- 
lations? He is my Gop, my King, my Maſter, 
my Father, my Huſband ; therefore ſurely I ſhall 
not want. He is a Sun and Shield, a Sun for 
Comfort, and a Shield for Security. In hir Beams 
then hi Children ſpall rejoice, and in his Shadow ſhall 
they fit eh, and ne good Thing ſhall He with-blld 
ae that wolk upright... 


* 


itt Uns 120 | | ey * * 5 
2 Tur ſpecial Intereſt which Gop hath in his 
Church and People: They are his Portion and In- 
heritance; and no one will, if he can help it, * 
an W ; N ; 8 
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Pſalm xcvii. 1, 2. E 
bis Portion. Naboth would not part with his In- 
p heritance 2 any Terms, neither ſell nor change 
it; much leſs will Chriſ with His. His People 
are his Jewels, and will 110 ſuffer them to be loſt ? 
They are his Treaſure, and what! ſhall 55 2 
mies rob Him of that? No, no, where bis Tres are 
is, there is hit Heart alſs;. and whete his Heart i 
wh ſhall his Eye be watching, and: his Hand. 1 
Power ſhall be ſtretched: out, and 5 335 
Protection ſhall be ſpread abroad, and 
itſelf ball be for Walls and Bultuar li. The” 0 
which Gop hath in all the World is not compata- 
ble to that Intereſt which Gon hath in the Church. 
The reſt are but his Slaves, theſe are his Children; 
the reſt are but the rude Wildernefs, theſe axe his, 
Gardens incloſed; In others He ſees bis Power, 
but in theſe his Image and his Son. Others are the 
at © Work of his Hands, but theſe are the Wann 
ſhip of his Spirit. | A 
ut 3. Thar entire Affection which He auth TON 
ed Church and People. As He ſtands in all Relations, 
þ I to them, ſo He Rach all Affections for them. — 27 
ad rhat underſtand what Love is, feel within yourſelves. \ 
to what a mighty Power and Vigour there is in it. 
yt Now there is no Love in the World comparable to 
+. the Love of Gop. He hath a Flame to our Spark, 
er, mn Ocean to our Dr G The deareſt of Gop's 
Love is placed upon C and in and for Chr 2 
Sake the ſame Love is — upon the Church and 
People of Chriſt; Thou haſt loved them, as Thou hoſt: \ 
loved Me. And what will not ſuch Love dc 
will awaken Care, and call forth Power,. and ES 
gage Wiſdom, and open the Exchequer, and fti 
at no Pains, no Expence, Iſaiab xliii. 4. Sing- 
thou waſt precious in my Sight, thou haſt, y R 
nourable, and I have laved thee, there fore will 1 0; ie dd 
r or thee," * 202 thy Life. Gov ioves 
the 
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the Gates of Sion more than all the Dwellings of Ja- 
cob, and the Dwellings of Jacob more than all the 
Tents and Palaces of Wickedneſs, and more than all 
the Thrones 'of © Imquity, that frame Miſchief by a 
Law; for theſe ſhall bave no Fellowſhip with Him. 


He loves one Saint more than He doth ten thouſand 


e s, and his poor Church more than 
the World. And ſinee this Gop, who is fo 
much your Friend, governs the World, fit down 
and think how much you may expect from Him; 


ern Good is there which you may not ex- 
= »& Þ 7-784 e + 4 5+ "} "43 1 * * 4 Y. 


Wende #23 it i for ages leid 

l 6a F | 8 » . * 
I. God hath eſpecially charged Himſelf with his 
Church and People. Now” a good King looks 
upon it as his Duty to ſtudy and promote the 


Welfare of all his Subjects, but in 'a more parti- 


cular Manner, the Happineſs of his Conſort and 
Children. = 


Turn is, as T have ſhewn, a general Provi- 
dence of Gop, which extends itſelf to the whole 
World; but befides that, there is a ſpecial Provi- 
denee exerciſed about good Men, of whom He is 
as tender as the Apple of his Eye. The Intereſt of 
His People lies cloſeſt to his Heart, and doth moſt 
engage his Thoughts. © Others are under his Eye, 
which runs to and fro through the Earth; but theſe 
are under his Wing. Doth Gop tale Care of 
Oren? Yes, that He doth, and of Aſſes too, and 
"of young Lions, and Wolves, and Bears, and Ty- 
gers, and all the Beafts of Prey; but He takes ano- 
he of Cate for his Lambs, and his Doves 
in the Clefes of the Rock, and in the ſecret Places 
of the Stairs. You read, and* rejoice when fou 
"read, 1 Tim. 22 | — He is = —_ of all 
"Men, but eſpecially of thrſe that believe. They ate 
"His peculi ee te fo the Objects of his pe- 
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the Windows of Heavens were opened, ap, the, 


Palm 2008. 1, 3. ao: 


culiar Care; whatſoever Gon doth, He minds 
them z and whoever are neglected, they are not. 
What! Noab drowned in * Waters of the De- 
luge, or Lot burnt with Sodom and Gamorrab and 


the Cities of the Plain! No, no, it could not poſ- 


libly be: Neah muſt be ſecured. in the Ark before: 


Fountains of the great Deep were broken up . 
Lot muſt be arrived at Zoar, the City of his & 4 
before the Storm of Fire and Btimſtons could Fall. * 


5. Gop hath already done great and marvello 
Things for his People, not only in the . 
Way of his. common Providence, but likewi 
—_ forth extraordinary and magnificent Acts 
whenſoever their Caſe did call for — Miracles 
have been Nothing to Him at ſuch a Time; He 
hath not only wrought one or two, but multiplied 
them; there hath been a Series of them, as if He 
counted them cheap. His Arm hath awakened and 
ut on Strength, and alſo put forth Strength. No 
eſs than ten wonderful Plagues did He ſend u 
Ifrael's Ge $ 


that proud King Pharaai 
and rather than he ſhould not have let them go, He 
would have ſent a thouſand more. And if after 
they were gone, Pharaoh would purſue them, Gop 
would make for //rael a Way through the Sea, and 
for Pharaoh and his Hoſt a Grave in it. 

Courſe of Nature was ſtopt, and the Sun male @ 
ſtand ſtill upon Gibeon, and the Moon in the Valley 
of Mualon, that his People might avenge themſelyes 
upon their Enemies. Clouds . ſhowered down 
Manna upon them, and flinty Rocks poured gut 
Water. And though ſuch Kind of Works have 
not been performed in the latter Days, yet, Go» 
in them hath not. left Himſelf. without Witneſs, 
neither is bis Arm ſhortened: Miracles are as eaſy 


to Him bow as they were formerly, and if Need 


were 
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were He would do them. But beſides them, con-. 
ſider theſe three Things, which Gop hath done 


5 


. He hath in all Times preſerved and kept up 
4 Church in the World. Though Cbriſi bath but 
à little Flock, and that 8 

Wolves, yet He hath always had a Flock. When 
all Fleſh had corrupted their Way, there was a 
Church in Nals Family, When {/rael. had ge- 
nerally perverted their Way, and turned aſide to 
abominable Idolatry, there were ſtill reſerved ſeven 


thouſand faithful Worſhippers, that had not bowed 


the Knee to Baal. In the thickeſt Darkneſs, and 
moſt furious Rage of Popery, there were thoſe that 


owyned and ſuffered for the Truths of the Goſpel, 
The four mighty Monarchies of the World have 
been ſhaken — and broken in Pieces, but 7h: 
Kingdem of the Lok D is an everla/ting Kingdom, and 
his Dami nion is from Ceneralion io Generation. The 
Church indeed hath not been always alike conſpi- 
cupus, nor hath it always been in the ſame State of 
Purity, . Peace and Proſperity; but it hath always 


< — 


2. Gop hath employed Angels for his Church, 
whe knowing 


| it to be the Will of their great Cre- 
ator, readily comply and chearfully obey. As the 
Gates of, Hell ſet themſelves againſt, is, ſo doth the 
Hoſt of Heaven engage for it, Heb. i. 14. They are 
all miniſtring Spirits, ſant forth to miniſter for them 
wha ſball be Heirs of Saluation. When the Prophet 
Elifba was in Danger from environing Enemies, 
the Mountain was immediately garriſoned with 
Horſes and fiery Chariots, that came in to be his 
Guard. They have it given them in ben. 
pelo) 


fled with ravening 


tant _ nor his Truth without ſome faithful 
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to bear the Saints up in their Hands, and to encamp 
round about them; and may not this be a fingular 
Comfort to Believers ? What, though they be the 
Odjects of Hell's Envy, and Earth's Malice, yet 
they are God's Datlin 085, and'the Charge of An- 
gels! And whatſoever 

them, they not ia Pons e Tore but de 
light to do ſo. 


'Þ * gti 5 © lle 


3. Gov hath Oy all Things to the Church's 


Advantage, ſo that it hath not been à Lofer in the 


Upſhot ; both the North and the South Wind have 
made Spices to flow forth. Al Things work Toge- 
ther for Good is them who l ẽ GOD. *Comfo 
Croſſes, Mercies and - Judgments, 'Sunfhine ar 
Storms, 'Ordinances' and Afflictions, every Thing, 
all Things are emj Poe all buſy, all at Work, 
and all at Work for Take a wicked Man, 
and all Things are againſt him; take a Child of. 
Gop, and all Things are for him, all are ſent u 
an excellent Deſign, and ſhall proſper in it. More 
particularly, Oppoſttions, Perſecutions and fiery _ 
Trials have iſſued in theſe three * "_ are 
choice Advantages.” WIN Jes, oy 
1. By theſe Things 12 "apo Les 
Good and the Bad, 4 Precious and the Vile. In 
thoſe Fields where there is Care taken to ſow the 
beſt and cleaneſt Corn, the envious One will come 
and ſcatter Tares. Churches contract Filth and = 
Corruption as well as other Bodies, and . 
they were very pure in their firſt * H 
terward they degenerate. © Some among them leave -* 
their firſt Love and their firſt Works, and Jive not 
according to the Goſpel. Now Afflictions are tlie 


are the Fan of 'Chri/t; with which he clears" his 
Floor; they ate his Fire for the Refining . 
0a, 


ork Angels have to do for 


Phyſick Gop gives for the purging them out; theſe © 
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Gold, and fevering it from the Droſs. When 


were Strangers to the Power, 


bettered ; in ſuch Times, and by ſuch Means, thei: 
Corruptions are mortified, and their Graces are 
brightened. The Trees of Righteouſneſs root the 
faſter for being ſhaken with Tempeſts, and flouriſh 
the more for their Pruning. Their fierce, Trials 
refine ' their Souls, and heat them into a greater 
Zeal for God and Holineſs. The very Rage and 
Malice of their Enemies doth ſtrengthen their Care, 
and Taiſe , their Reſolution, fo that they grow 
ſtronger and ftrenger. Upon theſe two Accounts, 
when Times are ſaddeſt, and Perſecution. hotteſt, 
Whatever may be ſaid of the Actings of Men, there 
is no Cauſe to complain of Male-Adminiſtration on 
Cop! Part, ſo long as the Church is made purcr, 


8. 


p 4 * 
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and the Saints are made better. But, 
err nt T9 ?Qfirf 1 TLS!1. OJAL0 IT3- U: qt 


J b theſe Pettions the Church nennen 
and the Number of her Children is increaſed. The 
Oppreffing of the 1ſraclites by Pharaoh, iflued in 
their Maſciplyin ** Wben the Church at Jeriſa- 
lem was . — the Kingdom of Chri/? was en- 
ed the more. Thoſe Afflictions which hap- 
pened to St. Haul, ended in the Furtherance, of the 
Sele "The Bee &f the ang hath all alon 
* been the Seed of the Church. Perſecutors are Fools 
as well as Mad-men; they loſe what they do; 
Chrift and the Goſpel gain. So doth (30D out- 
ſhoot his Enemies, and makes their very Wrath to 
praiſe Him. Do you, all you that proſeſs Religion 
and Godlineſs, look to it, that the Number of 
Chriftians be not lefſened through your wretched 
£8 50 07 A189 TYHIFOT e TRY £2 - a | Ka  Apoſtacy, 
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Apoſtacy, and then it ſhall be augmented through 
your Firmneſs and holy Conſtancy. That is the 
fifth Thing by which we may fupport and comfort 
ourſelves, dix. The great Things which Gop hath 


done for his People Eg ä 
- y Sn, zone bus evidyuor it yo: 8 


Ae. Jaſls Gi Din. 1104 ith! L348 J 
the Act is finiſhed, che Stage ſhal | be Ta 


And as Gop continues the World for the Sake of, 

\ x 1331-10 3058 ene 203 #7 
the Church, ſo He hath great Things yet in his 
A bepoſe, which muſt not fail of  Accompliſhment. 
a Jch = theſe, the giving great, Peace to her Chil-, 


be den, the bringing down her proud and inſulting 
: Enemies. "The bringing in both bis antient Peo- 
Fl ple the Fews, avd the Fulneſs of the Gentz/es.. 
© Tue making the Place of his Feet glorious, and 
ſetting up the Mountain of his Ra the Top... 
18 1 the Mountains, and cauſing the Kings of the 

:arth to bring their Glory and the Honour of | the. 


0 neee 
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h 7. Gop hath laid upon Himſelf ſtrong Obliga- 5 
\to ions to do theſe Things, and therefore we are on 
755 the ſure Hand. Go ath bound Himſelf by Pro- 
"of nile, and that is 805 Security; God's Word is 
del "ed in Heaven. God can as ſoon ceaſe to be, as 


halify his Word. Whatſoever thou haſt a ** | 
olds WY Yu 
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for, O Believer, thou mayſt be as ſure of, as if 
thou hadſt the Thi in thine own Poſſeſfon. 
And how dark ſoever, Providence may ſeem to be, 
do not fear; for there always i is a ſweet Harmon 
between Providences and Promiſes, yea the great 
Work and Buſineſs of Providence is * give — 


# — * ty. , 
Nr eee e Phaſes... . 12 

8, Gov is greatly noted in he Welfare of 

We Church and People; He is more coucerned 

than we are; and all the Men in the World. It F 

is true, we are nearly concerned in the Proſperi- . 

ty of the Church; in the Church's Peace it is that I / 

. ſhall Have Peace; Our all is embarked in this I | 

if that ſhouls be caſt away, we are ruined. I , 

Ter Rong jon be loft, and we are loſt. Farewell II. 

Protderity and all that you can call Good; and p 

therefore none of us ſhould be carcleſs, or want- 5. 

ing to Prayer or Duty. But know, Gop is more I g 

than we are. As to this lower World, W 4 

 Gop's Stock of Glory lyes in the Hands of his pe 

do 

an 

Cr 

bel 

ant 


_Charch and People, a and his Revenue is brought 
in by them, and will He not look after "them? 
hy us not fear where no Fear is; let us not fear 
in the Midſt of Fears. We may de confident 
that Gop will wiſely ſteer the Courſe, and car- 
ry the Ship ſafe into 4 Harbour, in which He hath 
his Name and Honour embarked, He will never 

ve his Glory to another, nor his Praiſe to graven fl @ 
Fo mages; and if not to graven Images, then not WM 
to Papiſts. E thoſe curſed Phiſiſtines ſhould M 
take the Ark, yet know aſſuredly, the captivated p 
Ark will be tos * for Dagon ; graven Image 
und all Tiofttry all fall before it. No” | 


«21. LaarLY; Tet us comfort vetſetves ; with this 
"Wit the Government is laid upon Chri/t's A 77 
g N the Sceptre Nee we 


of (0D, to to 


1 ow 


him, Goyp the Father bath ſet Him u 
King upon his holy Hill of Zion, and 
tabliſhed and fixed his Throne, that 
with Scorn upon all the Attempts of 
mies. And ell that Power l 
committed to Him, and is to be: ed by. H. 
ſor the Continuance and Comfort of his Church. 
He is made Head -over all Things. ta the Cburcb. 
Whatſoever He hathias Head, is. 12 the Advan- 
tage of that his myſtical Body. And what — 
we not expect from ſuch a Father as God, fro 
ſuch a King as Fe/us And with bo bo ne, — 
Delight may we ſit under his Shadow! W Rel 
winks the holy Pſalmiſt ſay, P 8 2. 

Iſrael rejoice Fl Him that mad 4 ler the Children 
ef Sion be jayfiel in their King. Fre rom, what. 8 52 
hath done, we may ſtrongly argue to that which 
He will doi He was incarnate for his Church, 
He was made under the Law for her, He became 
poor for her, He humbled himſelf for her, He — 
down his Life for her, He bare the Rage of 
and the Wrath of Gon for her, 1 endure 
Croſs, and deſpiſed, the Shame, becauſe it was — 
ber, and therefore queſtion moe) brag: * = 
wk, edn are Bb F115: :W i 


Power both in Heaven and Earth = wp. rs 
151 
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eee you - WY. e the. People 
fetch Support and Conſolation — 
this precious Truth. The Times in Which we 
live are indeed very dat and tempeſtudus, Gop o 
is ſhaking all van But let this 1; — and 
quiet and comfort that however Things, go, 
God (ill young Jy World. And that this my 
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[ | 1. MAKE ſure that you be in the Number of 
3 Chrift's Subjects; ſuch as have ſubmitted: to his 
Government, and are devoted to his Fear. If you 

| have kiſſed the Son, you may rejoice at the 
Thoughts of God's governing the World, when 
E feel and are aſſured of his governing in your 
Hearts. Then may the Remembrance and Con- 
ſideration of his univerſal Kingdom be cordial to 
you, when you find He hath erected a Kingdom 
within you. This is firm Ground of ſtrong Con- 
ſolation, and of Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 
If you are the loyal Subjects of Chriſ's King- 
dom, then you are the Children of his Famih), 
and you may promiſe yourſelves that He will care- 
fully look after you, and graciouſſy provide for 
you! He hach a peculiar Reſpect to his peculiar 
People, for them He hath à ſtrong Tower, in 
which they ſhall bebſaſe, when He cometh out of 
Bis Place to puniſh the Inhabitants of the Earth 
for their Iaiquity. Judgment begins at the Houſe 
ol Gon, and that is to make Way for Mercy, 
thoſe Judgments prepare for Deliverances here and 
for Glory! hereafter, But O] the dreadful Storms 
© bf Wtath that ſhall fall upon the Wicked, what 
Thunder-bolts will Gop) aſſail chem with, that 
will ſtrike them down in the Lake which bums 
with Fire and Brimſtone, and ſhall never be 
quenched, Come, Chriſtians, truſt in the Lokb, 
and give up yourſelves to Him, and chen when | 
Enenſies threatenlyou, and 3 you, and M 
Fear is on every Side, even then Mercy ſhall com- ¶ of 
pals yo about. A1 ligy 919 fon NN :e 
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2. HxEDrörI lock to it, that you govem i th, 
- yourſelves according to the Will and Law of Gov ve 
Ihen may you take the Comfort" of Gop's g- un 

verning the World. When you wiſely rule your be] 

„n Spirits, and your Aſfoctions, and-Converl I the 


tions, 


Pſalm xcvii. 1, 2. 
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tions, there is a Promiſe, that znto ſuch GoD wil 


eto his Salvation. The Laws of a Land protect 
the Subjects ſo long as they keep them. A Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law is the endangering of+ a Sub- 
ject. He ſball gi ue bes: Angels Charge over thee to 
keep thee in all thy Mays. Their Commiſſion, as 
large as it is, reaches no farther; when you leave 
that, you Joſe your Guard; but while you keep 
your Way, Angels, yea che Gop of Angels will 
keep you. Do not ſo much fear loſing your Eſ- 
tate, or your Liberty, or your Lives, as lofing 
your Way, and leaving your Way; fear that 
more than any Thing; Nothing but Sin expoſes 
you to Miſery, So long as you keep your Way, 
— ſhalt keep other Things, or if you loſe any 
bing you ſhall get that which is better; though 
may be Sufferers for Chri/t, you ſhall not be 

ers by Him. If a good Man ſhould be de- 
prived of his temporal Comforts, it will commend 
ſpiritual ones the more to him. God's Voice is 
never ſo ſweet, as when He fpeaks comfortably in 
a Wildernefs: - If a Child of Gop ſhould be cut 
off by a violent Stroke, he is thereby brought the 


ſooner to his Father, If enraged; Perſecutors add 


to his Sufferings, in ſo doing they add to his 
Crown; and by moking his Burden heavy, they 
make his Glory the more exceeding weighty. 


3. LET Gop's governing the World be the 
Matter of your Faith: No Truth will be a Staff 
of Support, unleſs you carry it in a believing Hand, 
Precepts will not prevail, Threatnings will not awe 
you, and Promiſes will not comfort you, any far- 
ther than they are believed. Preſent you with ne- 
ver ſo precious a Cordial, it will do you no Good 
unleſs it-be-mingled by you with Faith; therefore 
believe that the Management of all Things is in 
the Hand of God, and pray that you may have a 

N 1 ; Wel 
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well confirmed Faith hereof; when Faith is weak, 
it affords butweak Comfort ; ſtrengthen your Faith, 
and that will greaten your Peace and raiſe your 


Joy. | 34.41 a . 
To chis End, be careful that 70 do Nothing to 


. 
* 


the Prejudice of your Faith, do not you weaken 
that which muſt ſupport you; , what a Madneſs 
Was it for Sampſon to Jet his Locks be cut, when 
he knew he ſhould loſe bis Strength together with 
them. Now, there is Nothing in the World ſo 
pre judicial to Faith as Sin Is. 4 guil:y Conſcience 
_ U6th always make a Palſey Hand, ſbaking, when- 

foever it goes about to lay Hold of Gop and Chr, 
or any Promiſe. Rebukes ta Conſcience are ſe- 
vere Checks to Faith. What is % Gon, to one 
that cannot fay, 2 Gop ? Guilt makes Faith 
and Comſort tun low; whereas great Peace have 
they "that love the Law, and nothing ſhall offend 
them + They have Peace in Trouble, Joy in Sor- 
row, Calms in Storms, inward, Sedateneſs in the 
Midſt of qutward Commotions, I eur. Hearts con- 
dm us not, then have we Boldneſs towards Gon, 
and if ſo, then Comfort comes in from every 
Proſpe& which we have of Gop., Let us then 
look upon Him which Way we will, we ſhall fee 
Smiles and Delights ; that very Appearance, which 
is dark to others, will give Light to us. 


Laß, Be very ferious and frequent in your 
Meditations he? Gon's governing the World i 
fleeting Thoughts make eicher none, or but flight 
and ſnort Impreſſions. The Burning-glaſs will not 
ſire any combuſtible Matter, unleſs it be held ſome 
Time with a ſteady Hand in the Beams of -thc 
Sun; ſo it is here, dwell therefore in your Thoughts 
upon this Subject; conſider it, and return, to con: 
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ſiger; 


2 ut tt. oa r 


Phan xcvil. 1, mae! pig ty 
0 fider ; repeat the Work again And MD Plat. 
3 xxv. 15. Mine Eyes are ever towards the LORD, 
that is, often and often, at all Times, and upon 
all Occaſions. Was he in Straits, he looked to 
Go? Was he in Dan 1 he looked to Gop : 
p Was he in F wit he ill ooked to 1 * 
; that ſupported him, as you, may, gather from the 
ja next Words. 1 hal Fant 1155 Feet aut f the 
by Net, d Fan wet ave. got! me i" their 


out. And i in fach Caſes we 


”"Y to Gov, under 9% 955 
1 vernor of the * ne 
2 Diſtreſſes up and 05 in 8 orld ? 5 


0 dations Lal of Courſe? Yet. comfort Elves, 
Gop fits at the Helm, and He i is our efuge and 
Strength, a very preſent Help in Time of Trouble. 


at ems. wor 


eh Secondly, T-xxnorT 5 8 1 evidence 


| it to the World, That your Bel op's go. 
. verning the World dot Þ x eally rt and jor 
a you in — Midf { of. - all Dif, 2 eras 
70 s, the Day in which Proyidence caſt. us is/ 


a Day o "Diſtraion ; the World! 18 Pak mad: 
Wicked Men are mad upon Sin and Vanity, and 
duperſtition and Lebe and mad againſt Reli- 
gion and Godlineſs. Well, if they wel be mad, 
a be ſo.; 8 5 17 ho to 2 cheoig 
ah PH Re chain ttt them tog Fas. 

Hooks Fon Nauen and, Bridles ſor »theig- 
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Wnurn Mt are FI . it ha Rune ta 
deſtroy and confound all Things, do y9u rt jaicgu 
+ this, that Gop governs all. wiſely, powerful- 
ly, graciouſly, ſo that thoſe Things which have 
the moſt — * ſhall at laſt (it may be 
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ere long) iffue- in a happy Cloſe. However Af- 
fairs go now, God hath bid us, ſay ts the Righteous, 
it fall be tuell with" him: Do you evidence the 
powerful and comfortable Influence that Gop's 
r nou your Tynuts, * ee 
. E 10 | 

ALE ; 
nab Buder e wel ka e Cal 
not away your Saane hou it hath great Re- 
com of: Reward. V will not ſcar, faith the 
Church, though the Earth "be removed, and the 
Aﬀountains be carried” into the Miaſ of the Sea, let 
the Wicked fear where no Fear is, but let the 
Saints be fearleſt in the Midſt of Fears. My are 

ye fearful, ſaid Chrift to his 94 -when the 
Skip was ' almoſt covered. with Waves. He ſets 
Men above Go in his Thoughts, whoſe Fear of 
Man prevails againſt his Faith in Gon. 


2. EvIDENCE it by your Perſeverance in God- 
lineſs. Hold on your Way, make not Uſe of any 
ſinful Means, 22 net any Part of your Duty 
to ſecure yourſelyes and avoid Danger; be not be- 
holden to the Devil for your 4.1% th and Peace. 
What though chers be Lions in the Way? Goon, 
and proceed body, ſo as it is __ Way of 
Gop ; you may live- by F Tac, while you walk by 
Rule ; you may walk. Iy — chearfully 
while you walk regularly. he Wound that a 
Man _ by Sin, will put him to far greater Pain, 

| his Sufferings for Gop Godlineſs 
— have done. He that purchaſes the Favour 
of Men with the Frowns of Conſcience, will find 
he hath made a very hard Bargain. Every Step 
from Gop is a Step to Ruin, if any Man draw 
back, God's Soul will bave no Pleaſure in him, 
whereas he that walks uprightly walks ſafely. 


3. Maxi 


Enemy, though I fall 


Eſalm xcvii. 1, 2. 319 

3. MAKE it toappear-by the Raiſcdneſs of 
Expectations; ſo the Church did in her low C 
dition, Micah wii. B. Repatce not again me, \Qimine 
1 ſhall rije;,ruben I ftiin Dark- 
, the'/LoRD' hall be Light unte mt. At Mid- 


night ſhe looked for the Dawning of a gloribus 


Day, and ſo do you. Gon will do great Things, 
ſuch as ſhall aut · du all thathis — have done. 
God's laſt Works in the World will be his great- 

eſt Works, and by them He will get Himſelf a 
glorious Name. the that hall came, tuill cumie 
and will not tarry. Therefore encourage 
ſelves in the LoD you, Gon: do Ba, 
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By which alſo ye are ſeved, if ye 1 in 


Memory what. 1; preached unto (1 
ye have revel ts vain. F ons == 


HRE RE is ub Complaint more common 
among teligious Perſons; than the Weak- 


that Defe& doth imply leaſt Gyjlt ; or it may in 
miſtaking their Careleſſneſs for Fo etfulneſs; 0 
elſe there is realy ſome Tpecial'Frailt 


coutſe. 03511915 10 A kg 


goon? sine sg. 
Fre Apolile' Paut: inthe Vente eee 
insx6{yecite and prove the Doctrine of the Re- 


urrection from the Dead, which he doth there 
| | | declare 


ere $5900000 


neſs of their Memories; thinking perhaps 


in that Fa- 
culty, te heal which is * * om Dit. 


ng; be- 


nr ECG ac. fc 


« 


hath upon all the reſt. And this expreſſed, 1. By 


1 Cor. xv. 2. 321 


t Point of that Goſpel which 
unto them, which alſs they had 


declare to be a 
he had preach 
received, and wherein they did ſtand. Fo then 


he adds here, By which (Goſpel) alſo ye are ſaved, 


if ye keep in Memory what I 
" ye bave believed in vain. 


unto go., A. 


Ix, which n N 


1 
THE 18 which this ( keeping in Memery ) 


Way of Condition, c are ſaved, if ye Keep 
Memorye Qur Salvation in ſome Sort depends 
upon it. For without the Goſpel, no — 
without Faith, no Benefit by the Goſpel ; and 
without Hearing and Retaining what we hear, no 
faving Faith. 2. By Way of * ; . 
je bave- believed in vain, your H is in 

and your Believing is in vain, if ye o not ſted- 
faſtly cleave to the Goſpel, and to this material 
Dodrine of it, the Neſurrection, and teep in 
Memory, _ I have RING unto 8 con- 


cerning it. N Lids v3 


2 * 


Tas Leſſon that we may learn ber dens i 


this, viz. 


Is Men would be, ſaved by the Goſpel, they 
muſt keep in ee ede is preached 
them 1 10 ; 2 b 
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wink Things. And in a eg 
1. The ordinary Impediments thereof. 
2, The A Helps unto it. Aud, 3- make 
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Application of all. And the good Loxp help us 
now to remember what is preached to us. 


I. I an in the firſt Place to ſnew the ordinary 
Impedimeats of a good Memory, or the Cauſes of 
a bad one, which as ever you deſite better Me- 
mories, you muſt beware and ſeriouſly. ſtrive a- 


gainſt. And they are theſe 3 1 +- 


t. A WEA or dark Underſtanding.” Such in- 
deed may have a great ſenſitive Memory, as we 
fee in Children, yea in ſome brute Creatures, but 
a found rational Memory they cannot have ; for 
except a Thing be clearly known, it can never be 
clearly remembered. If Reaſon be weak and the. 
Mind be poor, what. can the Memory be ſtored 
with, but from the Senſes ? And you ſhall ob- 


| fery e that your ignorant. People have the work 


emaries, eſpecially of ſpiritual Matters, Mat. 
Xiii- 19. hen: any one beareth the Mord of tht 
Kingdom. and under/landeth it not, then cometh tht 
wicked one and catcheth away that which was fow 


nin 
his Heart. Words will be remembered to little 
Purpoſe, when Things are not underſtood: And 
therefore labour for more Knowledge and a clear- 
er Underſtanding, Beg it of Gop, and accord- 


ing to your Capacities uſe all Means to increaſe it. 


Ws 


2. A,CARNAL careleſs Heart, that is mindleſs 


of good Things; for thoſe, Things which we! little 
heed, we never remember, According to the Im- 
1 on the Heart, is the Retention of the 


emory. Such an Heart as this can retain f. 


A R bo 


bundance of a Ty or a Song, but of 4 Chapter 
or Sermon next to Nothing; for every Thing keeps 


what is connatural to itſelf... Nay a good Mans 
Memory at a Time when he is more 'remik, 
Quite differs from, what it is when begin len gun 
£ e oh Y | | - ; | Pull, 


1 Cor. xv. 2 323 
Spitit. And ſome Scriptures which were utterly 
ſignificant to him at one Time, read and heard 
and forgotten, have been quite new to him, at 


another, When nis Heart had been rightly diſpoſ- 
ed. As you know Wax, whenit is hard receives 


no Impreſſion, but ſoften the fame Wax, and then 


it receives it: And Nothing can be retained in the 
Heart, if it be not firſt” received by the Memos 
ry. And therefore many of you that complain of 
your bad Memories, have more Reaſon to lament 


your dead and hard — and to DE reſtleſs 'rill 


. 


ep — ene 


1 N 2 421. 
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wy Satan gl Nay Bang Sin! as it 
au and- employs every Faculty, Toit "Febauches, 
monopolizes ind diſorders them all. Grace tho! 
it rule over every Faculty, yet "ruMfte$ bone, i it 
compoſes the Mind, and enſploys che Memon 
in a rational Manner? It rules like 2 Juſt Kin 
orderly, but the ſerving of any Luft,” breeds a <&- 
vil War between one Faculty and another, and 


that diſtracts the whole Soul whereby every Pow- 


er thereof is weakned. And particularly the Me- 
mory deing preſſed to ferve' the ſtronget Side, .js 

ſo Pry nd the Concerns of that rank Luft, 
that it cannot intend any ſpiritual Matter. And 
therefore whatever right Eye offend thee, pluck 


it out, and caſt it from thee, Matt. v, 29. or elſe 


thy Memory will never de cured. A Table- 
book that is written and blotted all oy muſt be 
wiped before you can write any new Matter upon 
mt; and ſo 5 Lines of hy 5 will Sin be 
effaced, defore any gs e will ide eg 
ble in bs pores 


* an 'F & Ni — 
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the Memory. Our Saviour hath plainly told us 


thar — ſerve Gov and Mammon. The 
n Memory 


Ne is Wan to 
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Memory is but finite though capacious, and a Su- 
per-abundance of wendy Thevehes muſt need, 
ſhoulder out better Things. Eſpecially the{: 
Thoughts being more natural to our depraved 
Hearts, will ſo the Memory, that there wil 
be no Room for ſpiritual Matters. Hereupon we 
find that g Perſons, that have few * world! 
Cares, have better Memories than others : Care 
and Thoughts crowd in; therefore, if you wouk 
heal you Memories, moderate your Cares; con 
ſidering that immoderate Care is juſtly blaſted 

of God, fo that it doth no Man any real Good; 
you would not over-load a Beaſt, why will you 
' over-load your own Spirits? Particularly be ſure 
that if poſſibly you can, you ſettle and digeſt your 
ſpiritual Matters in your Mind after Reading or 
Hearing, before they be diſordered and confound- 
ed with worldly Cares. ak 


5. SURFEITING and Drunkenneſs are great 
Enemies to the Memory: Theſe diforder the 
Brain and difable it from its Functions. Exceſi 
of Meat doth this, more inſenſibly, but yet really; 
a full Belly ſeldom hath a clear Head. But that 
of Drink is moſt evident, Prov. xxxi. 4, 5. {ti 
not for Kings, O Lemuel, it is not for Kings ti 
drink Wine, nor for * 4 Drink, left thy 
ſhould drink and forget the Law. It is plain that 
a drunken Man forgets what he ſaid and did; and 
too many fad Inſtances are apparent, of many 


that have drank away not only their Eſtates, then 


Health, their Credit, but their very Souls and 
Brains and all, and are grown very Sotts ; there- 
fore keep a ftrict Watch over yourſelves, and if 
you deſpiſe thoſe Chriſtian Rules to which you are 
fworn, yet do not abhor Morality, do not renounct 
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6. VIOLENT 
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6. VioLENT Paſſions ſpoil the Memory; ſuch 
6 of Anget, Grief, Love, Fear. Paſſions we 
\ W muſt have, but ' Conſtitution and Education allay 
dem in ſome, Reaſon moderates them in others, 
i W and Grace regulates them in all. Where theſe 
Bridles are wan they ſhake all the Faculties, 
33 an Earthquake doth a Country. For Example; 
Anger when it rages, mahifeſtly inflames the Blood, 
nd conſequently the Spitits, and melts off the 
Impreſſions in the Brain, juſt as the Fire melts the 
Wax, and the Impreſſions that were fixed upon it. 
So exceſhve Grief, Fear, or Love. You cannot 
but perceive in yourſelves and others, how your 
poor Memories have ſuffered by ſome or all of 

ft chem. h ! * | | < ; ; 

„ Axp therefore labour to mortify your Paſſions ; 
and to that End, endeavour for Strength of Grace: 
Strong Paſſions had Need of ſtrong Grace; as you 

now a heady Horſe had Need of a ſtrong Bridle : 

For you will find, that as there is much Guilt in 

them, ſo much Harm comes by them. 


2 A Mur rirupx of undigeſted Notions, It 
a Man have a Stock of methodical and digeſted 
Knowledge, it s admirable how much the Me- 
mory will contain; as you know how many I- 
mages may be diſcerned at once in a Glaſs: But 


„Memory, without Order or Dependence, they 
4 confound and overthrow the Memory: As, the 
iff Scholar that as read Abundance, but digeſted No- 
- 
if 


thing, Knows not where to find any Thing, it 


dreaks his Memory | As Exceſs of Meat cloys the 
omach, ſo an immeaſurable Heaping of Things 
is the Memory confounds it. ow | 


Vot. XIIV. Dt Tie 
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when theſe Notions are heaped incoherently in the 
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THrvus many read or hear much, too much per. 
haps for their Capacities ;_ they have not Stowage 
for it, and ſo they are ever learning, and never com: 
to the Knowledge of the Truth. Therefore look that 
ye underſtand and digeſt Things by Meditation; 
run nat on too faſt ; he that rides Poſt, can never 
draw Maps of the Country. When one is impa- 
tient to ſtay on Things, they leave but a ſhallow 
Impreſſion ; as Greedineſs of the Appetite hinders 
Digeſtion. When a Thing is well ſtudied and 
clearly apprehended, it will be much better re- 
membered. | ' 


Ap thus I have ſhewed the Hindrances of the 
Memory, or what are the common Cauſes of a 
bad Memory. 


II. Tue ſecond Thing to be handled is the 


proper Helps to it: And they may be ranked under 


three Heads. ee 
(i.) NATUnA Hels. 
(2. Anf -l 


3.) SrirvAI. 


(J.) As to natural Helps, two Things I would 


recommend 
. A soRER Diet. For if Exceſſes in Meat and 


Drink diſturb the Brain, and conſequently weaken 
the Memory, then certainly a ſparing Diet preſerves 
the Blood and Spirits in Order; and ſo by Conſe- 
quence, are a certain (though not ſo ſenſible) Help 


to the Memory. And therefore take Heed to pour. 
ſelves, left at any Time your Hearts be euer- churgel 
with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and Cares of 61 


Liſa 
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Life, and fo you quite forget that Day that comes 
on Men unawares, Luke xxi. 34. The Heatheris 
went far in this Moderation; how far then ſhould 
Chriſtians go? And what a baſe Thing is it to de- 
ſtroy our Reaſon by gratifying our Appetite! _ 


2. A evitT Mind. For if all Paſſions that are 
violent weaken, then a ſedate and quiet Mind 
greatly ſtrengthens the Memory. As in a Pool of 

Water, when it is clear, you may fee the Fiſhes 
and every Thing eaſily in it; but when it is trou- 
bled, every Thing diſappears: So it is with our 
Keaſon and Memory, as long as the Mind is quiet, 
ve may tell where to find any Thing in the Me- 
mory, but when it is diſtracted, every Thing is 
hid from us. Let Faith therefore ſtand fixed upon 
Almighty Gop and his Promiſes, and that 
Word is fulfilled, Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
Peace, whoſe Mind is flaid on Thee, TE 


(2.) ARTIFICIAL or outward Helps, are, 


1. Tart Repetition of thoſe Things which we 
would remember. Revolving them in the Mind 
makes the Impreſſion deeper, and the audible Re- 
peating of them greatly fixes them there, Deut. xi. 
18, 19. Te all layup theſe my Words in your Heart 
and in your Soul, and ſhall teach them your Children, 
ſpeaking of them when thou fitteſt in_thy Houſe, and 
when thou watkeft by the ay, when thou ligſi down 
and ruhen thou rie up. Upon this Account, fame 
great Orators have uſed to pronounce their Ha- 
rangues in their Studies, to fix them the better on 
their Memories. And.it is recorded of Pythagarat, 
that he appointed his Scholars to recolle& every 
Night before they went to Bed, what they had 
heard or done all that Day. How much more 
ſhould you on the Loxp's Day at Night revive 

|  Dd2 what. 
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what you have heard, confer of it with others, te- 
peat it to 9 50 Family, by all which you will re- 
lieve the Weakneſs of this Faculty. 


2. WRITING what we would remember is a 
great Help to the Memoty. So the Holy Ghoſt 
teaches, Deut. xi 20. Aud thou: ſhalt write then 
upon the Doar- Poſts of thine Houſe, and upon thy 
Gates; yea, Chap. xvii. 18. The Ling himſelf wa: 
to write him a Cofy of the Law in 4 Book, that he 
might re member it the better: The very Writing 
of any T bing, fixes it deeper in the Mind, Alas“ 
how. many excellent Doctrines and Directions haye 
vou e that are quite forgotten, which a diſcreet 
C ſe of Writing might have PI cſerved unto you. * 

3. Cus ron, or uſing your Memories is an ex- 
FE an Way of 8 Thus many wise de 
Per ſons charge their Memories at the preſent, and * 
thereby ſtrengthen them, and then commit whit 


S Ogg. mm, >» 


_ 


it. We ſay, uſ d os: and ſo uf 
the Memory and have a Memory. So if you oblige 
your Children and your Servants to bring you aw. 1 
an Account of a Sermon, you will ſee that Uſe ad i © ; 
Cuſtom will make that eaſy, which before thy Ml ©” 
thought impoſſible, I have ſeen an old Man's Gir 
dle, who could not read a Word; yet by the of de 


Help of a Girdle which he wore, which was hug © 
about with ſome knotted Points, he could bright fis 


Home every Particular of a Sermon, — 
% Tur Spiritual Helps for Memory, f ,. 
LEI » | 9 this 
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1. BEWALL your Forgetfulneſs. There Refor- 
mation and Amendment, when it is ſound, begins. 
The Fews ſay, that when. Adam looked. towards 
Paradiſe, he wept in the Remembrance of his Fall: 
| I am ſure, we have Cauſe to mourn and weep, and 
vVveep again at the Remembrance of it. To conſi- 
der not only the great Guilt, but the ſad Fruit of 
chat Apoſtacy; and that as in other Particulars; fo 
nn Reſpect of our Memories, which! have borrne 
deir Share in that Convulſion. And we have Fl 
* I Cauſe to mourn alſo for all Exceſſes and Follies, I! 
„which have concurr'd to —.— — 1 Ew 1 
that, though you may reckon a ſorry Memory but 
a ſmall F £2 yet Nu will find it le both the Ef- 
fect, and the Sign, and the Cauſe of much Evil; 
inſomuch that Idolatry and the worſt Sins are in 
Scripture ſtiled the forgetting of God. Few of ys 
would reckon it a ſmall Fault, to have a Servant 
frequently neglect his Buſineſs and run into Errors, 
and ſtill to excuſe all by ſaying, I quite forgot it. 
For generally ſuch Forgetfulneſs is the Effect of 
ſupine Negligence, and therefore we have the more 
Cauſe to be humbled ſerioufly for this Sin. 


—— 
4 — - — — = " 


2. PRAYSR is a ſecond Help: For every good 
and per fet? GH, whereof this is one, 15 from above, 
and cometh daun from the Father of Light, James 
L 17. and therefore is to be _ by frequen and 

den Key to unlock 


earneſt Prayer, which is the Go 
the Treaſures of Heaven. O beg it then of Him, 
that as He ſanctifies the Soul, He would 'ſanQify 
this with the reſt. And you have a Ground to 
your Prayer, in that our Saviour hath ſaid, that the 
at Father will ſend the Holy Ghoft, to teach us all Thmgs, 
and to bring all Things to our Remembrance. Aid 
this Spirit you may have for aſking, Your hegven!y 
Father ſhall give the Holy Spirit to them that aſt him. 
Gop will grant your Prayer herein, there being 
d 3 joined 


All 
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joined with the ſame, a due Uſe of all other Means. 
And you mult not only crave this in your ſolemn 
Prayers, but alſo when you are Reading or Hear- 
ing, you ſhould dart up an holy Ejaculation, or 
ſnort Defire, Lord write this Truth in my Heart, 
and bleſs it to me? This is like the Clenching of a 
Nail. And when you have heard a Sermon, lock 
the Cheſt with David's Prayer, 1 Chron. xxix. 18, 
O Lokp, ep this for ever in the Imagination of the 
Heart. And be aſſured, that Goy 

will hear the Breathings of his own Spirit, and give 
thee a Memory to retain his Truth. | 


3. Dior Attention. If the Mind wander 
in Hearing, the Memory will be weak in Rememn- 
—_ -onfine therefore your Thoughts to the 
holy Work you are about, and fetch in your 
ſtraggling Fancies with a h Sigh. Remember 
that Almighty Gop ſpeaks to you by every good 
Book or Sermon that you read or hear; cvery 
Chapter and Sermon is a Letter from the Gop of 
Heaven, and directed in particular to you, and you 
know we read with Attention the meaneſt Letter 
- that is directed to us, and obſerve every Period of 

it. The Goſpel is our Saviour's Will and Teſta. 
ment; and how carefully doth wy Child attend 
to every Clauſe of his Father's Wilt! Ngw. the 
more diligent your Attention is, the better you 
will remember: As you know the greater Weig!! 
we lay on the Seal, the deeper Impreſſion it makes. 
Holy David could fay, Pfalm exix. 93. I will ue. 
wer forge thy Precepts; for with them Thou bol 
guickened me. The Scripture, the Sentence that 
ath quickened us, we ſhall not eaſily forget; whe" 
all the Heart is engaged, then all the Head is em- 
ployed alſo. And it is no Marvel, that diver 
T1 der fo little, when they are ſo palpably * 
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diſcover their wandering Minds. 


4. Dun Eſtimation, The more we Wien and. 


admire any Thing, the better we remember it 
This is the Reaſon = giyen of Childrens remembering 
Things fa well, becauſe they admire,every Thing 
as being new to them. And of old People, the 
Saying is known, That they e all ſuch 
Things as they care for: For when we efl 
A bing, the Affections work upon the — which 
are the Inſtruments of the Memory, and 
Things upon it. Why is it, that a 
not forget her ſucking Child? Becauſe the doth 
vehemently love it: And the like Affection in us 
to good Things, would keep vs. from forgetting 
them. So Mr. Greenham, << The beſt Art of Me- 
mory is to be humbled at Gop's Threatnings, — 
comforted at his Promiſes; for great Griefs 
Joys leave great Impreſſions on us.” And therefore 
2pprehend. ſpiritual. Things to be very — 
and receive the Truth in the Love of it, and 
will remember it; but when, we have à mean 
low Opinion of heaycaly Truths, they are al 


forgotte n. 


F. SERIOUS Meditation is the laſt Help 1 ſha} | 


mention. When People read or hear, and La 
ſently Nee themſelveg into foreign Buſin 
I is lofts. James i, 24. 2, Far: 5 


2 imfelf, and goeth his Wag, a . 5 


forgets what Manner of Men he. was. 
leitet (the Word ſignifies, to penetrate... into. 2 
Thing with his E re) R VG 
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Things we read or hear for Uſe and Practice, 5% 
Cxix. 11. Thy Word have I hid in my Heart, that | 
might not fin againſt Thee. Here is a Truth, ora 
Duty, or Promiſe for ſuch a Time or Caſe. Such 
rolling good Things in our Thoughts, doth habi- 
tuate and familiarize them to the Soul, and 
abide the longer. This is clear in other Caſes: For 
if one hath received an unkind Word, if it go out 
at one Ear as it comes in at the other, it leaves no 
great Impreſſion; but if you ſet yourſelf to ruminate 
upon it, then it is a long Time ere you can forget 
it. And fo in ſome Meaſure it would be in good 
Things; give them a little Heart · Room, beſtow 
fecond Thoughts upon them, ſhut the Book when 
ou have a little, and think of it, and it will 
abide: It is the ſoaking Rain that enters deepeſt 
into the Earth, when a ſudden Shower ſlides away. 
But herein ordinary Hearers are ſtrangely negligent; 
they read, they hear, they forget; for they never 
meditate of it: They turn down Leafs in their Bi- 
bles in the e e. but they ſeldom turn 
| them up again in reflecting upon what they heard, 
and fo their Labour is loſt, and ours alſe. And ſo 
much for the Helps to a better Memory. 
HI. I come now to the Liſt Thing, which is 
fome ſhort Application. ; 


HDi, Macniry Gos for your Memories, 
eſpecially you that have good Memories; be not 
proud of them, but be very thankful. I have ſome- 
where read of Simon Tharver, a Corniſh-man, that 
would fo boaſt of his Skill in Philoſophy and Divi- 
nity, that he could on a ſudden anſwer any Pro- 
blem that was propoſed to him; and the Hiſtorian 
ſays, that his Parts and Memory were ſo ſmitten, 
t he could not repeat the Lord's Prayer. 0 
give Gop the Glory of this Faculty, and ſay, 2 
* ul 
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| mend them, Conſider, 
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fully and wonger fully am I made: And if geur Me- 
mories have ſome Strength and Faithfulneſs in them, 
praiſe Him the more, For you have a great Adyan- 
tage beyond others, you have a 'Treafure which 
others want. a poor Chriſtian would be 
content to forget all his earthly Concerns, ſo that 
he could but remember the Things of eternal Lie. 


Be ſure then, that ye be truly thankful. 


Secondly, LE r all Gop's Miniſters, that preach, 
or that write, labour to conſult Peoples Memories; 
and to that End, obſerve ſome proper Method in 
their Books and Sermons. A confuſed or cryptical 
Method confounds the Memory, and a Multitude 


of naked Heads over preſſeth it; but a clear Con- 


nect ion and a proper Method greatly aſſiſts it. Phe 
Holy Ghoſt Himſelf bath in ſeveral Places particu- 
larly ſtooped down to us herein; in divers of the 


Pſalms, in one Chapter of the Proverbs, in the 


whole Bock of Lamentations, He bath proceeded 
alphabetically, for the Relief of the Memory. That 
Matter, Manner and Method ſurely ſbould be ufed 


by us, which is muſt proper, not only to inform 
Peoples Underſtandings, but to prevail with their 
Wills, to awaken their Conſciences, and alſo which 
may beſt ſtick with them, when they are parted 
from us; for the Work of Conviction, Conyerſion 
and Comfort are generally perfected by Aſter- 
Thoughts, And ſeeing Peoples Memories are ſo 
* let us do what we can to relieve and help 


Thirdly, Lazour to improve your Memories, 
to Rag Na cured wy tt ney Content 
not * with ſuch treacherous Memories, 
ſatisfy not yourſelves with fruitleſs Complaints af 
them; but proceed to a vigorous Endeavour to 
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1. THis is poſlible, and this is proved by Fx. ¶ Du 
perience. Many have come by the Help of Goy MW 014 
to remember more and better than they did before; N Net 
and why ſhould not you increaſe the Number of thy + 
ſuch Proficients ? It is not fit for a Chriſtian to de. n 
ſpond, in any ſuch Caſe, but to be up and doing. Fac 
When a Ship leaks, it is not preſently caſt away; Wi! 
for, ſays the Maſter, this Veſſel may yet do me 
Service. You have leaking Memories; yet being W Hin 
careen'd, they may be much more ſerviceable than Whow 
ever they were. 115 e e 


'DtsroxDENCY ſpoils all Endeavours. Neither Nncce 
do you fit thus down in other Caſes. If your Body 
or Brain be weak, you will try Experiments, you I 
will go to one Phyſician after another; be not then Nit b. 
more careleſs of your nobleſt Parts. The Cure is | 
poſſible, at leaſt in ſome good Meaſure. 


2. Ir is reaſonable that your Memories, which 
have been Sinks of Sin, ſhould become Helgs to 
Heaven. All our Faculties are given us for this 
End, and is it not highly reaſonable that they 

ſhould be ſo applied? It is app ent, that our Me- 
mories have been grievouſly p :verted, and there- 
fore as we have yielded our Meribers Servants to Un. 
 cheanneſs and to Iniguity, unte Iniguity; even ſo tut 
' Jhould yield our Members Servants to Righteouſneſs, 
unto Holineſs, Rom. vi. 19. Seeing Gow hath 
given us a, noble Faculty, ſhould we neglect d 
abuſe it? Can others remember the World; ant 
their Luſts, and ſhalt not we remember the hoh 
Things that refer to a better World? | Nay, can 
we remember a thouſand unprofitable, hurtful and 
finful Matters, and not thoſe Things that moſt 
nearly and highly concern us? It is intolerable- 


3. Tig 
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3. Tuis is neceſſary. It is an unqueſtionable 
Duty; that r Law propounded in the 
Old Teſtament, Deut. vi. 5. and confirmed in the 
New, Matt. xxii. 37. Thou fhalt love the Lok 
1 Gop with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Mind, doth oblige us to ſtrain every 
Faculty to the utmoſt in Gop's Behalf. One End 
alſo of Ghri/?'s coming into the World, was to re- 
pair our depraved Faculties; and ſhall we ſuffer | 
Him to die in vain ? Ihe Fext I am upon, ſhews | 
how neceſſary it is as a Means of Faith and Salva- 
tion. We find by Experience that this Faculty is 
miſerably corrupted, and therefore it is undoubtedly 
neceflary, that it be renewed. a” 


* 
—— —ͤ—ͤ— —— — 


Do you object, we can do but what we can, let 
it be never ſo neceflary? 7 22 . 


Axp I pray how far have your Endeavours tra- 
velled in this Buſineſs? Have you carefully uſed the 
fore-mentioned: Means, and continued in the 
Uſe of them? No, ho, yout Impotency is wilful ; 
you cannot, becauſe you mind it not; or elſe cer-, 
ainly, if you were ever ſo weak, Grace would be 


* 


ready at your Service. 


4. A coop Memory is very helpful and uſeful. 
tis not a vain Thing that is thus preſſed upon 
vou. For, 15 5 


(1) Ir is a great Means of Knowledge. For 
phat ſigniſies your Reading or Hearing, if you 
emember Nothing? It is not Eating or Drinking, 5 
put digeſting your Food, that keeps you alive: 
And ſo it is in this Caſe, Prov. iv. 20, 21. My 
den, (not only) attend unto my Hords, incline thine 
ar unto my Sayings, (but) keep them in the * | | 


£ - 
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of thy Heart: Then they are Life unto t that fin 
tens and Heath 9 al he's Fl * # 


(2) Ir is a Means of Faith, as is lein in my 
Text, wnle/s ye have believed in vain. For though 
Faint doth rofl pars HT of Gov a pan 

when the Word and Works of Gop are forgotten, 
Faith' will ſt f. Hence our Saviour. faith, MW 
Hatt. xvi. . of little Faith, "ds not ye under. E= 
Lond, neither 7 the five Loaves' of the Fiv 6 
Thouſand? The Word of Gop is th# Sword of the 75 
—_ 3 5 b oy 3 but if the Sword MW He 
de out of the Way, eaſon of Forgetfulneſs Sc1 
| how ſhall we conflict with this Enemy? 


a) Ir is a Means of Comfort.” If a poor Chri- 
ſtian in Diſtreſs could remember Gop's Promiſes, 
they would inſpire him with new Life; but when 
they are forgotten, his Spirits ſink. Our Way to 
Heaven lies over Hills and Vales: When we are 
on the Hill, we think we ſhall never be low again; 
and ſo when we are in the Valley, we fear we 
ſhall never have Comfort again. But now, a faith: 
ful Memory is a great Help, Pfalm"Ix#vii. 10, 11. 
0 aid, This is my Infirmity * Bu I will remember 

Years of the Right- Hand of the Moſt oh oh J 
will remember the Works ef fe Lonxp; ] 
will remember thy Wonders" of old. — = 22 
cxix. 52. J remembered thy pag 11 old, hy 
LoRD; and have temfarted el . 1 1 

9 


(4) Ir n Means of Thatikfuleſs» We al 
wanting im this Duty of Thankfulneſs, and obe 
Cauſe thereof is Foretſulneſt of the Mercies 0 
Gov. Hence ungrateful Men are ſaid to have %% « 
Memories. What | abundant” Matter of Trank ſhot 


; Balken! a ſanctiſied Memory 


ſuggeſt to 
' Hence holy Davie calls en 
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Palm ciii. 2. Bleſs the Lorp, | O Soul, and Fer- 
ger not all bis Benefits. By which Forgetfulneſs 
and ſuch other Means it comes to paſs, that Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving hath fo little, which ſhould 
have ſo much Rom in our daily Devotions. 


(5) Ir is a, Means of Hope. For Experience 
works Hope, and the Memory is the Store-houſe of 
Experience; therein we lay up all the Inſtances of 
Gop's Goodneſs to us heretofore, Lam. iii. 21. 
This I recall to Mind, therefore have I Hope. 
Hence they who do not truſt in Gop, are ſaid in 
Scripture, , to forget Him. And one Reaſon of 
Mens Impatience _ + yea 7 10 
ed b the A ties | WM .'7 * Nt E 
DO. ihe Exbortati on which Peak on as 
unto Children, My Son deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtning 
of the LorD, ner faint when thou art rebuked of 


(6) Ir is a Means of Repentance. For how 
can we repent or mourn for what we have for- 
gotten? As therefore there is a culpable Remem- 
brance of Sin, when we remember it in Kindneſs; 
ſo there is a laudable Remembrance of Sin, when 
we remember it with Diſpleaſure, Ezel. xvi. 63. 
That thou may remember and be confounded, and 
never open thy Mouth more. But alas! we write 
our Sins in the Sand, and. fooliſhly imagine that 
the eternal Gop forgets them juſt as ſoon as we; 
though. in ſuch Caſes He ſaid and ſworn, 
16 7+ Surely, I will never forget any of their 


(7) IT is A. Means of Uſefulneſs. No Man 
ſhould, nor indeed can be, ſingly religious: When 


one Spark of Grace is truly kindled in the Heart, 


it will quickly endeavour to heat others alſo: As 
Vor. . © Ee we 


338 A SERMON #1: 


we ate born, and much more we are new- born, to 
be helpful to others. Now herein a good Memory 
is exceeding uſeful; out of which, as out of 2 
Store-houſe, a wiſe Chriſtian may bring forth Mat- 
ters both new and old. Such may ſay, We haue 
heard with our Ears, and our Fathers bave told us, 
| this and that Obſervation. And likewiſe, as wy 
| have heard, ſo we have ſeen, what may de very 
uſeful to many a Soul. So that you ſee a good 
Memory is uſeful many Ways. 9 


5. Tur Want of Memory is a great Defedt 
and Loſs, When we cannot remember what we 
read or hear, why Time is loſt, I will not ſay, 
quite loſt ; but it is not improved: Whereas when 
Gop's Word is remembered, then Hen thou geef 
it all lead thee, when thou fleepeſft it ſhall keep the, 
and when thou awateſt it ſhall talk with'thee, Prov. 
vi. 22. But a broken Memory hath heard of 
God's famous Acts of Providence, but forgotten 
them; hath read rare Examples of Gop's Mercy, 
Juſtice, Power and Goodneſs, but they are flip: 
, to en TH go 


In a Word, ſo far as thy Memory fails, ſo fi for 
will Meditation fail, Delight fail, and Practice to 
in a great Meaſure fail. And therefore "ſer yout- 20 
ſelves in the Uſe of the Means preſeribed, and al ber 
the other good Means to heal and ſtrengthen your I the 
Memories ; and give the" mort earn Hired 1b ih fer 
Thirigs which ye bave beard,” lyſt at any Nine ye Ir 

them lip," Heb, ii. 1. And ſo far in the "third ff ber 
Uſe. fl 939 buy eee ai 
bs us 


Furt, Tex fourth Exhortation is to you if Cb. 
People; ftore your Memories in the Time d . 
. Youth. Eccigſ. xii, 1. Remember now thy Creati a 
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in the Days of thy Yeuth. Now your Memories are 
freſh and ſtrong, hereafter they will be ſhattered 
with Cares and Buſineſs. A new Ship, or any 
Veſſel that is new, is free from Leaks, but Time 
and Travel will batter it; ſo will it be with you; 
Care will batter you, Grief will batter you, and 
therefore now ſtore yourſelves, now a dozen Chap- 
ters, a good Catechiſm, a Collection of uſeful 
Texts and Doctrines will take no Room, nor 
make you go the heavier, nor ſleep the worſe: And 
therefore it concerns Parents, both to have ſuch 
Things in their Hearts, and to teach them dili- 
ligently to their Children. Perhaps they may not 
2 e the Senſe of them at the preſent, but 
theſe will be ready in their Minds 'till Grace and 
Underſtanding come, and then they will help them 
exceedingly. Vet a Meaſure muſt be obſerved 
both with Old and Young. A Ship may be laden, 
but muſt not be over-burden'd, leſt all the Cargo 
be ſunk and Joſt. A juſt, Diſcretion will beſt de- 
termine the Meaſure berein, according to the Ca- 
pacities of the Subjects. 


Fiſibh, LeT us all labour for more Holigeſs; 
for that raiſeth all the Faculties, and reduces them 
to their right Frame and proper Objects. The 
more Grace we have, the better we ſhall remem- 
der, and eſpecially better Things. Grace ſtieng- 
thens the Memory always ſor Practice, though it 
lerve not always for Diſcourſe. Thereby, we love 
Truths and Duties better, andi it is eaſy to remem- 
ber that which we love; and therefore let it be our 


daily Prayer, that The GD of Peace would, ſanttify 


us wholly, Spirit, Soul and Body. It is not for 
Chriſtians to enquire juſt how little Grace will ſerve 
our Turn for Salvation, but rather how much may 


be attained and improved to the Glory of Gon. 
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Taſth, REDuce into Practice that which you 
do remember. The End of all true Knowledge is 
Practice. Remember his Commandments to dh 
them. If it be a Doctrinal Truth which you read 
or hear, conſider what Influence it hath upon the 
Heart, If it be a Duty which is ſet before Jou, 
immediately ſet about it If a Sin be expoſed, pre- 
ſently root it out. If Singerity or Hypocriſy be 
Funde try thy ſpiritual State thereby without 
Delay. For, as a Treaſure in the Cheſt is in 
Danger of the Robber, but when it is laid out on 
a good Purchafe it is fe; fo while ſpiritual No- 
tions ſwim only in the Memory, you may eaſily 
ljoſe them, but they are ſafe when they ate once 
incorporated into your real Practice. | 


Bur alas! there are too many that are like 
thoſe Chapmen, who come to the Shop, and lay 
by a great many rich Wares, but when all is done 
buy few or none: So theſe cheapen and bid for the 
Pearl, but will not buy it; they will talk over all 
the Points of Religion deſore they will ſeriouſly 
practiſe any one E them. Then you remember 
the Sabbath aright, hen you fo remember it be- 
fore it comes, that when it comes, you keep it 
holy: Then you remember Go truly, when you 
fear and love and truſt in Him: Then you. remem- 
ber your Neighbour as -you ought, When you re- 
member to d% Good, and. cammiunrcates Then you 
remember yourſelves bel, when you remember to 
have always Con/clence. wid of Offence toward: 
 Gop and Men. Ina Won, then you remember 
your latter End rightly, When you keep your Oil 
ready in your Lamps and in your Veffels, that 
your Maſter may find you ſo doing. _ 


Bur I conclude. It is worth obſerving, thi! 
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Pſalms, hath one, which is the thitty- eight Pſalm, 
which he ſtiles'a P * of David to bring to Re- 

membrance His Mei ern it fects: had Need of 
Now the Lint eng this i Sermon 4 — 

the Bleffing of Gop upon it, be herein at 

uſeful, namely, to preſerve better Sermons in 

Mind; ſo ſhall 1 have my End, Gop r Glen, 


and ou the Comfort. Amen. * , 
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